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the argument. 



The poec, after the manner of Jtais couiitrysner, 
supposes himsejf attended on a journey by a 
company -of friends; and, as they pass near a 
place, where his mistress had lately dwelled, 
but from which her tribe was then rc;noved, he 
desires than to stop awhile , that he might in-* 
dulge the painful 1 pjeasufa of weeping over the 
deserted remains of her tot. TheyicompJy 
with his request, but cxhort*hfm to show more 
strength of mind, and urge two topicks of con- 
solation; namely, that he had before been equally 
unhappy , and that he had enjoyed his full share of 
pleasures : thus by the recollection of life p .ssed 
delight his imagination is kindled, and his 
gi ief suspended. 

He then gives hi c friends a lively account .qf his 
juvenile frolicks, to one df whiph*they had 
.alluded. It seenu, he had leren iji lovc«with a . 
girl named Onaiza* ana h. d in vain s(. ighfau 
occasion* to declare his passion: one\Uy, \vhcw 1 
her tribe had struck their tents, aijd vert chang- 
ing their station, the v. omen, as usual, came 
behind the rest, with the servant. andjiaggage, 
in carriages fixed ox\ the backs of camels. Am*-* 
riolkak' advanced slewljf at a distance, and. 
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when i\ie men were put of*sight, had the plea- 
sure of 'seeing Onaiza retire with, ^ party of 
damsels fo aYivuJet or poql, cqliha JDaratjuf/ul, 
where they undressed themselves, , and were 
bathing, when thejover Appeal eyd, discounted 
• from hjs caftiel, and sat upon their clothes, pro- 
claiming aloud, th^t whoever 'would' redeem her 
. dress, must present herself naked before him , 
hey adjured, entreated; expostulated ; but, when 
it gre\y late, they fouhd themselves obliged to 
submit, ami all of Jthcm recovered their clothes 

. i M / 

except fhisiiza, wno renewed h$r adjurations', 
and „ continued a lon<j tinte in the water: at 
length sli^also peTforn^d^tlie condition, am! 
4rcsse.d herself,* Some hours had passed, when 
ike girls complained cold and hunger : /. tm - 
riolkais therefore instantly killed the young camel 
on which he hak riddci ^ and, having called fhe 
female attendants together, made a life and 
‘roZtetejl lura. The afternoon was spent in gay 
conversation, not without a cheerful cup, iqr 
he \vu.s provided*wi£fi wine in a> leathern bottle; 
but,*whei^it was time to follow the tribe, the 
prince (ftf* jsuclf was his rankj) had neither 
camehnor Iwrse p and OndUza, after much •im- 
portunity, cor^eijjrfajb take hiiQ w oh her earner 
‘ before \tfie carriage , while tlie oilier damsels 
— divlcleH among thepfselves ^he s .less agreeable' 
burden of h\\ lyms, >and the fufmfcure of his 
beast. 

fc next related his courtship* of Fathima , and* las 
more .dangerous arnojar with u'giij of a Tribe at 
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war with his own, whose beauties he vertf minutely 
and luxuriantly delineates . From fhesc love- 
tales he prek^ds tp fhe #ojn mcfmlii tk>n <Sf his 
own fortitude, when* he was passing* a desert in 
the . darkest flight f and the n\ention* of the 
rfiorning, wfiich succeeded,* leads'him.to a Ion tf" 
description bf hfe* hunter, qnd of a chase in the 
forest , followed by a feast o* the ^amy, which 
had been pierced by his javylins. 

Here his narrative seems* «to be* interrupted by a 
storm of lightning and\'ib!ent rain: he nobly 
dpscribbs the shower and tfio torrent, whfch it 
produced clown in the adjacent mountains, 
and, his companions jetiri^g to aw^jd the storm, 1 
the drama (for the poem has^bfc form (tl' a lira* 
matick pastoral) endsVOrup/iy. 

The metre i k s of the fn\sL species, .called long verse, 

and consists of the baqehius ,' or anti'/brachys, 

followed by, the first epi trite; or, in the fourth 

and eighth places, ot the distich, by t'ly. double f 

iambus ; the 'last syllable being considered as a 
* . v ‘ • P * • 

long oiie : tin? regular form*, tal^cn from the 
second chapter*, of Cunmentaries , on +l*iaticb 
t Poetry, is tlijs ; 

< 

“ Alnator '-J puellarpm sa> [ pc fa litur* * 

^ Oedlis | pigris, labris [ odoris, | nigri*. comis/’* 
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1 Stay— L et us weep at the remem* 
u brance of our beloved, txjbe Jigbt of the 
“ ftation where her tent was raifed \ by the 
“ edge of yon bendy?" fanas between DA- 
“ hll and HAUMEL, 

2 “ tudam and MviKRA ; a fiation , the 
“ marks of which are not wholly effaced, 
“ tnougb ihe fouth .wind and the .north 
“ have wqven the twitted fand.’ 

3 ’Thus I fpokejjioben my companions stop- 
ped their xourfcrs by my fide, and faid, 
“ Perifh not through defpair : only . be • 
“ pati^ht.” 

4. A pirofufion of tears, anfweredJ, is my 
Vole re/ief ; but what avails w. to ibed them 
over the remains of a deferted manlion ? 

5 ^ “ Thy condition, they replied , Is not more, 
“ painfW than when thou left - ft howaira, 
vol. viii. b 
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THE POEM <^F AMUOLKAIS. 


“ before thy prefer* pafiion, and her neigh- 
bom rebaba, on the hills o/’iCiasel.” 

t 

Yes, i*I Rejoined, when thofe two oamfels 
departed, mufk was diffufeii from their 
robes, as the e&ftern gale fticds thfc feent of 
plove-gillyflowers ; 

7 Then gufhed the tears from my eyes, 
through excefs of regret, and "flowed down 
my neck, till my„fword-.belt was drehched 
in the ftream. 

8 *“ Yet haft thou> pafled many dSys in 
“ fweet conVerfc with the fair; but none, 
“ fo fweet ai'-thd di^, 'whicKVthou fpei\teft 
“ by the poo} of darat^j.uljul. 

9 On that day I killed my earned to give 
the virgins a feaft ; and oh ! how ftranga 
was it, that they fhould carry his trappings < 
and furniture ! 

jo The damfels continued till evening he]p- 

int one another to the ( roaft«d flefli, and to 
the delicate fat likh thg fringe of vfthite filk 
finely woven. 

II. On that happy entered ft e carriage, 
the carriage of onaiza, who* f id,' “ Wo 
“ to thee !- thou wflt compel •me to tru . c! 

foot ” - 

iz She added (while the "vehicle .was bent 
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aii’tle* with our vrdght.), “ O amriolkais, 
“ delcend, or my beaft aHo -will b<j killed.” 

I •• *| 

13 *1 Tanfweiie8 :* V Proceed? and lopfen his 

“yens*? nor withhold from* me* the % fruits 
•“ of thy love* which again*and again may 

“ be tailed with raptura/* 

• • , 

14. . 44 Many a*fair* one like thee, though not* 
like *thee a vjbrgin ; havqrl vilited by night; 
4 i and many a lonely mother have I divert- 
44 ed from thq*c«jre of her. yearling infant 
44 adorned^ with. amulet^ : 

15 44 MShen tbeJ^udklirfgH>ehind her cried, 
“•flie turaetl round to him with half* her 
44 body; haljfcjf it, prdTed beneath my 
44# embrace,, was not burned frorp me.” 

16 Delightful tooVvas.the day, when fa- 
thima at firft rejedled me dh the fummit 
of*ycfti fand-hill* sfrid took an oafh, which 
fjxe declared jinwolable. 

17 44 fAi*him 4, faid I* away with fo 
u muclt* coyn*efs^ and, if tjiou hadil re- 
44 UplvecWtf* abandon mfcj yet at lafl* relent/ 

l 3 . lk l&^incle^f/nfy difpfbfition^nd ftianners 

. 44 # af e unpleafine«U) thee, re'hd *at once the 

1 

“ mantle of my heart, that ft 'n>ay b^ de-< 

“ tachedfj-Qm thy love. * 

• • • 

£ “‘Art thou 4 o haughty becaufe my paf- 
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** fion for thee deftr'oys me; ancf becaiife 
“ whatever thou commandeft, my heart 

V { J 

“ performs 

20 “ Tbowweepeft — yet thy teafstiow mere- 

i( ly to wound my hear; with che fhafts of , 
“ thine- eyes.; my he irt, already broken to 
“ pietes and agonizing.” , , . . 

_ '‘t .. ' 

21 Befides theft — with many a fpotlcfs ,vir- 
gin, whofe tent had not yet been frequent- 
ed, have I , holden fqft ^dalliance at perfect 

‘ leifure, , 

22 To vifit one ef them, I,pafled .the guards 
of her bower and a hcftile-lribe, whe would 
have been eager to proclaim my death. 

r 

%3 !t vras the hour, whem the Pleiads ap- 
peared in the firmament, like the folds of a 
filken faih varioufly decked with gems. 

24 I approached — fhe flood expebii.tg me by 

- - the curtain^ and, as if Jhe was preparing for 
deep, had put off alj her veftupe, but her 
night-drefs, 

2'C She faid — “ Bv him who creuled me 

" - l W t 

“ (apd ( gave me her lonely hand), I am 
•* unable .to refufe _ thee ; ^ for I perceive, 

“ thaf the blindr efs oi thy paflion is. net to 
“ be removed.” 

26 Then I role with' her ; and, as we walk- 
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THE PftEy CfP AMRIOLKAIS. 


ed,'me drew over'ouo footftegs the train of 

her pictured robe. 

* » .. 

2 7 “Scfbn as wb had pafled the habitations of 

hqf t2H5b, and ceme tQ the befoiri of a vale 
•furrourrtJed wifh hillocks of fpiry find. 


28 


29 


8 ° 


3 1 


3* 


n 


I gently drejv her # tfrwards me # by her 

• cnrlec^Jlocks, «and*flie foftly inclined to my 
/embrace : lier.'wail\ was /gracefully flendet ; 

but fweetly TweH^d the part" encircled with 
ornaments of gold. 

Delicate* was ’her fhape ; fair hef lk*in ; 
and lion, body \BQll\gr<Jpbrtioned : her bo- 

fom was a« # fnooth as a mirror, 

• \ + • 

# Or like the pure egg of an oftrich gf a 
yellowifh tint blended with white, and 
nourifhecTbv a ftrfeam # of wRolcfqme water 
not yet difturbed. 

IShe turned afidej and difpljye$ # her foft 
cheek : Yhe gave?* a timid glance wi th !«s** 
guifhiry; <ty 5 s, lil^e thofe pf a foe in the 

• groves ^’weg'e r-a looking tenderly at her 
yo^ng. 

• t w- ^ 

, Hec fleck y*£s like that of^ milk-white 
hind, but, when flj e raifed it, exceeded not 
,thp ju$pft fymmetry nor was'fcjjp neck -of 
my'belovet! Jo unadorned* • 

Her* long ceal-b’lacjc hair decorated her 
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back, thick anc^ diifvjfed like bunches of 
dates-cluilering on the palm-tree. 

34 .per locks were elegantJy turned above 
her head,; and the rjband, v. fetich bound 
them, was loft in her creffes.part braided, 
part diflieveH^d. ' 

•35 . She difcovered a waift taper as a yrell- 

. - twifted cord ^ and a leg both ds white . and 
as fmooth, as the Hem of a young palm, or 
a frelh reed, bending over the rivulet. 

36 * When fhe fleeps at noon, her bed is 

befprinkled r."th mufk : lhe puts ton her 
robe of undrefs, but leaves "the apron tai 
her handmaids. t 


37 


39 


4<5 


She difpenfes gifts with fmall delicate 

fingers, fweetly glqwing at. their tips, like 

the white and crimfon worm of dasia, 

or dentifrices made of ESEL-wood. ' ' 

* * * * 

- The brightnefs ofi..her,face.illumines the 

veil of night, like the evening -taper of a 

reclufe hermit. 

a 

On a girl iike her, a girjt .of a moderate 
height, Jbetween thoft- yvho wear a frock . 
and tnofe who wear a gown, jthe mqft 
bafhfpl man pmft look with W edS-r 
moured eye. • 

The blind pafiions pf men ibr common 
Jojedts of affeftibn are foon diTp^rfed j but 
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from the love of* thee* my hejrt cannot be 
released. 

41 O how oft* have I yg'e<f¥fed the admoni* 
tiojis JbY a morofe^ advifer, • veKemeht in 
eenfuriri|g my pafiion^fof thee ; nor have I 

been moved by his repreaches ! * 

* • . • 

>42 • .Oftgp has* the* night drawn her fkirts 
ground me like tfie billafws.of the oceaft, 
to make trial of Jny fortitude in a variety 
of cares ; 

43 And I find to her (when Hie feefhed to 
extend.l^er fides, % td* dr$** on her unwieldy 
length, anch to advance flo.wly with her 
bread), 

44 “ Difpel *thy gloom, O tediou^ night; 
“ that jhe morn >nay. rife ;* although my 
" forrows are fuch, that the nforning-light 

^dll'not give me 'more com£or£ than thy 
“.fhades* 

45 . 0,hicfedus night !^a night in which 
" the ffars are* prevented from riling, as if 
“ they ware # bound_ to* "a folid cliff* with 
“ ftroijg^cablcr,'!” 

46 • "Often to§ have* I rifen "at early dawi>, 
•while the birds wefe yet in th'ehrtnefts, £nd 
mounted a nuntef with*flhooth fhort hair, 
of *a -full height^ and. fo ’fleet as to make 
capt&fe the beafts.bf the foicf^;. 
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47 Ready in turning, quick irf purfuing> 
bold in, advancing, firm in backing; and 
performing the, tvhote mith the .ftrength 
and fwiftnefs of' a vaft rock,*<v»hich a tor- 
rent has ^pufhed from its lofty bafe ; 

48 A^bright'bay fteed, from whofe poliflied 
back* the trappings ilide, as drops of rain 
glide haftilydown the ,flippery' marble. 

49 Even In his wdakeft ftate he feems to 
boil while he runs ; and "the found, which 
he makes in his rage, i$ like that of a 
bubbling cayJdron* 

.50* When other % horfes, that fwim thrpugh 
the air, are languid and' kick the duft hf 
nifties on like a flood, and ftrikes the hard 
earth with a firm hoof. 

5 1 He makes the light youth Aide from his 
feat, and violently ihakes the *ikirts of a 
heavier and more ilubborn rider,; 

52 Rapid as the pierced wcod irf the hands 
of a piayful child, which he whirls quickly 
round with a* well-faftened cord. 

J3 . He has the loins of vm antelope, and tiie 
'thighs* of' an oftrich ; he trots like^a wolf, 
, and gallops like a young fox. 

J4 Firm' are 1 his hauncheV; and, when his 
hinder parte are . furn^d towards you, Le 
.\6Us the fpace between “his legs \&th a long 
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thicknail, which touches not the ground, 
and fhclines not to either fide! 

55 Hie bacliy«whfri*^e # ft^aas in his ftall, 
refemhies the fixjooth* ftone on which, per- 
fumes are missed for a bridt, or the feeds 
of cbloquinteda are bfiiifed. 

5 6 _ _ The blood, of the fv?ift game, -which re- 

-rifains'Ym his. neck, is like the crimfon 

• •' • 

juice of Hinna oi\grey flowing* locks. 

57 He bears ‘usjtfpjeedily to a herd of wild 
cattle, in which* the* heifers are fair, as .the 
vfrgins in black tr^iliny robes, who dance 
rojmd the idol i?£w./*Ak : 

58 . They tutiv thai r baclft, and appear like 

tRe variegated fhclls of ykmen on ‘the 
0 * .• ; •. • 
neck of a youth % c’iftinguiiJied in- his tribe 

for a multitude of noble kinfiyen’. 

59 «Ha fbon brings <us up to the foremoft of 
the beafts, £^id Jcdves the reft far behind ; 
nor has the .herd time to cKfperfe itfelf. 

60 H6 nms from .wild Bulls t© wild heifers, 
and ovgtpowers them- in a Angle, heat, 
without being , barfed, .or even *mqiftene‘d- 
witb fweat. 

£ii *rRen tfie bdfy copk \ 3 reUe$,the ggm>v 
roafting part, baling part on &ot ft&nes, 
and flpick*ly boiling the ^eft in a veffej of 
iroi^. 
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62 In the evening 'we depart ; 'and, when 
the behplder’s eye afcends to the head of 
my hunte^, and then- defce’nds <to.his feet, 

it' is> unable at once to tafe^/ in all his 

#* * . 

beauties, v 

63 His trappings and girths are ftill upon 
him ; he Hands ere£t‘ before me, not yet , 
loofed for pafture. «* 

64 O 'friend, feeit thod the lightning, 

whofe flafhes referable the quick glance of 

, twe* hands amid clouds raifed above clouds? 

*' 

65 The fire it ^gleams likc 4 the lamps of, 
, a hermit, when "the* oil, «ppured ou them,* 

(hakes the cord by wlrifh they .are fuf- 
• pended. 

66 l I* fit gating at it,* while itiy companions 
(land between dAaridge and odha'ib,; 
but « far diftant is th€ cloud on«\yfrich my 
eyes kre^fixed. 

67 Its* right* fide feeps to pour Its rain on 

the hills kXtan v atid its**leTt on *the 

mountains' of si-taar and yapbul.,* 

4 s > . 

6$ It continues to difcharge’’ its waters oveY 

ccttaiva till the ruffing torrent lays.pro*- 

ftrate th&'grdves., of Canahbel-Xxftts) , 

(jg It paffes over mount keV^an, which it 

% deluges in iis courfe, and forces the wild* 

Jgfiwts to defcen^<£rom every cliff.*’* 
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70 Oxi* mount tai&a it leaves not one 

/ \ • • 

trunk' of a palm-tree, nor a Angle edifice, 

which, is* not; built* with .■tfell-cemented 
ftone. 

71 , Jl 4 ount tebe<r Random the heights of 
the flood like a ven£fablg chief wrapped 

in a ftriped mantl§. 

* %• * * 

72 'The •fummit of mogaimir, covered 
with the robbifh .which thi torrent has 
rolled down,* looks in the morning like the 

top of a fpindle encircled with wobl. 

• ^ » * 

73 *The cloud unloads freight on the 

de^rt of GHABuVr, ‘Tike a merchant , of 
yeMen alighting, with his ‘bales of rich 
apparel. 

• • * 

74 The final! birds % of the valley vrlrble at 
day-bre*ak, as if they Rad takeji their* early 
.‘draught* of generpus wine mixfd with 
fpice. 

75 The beafts. of the wodd, drowned in 
tfie flocks of aightj float, like the roots of 
wild oniOns, at the diftant* edge, of the 
lake: 
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This poem was occasioned by a little incident 
highly characteristic of pastoral manners., ta- 
rafa and his brother mabeb jointly possessed 
a herd of camels, «*nd had agreed to watch 
them alternately, each on his particular day, 
lest, as they were, grazing, they slynild be 
driven off by a tribe with whom their own clan 
was at war ; bu, our poet was sa immersed in 
meditation, and so wedded *o his- muse, that 
he often neglected his charge, and was sharply 
j-eproved by his brother, who asked him sar- 
castically, Whether , if he lost the camels , they 
could be restored by his poetry ? *' You shall be 
“convinced of it,” answered taka fa ; ?>■:] 
persisted so long in his negligence, that the 
wlrn'e herd was actually seized by the mod . - 
rites. This was more than he really expected ; 
and he applied to all his 'friends for assistance 
in, recovering the camels: among others he so- 
licited the help of his cCousWmalkc, who, .in- 
stead of .granting it, took the opportunity oi 
r 'jbuking him with acrimony for his remissnes: 
in that; instance, and for his general- prodiga- 
lity, libertinism, and spirit of contention ;• tell- 
ing him, that he was a uisgrace to. his Jayiily. 
and had raised innumerable enemies. 
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The defenbe of a poet \ya^ lively to be best made in 
poetical language ; and tarafa Produced the 
foliowing; composition. . in* vindication* of his 
character anti fcondiict, "wliich he Jwdflly jus- 
tifies •in4veiy respect,, and evejJ claims praise 
for the very cotirsp of lile, which had exposed 
him to censuie. 

, He glopies hi§ passion for women, and begins 
as- usual \fith lamenting the departure of his 
beloved khauIa, o\*the tender jfm?i ; whose 
beauty he describes m a very lively strain. It 
wera* t<j be wished, •that he had said'more^of 
his njjstrcss, 3nd less of his^ camel* of which he 
interweave^ a veny ^.rfcl no very pleasing, 

description. 

Th£ rest of the poenTcontains an eloge on # his 
own fortitude, sprightliness, liberality, and 
valour, mixed with keen expostulations on the 
luikindncss and ingratitude of ma^ec, and with 
aU # tli£ common topic ks in favour of .voluptu- 
ousness*: he even triumphs on hafing slain and 
dressed one of his father’s camels, apd blames 
thepld imn for his •churlishness and avarice. 
It is a tradition preserved by Jim t)beida , that 
one of tffe chief's, whom the poet comflimente 
in the eightieth couplet, made hyn a present of 
a hundred camels . and enabled .hint, as he had 
promised; to Convince his brother, that poetn 
“icoul(t zfpuir hia loss. 

The metrd is flip same .with that used by amri- 
olkai«.* 
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I rt oTHE manfipn - of khaula i^.defo- 
“ late, and the traces of it on the ftony 
“hills of t ah m eTd -faintly (bine, like the 
“ remains of blue figured 'painted !'on the 
“ back of a hand.” 

3 -While I /poke thus to myfelf. my com- 
panions flopped their couriers by my 
fide, and faid, “ Perifh not through dq- 
" lpa'r, -but aft with fortitude.” 

3" *Ah \ faid /, the vehicles,' which bore 
away my fair one, *on th*e morning when 
the tribe of malec depart etf, and their 
camels were travelling thg batiks of deda, 
referpblpd Jarge fhips ' 

y. Sailing, from ado i.r; or veflels of the 
trier chtoht ibn yamin, which .the mar«aat 
now turns obliquely,' and’ now fleers in a 
dire£fc courfc ; . 

j . • Ships, which 'cleaye the foaming waves 
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with flieir prows,* as a* boy at Jus piay di- 
vides with ( his hand the-coHe§£d earth. 

* / 1 ' • 

6 In that tribe wdfe a lovely antelope with 

black eyes, dark tuddy lips, £nd a beau- 
tiful neck gracefully j^ifed to crop the 
frefh berries of erac. %\ neck* adorned 

with twfl fixings of pearls and topazes. 

* • • • 

^ ‘ She flxays^frbm ter young, # and feeds* 

with the herd o£T roes in the tangled 
thicket, where {tv e brouzes the edges of 
the wild fruit, and covers herfclf w 4 th *a 
mantle o£,leave$ 

8 • SRe fmiles* and difplays. her bright 
feeth rifing from tReir dark-coloured bafis, 
like a privet*plant in, full bloom, which 
pierces a bank of » pure faiTd moiftened 
\vith dew : 

9 * -Her teeth the *fun has irpparted his 
brilliant water** bfit not to the part where 
they grow, "fohich is fprinkl^d with lead- 
ore, white the iVory remains ifhf^otted. 

to Hfcr fact, appears Jo he wrapped*" fn -a; 
veil of . fbnbeaihs ! unbhsmifhed is her 
complexion, and her fkin is. Without* a. 
wrinkle' 

* Such, carqs . as this , whenever they op- 
^refs* my foul, I«difp*el^ 4 y taking advent ur- , 
ous jgiB-mes on a lean > ; , *j»et brijk,' camel, 
VOL. VIII. C 


II 
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who runs with,a qaipk pace bof|i morning 
aqd evening ; 

Vi f t 

12 , Sure-footed, £frn And .thin as the planks 
.of h bier;- wKofe jcourfe J**J»aften over 

lofng-troBden paths, ' variegated ljke a 
ftriped veft. 

i * 

13 She rivals the fwiiM?ft r camels even of 
the noblefl breed, and her liind-feet ra- 
pidly follow her*' fore-feet on the beaten 
way. 

14 . In the vernal leafon, fhe "grazes on 
yon two hil's among others^ of her race, 
whofe teats are not yet filled with milk, 
and depaftfires tht lawns, whole hnefl 
grafs the gentle fhowers have made luxu- 
riantly g**een. 

t 5 She. turns back at the found of. her 
rider’s voice; and repels the , carefles di" a 
thick -haired ruffet ftallion with the lafh of 
her bu!h^ tail, 

16 Which appears v as if the .two wings of 

it large white eagle were transfixed by an 
awl to the bone. And hung waving round 
bdth/ner iides : . 

j 

17 One while, it lafiies the place of him,, 

t » 4 

who ride^ hindmoil on her 5 another 
while, it plays round her'teats, wlir'h are 
become wrinkled and flaccid ,Jike a lea-~“ 
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therr^*bag, their ntilk <10 longer diftending 
them. 

1 8 Hef two haunohes *ire pftimp, and corn- 
pa^ a£*the two. fmoojth valves of a lofty 
oaftle-gajfe. 

1 9 Supple is her back-ban^ : her ribs are 
.lik# th£ ftrpngeft * bows ; and her neck is 
firmly raifed on the well-connedted vei>* 
tebres. 

20 The two cavities under her fhoulders 
• . • • * 

are fpaciou^ as two dens of beafts amohg 

theNvild^ lotus-plant? ; s^d ftiff bows ap- 
pear to Be Ijont under her finewy loins. * 
Her two ’thighs are exceedingly ftrong, 
an3, when /he inovqs,. they diverge Iike« 

two buckets Carrie*! from ft well* in the 
• • • 

. ■ hands of a robuft draVcr of water. 

22 * Her pints are well knit , and Iter hones 

• • • 

are folid,.Y\\LZ\a. bridge of Grecian -archi- 
£turfc ># whofe builder had jowed\ that he 

.wtSuhheticlofe if wUh w£ll-cemerrted bricks. 

^ • 

21 TShe*hai{ under her chin is of a ffcfldifh- 
^ • • | • § 

hue : hei* back fs mufcular : (h# takes long* 

• t • * 
yej quicks ileps .with her hina-feet, .and 

moves* her fore-feet with a*gility.j ## 

. • 

24 She tofifdS .them 'from'her cffejl with the 
Itrehgth and fyvifthefs o£ cables firrnjy 
pulled by a nezvous aivn,i and her Aigul- * 


c 2 
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jders are bent like 'the rafters *^f a lofty 
dome : , 

25 .She turiis rapidly ‘from the ’path: ex- 
ceedingly fwift, is her p ace V long is her 
he’ad ; and her fliouldgr-bones are ftrongly . 

united to hter fides. 

/ , 
r i 

26 The white and ‘hollow njjirks . of the. 
cords, with which her, burdens have been 
tied to her back, refemfile pools of water 
on the fmooth brow of a folid rock, 

27 1 ' Marks, which fometimes unite and 

fometimes are diftindt,. like .the gores of 
fine linen, which are fiswe 3 under the 
arms of a well-cut rube.' , 

28 ' Long is her neck; and, when flie 
raifes it 'with celerity, it' refembles the 
ftern of a Ihip floating aloft on the'bil-* 

lotfy TIGRIS. 

29 -Her ikull is firrrf as an anvil ; and the 
bones, which the. futures unite, are in- 
dented, 'and fliarp as a 1 file. 

30 Her cheek is Ijnooth and wfiijte as paper 
of^SYRiA; and hei* lips, as' foft as dyed' 
leather of Yemen, exadtly and Tmoothly 
cut. - 

2i Her two' eyes, like twp polilhcd mir- 
rors, have found a hiding-place in'' the 
caverns of thcnf orbits, the bon6s of which 
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33 


34 


are life rocks, in*^hofe cavities the water 

is collected : 

• • 

Thou beholdeft them* fret from hlemifh 
or ipot* “and refemblmg irr beauty thofe of 
a* wild cow, thej mother cff pfayful young, 
when the voice of the huatter ha£ filled her 

.with f^ir. 

• • • 

’ Her ears trjftly diftinguifti every found* 
to* which Ih'e lilfens attentively in her 
nightly journi^J, € whether it be a gentle 
whiter or a loud noife j 

Sharpe^ars, •by^which^the excellence of 

her* breed known ! ears, like thofe *of 

• # • 

•a folitary wild-bull in the groves of 

HAUMEL. 


35 Her Jheart, eafily fi^fceptible of terror, 
~ palpitates with a quick motion, yet re- 

maths, firm in her 'cbejt as a ^rouftd folid 
ftgne ftrikingla b* oad floor of marble. 

36 * Jf I ^)lea*fe f , fhe#raifes h®r head to the 
•middle of her ‘trappings, anc£ iVvims with 

hertforS-legs as fwift^as*a young oftritfh,. 

37 If I.pleafe, lhe # mov^fe mor^ flowly ; if 
not,* ihe gallopsi .through* fe/r of «the 

•<ftr©ng lafh formed of twifted thp^gs. 

38 flei uppes lip is divided, and the fofter 
part ^ of her nofe # i§ • bored ; when t lhe # 
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bends them towards the groun?, her pace 
is greatly Accelerated. 

39 % On a ’camel like this I continue my 
, couiTe, rwhen the companiohN of. my ad- 
venture ^exclaims : u Oh ! that I could re-. 
“ deem thvse, and redeem myfclf from the 
iC impending danger !” 

40 While his foul flutters through fear, and, 
imagining that hfb» has loft the way, he 
fuppofes himfelf on the brink of perdition. 

4 1 <■ When the people fay aloud,' “ Who is 
“ the man deliver us from calamity 

‘ I believe that they call* upon m fe, ?nd I 
difgrace not their 'conuniffion by fupinc- . 
nefs or folly. , 

42 I fhabe the lafh-over m^ camel, and Ihe 
4 quickens her pace, while the fultry vaY>oui 

rolls in waves over the burning cliffs. 

43 She floats proudly albng r with her flow- 
ing tail, as the d?ncing-£irl .floats in the 
banquet of her lord, and fpteads the long 
’•white fkiits 6f her trailing veft. * 

44 * I inhabit not the lofty hills through fear 
of enemies or of guefts ; but, •when the 

, trib/2 or the traveller demand jny'aflilfnnce, 
I give*it eagerly. 

45 If you'feek me in the circle of tlok af- 
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femWed nation, .tliere, you find me ; and, 
if you hunt me in thej boWers ^of the 
vintner, # thj3i*e • too you . uncover your 
game. 4 •• 

46 Whep you Vifit me in the morning, I 
offer 1 you a flowing ‘gc^blet ; and, if you 
make excufes, l.bid Vou drink it with 
pleafure, and repeat your draught. 

47 * When aft the oJ&n are met tfl ftate their 
pretenfions *to •nobility, you wull perceive 

me «raifed to the filmmit of an illurtripus 

• • • 

htfufe, the refuge of th& diftreffed. 

48 #My toippaniions in the feaft are youths 
bright as frars, and fingfng-girk, who ad- 
vSnce towards us, clad in ftriped robes ’and 
faflron -coloured mantles : 

49* Large is the operrtng of their vefts*above 

* their ^lClicate bctlbfns, through vdiicli the 
inflamed youtl* touches their uncovered 
breafts of e.\quifite foftncflf. 

50 • Whten we fav Xo orfe of theui, u Let us 

“ hear Ihe fteps bef re us with 

eafy grace * -and begins .with gdhtle notds, 

in a voice not forced : 

• « v • • 

5 1 * \^hen* fhe warbles fn a higher llraur,.- 

would •believe her .notes to be fhofe 

of? caijiels*lamtnting their # loft young. 

» * • * • • • 

52 ,TRhus I drink .ol&wjne without ce^fing. 
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and enjoy the delights of life ; falling and 
diljjpatmg py property both newly- ac- 
quired alfd. inherited ;« 

e? 'Until the whole clan reject me, and 

, t r r> * (* 

leave mi fqlitary like a difeafed camel 
fmeared with pitch : 

4 * 

54 - Yet even now I perceive, that the fons 
of earth ( the mojl indigent men) acknow- 
ledge my.bounty, apd the rich inhabitants 
of yon extended camp.eow/g/J my glory . 

55 O thou, who Cenfureft me for engaging 
in combats a/id purfuing pleafurds, wilt 
thou, if I avoid them, infure my jmmor-* 
tality ? 

56 • If thou art unable to repel the fltoke of 

death, allow me, before it comes, to en- 
jpy the Jjood, which I poffefs. 

57 "VJ/ere it not for three ‘enjoymexits, 

which youth affords, J fwear.by thy pro- 

fperity, tlfat I lhould pot be * folicitous 
* J # u ** 
how foop my*.friends vilited .me on my 

death-bed : 

58 Firil ; to rife* before* the cenfurers 
awake^*and to drink tawny winq, whiclj' 
fparkles dnd .froths when the dfcar ftream 

-Tis potJftd into jt. 

59 ' Next, when a warriour^enpjrded^y 
foes, lmplpres^ rj£y aid,, to bend^towards 
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him Kiy prancing changer, fierce as a wolf 
among the GADHA-trees, Jvh<|m th$ found 
of human f^ps* Jias jawal^ened, and who 
runs to quench his thirft at tlje brook. ^ 

Go . Thirdly, to'fhorten a cfoudy day, a 
day aftonifhingly dark, Jby toying with a 
lovely delicate giri under a tent fupported 
by*pillars, 

6 1 .A girl, whofe* *’ bracelet? and garters 
feem hung 6n the ftems of osHAR-trees, 

• a m 

or*of r'tcinus , not ftripped of they: f®ft 
leases. 

62 . Suffef n\e, whilft I live, to drench my 
•heacl with wine,- left, hiving drunk too 

litfle in my Ufe-time, / Jhould be thirjly in, 
another flake', 

•63 • A man of my gerferous fpirit drinks his 
full draught to-diy f and to-morrow, when 
we are dead?, it jvill be known, which of 
us has not quenched his thirft. 

64 . ' r I (ie no difference bfetweeir the tomb of 
the.anruicyjs mifer, gafping over his -hoards 
and the iorftb of !the libertine loft in the 
mazy of voluptuoufnefs. 

($5 You*hehold the fepulchres of thpm hotlr’ 
. rajfcd in two* heaps of earth, cm which are 
iffeleta^fl two fyoad . piles .of folid marble 
amoHg the tombs clcdSly conneSed. 
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Death, I obferVe* feleils tNe nobleft 
heroes £?r \.er victims, and reserves as her 

*♦ i I « 

property the choice^: ‘poijcilion^ of the lor- 
did Sioardcr, 

• 

*1 conhder tiitic as a treafiye decrcafing 
every night ^ and that, which every day 
dimhiilhcs, lbon periTflnjs for-ever. b 

By thy life, my Triend, wlien death in- 
flicts "not her w6«nd, "flic refombles a 

camel-driver, who relaxes the cord which 
. • • 
r^maing twilled in his han^L 

What carafes -the yarlan^e, which I 
perceive,^ between me «^nd* my con fin* 
malkc, wlio, whenever \ approach him, 
retires and fleeg to a diftarjee ? 

tie cefffurcs me* whilft T know not the 

• • • 

.ground* of his cenfiire ; juft as K^Rtrn, 
the® ion of aa iiifn,* reproved the 

affembiy of the trifle* 

He bidg me whplly deTpaiy "of ati the 
good which I leek, -as if we Ifaci buried it 
hr a gloomy gfave ; 

-And^. this* for no* dcfaifUHory word* - 

■which' have uttgred, but only boraufe 

I. fqiigjfrt, without remifl’nefs,. foi* ^he.ca- 
* • • 
mels of*iny brother MADfcIT. 

I hav§ drawij elbferrfhc tics of our Ma- 
.tion,* ?ujd*I fw€f^r # bjr thy profp®*ify, that*, 
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75 


76 


77 


78 


79 


80 


in sffl times of » fixtrame diftrefs, my fuo 
cour is at liknd. 

• 

Wkenevgr I am fifmmofied on moment- 
ous enferprifes, *1 am.prepared * to encoun- 
ter peuil ; an<J, whfcnetfer the foe aflTails 
thee impetuoufly, I <J c f en d thee with 
equal t yehqm^nce. 

If any baft defamers injure thy go©d 
name by their calumnies, "I force them, 
without previjfus menace, to drain a cup 
froth the pool of death ; 

Yet^ without; having committed any 
offence, I. cm treated like the worft* of- 
fender, am Cenfiired, infulted, upbraided* 
reje&ed. . 

Were ’any other mad" but malec 
,my coufin, he would have «difpelled my 
earre§? # or have* left me at liberty for a 
fcafon. • 

But my fcinfnwn ftrangjes me with cru- 
elty,* even at* the very tim£ when I am 
giving thinks for paft and requeftiflg new, 
favours*; even when 1 am # feeki»g from 
him the redemption of my loifl. 

•The unkindnefs of relation's* gjyes keeriti 
-a'lguifh Vo; every noble br&aft than the 
(Irokc of an iVjDiJt N cimeter. 

.Permit me thep^to'.folfovir the bene* of 
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my nature, and I will be grateful for thy 
indulgence,* although mf abode fhould be 
fixed at fi&ch a<dift?nce as the mountains 

f Of D-A'RQHED. 

8 1 Had it pleafed the Author of my being, 
I might ha been illuftrious as kais, the 
fon ‘of khaled ; had it pleafed my Cre- 
ator, I might have been eminent as amru, 
the fon cf morthsd : 

82 Then fhould I have abounded in wealth; 
and the nobleft chiefs would have vifited 
me as a chieftain equally noble. 

83' I am light, as you know -me all, -and 
am nimble ; following my own .inclina- 
tions, and brifldy moving as the head of 
a ferpent with flaming eyes. 

84 I have fworn, that my fide fhould 
never ceafe to line a bright iNBiArn blade 
with two well-polifhed and well-fharpened 
edges. 

85 A penetrating cimeter! Wlien I ad- 

. . vance with it in my defence againft a 

fierce attack, .the firft ftroke^ makes a fe— 
jcond isnneceflary : it, is not a mere .pjrun- 
, ing-fickle, 

86 But the gehuine brother of corff.dence, 
not bent hy the . tnofl impetuous 2 blow ; 
.and, .when they fay to. me, “ Gently,” I 
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reftrafti its t rage»* and exclaim, u It is 
44 enough.*’ 

When the whole -clan «&re bracing on 

their arrttour with eag’er hafte, fhou njayft 

find me .victorious in* the conflict, Sis foon 

as my hand can toud\ the hrlt of this 

cimeter. 

• 

• Many a herd orflumbering camels have 
I approached with *rtiy drawif fabre, when 
the foremoft' of* them awakening have fled 
thrbngh fear of me : * 

But Qjie o£ them has*pafled before me, 
Jlrcmg-limbfil, full-breafted, and well-fed, 
• the. highly-Valued property of a morofe 
old churl, dry and thin as a fuller’s club. 

• • * • . f 

He faict to me, when tire camel s hoof 
• • • 
gnd thigh were difmfcmbered, l 4 Seeft*thou 

- 44 *aaot hdw great hn* injury thou haft done 

44 me ? 

* . • 

. Thfey he* turned to his attendants, fay- 

ii^j, ***What cfpinion Jo youjform of that 
44 )»ourigj^ine-drinker, # who aflails ws im-. 
44 petuouflyj whife violence is precon- 
certed ?” 

# 4 *£e£ve # him/he adde # d, anii.let jhis 
44 //amel be*his perquilite ; but% unlefs yoir 
^ drivg off thtf # hindmoft .of the herd, lie 
44 will reiterate, his mfi^ljief.V’ 
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93 Then our damfels^were bufy^in drefling 
the carrielV foal, and eagerly ferved up the 
lufcious bunch; « 

94 * O daughter of mabed, firtg mj praifes, 
if T am llain, according to nyr deferfc, and 
rend thy vefl^ with finccre affliction ! 

95 Compare me noPwitfi any pian, whofe * 
t courage equals not my courage ; * whofe 

exploits -are not like mine ; who has not 
been engaged in combats, in which I 
have been diftinguifhed ; 

96 With a mate flow in nobl§ enferprifes, 

v but quick in bafe purfuit$,j diihonoured iri' 
the aflembly of the *ribe,* and a vile out- 
call. 

97 Had I •"’been ignoble among my coun- 
trymen, the enmity of the befriended and ' 
theJfriendlefs might have been injusious to 
me j 

98 But their male\olonce* is ,rtpelled by 
my iiiitn defiarfee of thdrn, by fliy boldnel's 
iu- attack, by *my folid integrity, and my 
edited birth., 

« r * . i' 

99 „ B) t thy life, thq bardell enterprises- nei- 
ther t fill ihy . day with iolicitirde, nor 
lengthen the duration of *my nights 

'I op But inajiy a daCy have I fixed ‘myXta- 
# tion wnmoveabl>*in t th© clofe cou^iCt, and s 
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defended a jjafs, .rega^dlefs of hoftlle me- 
naces, 

10 1 Oh my satft'Q field. of,*combat, where 
even the* boldcft .hero* might, be’ dpprehen- 
five of ^deltrudfion ; .where ftie mirfcles of 
our chargers quake, a£ fioon as *they min- 
gle in battle ; 

102.’ • And many, arf arrow for drawing lo(s 
have I fecif well- hardened and* made yel- 
low by fire,’ and then have delivered it 
inl*o,the hand of 'a gamefter noted for ill- 
fortune. 

^03 , Toonmch wijaotn i' folly ; for time will 

produce events, ,pf which tlrou canfl: have 
n® idea ; and he, to whom thou gaveft no 

9 • ® 

commiffiop,* will bring tfige une.fpecled 
news. • 
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tHE ARGUME/NT. 


TlIE war of dahis, of whiph AmHolkqh is by.s'ome . 
‘supposed r to have beenjhe cause, had raged near 
forty years, if the Arabian account be true, be- 
tween the tribes of abs and, dhobyan, who both 
began at fynigth to fee tired of so bK/ody and 
ruinous a contest; a treaty was therefore pro- 
ppsed and concluded ; feut hose fix, the son of 
dem oem, whbs^v brother hare ^ had been slain 
by ward, the son of habes, had taken d. solemn 
oath., not unusual among tlje Arabs, that he 
would iiQt bathe his t head in water , until he had 
avenged the death of his brother, by killing* 
either i^ard himself, br*one of his* neatest re- 
lations.* ft is head was'nQt long unbathed ; and 
he is even supposed to have viplated the* Jaw of 
hospitality bjf slaving a gupst, whQjn hot found 
to be an jtbsite descended linQjUly from* the 
. dommox^ ancestor g*le :b. r JQhiymaligfiant and 
vindrctive # «pirifgave great displeasure to ha^ 
retu an3 harem, twp.viituous chief's, of tlje 
same tjibe -with* hoski s r ;* and,* when # tl*e absites 
>vere approaching in Warlike «ssuy to resent, the 
infraction of the treaty, ^ar'eth sent ink Q\\q 
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son to the tentpf tlfeir clfief with^a present of a 
hundred fine , camels, as an atorvement for the 
murder ftf their countryman, •• and a message 
importing his firm reliancfe on their hoftour^ and 
his,ho*pe, that they would prefer Ihe milk of the 
camels to the blood of his soie. Upon this Rabeiah, 
the prince of abs, having liafangued his troops, 
and received thdir approbation, sent back the 
yo’uth with this answer; that “ he accepted tlie 
“ camels as an expiatpry gift, and would supply 
“ the imperfection* of the former treaty by a 
“ sincere and durable pdhee.” 

In commemoration of this nobjlg act, zohair, then 
a very old plan, confposed the following pane- 
gyYick on H(t&th and llarepi ,« but tlie open- 
ing of it, like all the others, is amatory and 
elegiack : it has also something of the drama- 
tick form. 

•Th« jK>et, supposed to be travelling with a friend, 
reeogyiiseg the place •where the tent of*his mis- 
tress had' been pitched-twenty yeaft before; he 

finds* it wild and*desolate : butdiis imagination 
- • • , ° 
is sb ^varrgtd by associated jjleaS of lormer hap- 

phicss, that he seems to discern a Company of 
damsels, wttkjiis favourite in the midst ofTthem, 
of whose appearance and jouraey hg gives-a very 
lively picture ; and thence passes, fratlie^ ab- 
ruptly,, t*)*the praises of the two peace-makers' 
aud tfieir tribg^ jnveighs against the hialigrtity 
of XiqsEw; personifies JVar, the miseries of 
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which he describes In a strain ’ lighly figurative; 
and concludes with a number of fine maxims, 
not unlike the proverbs of i'olomori , which he 
repeats* to his friend as a specimen of his wis- 
dom acquired by long experience, , 

The measure is t}ie same with that of the first and 
secopd poems.' * 
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ARE thefe the oiily traces pf th§ lovely 
ommaufi a ? Are thefe the filent ruins o£ 
h§r maflfion " in the ifough plains of der- 
RAAGJE arfd.MCTHATAJJLEM? 

2 Are the remains of her abode, in the two 

• • • 

Rations of Vakma, become-like bWe Rains 

% 

renewed with frelh.tfoad on # the veins of 
the wrift? 

r* • 

3 There the ^iM cows with large eyes, 
and the miljp-white deer, faalk in How fuc- 
dfeffion, while, their young rife haliily to 
follow % them from evesy lair.* 

A On t^is flain } ftoppgd, after’^n^bferice 
of ^twenty fummers, and , wfth difficulty 
could fecoHeft the manfien of ,my fair one 
after long.meditatkm j . 

5 t •After JUrveyjf^ the black ftones on which 

hef. cauldrons ufed*ft*o be raifed, and tBe 
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canal round her^tent, likefrhe margin of a 
fifh-pond$ which time ha/u not deftroyed. 

6 Spon as I rPcQlle&ed the dwelling-place 
t)f my buloved, I faid to the reirfairrs of her 
bower : “ Hai^ fweet bowef ; may thy 
44 morning ]be' fair and aufpicious !’* 

7 But, I added, look, mjrfrieryd! doftthoyL 
not difcern a company of maidens feated 
on camels, and advancing over thfc high 
ground above the /Ireams of jortham ? 

8 * They leave ‘on their right the mpuntains 

and rocky plains of % keiJAAN\ Oh ! how 

many of my^bitter foes, akd how many ’of 
• — • * m \ 
my firm allies, does kenaan contijn ! ! 

9 *They a^e mounted in Carriages covered 
with'coftly awnings, and with r6fe-coloui;ed 
veils, the linings of which have the hue of 
crimfoi> slndem-wood. 

10 They now appear by the valley of su- 
baan, and nejv they pafs through k: the 
trappings of all their camels -are new and 
larger 

£ 

1 1 Whfli they afcend from the bbfom of thtf 
vale, they fit forward, on the faddle-cloths, 
witti«bvery mark of a volypjuous gaiety. 

1 2 The locks of ftaineeJfWoof,* th§t fail frpm 
their .carriages* jj*benever they alight, re- 
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femble the \carlet*berries of night-lhade dot 
# yet crufl\ed.\ 

13 Trtiey roVe at day-brealf ; they proceed- 
ed at. cfarly dawn ; ,t$,ey are advancing to- 

• wards the valley of ktas 'direStly and furely, 
as the hand to the mouth. 1 

14 . . Noiy, wjian th'ey have reached the brink 

y of yon blue guftiing rivulet, they fix the 

poles of their tejits, like the Arab with a 
fettled nuyifion*. 

15 Among, them the nice gaz^r on*beauty 
miy figjl delight^ and life curious obfervant 

, eye may b$ gratified with charming objects. 

• 

<1 6 w m *In this placed how nobly did the two de- 
fendants of gaidh, . the fon of Morra, la-- 
bour tg unite the •tribes, winch a fatal ef- 
%fufion of blood had long divided ! 

17 ’ *’"I have fworn by the facred qpliflfce, round 

which the fans b f koraisj* and jorham, 
•\jho built It; make devout proceflions ; 

1 8 * Yes, l have folemnly fworn) that I would 

give du^pr^ife to tt^it illuftrious paff, who 
have fhbwn theft excellence* in all- affairs, 
•both Ample and complicated.. 

19 •Noble, chiefs! You 0 reconcilfedL a ABs»and 
PHOBLYAtjJa/ter their bloody conflicts; after 
the.deadly pcrS|fne*s- of mwspam had .long 
fcattfered poifon amp4g theril,. 
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20 You laid, ** We will ft ( cure tLe publlck 
“ good on a firm bails : \yhatever profufion 
** of wealth or exerfibns cof virtue it may 
“ demand> we will fecure it.”*. 

• Ac ^ * e 

21 Thence you raifed'a ftropg fabrick of 
peace 3 from \yKich all partial obftinacy and 
all criminal fupinenefs were alil^e remoyed. 

22 Chiefs, exalted in the high ranks of 
maad, father of 'Arabs! may you be led 
into the paths of felicity ! The man, who 

. opefis for his country a treafure <>i glory, 
ihould himfelffce glorified. 

i * * 

23 They drove to the r tents.of their appeafed 
foes a hercl of young camels, marked for 
the goodnefs of their breed, and either in- 
herited ftpm their fathers Pr the fcattered 
prizes of war. 

24 With a hundred Camels they closed all 
wounds : in due feafon were they given, 
yet the gibers were themfelves free from 
guilt. 

25 The atonement was aufpicicufly offered 
bjr on\? tribe to the ptber; yet thofe, who. 
offered it, had not fhed a cupful of blood. * 

a6 Oh 1 . convey, this tnefiage from me to 
••the foils f>i dhoby^n, and fay to the can- 

yon n^^ovinil^yotfrJefyes 
In this tr<%ty by§n. inSiffoluble tit* 
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ij Attempt :^ot to* conceal from god the 
(Jefigns wjiich your bofpms , contain ; for 
that, which you ftrive jto &ide, god per- 
fe£J:ly Jkifows. 

28 * He fometiings defers* the punishment, 
but regifters the crime in* a volume, and 
.referve# # it /or thfe day of account ; *fome- 
tliftes he accelerates the chaftifement, and 
heavily it falls ! 

29 War is a dll# fiend, as you have known 
by <2kperience ; nor is this a new or a doubt- 
ful "afiTertyon concerning* her. 

3a • When yon expelled her from yqur plains, 
you expelled hercovered with infamy; but, 
wfien you Jdndled her flame, flie blazed 
and raged: 

^1' She ground you, as the m'dl grinds the 

corn with its lower ftone : like «. female 
• m * , 
camel (he became pregnant ; fhe bore twice 

in one % yeat 4 and, at her laft labour, ftie 

was the mother of twins : • , 

« * 

32 She t -ought forth Diftrefs and *Ruin, 
monfter^ full-grown, each of tfiem deform- 
,e$ a* the dun carnal of a ad.: rfift then gave 
them* Jjer Sreaft’ and th&y were^ipfhyitly 
weaned. 

33. "O.jvhat pl&jty* ihe produced in your 
lan^j The provifiori^ which.fhe fuppliedj 
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were more abuAdantJ noJ&oubt,*than thofe 
which the cities of irak difpenfe to their 
inhabitant^*, weighed wifti large weights, 
•and me^ured in ample meafures ! • 

34 Hail, illuilrious tribe! They # fix* their 
tents wher £ faithful allies defend their in- 
terefts, whenever fome cloudyciight aflails 
them with fudden adve’rfity. 

35 Hail, noble race!* among whom neither 
can the revengeful man wreak his venge- 
ance ; nor is the penitent offender Teft to the 
mercy of hisffoes, 

36 Like cgmels, were they turned *ioofe «tcT . 
paflure between the times of watering ; *and 
then they- le,d to copious pools, horrid 

with armVand blood : 

• • 

37 They dragged one another to their Se- 
veral deaths ; and then were thty brought 
back, like a herd, tcf graze on pernicious 

and*noxio^s weeds. • 

•• 

38 I fwofce by my life, that I^would e&alt 

vCrith praifes that excellent Jrilrjf whbm ho- 

SE4N, th£ fon*of deMdIem, iftjyred, when* 

he refuieglto concur in the treaty.* 

• • • • • • 

39 H^i bdnt his*whole mind to* t,he* accom- , 

p]ifh merit of his hidden puppofe : # he revekl- 
ed it not 4 he topic fio j{irecipitat«.ftep. 

46. • He*faid,‘ “ fvffo. accomplifh nr^defignj 
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** and will f&cure'myfglf from my foe with 
? a thoufand horfes well-rpaparifoned.” 

41 He made a fierce attack, ’*nor feared the 
number of tents^ *where Deatbf the mother 
of vultutes, had fixed’ her manfion ; 

y • 

42 There the w^rriour 9 fk)qd armed at all 
‘points, ’fierce as a lion with ftrong mufcles, 
with a flowing mane, with claws never 
bhmted ; 

43 A bold iionj’who, when he is .aflailed, 
fpeedily chttftifes the aljailant ;• and,* when 
no one stacks hyn openly, often becomes 
•th<? aggrefTor*. 

44 Yet I fwear Gy thy life, my friend , that 
their lances • poured not forth the blood of 
1 BN NE*HEIC, nor ©f ^OTHALLEM cruelly 

Slain : 

45 Their javelins had no fliare ,in drinking 

the blood of* naCfei., nor that of waheb, 

nor that of iBn mjjaddem, 

• ^ . . * 

46 The (jeaths of all thofe chiefs I myfelf 
have feeu> expiated vit^i camels # free'*from 
blemifh, hfeending the fummise^of rocks. 

4J *H^,.indqpd, who reje&s "the’blunf end 
of thejance, which is prtfented'ds*p token oj 
peace,, mujl .yield to th*e fharpnefs of the 
1 poiqt/* with wtycK • yyery t^ll javelip. is 
armtfd. 
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48 He, who keeps' hist promile, efcapes 

blame ; -and^ he, who dire&s his heart to 

* < 

the calm* refting-place 'of integrity, will 
never jammer, n, or quake in the qffemblies 
of bis nation. 

49 He, who trembles at all pofliblc caufes of 
death, falls in their way;. even though he' 
defire to mount the ‘Ikies on a fcaling- 
ladder. 

50 He, who pofleflesu wealth or talents, 
and withholds them from his countrymen, 
alienates their love, and expcjfes himfelf to 
their obloquy. 

51 He, who continually debafes his mind 
by fuffering others to ride over it, and 
never raifes it from fo abje£t a ftate, will at 
laft repent of his meannefs. 

52 He, ivho fojourns in foreign countries, 
miftakes his enemy for his friend ; and him, 
who exalts not his own foul, the nation 
will not exalt*. 

53. •• He, who drives not inv^ers from his 
ciftern with , ftrong t awns, will fee it de- 
moliflied and he, who abftains ever fo 
much from injuring others, will often him- 
felf be injured. 

54 He, who conciliates not thje. hearts of 
men 'in 'a vajieJ^r of tyanfa&io%«, will be 
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bitteni by their {harp teeth, and trampled on 
by their patterns. 

55 He,' who'fliielis his, reputation by ge- 
nerous, deeds, will f augment* " and he, 
who guards not'himfelf from cenfute, will 
be cenfured. 

56 . I am^weary of the hard burde’ns which 
life impofes ; and every man who, like me, 
has lived fourfcore* years, wiH aHuredly be 
no lefs weary, * 

57 1 have fqen Death herfelf {tumble* like’ a 
dinf-fighjed camel ; but he, whom fhe ftrikes, 
falls ; and h^, whom fhe mifles, grow r s old, 

leven to decrepitude. 

58 Whenever a man has a peculi/r call in 
liis nature, •although he fuppvfe's it conceal- 
ed, it will foon be known. 

59 • Expedience has taught me the events of 

this day andyefterday ; but, as to the events 
pf to-morrow, I confefs my blindnefs. 

60 » * Half of man is his tonghe, and the 

other hJMs his heart : the reft is only an 

/* ' i J , . 

image compofed of blood >and jlefh. . 

( 5 i - *>He, who confers benefit^ dn perfons 

un wort hy of them, changes his .praiie to 
blame, and his joy to repentanfce. 

62 ^ How many ^m&irjoft tho,u fee, wjiofe 

abundant merit is Admired, When t bey are' 
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filent, but whofe failings /are difcovered, as 
fbon as' they open their lips ! 

* An old man never grows wife after his 

folly .?,blit, .wheh a youth has-aded foolifh- 

ly, he may attain wifdom. 

€ 

* We aiked,' and you gave: w’c repeated 
our *requefts, dnd yoilr gift alfc^was repeat- 
ed ; but whoever frequently fblicits, '(rill 5f 
length meet with ’a, refufkl. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


ALTHOUGH the opening of this poem be that 
of a* love- elegy*, and the* greater, part of it be 
purely pastoral, ,ytt it seems to have 'been com- 
posed gn an Occasion n\o>re exalted than the de- 
parture of a mistress* or the' complaints' 
lover ; for the poet,, who was also a genuine pa- 
triot, had been entertained at the court of n o- 
maan, king of hira in 'i]Iesopotamia, and had 
• beep therp engaged in a warm .controversy with 
rabeiah, son of ,Zeiad t chiqf of the Abfites, con- 
cerning the comparative excellence , of their 
tribes: leheid -himself relate^, wliat might’ be’ 
very naturally expected from a man o'tj his elO- 
quepceand warmth, that he Maintained the glory 
of his countrymen and ‘his own dignity against all 
opponents <; but, in order to perpetuate ly . Vic- 
tory, and to render his 'triumph more brilKant, 
he produced the follotviyg pcem, at the annual 
assembly, and, having obtained the ruff rages of 
thecritieks, Was .permitted,, we areVld, 'to hang 
it up on tlie gate of the Temple.* 

The '’fifteen first couplets are “extremely pic- 
turesque, and highly characteristic^ of Arabian 
manners*: they arefbllpwed by an expostulntory 

address of the 'poet himself or of s'omeTriend, 

1 * * ... ' 

Who attended him in 'his ram Wes, 'on the folly 

of his fruitless passion for 'N'awar'a, v 7 ho had 

flighted him, and ’^lipse't'ent was removed to a- 
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considerable distance # Oc<dsion is hence taken 
to interweave a long description of the camel, 
on tfhich he int^idel to travel £ar from the ob- 
ject of his love, and* which he compares for 
swiftness to a cloucj *dritep by tErf'wind^ t>r a 
wild-ass ruiltiing to a pool, pfter having subsist- 
ed many months on herbage ohly ; or rather to 
a wild-co\\f # hastening in search of her* calf, 
vnora the wblveshad left mangled in the forest: 
the lastcomparison consists of seventeen couplets, 
and may be compared with the long-tailed simi- 
lies of Jhe Greek ind Raman poets. He then 
returns to Naribara, and requites her coyness 
with expressions of equal indifference ; he de- 
(SCribes*the gaiefcj of his life, anj the pleasures 
which jie can gnjoy^even in fier absence; he 
celebrates his own intrepidity in danger, # and 
firmness on his **military ‘station ;* w^iente he 
takes occasion to introduced short, Jbilt lively, 
description of his hor$e * and, in the seventieth 
couplet, alludes to the.before-mentioi^d con- 
test, which jgave rise* to the pqpm : thence he 
passes to the praises of his ownjhgspitality ; and 
concl*des*‘with a pinegyrick on the .virtues of 
his tribg. 

The measure is outlie §ftl? class, calletl perfect 

• . 

verse, which regularly Consists of thef compound 
foot benedicerent, six. times repeated, in this 
form : 

‘ Tria grata sunt | anjmo jneo,* | melius nihil, 

,c Oculi digri, # | cyathu^ nijeng? | Tosehs calyx. 
VOL* VIII*. 
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But when the couplfet admits the thyd epitrite, 
pastoribus, % and the double iambus, amantium , 
it may be considered Us belonging to the 
seventh, or tremulous , class; between which 
aifd the~pJfect, tjie 1 ontjj distinction -seems td 
be, that the tremulous never admits tlie ana- 
pestick Foot. ‘They are both, in the language 
of European prosody, uimbicks , ip \vhich th^ 
even places are invariably pure, 1 and the # odd 
places always exclude the dactyl : ydien the 
uneven feet are trochees or pyrrhkks , the verses 
become choriambick or peonick ; but of this 
change we have no instance in the poem 
before us. 
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1 DESOI4ATE are’ the manfions of the 
fair*, the, ftations^ in mi via, where they 
refted, ahd ,thofe 'where they fixed their 
.abodes ! Wifd»ase the hills of goul, and 

deferted is the fummit of rijaam. 

• . • 

2 The canals of rayaan are deftroyed : 
jthe remains of them are laid bare and 
fraooth^d^ by the floods, like characters en- 
graved on the # folid 'rocks. 

3 , Dear * ruins! Many a ,^ear has been 

cldied*many a iftonth,holy and,tmhallowed, 

has Alaple^j’fince I exchanged tender vows. 

with their fair inhabitants, 

• ^ ^ 

4 „ ,Tbe rainy conft^llations of, fpring have 

mgde tReir .hills green anS luxuriant : the* 

J* «B \4%fJ ® 

drops from th£ thunder-douds have drench* 
ed*hem with profufe, as vffell as* with gentje; 
fliowers;. 

e 2 
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5 Showers , from evfery nightly tloud, from 
every cloud veiling ti e horizon at day-break, 
and from every evcning-cloud, refponfive 
with hoarfe murmurs. 

6 Here the wild eringo-plants raife their 
tops: here* the antelopes bring forth their 
young by the Tides' of the, valjey •. and here 
the oftriches drop their eggs. 

7 The large-eyed wild-cows lie fuckling 
their young, a few days old j their young, 
who will foon become a herd oh the plain. 

8 The torrthts have cleared the rubbifh, 
and difclofed the traces of habitations, asihe 
reeds of a writer reftore effaced letters in a 
.book ; 

9 Or as the black duft, fprinkled over the 
varied marks on a fair hand, brings tc'view 
with a brighter tint the blue ftains of woad. 

10 I Hood afking news of the ruins con- 
cerning fheir lovdy habitants; but what 
avail my queftions to dreary rocks, who 
anfwer them only by thtfir echo l 

n In the plains, Which now are naked, a 
populous tribe once dwelled but "they 
decamped at early dawn, and nothing of 
them remains but the, canals, which en- 
circled' thei“ ' tents, and the thumaam- 
plar.ts, with which they were repaired. 
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12 Hbw were tHy tender, affe&ions raifed, 
.when the damsels of the tribe departed; 
when they hid themfelvels in carriages of 
cotton*, like antelopes, in thebrlSir, and the 
tents, as they were ftruck, gave a piercing 
found ! 

4 • • 

i 7 • They were concealed in vehicles, whofe 

J « i 

fides were well-covered with .awnings and 
carpets, with fine-Jjpun curtains and pictured 
- veils : 

• 

14 A company of maidens were feated’in 
them vtiith black f yes d)id graceful motions , 
like the'wild heifers of TUjgAH, or the roes 
of.WEGER a tenderly gazing on their young. 

1 5 They haftened thejr camels, *ill the fultry 
vapour gradually ftole them from .thy fight ; 
.and they feemed to pafs through a vale, 
wild wifjx t a mar* Iks and rough with large 

ftones like*th£ valfey of be is ha. 

’• * . . * 

16 . Ah!. what remains in .tl^y remembrance 
of tlie beautiful nawara, §hce now fhe 
dwells au a'diftance, add all the bodds of 
union between her and .thee. both ftrong 
and.weak, are torn afunder ? 

1 7 v A^damfel, who fometimes hastier abode 
in faid, and. fometimes is a neighbour to 
the p,eople of # heja az I hoW can fhe, be 
an object of thy define ?• 
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1 8 She alights at the eaftern fide of the two 
mountains, Jja and ISalmp, ‘antj then* flops 
on the hills of'R^OH ajjer j rokhaam alfo 
•and F?irb a’ receive h^r with joy. 

ig When fli£ travels towards 'ybmen, we ' 
may fuppofe* that flip refts at sawayik ; 
and baits at the fiction# of w*AhAaf ant£ 
TELKH.AAM. 

4 

ao Break then fo vain a connexion with a 
miftrefs whofe regard has cfeafed ; for hap- 
lefs is an union with a maid, who has brok- 
en her vow !* 

21 When v^iamfel is kind'and complacent,- 
love her with ardent affection ; bu\, \vhc*a 
Her failh flaggers and JJer conftancy is 
fliaken, let yovr difunion from her be un- 
alterably fixed. 

2 2 Hxtcute thypurpqfe, O Lebsicf, on a camel, 
wearied by long journip's, whjch have left 
but little of -her former ftrengfh,; a» camel, 
whofe' fides are emaciated, apd on 'whofe* 
Sack .the bunch ip diminifjied: 

23. Yet eyeh in Ihis condition, when her flefh 
is extenuated, and her hair, thin, \tfhcn After ‘ 
many a toilfome .day, the th^ajS~'f>f her... 
fhoes is broken, 

2 a * Even now^fhQ has A fpirit fo “brifk, ’that . 

Jhe ffiec*with tihfe rein, like 4 a dun cloucr 
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driven by the'fohth wind, after it has dif- 
jcharged ks ihovfer; 

25 Or like a feirfale wild-<ifs, wjiofe teats 
are diftended jvith • milk,' wMie the male, 
by wh(3m fhe is with, foal, is grown lean 
with driving his rivals^ftojn her, with bit— 

• ing and kicking them in his rage. 

« • • 

26 He runs with hqr up the crooked hills, 
although he has b*een wounded in his bat- 
tles ; but • her. prelent coynefs, compared 
with her late fondnefs^ fills him with lur- 
priTe. 

• ay “He afcenjls the fandy Jjillock of thal- 
bu*t, and explores its deferted top, fearing 
left an enemy Ihould.lurk behind, th^guide- 
ftones., 

*28" There they remain till the “clofe of the 
fixth hicnth, till the frofty fegjdh is paft ; 
they fubfiTt -ort herbage .without water; 
•their time of fatting ant^^f retirement is 

• r u 

long. 

29 The thorp of th^ buhm A- pl^nt wound 
their kind-legs, &nd the ' lultjjy winds , of 

fymmerjdrive them violently in their courfe. 

• • • • 

30 * v Atlengfh they form in their* minds affix- 
ed refolutibp. of feeking Come cool rivulet , 

• and the t>bje£t» of 'their nettled, purpolh !$ 
nearly attained. 
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/ « 

3 1 They alternately raife high cltfuds of dull 

with an 1 extended fh^de, as «thefmoke rifes 
from a pile of dry wood newly kindled and 
. flaming.; • 

3* When frefl\.ARFAOGE-plant% are min- 
gled in th§ heap, and the north-wind plays 
with the blazing fire. 

33 He paifes on, but makes her run before 
him ; for fuch is his ufual courfe, when he 
fears that fhe will linger behind. 

34 They rufh over the margin of the rivulet, 
they divide the waters of the full ftream, 
whofe bardfs are covered ‘with the .plants- of 

KOLAAM, 

35 Basks, which- a grove of reeds, part ere£t 
and- part laid proftrate, overfhades or clothes 
as with a mantle. 

36 Is \his the fwiftnefs of my- camel ? No ; 
rather fhe refembles a vnld-cow, whofe calf 
has been devoured by ravenous heafls, when 
fhe h'ad fuffered him to gra^e apart, and 
relied for his prote&iop. on the leader of 
the he^d ; 

37 A mother with flat noftrils-j wflo,*hs 1 foon 
as fhe'mifles her young one, peafe^ not tcu 
run haftily, round, the vales between the 
fand-hiUs, ahd ip fill them with h$r mpurrir 

- fill dries i 
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38 "W^th cries for "her* white-haired young, 
who now lies rolled in dilfty after the dun 
wolves, hunters gf the defgrt, have 4ivided 
his mangled limbs, and their feaft has not 
been interrupted. 

39 They met him iif the, moment of her 
negle£t; they feized Him 'with eagernefs; 
for’ oh,* how unerring are the arrows of 
death ! 

40 She pajlles the night in agony; while 
the rain falls in a Continued # fho\ver, yid 
drenches the tangled gloves with a profufe 
ftseam.* 

.'She fheltera-herfelf uil 3 er the root of a 
iffee, whofe boughs are thick, apart from 
other trees'* by the ‘edge of *a Iiill* whofe 
r ine finds are fhaken by her motion : 

42 » Yet the fucceflive drops fall 01^ her ftrip- 
ed back, while the clouds of pTght veil the" 

# light of the.ftars. # 

43 •* tier white Hair glimmers, when the dark-* 
nefs is* juft coming on, and fparkles like 
the pearls o"f a nferchant. when* he fcatters 
thejn from their ftring, 

44 ' At length, when the cPouds-arp difpqrfed, 
and the davfn appears,* fhe rifes early, and 

her hoofs glide oivthe fHppeay ground.. . 

* * 1 «' *• • 9 

45 She *grows iijipatiefit, and .wild . with « 
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grief: fhe lies frantick in the pool of 
soayiE^ for feven yhole ^ays with their 
twin-fifters, /even nights ; 

46 An/^now fhe is in total defpair; her 
teats, which were full of milk, are grown 
flaccid anddry, though they are not worn 
by fuckling and weaning her .young. 

47 She now hears the cry of the hunters j 
fhe hears it, but fops them not ; fhe trem- 
bles with fear; for fte knows that the 
hunters bring her deftruftion. 

48 She fits quivering, -^nd ipiagines, that 
the caufe of her dread will appeal on oue 
fide and the other, before and behind her. 

49 Wfien tlie archers defpair of reaching 

her with their Jhafts, they let flip their 

long-eared hounds, anfweringto their names, 

with bodies dry and thin. 

. *»• 

50 They rufh on ; but fhe brandilhes againft 
them her^ex tended horns, both long and 
fharp as javelins made by the fkilfnl hand 
of SAMHAR, 

51 Striving «to repel* them; for fhe knows 
that, if her effort be vain, the defiinf d mo- 
ment of her death muft foon approach : 

52 Then fhe drives the 4 $g cas AAB to his 
fate: fhe is ftained \yith his blood;- and 
sokhaam is left proftrate on the field. 
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53 On'a camel like this, wljen the flalhes of 
the noon-tide vajlour dance o/er the plain, 
and the fultry nfift clothes the patched 
hills, • 

54 * I accomplifh pay bold defign, from which 
I am not deterred by any. "fear of* reprehen- 
sion, frgm the.moft cenforious mail. 

* • • 

55 ‘ Knoweft thou not, O nawara, that I 
preferve the knot of affection entire, or cut 
it in two, as the objedts of it are conftant or 
faithlefs ? 

56 That J would Ipave vCithout reludtance a 
xoflntry *not« cong’enial to^my difpoiition, 
although deatfr^were inftantly to overtake 
my foul ? 

57 Ah I.thou knoweft not how many ferene 
‘nights, with fweet fport and mirthful re- 
velry, • * 

• • 

58 I pafs in* gay Converfatiop ; and often re- 
turn to the flag of the wine-iperchant, when 
he fpreads it in the air, and {fells his wine 
at a high.price : 

59 I piychafe the ‘old liquor at # a dear rate 
iq dark leathern bottles long .repofited, or 
in oaflcs, black with pitch, whofe feais k 
break, and fill’ the cheerful goblet. 

60 *How Often do I*jqu{iff^pur| wine in the 
morning; and dra$r toiv&rds mje the fair lu- 
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tani ^ , whofe delicate fingers Iki'ftilly touch 
the firings ! 

61 ' I rife before the dock to take my morn- 
,ing draught, which I fip agaiA and again, 
when the fleepers of the dawn awake. 

62 On many* a cold morning, when the freez- 
ing winds howl, and the hand v of the north 
holds their reins, I turn afide their blaft 
from the travellers; whom I receive in my 
tent. 

63 . When I rife early to defend my tribe, 
my arms are, born by a fwift horfe, whole 
girths refemble my falh adorned with gems. 

64 I afeend a dufty hilHo explore the fitua- 
tion of the fpe, and our duft flying in 
clouds reaches the Jioftile" ftandard. 

65 At length, when the fun begins to 'fink, 
into, darknefs, and the veil of night conceals 
the ambufeade and the fiiatagems of our 
enemy, 

66 I defqend into the vale ; and my fteed 
faifes his neck like the fmoo*h branch of a 
lofty pajm, which he, who willies to cut it, 
canndt reach : 

67 - I inrite him to run like a* fleer oitrich, in 

his impetuous courfe, until, when he boils 
in his rage, an.d hip hopes arc light," .. 

68 His .trappihgs ate ftrongly agitated ; a 
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fhov^pr flows dcfwn his neck ; and his fur- 
cingle is bathed >in the fcaldijig foam. 

69 He lifts fiis h^d : he fli€s at liberty with 
the loof? rein ; and .battens to his gqal, as 
a dovo hafteng to the *brook, when her 
feverifli thirft rages. 

70 . Thtfje j$ a manfion (the palace of no- 

maan J filled with guefts, unknown to each 
other, hoping for,^>refents and fearing re- 
proof : 

71 It is inhabited by men, like*ftrong-ne£k- 
ed'lioryi, who pienace *one another with 
malignant bate, like the demons of badiya, 
with feet firmly rivetted in the conflict. 

72 *1 difputad their falfe.pretegfions.^yet ad- 
mitted their real .merit, according to my 
judgement j nor could the n obi eft among 
vhem futpafs me* in* renown. 

73 Oft # ha\ f e 1 invited a numerous company to 
. the death of a cartel, bought for flaughter, 

to be divided by lot with arrows of equal 
dijnenhQns : 

74. I invite # them*to draw lota tor a camel 

* • • • « 

yitbout a foal, and for a cartel with her 
•young* one, whofe fiefti*I diftrijbute te aH 
the neighbours. 

7 ; The gueft ajid tjie .ftfangc^admitted to 
my board, feem;to*hfve alighted in th6 
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fweet vale of TtBAA^A luxuriant with ver- 
nal blo^iAs. 

76 .To thesords of n*y tent approaches every 
nee'dy matron, 'worn with fatigue, like a 

'camel doomed 'to die'at her quarter's tomb, 

whofe veftyre 'is both fcanty and ragged. 

« 

77 • There they crowd wjth mejt, while tho 
wintry winds contend with fierce blafts, a 
diffi flowing like *a» rivuldt, into which the 
famiffied orphans eagerly plunge. 

78 t *Wlten the nations are c a{Tembled, fome 
hero of our [nJbe, firm in debate, never fails 
by fuperior powers to furmoimt ths greateft 
difficulty! 

79 # He ^diftributes equal ihjres : he difpenfes 
jtiftice to the tribes : he is* indignant, when 
their rjght is diminifhed ; and, to eftajiifb 
their right, often celinquifhes ljis own. 

80 H^adts with greatnefs of mind and with 
noblenefs # of hearty: he* ^ffiedsj the d<jw of 
his liberality on thofe,«who need his affift- 
jmee : he fcatters around hilT u\\n gains, 

and precious fpolls,«the pfizes of his valour. 

• • 

8 1 He "belongs to a tribe whofe, anceftors. 
have Igft them a perfect rftpdel; ^nd -every 
tribfc, that defends fronvi^s, will haye pat-‘ 

terns o£ excellence, knd objects <3f imitation. 

## . • • • , * 

;8a / heir fuacopr be alked, .they inftantly 
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brace on their h^rmert, while their lances 
and b^eaft-plates glitter like l^rs. 

83 Their aditons aft not fuljjed by the ruft 
of time, er tarnifhed by difgrace i *for their 
virtues are unfhhken by any bafe defires. 

84 He hath raifed for 'us a.fabriek of glory 
with ajofty fummit, to* which all the aged 
and 'all the young men of our tribe afpire. 

85 Be content, therefore, with thfe difpenla- 
tions of the Supreme Ruler ; for He, who 
belt know spur nature, has difp^nfed juftice 
among us. 

56 ' WheiT peace htfc bee’n eftablilhed by our 
• tribe, we keep- it inviolate” ; and He, who 

makes it, renders our profperity complete. 

57 Noble are’ the exertions of our heroes, 
..when the tribe ftruggle with, hardflrips ; 
they ate *our leaders? in war, andpn peace 

the deciders of opr' claims : 

• % 

8S . They are .an erjlivening fpring to their 
inSigent neighbours, and to thodifconfolate 
wic^JWs, jvhofe year pafles heavily away. 

89 They ar£*an ifluftrious. race ; although 
theii; enviers may be flow in Coftimending 
theip,«ind the malevolent tenfurer may in-, 
dine t <3 thdr^fee. 
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I IMS poem appe’ars to have been a little older 

• t |( i 

than that of zohaik ;• for it must* have been com- 
posed /taring the war of o.wi i s, which the mag- 
nanimity of the two Chiefs, extolled by zouaik, 
so ){obhj terminated, antara, • the gallant Absite, 
of whom so much has already been said in the 
preliminary discourse, distinguished Himself very 
early in the war* by lrfs valtfur in attacking the 
tribe of n hok van, and boosts in this composition, 

that he had slain demdem, the father* of hosein 
, t * 
ami of ' hirem, whom w.wu>, the son of haees^ 

afterwards put to death. An old enmity sub- 
sisted, "it stems, between our poet amlTt'hbse 
two young men, who, as anta’rA belieVed, had 
caluhmiated him without provocation : and his 

l * 1 ’ 1 

chief object in this j;otm was to 'blazon his own. 
ac.hieveuients and exploits, and to Renounce 
implacable resentment against tilt-calumniators, 
.whom his menaces were likely to intimidate: 

• (t * 

yet so jiarsli' an argument is tempered by a 
strain ‘in.some parts elegiack and amatory ,- fbr 
. even , this vengeful impetuous wurriouf found 
himself obliged to comply with 'the custom of 
the Arabian jloets, y'fio had lef t,, as*he osniplains, 
little ndw' magq'y'f or , their successors'. 
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He begins i|ith a patlietick address to the bower 
of his belovecl abla, and to the rupns of her de- 
serted matision : f he hpwails lieio sudden depar- 
ture, the distance of her -new abode, .land the 
unhappy variance *b*etweGn .tlieir respective 
clans: he describes his passion and the beauties 
of his mistress with great gnergy: thence he 
passes to li«% own laborious course of life, con- 
trasted with* the voluptuous indolence of the 
fair, and gives # a forui&le description of his 
camel, whom he ccynpares to a male ostrich 
hastening to visit the eggs, which the female, 
whose usual neglect of them is mentioned by 
naturalists, Had left hi a remote valley. lie 
r.ext expatiates *?n his various accomplishments 
jinfl virtues; his^nTildness to those who treat 
him kindly, his. fierceness to those # wJio injure 
him ; his disregard of wealth, his gaiety, libe- 
jCfiljjfy ; and above all, his military pjowess and 
spirit, of enterprise, oil which he triumphantly 
enlarges through tlie rest of the poein** except 
four couplets, in which he alluctes obscurely to 
a cevtjyn Jove-adVcntui^ ; and, .after many ani- 
mateef descriptions of battles and .single com- 
bats, he concludes with a wish, that he may - 
live to slay the two sonS of DEivu>EM, # and w'ith* a 
bitter exultation on the death of tfior father, 
who hi he had left a prey to the wild beasts and the 
vultures. 

The metre is. iamSidk, like that pf the poem im* 
metWStety “p receding* 

F 2 
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1 HAVE the bards, who preceded me, 
left any theme unfung ? What, therefore, 
Jhall he my fubjeSf? Love only imjtjiipply 
my lay. Doll thou theATrecolleft,. after long 
copfideration, the manfion of thy beloved? 

2 ,0 bowerof abla, in the valley of jiwaa,* 
give me tidings of my love ! O bgv/cr of 
Anx, a, may the* morning rife- on thee with 
profperity and health ! > 

Ther<* I Hopped my camel, large as a 
tower, the atiguilh of my paflio'n having 
delayed the accomplilhmert oi‘my bold en- 
terprise, 

4 Whilft abiA was dwelling, in jiwaa, 
and our tribe were Jlationed in ma2n, and 
s am a an, and tathailkm. * 

$ HaP t dear,.ru r ns, with Whofe pOfTtflbrs. I 
had old engagements } more dreary and 
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more ^lefolate art you become , after the de- 
parture of, my beloved omm aeheitham. 

C She dwells in the land of 1 my fpes, like 
roaring* lions : Qh ! How painful *has heen 
my feafch after thee, fair daughter of 

MAKHREM. 

7 I'felf’myfeff attached to her at our firft 
interview, although. I had (lain Jier coun- 
trymen in battle : f allure thee, by the life 
of thy father, that of my attachment there 

can be no doubt. 

• 

8 Thou tbyfelf of my heart ; 

\hou haft fix®<Jjthy abode in* it (imagine not 
th# I delude thee) and art fettled there as 
a beloved and cherifhed*inhabiftuTt. 

9 Tet how can I vifit my fair one, whilft 
hpr family have* their vernal manfion in 
ONEiZATA^iN, and mine are ftaitioned in 

GHAILfeM ? 

t o .Surely thou ‘halt iirijily refolved to de- 
part* front, me, fince the Camels of thytrihe 
are bridled even iff fo* dart a night. 

*• V m ’ 

ii , Nothing fo much alarms me. with a Jigndi 

of ber»'dejlined removal , as my feeing the 
camels of burden, which belong to her tribei 
grazing oh KHi^KHiM-berrieff in the mijlfl 
<pf their tents ; 



7* THE POy.M Of ANTARA. 

1 2 ' Among them are forty-two roilch camels, 

dark as 'the plumes of a foal-bl^ck raven. 

13 Then, antara,' fhe pierced thee to the 
• heart with her Well-pointed teeth exquifitely 

white, the kifs of which is delicious, and 
the tafte ravifliingly fweet : 

14 From the mouth of*this , 16 vely damfel, 
whep you kifs her lips, .proceeds the fra- 
grance of mufk, as from the vafe of a per- 
fumer ; 

1 5 ' Or like the fcent of a blooming bower, 
whofe plants . the ^gentle rafins have kept 
in continual verdure, which no Tilth fe?s 
fullied, and to which^there has been no 
refort':. ' . 

16 Every morning-cloud, clear of hail, has 
drenched it with a plentiful fhowe’y-aiid 
ha& left all the little cavities in thu earth 
both round and bright as coins of filver : 

17 Profufrlv and cfcpioufly it defcends-; and 
every ’evening the ftream, which nothing 
intercepts, gufhes rapidly through it. 

18 The fliet. remain in it with inceflant buzz- 
ing,’ and their murmurs are like the fang 
of a man exhilarated with wine :• 

jg ' heir found, when they flrike their {len- 
der legs agairift ea*ch other, is like tRfcTound 
of a flint, frdl?i *which the fparks are forced 



THE POEM OF ANTARA. 79 

by a rpan with ohe arm, intent upon his 
labour. 

20 While thou, fdir ABtA, # reclineft both 
evening* a*nd morning fin thedap'of a. foft 
couch, 1 pafs \vhole nights on the back 
of a dark-colourcd horfe ^yeH caparifoned. 

dm I . My «oly Qufliion is the faddle of a charger 
with firm thick feet, ftrong Tided, and large 
in the place of his girths. 

Shall a cameljcff shaden bear mc^to thy 
tent, a camel far removed from •her coun- 
try, *deftiiute of milk, and feparated from 
tjie«herd ? 

2^ She waves KSr tail in her playful mood, 
ancf proudly .moves her -body ft ooi fide to 
fide even at the end of her nightly ex- 
cjirfion : {he ftrikes the hills# with her 

quickly-moving arfd frrmly-tramplipg hoofs. 

• • 

24 Thus. th<! bird without % ears, between 
whofe feet there is* but a frj^all fpace, the 
Junft ojlrich beafs the ground jfi his even- 
ing oourfe^ 

25 The yourfg oftriches gather, themfelves 
. argund him, as a multitude of black yerie- 

n’iav camels aflefnble round their Abyf- 
fmian IStrdmafip who is "unable to exprefs 
h’-Aifelf in Jhe language of Arabia. 

26 They follow hinj guided by the. loftinefs 
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of his head, which rtfembles the carriage of 
travelling ‘damfels, raifed ,on • high ? and 
covered like a tent : 

27 tlis head, tbfwgh lofty , is fmall ; when he 
& going to vifit the eggs, which bis female 
left in d hulas heir a, he loolts like an 
Etbiop with fhort eats in a trailing garment 
of furred hides. 

28 My camel drinks the water of dehrad- 
hain, but ftarts afide with difdain from the 
bojlile rivulets of dailem. 

*9 She turn? her right fide, a^if file were in 
fear of fome large' headed fereamer of the 
night, 

30 Qf a hideous wild cat fixed to her body, 
who, as often as. the bent herfelf towards 
him ; n her wrath, afiailed her with -his 
claws and his teeth. 

31 I continue, all day on the well-cemented 
tower of her back, ftrongly raifed, and firm 
as the pillars of him who pitches a tent : 

33 • When Jhe rejls, (he crouches on the foft 
bank qf riz>aa, and groans through fatigue 
like the foft founding reed, which (he prefles 
with her weight. 

33 Her fweai refembles. thick rob or tena- 

cious pitch, which the kindled fire caufes to 
bubble in th^ iides of a cauldron ; 
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34 It gufhes from behind her ears, when 
flie bcjils with rage, exults* in her ftrength, 
and Units in her pride, like the ftallion of 
her herd# when his rivals afiail him. 


35 O ai?l a, although thou droppeft thy veil 
before me, yet know, thafthy my agility 1 
.hav<e made, captive many a knight clad in 
complete armour. 

36 TJeftow on me the commendation, which 
thou knoweft <0 be due ; iince my nature 
is gentle and mild, when my rights are not 
invaded.* 

37 put, whtn I am injured, my refentment 
is firm, and bitter as coloquinteda to the 
tafte of the;aggreflor. 


2 * 

29 


I quaff, when the noontide heat is abated, 
old wine purchafed with bright and weH- 
ftamped coin ; 

I quaff it ih a goblet of' yellow glafs va* 
rregateB with , white ftre&Pk, .whofe com- 
paK'on is a glittering flaggoh well fgcured 
by its lid frem the Wafts of the north :•* 

* 9 9 •* 


- 49 \^hen I drink it, my wealth^ diffipated } 
•hut rpy faihe remains abundant and uninv 
paired*; 

41 And, Avhen I return- to fobnety, the dew 
of my liberality contjhyes aS &efb as before* 
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44 

45 


46 


47 


give due honour, therefore, to thofe qua- 
lities, which thou knoweft me t d poffefs. 

•Many a'* confort Of a fair one, whofe 
beauty required ,rto ornamentfc, ‘have I left 
proftrate on the groun4 ; and the life-blood 
has rtln founding from his veins, opened 
by my javelin like thS mouth ( f>f 9. camel 
with a divided lip : 

With a nimble and double-handed ftroke 
1 prevented his attack ; and the ftream, 
that gufhed from the penetrating wound, 
bore the colour of anemonies. , 

Go, alk the warriours, ".O daughter oT. 
malec, if thou art ignorant of my valour,. 
ajk them that, \yhich thou knoweft riot ; 

. * 1 1 • 1 

AJk hozv I ad:, when I am conftantly 
fixed to the faddle of an elegant horfe;** 
fwimming in his Courfe, whom my ‘bold 
antagonifts alternately wound ; 

Yet fometimes ho advances alone to -the 
conflid, • and fometimes Tie ftands collided 

1 w 

. in a multitudinous throng of* heroes with 
‘ftrong bows. 

AJK* and whoever has been witnefs to 
# the copibat, will inforrfi thee, that* I am im- 
petuous in battle, but regarcllofs of the fpoils. 


48 Man y*2i wariiour, cl^d in arfuit ofthail,* 

at whofe violent naflkult the boldeft men 
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have trembled, vfho neither had faved him- 
felf bj p fvdft flight nor by a*bje£t fubmiflion, 

49 Has this arm* laid prose with a rapid 
blow fr<Jm a w(jll-fljraitened, javelin, firm 

Between the knots > 

• • ^ 

50 Broad were the lips of* the w6und ; and 
. th^ noife of the* Vu thing blood called forth 

the wolves, prowling in the night, and 
pinched with hunger : * 

51 With my £v*ift lance did I pierce his 
coat of mail ; and ho warriovr, 'however 
braVe, i§ feciy:e from its point. 


52 • *1 left him, like a facrificed vi&im, to the 
lions of the foreft, who feafted on him be- 
tweeii the «rown of his*head apd.his wrifts. 


i3 

. 14 . 


Often have I biirft the interior folds of a 
well-wrought habergeon worn* by a famed 

warriour appointed to maintain his poft ; 

• • 

Wfiofe hahds were brifk in cafting lots, 

• % 

vfhen winter demands fitch recreation ; a 
m»::,*cenfnred for his .difregard of wealth, 
and for caufing tl\e wine-merchant to i\fikt 
his flag, by purctiafing alfhisjipre. 


55 WJren he faw me defcend from my 
deed, «and # sufli towards him, fit grinned 

^wilh'hojrorV but \vith no fmile of joy. 

56 My engagement Vjth him lafted *th§ 
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whole day, until hU head and fingers, co- 
vered with clotted gore, appeared .to be 
ftained wkh the juice of idhlim, 

57 Then I fitted him witR my lance: I 

ftruck him 'to the heart with an Indian 
* - > # * 
cimeter, the blade of which was of a bright 

Water, and rapid wag the fttol^e it gave : 

58 A warriour, whofe armour feemed to be 
brace*d on a lofty tree j a chief, who, like a 
king, wore fandals of. leather ftained with 
Egyptian thorn j a hero without an equal. 

59 O lovely- heifer 1 how fwe,et a'prey was 
lhe to a hunter permitted' |o chafe her. ! To 
me lhe was wholly defied : O would to 
.heaven, that ftie had not been forbidden me! 

r ' t 

<5o I fent forth my handmaid,, and faid to 
her, “ Go, afk tidings inquifitively of my 
“ bejoved, and bring me intelligence.” 
fii She faicj, “ I have feen the hoflile guards 
“ negligent of their watch, and the. wild 
“ heifer may be fmitten by any ‘archer, 
“ who deiireg to fhoot her.’’ 

62* Then five turned towards me with the 
neck of a young roe, well-grown,, of an £X*. 
quifit©' breed among the gazals of the wood, 
a roe with a milk-white’ face. " 

63 I have been informed of a" man ungrateful 

for my klndn^is. ; but ingratitude turns the 
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mind of a benefl< 3 :or from any more bene- 
ficence. 

The inftrudliofts, which toy valiant uncle 
gave me?!, I have .diliggntly obferved ; at the 
time when the. lips are ‘drawn away from 
the bright teeth, 

Jn frruggle of the fight, into* whole 
deepeft*gulphs the warriours plunge them- 
felves without complaint or murmur. 

When my .tribe have placed. me as a 
lhield between them and the hoftila fpears, 
I have .pot ignobly declined the danger, al- 
though'the* place* where I fixed my foot, 
was too narffcw to admit a companion. 

* When I. heard the din of .y o R r a. raifed 
in the field, and the. Tons of rabeia in the 
thick dull, 

Arid the flioufs of dhohol at the mo- 


ment of affault,«w*hen they rufli in troops to* 
. the copflidt.with all their lharp-biting lions, 

69 When even the mildell of the tribes faw 

the fkismifh under their ftandardS Ca&d 

• • • 

Death JpiVads Bavock under the fiandard 
of the mildeft nation), 

70 -Th'en I knew with certainty ..that, in fc> 
fierce a cen^eft with them, many a heavy 
blow would njake*the -perched birds of the 
brain flf quickly; fi 019 every .IkplI ; 
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71 As foon as I beheld the legions of our 
enemies advancing, and animating one an- 
other to battle, I too rallied forward, and 
a&ed without reproach. 

72 The troops called out antara ! while 
javelins, long as the cords of a well, were 
forcibly thruft againfi the, cheft ,pf my dark 
deed. 

< 

73 I ceafed not to charge the foe with the 
neck and breait of my^horfe* until he was 
mantled in blood. 

74 My (Iced, bent afide with the ftroke of 
the lances in his forehead, complained 10 
me with gulhing tears and tender lobbing: 

75 “,Had«he known the art*of difeourfe, he 
would have addreiled me in a plaintive 
llrain ; and, had he poflefled the faculty cf 
fpeech, he would have fpokcmto me dif- 
tinftly. 

76 In the ij\idft of the black duft, the horfcs 
were impetuoully rulhmg with disfigured 

• countenances ; every robuft Hall* on and 
every ftrong limbed ihoft-haired mare. 

77 Then my foul was healed, and ajl my 

<■ .. anguilh was dilperfed, by the cry of the 

warriours, faying, 46 antara; 

charge again !** 

78 Myjamels $9 a# obedient to my will, 
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lr‘ ' 

as often as I deiire to kindle the ardour of 
my and prefs it on to fome arduous 
enterprife. 

# • 

79 Yet I fear left de&fh fhould feize me, be- 
’fore the adverfe turn’ of war has overtaken 

the two fons of demdem*; 

• • # 

So. ^Mep, \\ho attacked my reputation, when 
I had given them no offence, and vowed, 
when I had never affailed them*, to (hed my 
blood ; . 

* * • 

8 1 Yes ! they injured me — but I have left 
their father, like a vi&im, to be mangled 
by the liops of the wood, and by the eagles 
advanced in'years. 
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TUE ARGUMENT. 


I HE discordant and inconsistent accounts ot 

* # i 

the commentators, who seem to have collected 
* » 

without examinatioir'every tradition that pre- 
sented itselfj have left us very much in the 
dark on the subject of the two following poems ; 
but the common opinion, which appears to me 
the most probable, is. that they are, in fact, 
political and adverse declamations, which were 
delivered by amru and harf.iu at the head of 
their respective clans, before amru the son of 
hinda, king of hi da on Mesopotamia, who had 
assumed the office of mediator between tkem 
after a most obstinate war, and .h^d undertaken 
to hear a discussion -of their, several claims to 
pre-eminence, and to detide thtir cause with 
perfect impartiality. In some ‘copies, indeed^ 
as in thotie of nauas and of zauzeni, the two 
poem? are separated ; and jn that oEobaidalla, 
the poem of-iuRETu*is tofally omitted ; a re- 
m.arkufbrc fact, of which I have made some vse 
, to a different* purpose in the prefipiipary cTisser- 
tation. Were J to draw my opinion sojely from 
the structure and gefieral**turn o^amru’s com- 
position,’ I should •conCeive that the king of 



s 


hiaa, who, like other tyrant§, wished to make 
all .men just* but himself \ and to leave all nations 
free but his own , hart attempted to enslave the 
powerfuUrrbe of tagleBj and to appoint a pre- 
fect overjhem, but that the warlike possessors 
of tlie -deserts and* fores ts* # had # openly disclaim- 
ed his authority, aijtJ employed their principal 
leaden ancf.poet fo scijd him defiance, and mag- 
nify their own jndepcitflcnt spirit* 

Some aUabian writers Assort, whar there is abun- 
dant reason to believe, that the above-mention* 

• • 

ed king was filled by the author of the.foilow- 
ing poem, who composed say they, on that 
occasion ; «but. the king •himself is personally 
addressed by # thepoet, and warned against pre- 
cipitation in cedaing the contest; and, where 
mention is myile of crowned heacfrleft Rostrate 
on the field, no particular monarch seems to be 
intended, but the conjunction copudative has the 
fonje, as it often has itf Arabic!:, of a frequenta- 
tive particle. - 

Letyis then, where certainty cannot be obtained, 
be scftislkd with high probability, jand suppose, 
with^ADRiazi, tliat the two tribds of becji aqjf 
tag led, having exhausted one another in\ 
long Avar,, to which the murder o£ coleib the 
"laglebite had given rise, agreed td terminate 
their ruinous quarref, and to make the king of 
hira iheif umprfe ; that, on the day appointed, 
the tribes met before the palace or royal tent; 
Jnd that amru, the son t>f celthum 2 prince of, 



the Tdglcbites , either pronounced his poem ac- 
cording to the custom of th§ Aralf, or stated 
his pretensiortS in a solemn speech, which he 
afterwards versified^that.it mighp^t more easily 
remembered byhis* tribe and their # posterrty. 

The oration or poem) or whatever it may be call- 
ed, us arrogantrbevtond allimagination, and con- 
tains hardly a colour of argufnei;t # : the prince 
was, nio§t probably, a vain >;oung man, proud 
of his accomplishments, and elate with* success 
in his wars; but his production could not fail 
of becoming extremely popularjamong his coun- 
trymen; and hys own family, the descendants 
of josh am the sort of &eck, ^crc»so infatuated 
by it, that (as one of theiryown poets- admits) 
they could scarce ever desist from repeating it, aifd 
thought • tfimj had attained th& summit of glory 
xvithout.any farther l\rtr lions of xirtuc. lie be- 
gins witlt a strain perfectly Anacrcontick , tlTfc 
elegiack style of the* former poems noticing 
well adapted to his cagor exultation and tri- 
umph ; yet there is sojne mixture of complaint 
on the departure of his mistress, whoSe bpauties 
lie delineates with a boldness and energy highly* 
(diaracteristick of unpoJished#manncrs : the rest 
of his work consists of menaces, .vaunts, and 
exaggerated applause of his own tribt fot tilth 
generosity and prowess* the goodness of’their 
horses, the beauty of*thcir jtonieiT, the extent 
of their possessions, oml even jhe* number of. 

their ships; •which ‘boasts were so well found- 

• ■ • • • 



cd, that, according to some authors, if m vho- 
MED.had ^ottoeyn born, the Taglebitcs would 
have appropriated the* dominion? of all Arabia, 
and possibly would have erected a.migtfty state, 
both’civil marifune.. 

This poem* Is composed in copious verse,, or metre 
of the fourth species* .according to the fallow- 
ing' form : 

“•Amatorcs | pueltorum | misellos 
“ Ocdlorum j jiutor multos | fefellit.” 

But the compound foot amort* f arena is used at 
pleasure instead of the first ^pitrite ; as, 

“ Venusta pud j la. tarda venis | ad hortum, 
“ PaVita lyrajst, | paratu^odor | rosarinp.'’ 
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OF 
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X , HOLLA ! — Awake, fv?eet damfel, and 
bring our morning draught in thy capaci- 
ous goblet ; nor fuller the rich wines *bf 
enderein to be longer hoarded : - 

2 * Bring the well-tempered wine, that feems 
to be tinctured * with faffron ; and, when 
it is diluted with water, overflows the 
cup. 

3 This is, the liquor, ,,which # diverts the 
anxious lover from his ’paffion ; and,— 
foon as t he tafles it, lie is perfectly com- 
pofed : 

• $ 

4 Hence thou feefl the ' penyrious churl, 
whefi the circling bowl gaffes him, * grew 
regacrdlefs of his pelt : 

5 * When its potent flames have feized the 
difereeieft of ou*r youths, ' thou, wouldft* 
imagine him to 'be ’in a phrenfy. 
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6 Thou turjieft the goblet from us, O 
mother of amru ; for the true courfe of 

the goblet is to the right hand : 

• • 

7 He the leal? amiable of thy three 

companions, O another # of amru, to whom 
thou haft not prefented {he* morning bowl. 

8 \ Ht>w many a cup have I purchafed in 
balbec! how many more in Damascus 
and kasirein ! 

9 Surely our •allotted hour of f$te will 
overtake us; unce we ape deftirfed to*death, 
and death to "s. 

io O ftay awhile, before we feparate, thou 
lovely rider on camels ; that we may relate 
to thee ouf forrows* and thpu us thy 
delights ! . 

if O ftay — that we may inquife, whether 
thou haft altered thy purpole of departing ^ 
haftily* or* whether thou haft wholly de- 
ceived thy tbo confident Igypr: 

12 . T n the hateful day battle, whilft he 
ftruggles*amid wounds and blows, may the ' 
Ruler of the world refrefh thj light with 
■eoolnefs, aijd gratify it with evfcry defired 
objedt*!* 

j j O •amru?"* when thou viliteft thy fair 
on© in fecret, «nd wljen th§ eyes of lurk- 
ing enemies are ctofecHu, reft,* 
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14 She difplays two lovely arms, fair and 
full as the limbs of a long-necked fnow- 
white young camel; that frifks in the ver- 
nal feafon over the fand-barks and green 
hillocks ; 

15 And two fweet breafts, fmooth and 
white as veffels of ivory, modeftly de- 
fended from the hand of thofe, who pre- 
fume to touch them : 

16 She difeovers her {lender fhape, tall and 
well-proportioned, and her fides gracefully 
rifing with all their attendanfccharms ; 

17 * Her hips elegantly fwelling, which the 
entrance of the tent is fcarce large enough 
*to admjt, and her waift, the beauty of 
which drives me to madnef$ ; 

18 * With two charming columns of jaf- 
per or polilhed marble, on which* hang 
rings and trinkets "making a firidulous 
found. 

19 My youthful paflion is re^in^le 3 , and' 

my ardent defire revive^ When 1 fee the 

travelling Camels of my fair, one fkiven 

along in the evening ; 

• • • 

i& "When the towns of yf.mama appear in 
fight, exalted abova the plains, and Alining 
like bright fables’ in <he hands £>{ thofe,' 
- $vho* baye unlh tithed them. 
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21 When (he departs , the .grief of a fhe- 
camel, wlfb (eeks her loft foal, and returns 
defpairing with piercing cries, equals not 
my angijflh ; 

22 Noj/fhat of a. widow, w r ith fnowy locks, 

• * • 
whofe mourning never neafes for her nine 

°* • • • 

-children, of. whom nothing remains, but 
what the tomb has concealed. 

• . 

23 Such is oar fati ! This day and the 
morrow, and th£ morning after t^iem, are 
pledges in the hand of deftiny*for avents, 

of which- we have no knowledge. 

• • • * 

24 • T) fon ofi hinda, be not precipitate in 
# giving judgment againft us: hear us with 

patience, ami we wiH give thg« certain in- 
formation* 

2 c That we lead our ftandard? to battle, 
like camel: to the pool , of a white hue, and 
bring them hack ftained with blood, in 
which fchey have cflienche(j .tjieir thirft ; 

20 JThaf our days of profperity, in which 

we have tefitfed to obey the conynands Ci 
• * * 
kings, have been ’long ancF brilliant. 

27 * Many a chief of his nation, bn whom 

the regal diadem has been placeU, the Te- # 

fuge of tholb-who implored his protection, 

• • • • 

28 Have we left* proftm'te on the "field, while 

his hqrfeg waited by lps fide, \vfth tTiib. of 
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their hoofs bent, and with bridles richly 
adorned. 

29 * Often have we fixed our manfions in 
dhi/ thaluh. towards tha ~diftri< 3 :& of 
Syria, and have kept at a durance thofe 
who menaced us. 

30 We were Jo difguifed id our utrmpur, that 

the dogs of the tribe fnarled at us ; yet we 
ftripped the branches from every thorny 
tree ( every armed •wa^rlourj that opgofed 
us. ' « 

31 When w € roll the miliftonv* of war over 
a little dan, they are ground to Hour in 
the firfl battle ; 

32 '* From the caftcrn fide of najd the cloth 
of the mill is fpfedd, and whatever we call 
into it foon becomes impalpable powder. 

33 You alight on our hills as guefts arc re- 
ceived in their ftation, *and we haften to 
give you a warm reception, left you ihrmlu 
complain of our backwardnels : 

We invite you to our board, and fpeedi- 
ly prepare for your entertainment a folid 
rock, which, before day-break, ihc 11 ?e- 
due# you to dull:. 

Surely hatred after hatred hp.s been ma- 
nifelled by thee, O boftile chiefs and thy* 
Secret- rancour has been revealed ; 


35 
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3 ^ 

37 

38 

3 2 

40 

4 1 

4 2 

43 


But we have inherited glory, as the race 
0/ maad* w^ell knows ; we have fought 
with valour till <aur fame iias been illuf- 
trious :• 

* Wl^ti the falling pillars of our tents 
quiver over our furniture* *we defend our 
jieighbgurs frQm’the impending ruin*: 

We difperfe our gjfts to our countrymen, 
butr difdain to ihafe their fpoils ; and the 
burdens, whiclj -we bear, we fupport for 
their advantage. 

Vtf heiy the troops of the foe are at a dif- 
laTice from.\is, we dart our javelins ; and, 
when we dole in the combat, we ftrike 
with lharp fibres ; 

Our dajrk javelins* exquifitely # wrought 
of khathaian reeds, llendef and deli- 
cate ; out fabres bright and piercing : 

• • 

With theft* w£ cleave in pieces the heads 
of # our •enemies ; mo\y, % we cut down 

Yneir necks as with Tickles : 

• • • 

Then*might you imagine the. Ikulls *bf 

. * 

heroes. on the plain, to be tl^e bales of a 

.samel thrown on rocky ground.* 

• • • 

Inffead of fubmitting to them/, we aftifK 
their Jleads and their terror is fuch, that 
they know not on^Ayhich fide* the danger 
k to be feared. 
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44 Our cirpeters, whofe ftrokes are furi- 
oufly interchanged, are ,as ' little regarded 
by us, as' twilled fkihes in the hands of 
playful children. 

45 Their armour and ours, flailed recipro- 
cally with "crur blood, feems to be died or 
painted with the juice tff^ther'crimfon fy- 
ringa-flower. 

46 At a time when 'the tribe is reluctant to 

charge the foe, apprehenlive of fome pro- 
bable difafter, * 

47 Then we lead on our troop ,• like a moun- 
tain with a pointed fummitj wc preferve 
our reputation, and advance in the lore- 
molk ranks, - 

48 With youth, who confider death as the 
completion of glory, and with aged heroes 
experienced in war : 

49 We challenge all the** clans * together to 

contend with us, nnd we boldly predndc 
their Ions from approaching the manlion 
of our children. t ' 

50 On the day, when wc arc anxious to 
protect our families, we keep vig’fant 
guard, clad in complete fteel ; 

51 But on the day, when* we have no fuch 
anxiety for them, our' legions aflemble in 
•fall council, . 
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52 Led by a chief among f the defendants 
of josh AM # the fon of becr, we bruife 
our adverfaries, both tfie *weak and the 
ftrong. 

53 * the nations feir^ember not the time, 
when wc bowed the neck* t>r ever flagged 

in the ognfli^l# 

• • 

Oh ! let no people be infatuated and 
violent againft us ; Tor we will requite their 
infatuation,, wlyeh furpalfes the .folly of 
the moft foolifh. 

5^ On \that pretence, # 0 * amru, fon of 
fhcyald we be fubje.t to the fo- 
Vereign, whom thou wouidft place over 
us ?* 

5 6 By what pretent e, # O amru, fon of 
hind a, doft thou yield to oui* calumnia- 
tors, and \reat us with indignity ? 

57 Thou half menaced us : thou haft thought 
to intjm 4 date*us ; bht gently*. O king ! fay, 
vvhen were wc ever the vaflals. of thy mo- 
ther!* 

58 Our javelins, Qf amru, ** difdvn to relate 
t.Kcir Vehemence before thee in afiailing our 
foes :• 

59 ^Whenever man ufes force to bend 
then\, they ftart # bac&, ^md became inflexi- 
bly rigid. 
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60 So rigid, that, when they return to their 
former Rate, they ring with a fliril] noife, 
piercing the neck and forehead of him who 
touches* them. 

6 1 Haft thou ever been informed, that 
jos ham," the fon of kecr, in battles an- 
ciently fought, was at any time remifs ? 

6 2 W c have inherited the renown of al- 
kama, the ion of saif, who by dint of 
yalpur obtained admiifion for us into the 
•caftlefc of glory. 

63 We are' heirs to mohajliiil, and to 
zoheir the flower of his tribe : G of how 
noble a treafure were they the prefer* crs>i 

64 ", From attar alfo and from celtiitm 

we have received the inheritance tranf- 
mitt(*d from their progenitors. 

65 By dtiu^lborr a, of whofc fame thou 
haft heard the report, /have we been pro- 

- tedied ; and through him xvc f protedfhofe 
who fuck our aid. 

1 66 Before him the adventurous colei u 
fprurig from us : and what lpecies of glory 
is there, which we have not attained.,?.*' 

67 Wiien our antagonifts twift ngainft us 
the cords of battle , either we burft the 
knot* ox rcndvhc necks of our opponents. 

*6S : . We fhall be found the firmeft of tribes 
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in keeping our defenfive alliance, and the 
moft faithful in obferving the bond of our 
treaties. 

Wliei}? the fiames\wcre kindled in the 
ltiounjkin, on the morning of an excur- 
lion? we gave fuccour 1m ore important than 

the aid of other allies. 

• . •• • * 

T.o gjive immediate relief, we kept all 

our herds confmedtin dhu qr^thei, until 

our milch-camels of a noble breed were 
• • * . 
forced to graze cn Withered herbs. 

0 

We .protect with gciaerofity the man 
who fubhiits to us, but chaftife with firm- 
nefs him, by whom wc are infulted. 

*VVe reject tlie offersjof thofc .who • have 
difpleafed^ us, but. a^ept the prefents of 
thofe with whom we are fatlsfkd. 

* We faccoured th*e right wing, when our 
• • * 
troops^ engaged in combat, and our valiant 

. brother gave fupport to tlie^ left. 

• • . * * # 

■ They made a fierce attaejk againft the 

legions which oppoi^d them, aijd we net* 

lefs tiercel/ a (Talk'd the fqttadrons by which 

we were oppofed. 

Thty returned with booty and. with ricR 
d^poils^ and tJae fpns of kings were among 
our capthrcs. 

To you, O defendants of AfibRTTC.yocf 



16 THE POEM Of AMRU. 

We addrefs ourfelves: have you not yet 
learned the truth concerning us ? 

77 Have you not Experienced, with what 
impetuosity our troops have attacked your 
troops, with what force they shave darted 
their javelins ? 

78 We are armed with r bright* fabres, and 
clad in habergeons made in Yemen j our 
cimeters are part firait, part bent, - 

79 We have coats of mail,- that glitter like 
Ughtnlng ; the plaits of which are feen in 
wrinkles above our belts : 

8 0 When at any time our^ heroes put them 
off, you may fee their fkin blackened with 
the pr^fture qf the fteel. * 

8 1 The plaits of oftr hawberks refemble the 
furfact of a pool, which the winds have 
ruffled in their courfe. 

82 On the morning of attack, we are borne, 
into the field on fhort-hafired fteeds, which 
have been known to us from the time 
wh^n we wearied them, and which we 
refcued from our foes, after they had been 
taken. 

'83 * They rufh to the fight, armed with 

breaft-plates 9f fteel ; they leave it with 
their .manes disheveled and dufty, and tlis, 

• tied in knots, lie on their necks. 
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84 We inherited this excellent breed from 
our virtuous anceftors, and, on our death, 
they will be inherited by out fons. 

85 All thettribes of mXad perfectly know, 
when tJieir tents, are pifcfied in the well- 
watefed valleys, 

•86 That«we fppport the diftrefled in every 
barreto year ; and are bountiful to fuch as 
folioit our bounty ; 

87 * That we defend the opprefled, .when 
we think it. juft ; and fix our* abode in 

ar a»i ajj where we find ifr convenient ; 

_ • % * *' 

88 . That we give fuccour to thofe that are 

Hear us, when the bright cimeters ma^ 
the eyes of our heroes wi«k. 

89 We entertain ftrtmgers at oiir board 
whenever we are able ; but we* hurl de- 
ftru&ion c fln thofe wlho approach us ho- 
ftilely. 

90 We pre the* tribe Arho druik water from 

Trie cleareft brooks ; whilft other* clans are 
« • • 
forced to drink it foul ^nd muddy. , 

/ qi Go, aik the foils of tamaji and of 

00 * 

tibMi/r. how they have found us* in the 

• - • • 

connidt !* 

92 Behind us come ourvlovely, our charm- 
ing, damfers, whom ‘guard. fo»vigilant-» 
vol. vm. 
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Iy, that they cannot be made captive, or 
even treated with dtfrefpeft ; 

93 Fair maidens defcended from josham, 
the fon of recr, who eomprife every 
Ipecies of beauty, both in the opinion of 
men andin truth : 

94 They have exacted a prorcife frongL,vheii 
hufbands, that, when they engaged with 
the hoftile legions, diftinguifhed by marks 
of valour, 

95 i They would bring back, as fpoils, coats 

of mail and cimeters, and captives ku 
chained in pairs. 

q 6 * Thou mayft behold us Tallying forth 
• into, the oycn plain, whilft every other 
tribe feeks auxiliaries through fear of our 
pro.vefs. 

97 When our damfels are cn foot, they 
walk with graceful potions, and wave 
their bodies like thofe of libertines heated 
with wine. 

98 They feed, with their <• fair hands our 
courfers of noble birtn, ^nd lay to us, 
“ \ ou are no hulbands of ours, uhk rp you 
“ -protect us from the foe.” . 

99 Yes; if we.defend.not them, we retain 
no pQfleflione vf value after their lols, -r>or 

..do .we think even life deferable : 
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too But nothing can afford our fweet maids 
fo pure a protection as the ftrokes of our 
fabres, which make mens’ arms fly off like 

the claihjng wands of jplayful. boys. 

• • 

1 01 * We feem,. whfei^our drawn cimeters 
are ’difplayed, to profe^t. all mankind, as 
fathers # prote<$ tlfdr children. 

102 V Our heroes roll the heads of their 

• • • . 

enemies, as the ft*ong well-made youths 

roll their balls in the fmooth vale. 

• • • - 

103 This world is o'urs^ and all that ap- 
pears or. the face of it; and when we do 

attack, -tfre attack with Irrefiftible force. 

• * • 

^P4* When a tyrant opprefles and infults jn 
nafion, we difdain to. d^rade^oujfelva. by 
fubmitting to his will.' 

1 05 We have been called injurious, al- 
though we have ’injured no man ; but, if 
they perfift»in oalumniating us, we will 
(how the vehemence of our anger. 
iol 5 As foon as a child of ptir tribe is 
weaned f^om his mother, the loftieft chiefs, 
of other clans bentf the knee, and pay hipi 
damage. 

107 We ’force our Enemies to tafto^the ua- 

mixed draught of death ;• and heavy is the 
overthrow of our ad^rftries in%i>attlc. 
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108 We fil ( t the earth with our tents* until 
it becomes too narrow ^o* contain .them; 
and cover the furfece of the ocean with 

t 

our fhips. 



TIIV 

POEM 


HAEETH. 



THE ARGUMENT. 


WlIEN amru had finished liis extravagant pu,ue* 
gyrick on the tribe of tagi.eb, and had receiv- 
ed the loud applause of his own party, hareth 
arose ; and pronounced the following poem, or 
speech in verse, which he delivered, according 
to some authors, without any meditation, but 
which, as others assert with greater appearanrj 
of probability, he had prepared and gotten by 
heart. 

Although, if we be'ieve asmai, the poet was con- 
siderably above a hundred years old at this 
time, ye f he is said to have poured forth his 
couplets with such boiling ardour, that, with- 
out perceiving it, he cut his hand with the string 
of his bow, on which, after the manner of the 
Arabian orators, he leaned \ while ht zvas speaking . 

Whatever was his age, the wisdom and art of his, 
composition are finely contrasted with the 
youthful imprudence of his adversary, who 
must ha. ; exasperated the king, inur'd of 
conciliating his good will, and seems even to 
have menaced thelve*y mar, from whom he was 
asking a favoura V ^ judgement, hareth, on 
the contrary, begihs with complimenting 'the. 
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queen, whose name was asosia^ and who heard 
him .behind the papistry : he appears also to 
have introduced another of his favourites, 


mind a, merely because th5.t was the jlame of 
the king’s mother; ^.nd celebrates the mo- 
narch hynself as a mbdel of^ustice, valour, and 


i^agnanintity. The description* of his camel, 
VHelWie iftterwesves according to custom, is 


very short ; and, he opens the defence of his 
tribe with coolness anch moderation ; *but as he 


proceeds, his indignation seems to be kindled, 
and the rest of his "harangue consists of "sharp 
expostulations, "and bitter sarcasms, not'with- 
gmt m uch sound reasoning, and a number of 
allusions to facte, which cannot but be imper- 


d’eclly known to us, though they must have 
been fresh in the memory of. his hearers. *l'he 
general scope of his argument is, that no Blame 
was justly imputable to the sons o£ becr for 


the many calamities which the tagle bites had 
endured, and winch had been principally occa- 
sioned by -their \>wn supineness and indiscre- 


tion. # TJif» oration, of poem,. Of whatever it 
may be denominated, had its full gflfcct on the 
mincT of th^ royal umpire,* who decided* the 
cause in favou»*of tljfc becbi^s, anti lost Ifis 


lifip-for a decision apparentl^-juS*; *. # lie must 
''have remarked the fiery spirit of thf poet amru 
from tli*e s*tyle of ,his eloquence, as cJsar fir?t 
discovered the iupetuoiwlvehemence of Bru- 
tus’s temper*from his speech, delivered at Nice, 
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in favour of king JDeiotarus ; but neither the 
Arabian nor the Roman tyrant were sufficiently 
on their guard against # men, whom they had 
irritated even to fury. i - 

This poem is compos^ghin light verse, or meftre of 
the eleventh class, consisting of epitrites, ionick 
feet, and paeons^ Variously intermixed, as 
form : 

“ Amarylli, j dulci lyra | modular© - 
<c Molle carmen | sub ^rbore J fusa sacra/* 

Sometimes a molossvs ends the distich, as, 

* 

Dulce carmen" | sub arbof^ | tusa saCra 
“ Modulare, | dum sylvulae [ respondent/* 

The cl^se of' a coujA^t in this measure has often 
the cadence of a Latin or Greek hexameter: 
thus, v. 2'o. 

Tis-hdli khailtn khildtd dhdea^ rogao. 

That is, literally, « 

«» 

HianitHs modulautur equi, Jrem'htdsque camel i. 



f»E 


P*0 E.M- 

OF 

HAK’ET H. 


• • 

1 DX1XH fair asoma give us notice of 

-laer departure ? Oh, why are fojourners fo 
frequently weary of their fojourning ! 

2 She is refolved to d*P ar f a ft er our mvKual 
vows among the faqdy hillocks of sham- 
ma, and in the nearer ftation o^khalsa; 

3 Vowi) repe ated in mohayat, sifah, 
and AGLAi, ,in phu fitak, adhib and 

WAFA,. 

4 IWj, renewed in the bowery t>f katha, 
anfi.the* ^ales of shoreib, in the Tw<J 

Q ® a * 

Valleys, and m th^ plains of ayla. 

5 fee no remains of the trot| which (he 
plighted’in thofe ftatiots ; ’and 'I wafte th^ 
day in tears, •frantie^Wth grief : but oh ! 
what part* of my ha^nefs wi^l tears rc- 
ftore*? 
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6 Yet, O ^areth, a new pajjton invites 
thee ; for hinda is before ihy eyes, and 
the fire, which fhe kindles at night in the 
hills, will diredt thee to her abode : 

7 She kindles it ’’with abundance of wood 
between the hflly ftations of akeik and _ 
siiAKHSEiN, and it 'blares like tK^jjleA- 
dour of the fun. 

8 I have been contemplating her fire from 

a diftance on the hill, whence our excur- 
fions are made ; but oh ! the fcorching 
heat, and the ' calamities of w', prevent 
me from approaching her » . . . 

tj But I feek afliftance in difpelling my 
.care, when the fojourner of the tent haf- 
tily leaves his* -abode through fear of fame 
impending calamity , 

jo On a camel fwift as an oftrich, the mo- 
thet of many young .ones,,- the long-ncck- 
ed inhabitant of the defert, 

1 1 Who hears a foft found, and dreads the 

t 

approach of the hunter, injthe afternoon., 
juft before the dufk of evening : 

1 2 Tht. * may ft thou fee behind heoy- fi;om 

the quick motiejn of her legs, and the force 
with which rikes the earth, a cloud 

of duft thin as$.i e goflamer ; 

1 3 , And the traces of her hoofs, which are 
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fuch as to be foon effaceq by the winds 
blowing oter, the Tandy plain. 

J4 With her I diljiort niyfetf in the Tultry 
noon, tvllilft every Ton of valour *is like a 
blind catnel devqted ib'death. 

J5 Yet. misfortunes anfl .evil tidings have 
; 5*tgh*.on .us affairs, which give us af- 

flictibn and anguiili ; 

• • 

1 6 For our brethre'h, the family of ara- 
kem, the dragm-eyed, have tnyifg^elfed 
the bounds, of juftice againft ufc, and have 

been’Tei^ement in their invectives : 

• % • * 

17 They have confounded the blamelefs 
among us with the guilty, and the mqft 
perfect innocence has not efcaped Ifheir 
cenfure. 

1 8 They have infilled, that all, *who pitch 
their tentSSm-tlu^dgTert, are our alfociates, 
and th%t we are involved in their offences. 

.1 9 Thpiy aflembled* their forces at night, 
and, as foon as* the dawn appeared, there 
Was nothing heard among them but \ 
tumultuous moife , 

* , 7 * * 

jto. Of. thofe who called; and* thofe who 
anfweied ; the neighing* of horfes, an^J,» 
among the reft, throwing of camels. 

2 1 O thou, who ’Jihraefi thy flowery 
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fpeeches concerning us before amru, can 
this falfehood be long undetected ? • 

22 Imagine not that thy inftigation will 
animate him againft us, or ‘humiliate us; 
fince long before thee our enemies have 
openly calumniated us, 

23 Yet we continued advancing **YTfc!»re& 
in defiance of their hate, with laudable felf- 
fufficiency and exdlted reputation. * 

24 Before this day the eyes of nations have 
been dazzled .by our glory, and have been 
moved by envious indignation ‘and obfti ■ 
nate refentment. 

25 Fortune feemed to raife for us a dark 
Lock, with a pointed fummit, dilpelling 
the clouds, 

46 Thick and firm, fecured from calamity, 
not to be weakened L»y ariy difaftcr how- 
ever grievous and violent. 

47 * Intruft to our wif^om ever/ moment- 
ous affair, from which you defire^ to be 
extricated, and by which the affeinblies of 

chiefs w ar*» made unhappy. 

** x ' *’ . «m, 

48 * If r you„ inquire concerning our wfrs 

between mil ah A^and dhakiS, you will 
find on their plains many an unavenged, 
^nd many an avenged, corfe': 
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og * Or, if ydu examine^ diligently the 
queftions,' iq which all tribes are deeply 
interefted, you will fee the* difference be- 

tween your offences 4nd our innocence : 

• • 

30 * But if you. deciine ibis fair difcujfion , 
We fh^ill turn from ydu, with rfifentment, 
jHilcealing hatred* in our *bofoms as the 

moqp is concealed In the clofed eye-lids. 

• • • m 

31 * Reject, if you^pleafe, the terms which 
we offer ; J>ut ,of whom have you heard, 
that furpafjes us in glory ? 

v^2 have perfectly known us on the 

.days, wReqlhe warriours have affailed one 

• another with rapacious violence, when 

ev&ry tribe has raifed a tumultuous dki ; 

• • • * • 

33 * Whep we brought up our camels from 

the palm-groves of BAHREiN^and drove 
them by sepidUjjarches, till we reached the 
plain of Hi® A. •"* 

34 .TJjpta we- advanced againft the fons of 
tameim, and,' when the facred month re- 
quired a. ceflation of our war, we carried^ 
away the daughtgfs of their tribe for dur 

"£%ndjnaids. 

35 In •oppofition to us, neither £ould t^e* 
valiant man j&eep ^jis ground on the level 
field, nor did .preeipitate flight avail die 
faint-hearted. 
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e> '■ 

36 No ; th^ coward, who ran haftily from' 
the plain, was not faved b) the fummit of 
rocks or the roughnefs of craggy paths. 

1. * , 

37 By thefe exertions wc Maintained our 
pre-eminence over the tribes, until mon- 
dir, fon,.Qf the beautiful maiSema, ob- 
tained the dominion : 

38 He was a prince, who bore tvitnefs to 
our ‘ valour on the day of hayarain, 
when the calamity of war was, in truth, a 
calamity : 

39 A prince, who fubjefted naiiuus ; whofs 
equal in magnanimity could not be 
among them. 

.40 * Dc(ift then from vaunting and from lio- 
ltility : you have, indeed, pretended ig- 
norance of our claims, but from that pre- 
tended ignorance will proceed your wo. 

1 v ‘ 

41 Remember well the - oaths taken in 
dho’lmejaaz, the covenarji\ and vows 
of amity, which were made there of old. 

42 Beware of injuftice and., violence ; nor 
let your intemperate paflions impel you to 
violate youf contrails written on ti&feis.. 

43 Know, that we and you, on the day 
when we made ; our treaty, were equally 
boun<J,, by our fefpeilive engagements. 

44 Are we refponiible for the crimes of , 
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CANDA ? Shall their conquering chief have 
{he fpoilS, £^nd (hall reprifals be made upon 
us ? 

45 Are we refponfiBlp for the excefles of 
*hane<fa, and for all the conflicts, which 
theMufty plain has fefcn accumulated ? 

-46 w§ anfwer for the offences* of the 

forte of ate ik ? No : whoever has broken 

• . • 

his covenant, w6 are innocent of their 
war, 

47 Doth the guilt of iBAAD'hang.on our 
heasL? as the burden is.fufpended on the 
# centre Of the camel’s girths ? 

.48* Has the blame due to kodhaa fallen 
upon us ? • or, rather, • are .not 'fecure 

from a fingle drop of their faults ? 

49 Are we refponfible for thfc crimes of 

iyaad, Vl\ waS faid to the tribe of 
* • # 
th asm, V Your brethren are rebels ?” 

50 m r 5h©fe, who rafted the # di$enlion, belong 

not to us, neither kais, noi; f ondal, nor 
• • 
llADDA* 

^ i Vain pretextsrT Unjuffa£pef lions ! Tthat 
foould fuffer for others , {as* the roe is 
faorificed in the |>lace of the ilfeep ! 

52 ° Fourfcore* warriours* indeed, advanced 
from T*AMEIM, and their fcands carried 
lances, whofe pokits* were Fate£~- 
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S 3 Yet, th^y profaned not the hallowed 
places of the fons of ri^aah on tl\e hills 
of nitaa* when they called on them for 
mergy : 


54 They left* them, however* ^wounded on 
the plain, .and returned with captive herds 
and flocks' 'fo numerous^ that tfce du^rs of. 

them were deafened with their cries. 

• . ( , 

55 The vanquifhed tribe came afterwards 
to implore reftitutiop, but not a Angle 
TTeall, either black or of a bright hue, was 
reftored to them : 

56 So they retired >frith keart-breaki*^ 
flidtions, nor could any ftream of water 
quench their ardent rage 

f, * * • t 

57 After this, a troop of horfemen, led by 

• * • 

the impetuous ghallaak, aflailed them 
without remorfe or pity 

58 full many a fon «of ‘eagles has beert 
fmitten, whofe blood has flowgi^unreveng- 
ed, while the black du'ft covered his corfe. 

^ ‘ Are your cares comparable to -tliofe of 
our tribe, «when iitOND*tR waged war 
againft|tfeeni"? Are we, like you, djeeome 
lubjgdt'to the fon of hinda ? ’* , 

60 When he ‘fixeiLhis Abode in the lofty 
turret^pf maisuwa, £nd ferjourned in the 
, nearer Ration o&ksaltha. 
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61 w From every tribe there [ flacked around 
hjm a cofnp^ny of robbers, impetuous as 
eagles : 

62 He led them on/ . and lupplied them 
with dates and .with water : fo the will of 
god* was accomplilhed, .and afflldted men 
dZ&ome<lto aflfcctitln. 

63 Tfien you invitee! them to attack you by 
your want of circuhifpe£fcion, an 3 the vain 
fecurity of your .intemperate joy impelled 
them to be hoftile. 

64 They ^furprifed you net, indeed, by a 

ftidden aflaylT ; bul they advanced \ and the 

fultry vapour of noon, through which you 

fan? them, inpreafed their, magnitude. 

• * * * < 

65 O thou inveterate and glozing calumni- 
ator, who inveigheft againft us before king 
AMRUf wil.l, there* be no end of thy unjuft 
invectives ? * 

66 Bet\j#sen amru ^and us t many a£ts of 
amity have palled, and from 4II of them* 
no' doubt,, has benefit arilen. 

67 He i§ a Juft prmce, and the molt ao- 
CbmplUhed that walks the eartlj : *all praife 
is below* his merit ! 

68 * A prince dpfeended frdVn irem ! A war- 
riour, liker him, ought ever to be encircled 
with troops of geAii,*for he profits .his 

* VOL. VIII.* 0 
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domain*, ^nd refufes to punilh even his 
opponents : 

69 A monarch* who knows us by three in- 
fallible figns, each of which our excel- 
lence is decided : * 

70 The firfirif (he confpicuous token of our 
Valour, when all Xraaia come _f%th -h. 
the rocky vales, * each tribe of Maad 
under their bannei, 

71 And aflembled, in complete armour, 
round the warlike kais, that valiant prince 
of YEMEN; who Hood firm brilliant 
like a white cliif. 

7a Then came a legion of high-born youths, 
'•whom nothing could reftrain but our long 
and glittering fpears ; 

73 But We repelled them with ftrokes, which 
made their blood' gujfi f rLam their fides , as 
the water ftreams from the mouth of a 
bottle which contains it. . 

74 We drove them for refuge to the craggy 
’hills of tuahlaan; we thruftthem be- 
fore us, till the mufcles of their thighs 
were breeched in gore. 

75 \^p^pnrith them a deed, the name of 
whicfl’GOD only knows,; and no /evenge 
could taken for the blood of men who ■ 

' • f * t 

. fought, their own fate. 
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76 Next advanced hojar,/ fon of ommi 
K ;vrnAAal, jvith an army of persjans, 
cud in difcoloured«brafs, 

77 A lion In the conflict, of a ruddy hue, 
trampling on his.prey ; but a vernal feafon 
of behe^icence in every h^jncon year : 

76 *j^et fgiote ‘them on the foreheads 

wlthithe edges of our cimeters, # which qui- 

• • , 

re rod in their flefh like buckets drawn from 
a deep well gncijoled with ftone. 

7 * Secondly , we broke the chains of *AM- 

RiOLKTrri^s, after his long imprifonment 
ajid anguffh 4 

8a We forcibly revenged the death of 
mondir on <he king.of* g AS£*AAN, # lhat 
his blood might not flow in' vain. 

81 We redeemed our captives ^ith nine 
kings of illuftri^vs race, whofe fpoils were 
exceediqgly^precitfus. 

82 ^Syith'tfte horfes, # with the .dark horfes, 
of the fops of aus came whole* fquadrons, 

fiered as eagles with crpoked beaks.: 

• * 

83 We foarce had faffed through #the cloud 
of dull,* when they turned their backs ; and 
then ho^r dreadfully blazed the firt of our 
vengeance ! 

84 JLafily y we gave birth to a^tru the fonr 

of omm ayaas, fcfr npt.long*a^o were 
d 2 * 
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the bridal Igifts prefented to us as kinf- 
men : 

85 May olir faithful admonition reach all 
our ‘kindred tribes, extended’as wide as our 
confanguinity, in plains beyond plains ! 
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K A I/A 

AMRIOLKA1SI 

ALCENDIYYO. 

1 

kifa nebci min dhicraf hhabefBin' wamenzili 
bifikth'i dlliwaf bafna aldahhuli fahhaumeli 

2 

fatudh'ihha falrojkrah'i lam yafo rclfaioha 
limd nafijat-ha min jenubin' wafhemali 

• 3 

wokufan' biha /ahhbei sllayyi mathfyyahom 
yekuluna la-tahlic dfyan' watehhammali 

4 

wa'inna fhif&yi abrah'on' moharakali'on' 
fahal inda refinin'* ddrifin ihin moawwali 

5 

cadabica min 6mni alhhowafrithi kablaha 
wajdratiha ommi airababi bimafali 

. 6 

fdha kdirfata tadh'awwaS altnifco minhomd ■ 
nafeima al feba jaat birayyd ilkaranfoU 
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7 

fafadh'at domu6 alaini minnex Vababahan' 
alai alnahhri hhattai balla demaei mihhmeli 

1 .8 

ala rubba y a umin' lera minbonna salabhin' 
wela fiyyama yaumon' bidarati juljuli 

9 

wayauma akarto liladharai mathxyyatei 
faya ajaba min curiha almotahhammali 

10 

fadh'alla aladhirai yertamexna bilahhmiha 
wafhahhmin' cahodabi dldimehfi almofettali 

11 

waya'uma dakhalta alkhidra khidra onaizah in' 
fakalat leca alwaxlato xcriaca murjali 

12 

tekulo wakad mala algabexto bini. maaan’ 
akarta baexref ya amri alkkxfi faazeli 

*3 

fakolto leha ‘feirei waarkhex zimamaho 
v^ala tob&deinex an jenaci almoallali 

famithlici hhobisi kad tharakto wamurdh'iin' 
faalhaxtoha &n dhpx temfiyima mohhwili 

;*s , ‘ 

xdha ma J>ecai min kh^fiha ins'araft leho 
blihikkin << watahHtei Ihikkoha lam yohhawwali 
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1 6 

wayaAman' Alai dh'ahri alcaffheibi taadhdharat 
alayyi waalat hhilfahan l^m.tohliallali 

17 

afathima.mahlan b&dh'a hadhA altedaljali 
wai'n.conti'kad azmatj.s'ormaei iajmili 

wain teco lead faacci minhei khaleileah'on 
■ fafollei thiyabei min thiyabici tenfali 

19 * 

agarraci minnei anna hhubBa^i katilei 
.wainnaci mab.ma*tameri ilkalba yafali 

so 

wama dharafat ayaaci ilia litadh'ribej 
bifahmaici fei aa’fhari kalbin' mokattali 

21 

wabaidhah'o khidrin la ybramo khibfrwohd 
temattato min leh win'* biha ghaira mojafi 

* 

22 

tejawazto ah^rafan' ilaiha wamafheran' 
alayyi hHiras'dn' fciu yofirrjina maktalej 

z 3 

idha ma allhurayya fei al fema taarradh 
taarradh'a afhnai alwiilvahhi almofassali 

fajeito wakad nadh'dh'at Hnaumin' tniyAbaha 
ledai alfitri ill?, libfad almot^ffdh'ali 
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. 25 

fakalat yemaina dllahi ma leca hheilah'on’ 
wamd ih arai anca algawayaha tanjaldi 

• 26 

fakomto biha amfliei tajorro waraana » 
alal athramd ddhyala miithm morajjali 

*7 

falemmd ajazna fahhaha alhayyi wantahhex 
bina bath'no khabtin' dhex. kifafin' akankali 

28 

has'arto bifaudax ,rafiha fatamayalat 

alayyi hadh'exma alcafh-hhi ra/y&'almokhalkhali 

„ 29 

mohafhafahon' baidh'ao ghairo mofadh ah'in 
teraeiboha maslculah on calfajanjali 

3 ° 

cabicri almokanahl albayadh'i bip'ofrah'in' 
gadhaha nemeiro almii gaira mahhallali 

3 » 

tasuddo watobdef an afeflin' watetakei 
binddh'irah'i’n min ■vyabhfhi yfcejrkha moth'fili 

32 

wajeidin cajeidi dlreimi lai'fa bifahhiihin' 
xdha heia'xias's'at-ho wela. bimoath'th'ali 

^ 3 / / 

wafarin' yazeino alnvitna afwada fahhimin 

athcxthin'’ cakiawi .ainaJchlah'i almptaathcili 
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34 

gadayfroha moftaThzirahon' llai alolai 
tadh illo alikas'o fei mothapjiyan* wamurfali 

35 _ 

wacafli-hhin* lathei'fifi' caljadeili mokhas's'arin' 
wala^ip caanbubi alfakiyyi alifigdhallali 

wafodh'-hhei' fateito alipifci fauka firafbiha 
nauumo aldh ohhai lam tantathik an tafadh'dh oli 

IT 

watathu birakhsin' gam fliathnin' ca’i'nnafio 
afarei'd dh'abyin'.au melaweico l's-hhili 

38 

tadh'iyo aldh'elama bialifhai ca'i'nnaha 
menarah'o momfai rahibin motaba\tili* 

,, 39 , 

Hal mithlijia yernu alhbaleimo s ababah an' 
ldha ma afbacarrat bjina dirin' wamijwali 

40 

tafallat" amayato alrijali an als'ibai 
walaifa fawadci an hawa^i bununfali 

41 

ila rubba khas’mln' fefci alwai.radadtoho 
nas'e£hhin'*alax tadhalihl gain mutali ' 

4.2 

wala£lin f camauji albahhfi larkhai - fodulaho 
alayyi bianym alhomumi liyabtalei 
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43 , ; , 

fakolto leho lemma tamath'th ai bisolbihi 
waardafa aajazan' wat\aa bicalcali 

c 

, • 44 

Aik ayyoha allax'lo althiweito ala anjalei 
bis'obhhin' wam&alas'bahho minca blamfhali 

45 

faya leca min laflin' cai'nna nojumaho 
biamrafin' cittanin' ilax sommijandali 

. . ‘ ■ 46 

wakad agtadei waltH'airo fef wocan&tiha 
bimonjirdin kaida alawabsdi haicali, 

47 

micanjn' mifarrin' mokbilin' modbirin' maaan 

, 9 

cajolmudi sakhrin' hhath th'aho alfailo min ali 

4 » 

comaitin' yazillo allibdcvari hhadhi matnihi 
cama zallati als'afwao bialmotanaz.ziji 

49 

aiai aldhabli jayyafhin' cai'nna ahtizamoho 
fdha jafha.feihi hhamyoho galyp nsirjali' 

5 ° 

mifahhin idha ma alfabihhato alai alwanai 
atharna algibaran bialcadeidi almoraccali. 

51 

yezillo algolamo alkhiffo an s'ahawatihi - 
wayolwei biathwabi slaneifi almothakkali 
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5 * 

dcrcirin' cakhadhrufi alwaieidi amarraho 
tetaboo caffaihi bikhaith'in' mowassali _ 

S3 

leho ayth'ala dhabyin' wafaka noamahln' 
wairkhao Grhhanin watakr eibo ‘tutfafi. 

S+ 

dh aleiin Idha aftadbartaho ladda fajrjaho 
bidh aim fowaika alardK i laifa biaazali 

55 • 

cai'nna ferataho'ledai albalti.kayiman 
medaca arufm au sala/yata Jihandh ali 

_ 5 « 

cai nna*dimao alhadiyati binahhrihi 

6s arah'o hhinnann bifliaibin' morajjkli* 

57 

faanna lena lirbo'n cai'npa niadjaho 
adharai duwarin' fei melain' modhayyaji 

*. 58 

faadbarna caljazi almofas's'ali bamahi 
bijefdin'.miarpmin fei alSfheirahi makhwaii 

59 

faalhhakaoa bialhadiyati wadunaho 
jawahhirohi fei s'arrah’in' kimtazayyali 

60 

faaadax idaan* baina thurm wanajajin' 
diracan' walam yondh'ahhT bimain fayogfali 



AMRI0LKA1SI 


132 


6 1 

fadh'alla thohato dllahhmi min baini mundh 
dh'afelfi ihiwam du kademn' moajjali 

62 

waruhhna yecddo altharfo yaks'oro dunaho 
metai ma tarakka?. alamo feihi tafahrhali 

«3 

fabata alaih* ferjoho walijamqho 
wabata biainai kayiman gairo murfali 

.64 

as aKha terai barkan oreica wameidh aho 
calami alyadeini fei hhabbiyyin mocallali 

6 5 

yodh'iyya fenaho au mes'abeihho rahibyi 
ahana, alieleitha bialdhobali almofattali 

66 

kaadto Iebo was ohhbatel ba'ina dh'arijin' 
wabaina. dladhaibi boda md motaammali 

, 6 7 , 

dial kathanin' bialfhaimi aymena s'aubihi 
waayferoho "dial allitari fayadhbuli ’ 

68 

faadh'-hhai yafohho almao hhaula cotaifih'in 
yacabbo dial aladhk&ni dauhha alcaiiahbuli 

69 : 

wamarra alaj alkanani min nefayanihi 
faanzala minho alosma min cull! menzili 
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7 ° 

wataimaa lam yatnoc bihd jidha nakhlahinr 
wela ojoman ilia maflietdan' bijendali 

7* . , . 

camna thebefran' fei ararfeini wablihi 
cabeiro ondfin' fei bij Adi mo'zanunali 

7 * r 

cainna dhurai rafo almojaxmiri godwa^W 
mina alfaili wdlgoththai filcaho migzali 

73 

waalkai bisahhrai algibaithi baaaaho 
nozula alvemanei dhei jiliyabi almohhammali 

74 

cai'nna mecaciyya aljiwai godayyahan' 
s obihhna folafan'*min r^hhViki moftfrafl 

75 

cai'nna alfiljaa feihi gharkai alhiyyah'an* 
biarjayihi dlkis'wai an^beifho ons'oli 



K A L A 

TgA&AFA llOft 

ALBECRIYYO. 

1 

likhaolaha athlalon' biborkah'a thahmcdi 
teluhho cabakei alwaflimi fcl dhahiri alyedi 

2 

wokufan' biha s'ahhbei alayyi math'iyyihom 
yekulAna 1 a tahlic afyan watejalledi 

3 

caTnna hhoduja almaleciyyahi gudwah'an' 
khalaya fefeintn bialnawds^fi min dedi 

4 

adhuliyah'in' du min fefemi ibni ydminin' 

yejuro bihd dlmelldhho thurdn' wayahtedi 
* 

5 

yaihokka hhababa dlmai hhaizumohd biha 
cama kafartia altorba almofawilo bialycdi 

6 

wafex dlhhayyi dhhwai yanfodho aJmerda 
fhadihon' 

medh’ahiro femth'ai luluYn wazabarjedi 
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7 

khadhulin' toraei Yebreban' bikhamellahln’ 
tonawilo ath'rafa albereiri ^tertedi 

8 

watabfimo An almai ia’i nna monaww^r&n 
takhajl^a hharra alremli dis'oh* feho nedi 

9 

fakat-ho iyah'o alfliemfijlla lothatihi 
afiffa walam tacadmi alaihi biathmedS 

10 

wawejhin’ cainna itlfhemfa hhallat ridaaha 
alaihi nikei Alhiuiy lam* yatakhaddedi 

11 

wai'nneHeamdh'e.i alhomma inda dhhtidh'arihi 
biaujsu mirkalin' ’teruhho. watagtedi 

it 

dmunin' calwdhbi dlaranj’nefatoha 
alai luhhibin' cainnaho dh 'ahra borjedi 

*3 

tobarei itakan' ndjiydtin' wadtbaat 
wadheifdn' wadh.eifan' fai^ka maurin' moabbedi 

*4 

terdbbaita dlkoffami bidllhuli tertaei 
hhadayika ntaulei dlafirrahi aghyedi 

*5 

terexo fla\ s'uti*dlmohdbi W^tetakd 
bidnei khos'alin' ruaata atM^mulbedi 



1 56 


THARAFAHOIST 


16 

cainna jondhhai madh'rajiyyi tecanafd 
khafafeihi fhucca fei alaieibi bimairedi 

*7 

fath'uran' bihi khalfa dlzemeili wataratan* 

• % 

a tax khafliafin' calfhinna zawin mojaddedi 

18 

lehd fakhadani acmola alnahhdh'o feihoma 
cai nnahoma baba menexfin momarredl 

* *9 

wathayyi mehhalin' calhhoniyyi khalufoho 
waajronahin lozzat bidayin' monadh’dh'edi 

20 

cai'nna cindfax dh'alah'in' yacnofanihd 
wadth'ra kiltiyyan' tahht? s'olbia' mowayyedi 

21 

lehd mirfakani aftillani c.i\ nnama 
temorro bifelmai dalijin' raotafhaddedi 

cakanth'arih'a dlrumiyyi dkfama rabbohd 
letodtanafa hhattai tofhada bikermedi 

23 

s'ohdbiyyah'i dl&thnuna mujedaho dikeraf 
baexdah'o vrakhdi alrijli mawwdrah'o alyedi 

24 

6mirrat yeddhd fatlo fhezrin' wadjnihhat 
lehd adhoddha fei iakeifin' mofannedi 
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25 

jcnuMion' difakon' andelon' thomma ofrigat 
leha citafaha fei maaaliyo f mosaaadi 

*6 • 

ca'i'nna ojubi alnisi fei daayatihd 
mawdrida fhin khalkaj.fei dh'ahlri kerdedi 

*7 

tolakei waahhyanan tebe/no cai'nnahl 
benayiko gorrin' fei kamelfm mokaddedi 

waatlao nehadh on idha s'aadat bihi 
.cafucani busivyia' bidejlah'a* mosidi 

29 

wajumjtimah'm' oiithla alalahii cai'npama. 
waaai almoltakei minim ilax jarfi mabredi" 

• 3 ° 

wakhaddon' cakirthafi ul,fhamiyyi wamifhfarin' 
cafebti alyeminei kaddoho lam yojaddecli 

31 

■waainani caljnaawwitafni aftacannata 
bicahfei hhijajin' ^akhrah'yi kalti mauridi 

32 

th'ahhuranb awari alkadhai # fatqrahoma 
camachhulatai majlhuurah in' omma feskedi 

3 a 

was'adikata famaa alta^vajjifo lilforaf 
lihajfin' khaffiyyin' au lis'aufcip£ monaddedi 

v<Jl. via b 



13S 


THARAFAHON 


34 

mowallalatani tarifo alitka feihoma 
cafamiikai fhafiin .biljhaumeli mofredi 


, , z 35 

waarwao.nebbadhin' abhatlhdhon' molemlemon* 
camirdati s'akhjrfn*' fei s'afeihhin' mcfc'aiijmedi 


36 

wain fherta*famai wafith a aleuri rafoha 
waaanat bidh'abalha nejaa alkliafaidedi 


wain flieita lam tofkil wain fhoito arkalat 
makhafah'a melwiyyin' mina ilkmldi mohhscdi. 


3* 

waa-cUamon' makhrutin' mina glunii mafinon' 
f , f * • • . « ( , , 
atexkon' metai torjam Jxihi alardho tazdcdi 


. 39 

Alai mithliha amdhai kih'i kala s fihlpbei 

■ * 

ala laitAnel afdeica minh4 wuaftedei 


40 _ , - , . 

wajafhat ilajhi alnaffo khaufan' wakhalaho 
mo^aban' walau amfai Alai gairi jncrs'cdi 

4 * 

ldha alkaumi kalua men fatyan' khilto l'nnanei 
uncito falam acfel walaili atabelledi* 

42 . 

ahhalto alafiii biulk^tU'eiy faaj dhamat t 
wakad khabba alo /lamAzi almotawakkedi 
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43 

fadhalat cama dhalat waleidali'o mejlifin 
tore! rabboha adhyala fahhlin' anomaddcdi 

• 44 9 

walefto bihhellali i'dtilai mekhdfah'an' 
waleciif metai yeftcrlidi dlkjiutfio arFedi 

. 45 

wain tabigncl fei hhalkah i dlkaugii^telkanei 
wain •tcktanis'nci fei aftihawaneiti tes'th'edi 

4 6 / 

metai tatinei lisbihhca cafijn rawiyyah ail 
wain cont^ anha ganiydn'^fagna wdzdedi 

47 

wain^aitika dlhhayyo aljameio tolakinei 
llai' dhirwah'i ylbaiti alrafen alm»^ammSdi 

48 

neddmdei bei'dh'on' calnojtimi wakamah'on 
teruhho alaind baina hordin' wamojfedi 

49 

rahheabon^ kith'abo dljaibi minhSl r^ikeikoho 
bijafli dlneddmd badhdhaho almotajarredi 

, 5 ^ 

ldhd nahhno kulnd afmaemd anbarat lend 
alai raflih& math'ruk^h an'« lam toihaddedi 

•- 51 52 \ 

warn a zila tifhrabei alkhomura wfdadhdhatei 
wabaiSI wainfakei iV^reJfei wa’myltedei 


E 2 
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53 

ilai an tehhamatnei dlafhefraho culloha 
waofridto ffrada dlbaeiri almoabbedi 

54 

rayato benei gabraa la yencirunanei 
wala ahli hadhacs. althirafi almomaddcdi 

55 

a 1;1 ciyyohodha allay imei alihdh'pra alwagai 
waan afh-hadi dlladhdhati hal anta mukhledi 

56 

fain conta la tefth eia dafa meniyyatel 
fadanei obadirho bima melecat y*edi 

57 

falaula thelathon' honna min eifhah'i dlfatai 
wajaddica lam ahhfal metal kamr. owwadef 

58 

faminhonna febkci alaadhilato bifhurbeh in' 
Gomeitin' jnetai ma taglo bialmai tezbedi 

^ 59 

wacarrei ldh-i nddei almodh'afo mohhannibdn' 

i 

cafeidi dlgadh'a nebLahtoho almotawarredi 

60 

wataks eiri yauma aldojni waldojno mpjibon’ 
bibehnecah'in' tahhta althirafi almoammedi 

61 

ca’inna albora'na wdldemalefja ollikat 

ilai ofliorin' au khir wain'lum yokliadh'dh'edi 
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6 2 

fadhernei arawwei hanjetei fei hhayatiha 
mekhafaha fhirbin' fei alhhayah i mos'arredi 

63 

careimon' # yorawwei naffaho fei hhay&tihi 
fetalame m*mutna packin' ayyond als'adei 

araf kabra nehhamin' bekheilin bimalilii 
cakabri gawiyyin' fei ^lbithaleh i muffedi 

65 

terai jathwatafni min turabin* alaihoma 
sefayihho s'ommir* min VafeiRhin monadhdhcdi 

66 

ara'i almauta y 
akeilaha mali 

. 

irai aldehra*can4an' nakis an culla lai'lah in' 
wama tankosp.dlayyamo waldchro yanfodi 

68 

leamroca x'nna.almauta ma akhth'a affatai 
leca alth lWwaltJ alpiurkhai wathonyaho ixialyedj 

69 

famd lex draf>e # f wdbna ammly njdlican' 
metal adno nfinho yana annex' wayabodi* 

70 

yelumo wama adrei 'j^lumonei 

camd lamanel fei dlhhayyi keftht) abnp.aabedi 


ataxno alcirama Wayag'th'afe£ 
alfahhiflii*almotalhaddedi 
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71 , 

waayafanei mip culli khajrin' th'alabtoho 

r 

cai nna \yadh Aniiho ilai remfi mu]hhedi 

72 

alai gairi dhcnbin' kultoho gafra innanci 
nafhadto falam'agfal hhamulah a mabedf 

73 

wakarrabto 'bialkorbai wajaddlca innanei 
metai yeco amron lilneceibahi afh-hedi 

74 

wai n oda liljoHai -4cun min hhomatiha 
wai n yatica alaadao bialjehd; ajhfcdi 

75 

warn yakdhifua bialkadhi irdh ica afkibom 
bicaft hfiiyaclhi almauti.kabla ultahaddodi 

76 

bilvi hliadathin' ahlidathtoho wacamohhdithin 
hijaei wakadhfei bialfliicahi wkmuthredei 

77 

falau cany rfiaulaya Imran' huwa gairoho 
lcfarraja carbei au leandh'aranei gadei 


/ * 7.8 

walecinnk maulaya imron' huwa 'khanikei 
alai allhccri waltifiili au Ana muftedi 


79 

wadholfnp dhawe'i'. alkorhai . afhdddo mad- 

hadh'atan' 

* 

alai -Alnxera min^aki Alhhifami ■ Almohennedi 
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80 

fadhernei wakhollcei l'nnanel leca fliaciron’ 
walau hhalla bald nayum.inda cfh'argedi 

81 

falau fhaa rabbci conto kaifa ibna khilidin' 
walau fliaa*rabbei C011J9 amrii ilina merthedi 

82 

faolfeita dha malia cathei'rin' waaacTanei 

• • 

bcnuna drainin' fudahon limafawwedi 

% ^ «3- 

ana alrajolo aldharbi alladhd tarifunaho 
khafliafhon' <?arafi alhhayyahi almotawakkidi 

84 

faalaito +*a yanfacjo cafh-hhei •beth'anah an! 
liadhbi rakeiki alfhafrataini mohennedi 

% 8 5 

hhifamon' id ha ma kiimta muntasiran' bihi 

• • 

cafai aluudo ijiinho albeda laifa bimadh edi 

86 * . . 

akhei thikah 111' la yantliinei an dh'areibahin' 
idha keila maklan' kala hhajizoho kadei 

•87 _ 

idha abtadsffa alkaumo lilfdahha wajadtanei 
mcneiaan idha ballat bikayimahin yedj, 

88 . 

waberco koju^in kad^ithar^it mekhalfatei 
nawadiyaha dmfliei biadh bW # mojarfedi 
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89 

famarrat cohah'on' dhato khaifin' jelalah'an' 
akeilah.o ihaikhm c&lwabeili yelendedi 

90 

yekulo wakad tarra dlwadh’eifi wafakaha 
41efta terai an kad ateito bimauyidi • 

9 1 

wakala a'a ma dhd teruna bifharibin' 
IhcJeidin alai'nd. nefyoho mota&mmedi 

92 

fakalua dheruho innama nefoha leho 
waflla tereddua kasiya alburci ye/dedi 

93 

fadhlialla alamao i yemtelilna hhuwaraha 
wayafai a lain!* bialfadeifi almofarhedi 

94 

fa’i'n mutto fanieinei bima (in a ahloho 
wafhakkei ftlayyi aljaiba ya bneh'a mabedi 

95 

wald tajaleinei cai'mraf laifa hammoho 
cihammei wala yognef ginayei wamafh-hedi 

96 

bathiyan' ani dljollai ferenn llai dlktana 
dheleilin biajmai dlrijali moleh-hedi 

97 • 

falau conto wagl&n' fei dlrijdli ledh'arranei 
adawah i dhei dl&s'hhdbi ‘wdlmotawahhedi 
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98 

walacin nafal anftei ^Irijdla jerataei 
Slai'him, waikdamei wasidjtei wjftnahhtedi 

• 99 

liamrica ma amrei atayyi bigummah'in’ 
nihafc| waia lailei ala^yyi bifertrjedi 

100 

wayauma hhabafto 'ln^ffa inda aariniciha 
hhifadh'an alai auratihi walteheddodi 

101 

alai mauthinin* yckhfhai alfetai indaho alradai 
metai tataricT miijho alferayis'o taredi 

102 

waas'fatti madh buhhin' nedh'arto hhawaraho 
alai alnari waftiudatobo caffa mujmedi 

10.3 

fetobdei leca alayyamo ma conto jahilan’ 
wayateica bigljikhburi men lam tozawWqdi 



K A L A 


ZQHA1R0N 

• t 


ALMAZ'ENIYYO. 

1 

amin ommi aufei dimnahon lam tecellami 
bihhaumanati alderraji falmotatheflami 

2 

diyaron' leha bialr,ikmatemi cainnaha •* 
merajSio wa/hmin' fei nawafhiri mifami 

* ‘ 3 

biha altu'no walaramo yomfhema khilfahW 
walthlabha yanhadhna min culli, piejthami 

4 

wakafto bihiumin badi ifhreina hhijahan 
falayan arafto aldara^bada tawah-homi 

5 

athafeia fofaan fei moarrafi morjilin'* 
wanuyaq' tajedh mi ulhhaudh'i lam yatathallami 

6 

falemma finfftQ aldar^i koltp lirabifva , 
ala tiam sebahhai/ fyy<M alraba wdflami 
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7 

tebas's'er khaleilei' hal terai min dh'aayinin' 
tahhammalna biiilolyai min fauki jorthami 

8 

jaalna alkjnana an yememm wahhazqaho 
wacaln tialkinani min* jnohhilliri wamohhrimi 

9 

waaalajgaa anmalan ltafejn' wacallaKoti' 
wirada dlhhawafhei launoha launo andami 

io* 

dh eherna mina alfaubani tlfomma jazanaho 
- alaf jculli kai'nvyin kalhei'bin wamofami 

11 

wawaracna fei alfaubani yaluna m^tnahp. 
alaihinna dulla alnaiitii almotanaimi 

12 

% 

cai'nna fotato alihni fei/culli menzili 
nazalna bily Wiabbo tilfena lam yohhatlithami 

13 

bacarna becuran' waaftakherna bifohhrah'in' 
fahonna wa^adei alraffi c#ilyaddi lilfaijri 

14 

£ilemma vv^radna almaa zurk # a jomamali'an 
wadh ana lsiyya^alhhadji iri almotakliayyimi 

- . } 5 

wafeihmna molhiyatt' HHath'eifi •wamendh'eror 
aneikon li^Lini alnddh'm alpotawaffiini^ 



14 $ 
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16 

faaei faiyan' gaidh'o bno murrah'a badama 
tabazzak ma baina alalheirah i bialdemi 

faakfamto bialbaiti alladhi th'afa hhaulaho 
rijalon' benuho iftm koraifhin' wajoraairi 

18 

yamei'nan'Jiaama alfayyadani wajidtoma 
alaf culli hhalin' min fahheilin wamobrami 

19 

tedare£toma abfi.n' wadhobyana badama 
tefanua wadakkua bainahpm xth'ra minftiami 

20 

wakad kultoma an nodrica alialma wafiadn' 
bimalm ^wamaruiin' minaijkaulr ncflami 

2 r 

faas bahhtoma minhaaloj kiiairi mauth inin' 
baeidaina minha min okukin wamathami 

22 

adh cimaina-fci alya maaddin hodeitoma 
'Wamin yaftabihh ccnzan' mina alinajdi ycdh ami 

2 3 

waasbahha yobhdei feihomo min tiladicom 
maganimo fliattei inin lfalin' mozannami 

toaffai alcolumo bialmaeini £a&s'bahhat 
yonajjimoha men laifa\fe*hA bimojrimi 
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«5 

yonajjimoha kaumon likaumifi' garamah'an 
walam yohareikua bainaiiona j|jila*mihhja*ni 

26 

ala abligi alahhlafa anrfei rifalah an' 
Avadhoby^na*hal akfamtomo drill Jnoklami 

27 

fela te£tomna allaha ma f§I nofuficom* 

• • 

liyakhfai wamahma yoltima allaho yrilami 

28 

vowakhkher fay u cl ha fei citabtn fayoddokher 
liyaumi alhhifabin' au yaajjal fayonkami 

29 

wanna alhfearbo ilia ma alimtonj wadhokto.mua 

• 0 

wamii liua anha bialhhadeithi almorajjami 1 

3 ° 

matai tebathjiha tebatliuha dhameimahan'' 
watadh'n idha adh'raitqjmuha fatodh'rami * 

V . 

fatariccomo area alrahha bithifaliha 
watolkihh cifha£in' thomma tontij fatotygmi 

fatontij lecoxn gilmana dfliama cullahom 
caahhmera aaJin thomma tor&hi fatofth jmi 

33 

fatogill lecom nJa Id togillo\ljahlihd. 
koryan bidlirdki min kafelzih^v^adirhemi 
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34 

lehhayyin' hhelalin' yas'imo* alnafi amrahom 
ldha *h'arak4t ihh4ai alliyali bhnbdh'ami 

35 

ciramoii' fala dhu aldh'igni yodricho teblaho 
ledaihim wa^'afijanei alaihim biii>oIlem; 

3 6 

rauua *m # a rauua njin dh amyihim thomma 

/ * 1 r / • * 

auradua 

gimaran toferrai bialfcfihhi -wabialdcmi 

37 

fakadh'dhua menaya Ijainihhn thomma as dcrua 
llai calain' moftubilin' motawakbkhami • 

38 . . , 

leatnri lerAma alhliayya jerra alailiomo 
bima la yuwajeihim hhosafofo ibno dhemdh'emi 

69 

wacana thawal cifh-hhan' alai moltacinnah in' 
fela hua abdaha walam yataka'cTdaqai 

40 

v^akala faakdhei hhajati thomma ataki 
aduyjH bialfin mifi warayyi^molajjami 

41 

fafhadda walam yofzo boyutan eathexrahan' 

ledai hhaxto alkat rahhlaha, ommo kaftiami 
« 

ladax iifadin fhacei AlfilAhha mok&dbifin* 
lehp libation ddjy^aroho lam tokallami 
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# , 43 

jerriyyin' matai yodhlam yodakib bidh'olmihi 
fereiadn wailla yobda kiAldh.olnii yadh-lami 

4 f 

•lcamraca ma jarrat araihim rimahhohgm 
demQ lljnomehe icin' au kateiIi*almothalIami 

45 

wala fharacat fei alhharbi fei demi naiifelin' 

• • 

: wala wahabin' minha wala ibni almojadhdhami 

46* 

waculhm arahom asbahhtia yakilunaho 
s'ahheihhiini fnaliu th'aliaatm mokharremi 

47 

wamen Vas i ulthj*afa alzijaji kunnoljo 
moth'eio dlawalex roccibat culla lahzemi 

% 4 « 

wamen yufa la yodhmo.tvamen yahdi kalbaho 
ilai moth'maeiiji albim 1£ yatajamjami 

49 

wamen haba ufbaba it] men ay a yanJlaho 
walau raftia l'rf yqjrnal alfemai bifollami 

5° 

wajnen yedb # dh& fadh'lin' fayabjchal bifadhlihi 
Alai kaumihf yoftqgna anho wayodhmami 

S'. 

wamen l»yazal yeftaHihiR41nafa -naffaho 
walA ydfiha yauman' mina &dhulli yandami 
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ZOHAtROfc ALMAZENIYYO. 


52 

wamen yagtarib yahhfib aduwwan' s'adelkaho 
wamen la yocarrim raffalio Id yacorrami 

53 

wamen la yadhud an hhaudh'ihi bifilahhlhi 
yohaddem warftert la yadh'limi alnafa yndh lami 

54 

wamen hi yos'ani fei omurin' catheirali'in' 
yodh'arras bianyabin' wayiitha biminfami 

55 

wamen yejali almaaihi men diini irdh'ihi 
yafirho wamen la yattakei alfhatma yolhtami 

? 6 

laimto tecaleifa alhhayati wamen yaifli 
themanelna hhaulan' la dban' leca yefami 

57 

rayato almenaya khabth a afhwa^a men tos ib 
tomit-ho wamen tahhdh'ci yoamraar fayahrami 

58 . . , . 

wamahma yeQun inda dmriyin' min khaleikah'in' 
wain kh^laha takhfe( alai alnaji tolami 

59 

waaalamo ma fei' alyaumi walamfi kablaho 
walecinaan'ei an ilmi ma fef gadin'*dmi 



K A E’A 

.L EBEl D.O. N 


Alaameriyyo. 


fifati aldiydro mahhalloha £ynokamoh& 
biminyan' tabada gaulojia fafijamoha 

2 

famodafi/) alrayani orriya refmoha 
khalakan' camd dVamina dhvahhiyyb fitamoha 

3 

deminon' tejerramo b&da.ahtli dneifahd 
hhajajon' khalauna hhelaloha wahharamohd 

4 

rozikat merabeia. alnojumi wasabafta* 
wadko aljrawa^di judoha farihdmolia 

5 

min culli firiyah'in' wagddin' modjinin' 
waafliiyyah'ih' jnotaj a\wbin % irzfamohd 

6 

faala forua aldyhokahjji Waathfalat 
bialjelhataini dh 'ibawoh’a, waniadmoha 

vcil. vm» F 



LEBEfDOrt 


wdlamo facinah'on' alai ath'ldyiha 
uudhdn' t aajj i 1 a. bialfadhai bihamolii 

8 

wajala alfoyulo ani dlth'oluli cai'nnahd 
zuburon' tojiddo motdniha aklamohd, ’ 

9 

du rajo wdfhimah'in' afiffa nuuroha 
cifafan' taarradh a faukahonna wifhamoha 

i° 

fawakafto afaloha v^acaifa fowalona 
Somman' khawalida^ma yabelno celdmolia 

11 

oriyat wacana bih d aljomeio faabcarua 
minha wagudira nuyoha wathomamolia 

12 

fhakatca dh ano dlhhayyi yauma tehhammalua 
fatacennafud koth'ondn tas'irro khiyamoha 

13 A ' 

min culli mafrhfufin' yedh'illo as'iyyoho* 
zauj&n' alaihi cillahon' wakirdmofyd 

* t 

14 

zujalan' cai'nna niaaja tudhihha faukaha 
wadh abaa wejraha othth afan' arariaoha 

*5 

hfcofizat wa'zayalaha ajiera^o cai'xlnaha 
zjz&o beifhaha •waridh'&roohd 
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16 

bel md tadhaccaro min mwdri wakad badat 
watakath'th'aat afbaboha wacimamoha • 

- P, 

•moriyyah'on khollat’bifaida wajawarat 
«ahla41Wiijizi faai'na njinca mcrdmoha 

18 

bimifhariki aljebeia/ni iu bimohha jjefia' 
fatadh ammanat-ha. ferdah'on farokhdmohd 

19 

fafawaikDn' in dymenat fam<fdh"annah'on 
jninha wihhafo alkihri Tlu th*ilkhamoha 

20 

faakth a fbbanah a,mcn taarradh'a wa^lo^? . 
walifherri was'ili # khullah'in' s arramoha 

21 

wahhbo almojdn&ila bialjgftelli was'ormoho 
bakin' idha dh'lajiat wnzdga kawamohd 

22 

bithalefhhin' dsfarin' taracna bakiyyah'an' 
minha faahhnaka ^olbohd vgafcnamohd 

fa-i'dhd tagafai lahhmohd watahhaflcrat 
watakath'thaaf bad^ alcilali^hhidamohd * 

• 24 

faleha hibdbon' fei dlziVidimcai'nnaha 
sahhbua rahha mad dlncVeimUjjhamoKa* 


r 2 
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LEBEiDON 


.* 5 : 

Au molmiin' wafikat liahhkabi lahhaho 
thardo alfohhuli w&dh'arboha wacidamoha 

.2 6 

yalii bihi hhadaba ^lacami mofalih-hhaj an' 
kad rabaho is'y^noha wavdhhAmohit 

biahhizzah i althalbuni yerbao faukaha 
kafro almerakibi khaufoha aiamoha 

' 28 

hbattaf idha falakha jumadal fittahin' 

jazan fathala siyamoha wakiyaiy-oha 

29 

wararcr^ daljiraha' alfafa watahayyajat 
reihlio almosayifi faumbha wafahamoha 

rajaaa biamrihoma llai dhei mirrahin' 
lihas adin wanajhho sarcimah in Ibramoha 

3 1 

fatanazaaa fabithan yothefro dh ilaloho 
cadukhani mafhalahcn' , y ofhibbo 'dh'iramoha 

32 

mafhmulahin' golitjiat bincbati Arfajin' 
cadukh&ni n&rin' fathiin' Afnvmoha 


33 £ W A / f f 

famadhai wakaddar*ikha wacanat aadah an 

• 1 4 c* 

fniaho Id hi hefa iiradat lkddmohi 
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34 

fatawaflath a ardh'a dlfariyyi was'addaaa 
masjurahan' motajawiran kyllarrfbha 

' 35 . 

malihfufahan wafth'a dlyardi yodh'illoho 
minh© iyosarrao gubah'in' wakfyjimoha 

. 36 , 

dfatilca am wahhfli.Iyyah.on' mafbuah'dn' 
khadhalat waadiyah'o dlsiwdri kiwdmohd 

37 

khans ao dh'ayyadti alfereiri fcilam yazal 
ardho alfhakdyiki .th'aufohd wabogdmoha 

38 

femoaffcfm kahdiri' tendzaa fhilwoho 
gabfon' cawafibo *md yemynno th'aaamohs 

39 

s'adafna mlaha girrah'an' sabnahd 
mna dlmenaya.^a tath'oiflio fihdmohd 

40 

batat waafbala wdcifon' min delmah'in 
torwai dlkhamdyila ddyimdji tasjdmoha 

# 4i 

tejafo ds'ldiY* kalis an' motanabbidhan' 
j • • • 
biojubi inkain' yemeflo hayamoM 

4a _ 

yaUi th'areikah'a matrfaha cjotaw&tiron' 
fei lailah'ii),' cafara alnojUhia* gamamobi 



15 * 


LEBEfDOft 


43 

watadh iyya fei wajhi aldhalami moneiiahanf 
cajomanah'i dlbahbriyyi fall a nidhamoha 

44 

hhattai idha anhhafara aldh'elamo waasfarat 
bacarat tazillo auru altharai azlamoha" 

45 

alahat taballada fei nihai soadyadin 
iCbaan towdman camilan' ayyamoha 

46 

hhattai idha yayifaV waas-hhaka hhalikon' 
lam yoblihi irdh'aoha wafithamoha 

47 

watafammaat ruz alaneifi farnaha 
an dh'ahri gaibin' wAlarteifo fakdftioha 

48 

fagadat culla alfaxjaini tahhfibo annaho 
maulax almokhafah'i khalfoha wtdmamoha, 

49 

Txhattai idha 'yaifo alromaho waarfalua 
giQdhofan' dawajino Jcafilan aasdtnoha 

50f ; 

falahhikna waatacarat leha medrayyah on' 
calfamhariyy ah i hhoddoha watemamohi 

. 5 1 

litadhudUBiBha wa4ykanat in lam tadhud 
&n kad ajamma mai alhhatufi hhamamob^. 



Alaameriyyo. 


isa 


s* 

iatakas's'adat minh'a ciiaba fadharrajat 
bicron wagudira fei dlmicajrri fij atnobd 

* 53 . 

fdbitilca idh rakafa alfawamid bialdh ohhai 
vrajtaba # drdiyaha alferabi jcirhbbi 

54 

ikdhi ajlobnnaha la ofacrith'o relbafi'an' 
au an yaluma bihhajah'in' lawwamoha 

55 ' 

awalam tecun tadrei nawaro'beinnani 
.was'salo ikdi hhabayilin' jadhdhamoha 

5 & 

tarraco Itfacinahin' ldha lam ardhaha 

• • • 

Au yertabith' badha dlnofufi hhimamohi 
% 57 

bel anti la *adre^'na cam^fnin lailah in' 
thalikin' ledheadhin lahwoha wanidamoM 

5 5 * * 8 

kad bitto famiraha wagayah a tajirin* * 
wafaita iflh rofaat waazza jnodamoha 

59 

oglci alfib'fa beculli adcana aatikin' 

Au junah'm *kodi]jhat wafodhdh'a khitimoha 

60 

m • i • 

bis'abuhhin' safiyahin' wajadhbi oareinahin’ 
bimowatterin tataloho lbhanjoha 



LEBEIDOfc. 


bicarto hhijataha aldojaja bifohhrah'm . 
lioalla minha hhcfna hobba niyamoha 

62 

wagad'.hi rei'hhin kad waz’.to .A jkoirahin 
ldh asbahbat biyadi Alshimali zlmaiaona 

walekad hhamalto ulhhayya tahhmi'a fhiccati 
foroth'on' wifhahhi ldh gadauto lijamoba 

# 64 

faaluto murtakaban . alai dhei habwah'in 
khorajiu llax aalamihinna katamohi. 

65 

hhatai l'dha alkat yadan' fci cafirin' 
waujaprio aurato althcguri dh'a'amoha 

66 

as-halto wantasabat cajidK maneifahiiv 

.jerdsia yahhs'oro duuahat’jorramoaa 

* 

67 

raffatoliii th'aida alnnu'uni wafaukalio 

c 

hhatai id ha fakhin&t wakhaffa ldh amohii 

68 

kalikat rihhalatoha waafbala nahhroha 
wabtalla min zabdi alhhameimi hhi/amoha 

'69 

rarkai wata'Jiano fei aliaan’ wataatilihal 
wirda alhhamamahl mh& jadda hhamamoha 



AlaAmeriyyo. 


7 ° 

wacatheirah'on gurbdwoh'i majhulah’oa' 
torjai nawafiloha wayokhitaf t dhAmoh4 

^golbin' tafhaddara biafldoichuli cainnaha 
jin in* albadiyyi rawafi^ran' aktMipoha 

72 

Ancarto bath ilaha wabiijo bihhakkiM. 

« 

yauman' walam yafkhar alnyyi ciramoha 


73 ' 

wajezuro lyfarin daauto lihiatfiha 
bimagalikin' motafhabihin ailamoha 

74 

aduu bHtinna liaakirin' au mqthfilin' 
bodhilat lijelrairi aljamfij Iihh4mofi4 

. 75 

faldh’aifo jvaljaro algareibo cai'imamd 
liabatha tabulah'a mokhs , iban , ahdh amohi 

, 76 

tawei lhu alath nabi culli radhiyyahin' 
mithlo albalijiyah i kalis in ahdamoha 


77 


wayocallakina Idhd alriyahho tenawahhat 
kholojdn' t»meddo IhaWariaan' aytamqjia 


7f 

Inna Idl\4 altakati aHnojajijio lam, yazai 
minnd lizazo adhelgaatVin jafli&moha 



IBS 


LEBE1DOI* 


79 

tvamokaffimin' yoth'ei alaftiexrah'o hhakkaba 
wamogadhmiriri lihhakukihd hadh'amoha 

80 , 

fadhlan' wadhu caremiri yoeino alai alnackii 
famhhon cafubo. ragayibin' gannamoha 

81 

min mafhariR fannat lehom aWwohora 
■waliculli kaiimin fonnah'on waimamoha 

Sz 

in yafzauua yolkai ^naogafira indahom 
walfinno yalmao calfawacibi lamohd 

83 

la yath'bauxina wala yeburo faaalohom 
in la taaneilo* fiiaa alhatoai dhhlamoha 

• f 84 

fabenua lena baxtdn' rafexaan' femcoho 
fafamax ilaxhi cohloha wagolamoba 

’ . , * 5 , 

fakna bima-k^fama almelex'co fafnnama 

- kafama alkhalayika bai'nana alamoha 

86 ' 

waii’dha alamanah'o koflimat fex maflxari'n 

aufa'i biaadh'ami hha’dh'dh' ina kaffainoha 

- 

87 

fahom j'dhd dlafheiBah'o afHh'aat 

waliom hhoccumoha 



AlaAmertyyo. m 

8a 

wahom rabeion' lilmojawiri fei'homo 
walmormilati idha tath awila. Aimohi 

‘wahom ajaflieirah'o m yobath'th'ai hhlluSon' 
au uh yawHlo maa aljUwi liySmoha 



K A L A 


A.N T A RAH O N 

a 


ALABSIYYO. 


feai gadera alihourao rain motaraddimi* 
ana hal arafta aldari h:ida tavvah-liorai 

2 

ya dara ablah a bialjawai tcceliamoi 
waimmei‘s e&YhharT cUfra ablah a wallinM 

n 

o 

fawakafto fcili ;i nakitef wac’at imahu 
fadanon' lidkdh'ei lihajah'a almotalawwlmi 

, watahhiilo ablaha bialjawai waahlolia 
‘bialhbazni fals ammdni falmotathallomi 

5 

hhoyyexta min thalalin' tekadema ahdoho 
akwai waakfara bad a l 6mrai alhaithami. ' 

6 

JihaJlat biardii i alzayireiba faasbahhat 
afirS.n' alai th'-ollabici iL/nah<i makhrami 
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7 

611 iktoha aradha.ii waaktolo kali m aha 
zaman Icamra dbeica laiTa # hipiozimi 

\ 

Svalekad nazalti fell tadh'unnei gairohp 
minilci •birdenzilah i algiohhabbi* almocremi 

9 

caifa almezaro wakad terabbao ahlolii 
bidneizataioi waahlomi bicilgailami 

io* 

in conti izmati alfmika fai nnama 
. zummat rocabicomo bflailin 4, modh'limi 

11 

ma raan£i ilia hhomiilah'o aMiha 

t * 

wafath'a aldiyari tafuffb hhabba alkhiinkhimi 

12 

fei'lia athnitdnl .waurbaiylna hhalubah'an* 
fiidan' cakhafijrahi algorabi alas-hhami 

*3 

ldh teftabcuca bidhei goriibin' wadhihhin 
adhbin' fnokabbajaho ledl^idho almath'ami • 

*4 

wacai nna farah a tajirin bikafejmah in 
fabakat awalidhqjia llaxca min alfami • 

. . *5 

a ii raudhah'in' infan' tadhammana nebtaha 
gaithon kaleilo aldimni laifa.bimalan^I 



lfr«> ANTARAriON 

*6 

jidat Ihuhi cull® beefin' hhurrah'm 
fataracna cullo'karArahln' c&dirhemi 

. ' ,:' 7 ' 

fahh-hhSp ’watifcdbdn’ faculli afhiyyah'in 
yajref alaxha Alinab km yatasarrami 1 ' 

18 

wakhala &dhobaba biha falaifi bibarihhip’ 
gajidan' eafxli alfharibi ilmotarannimi 

. 19 

hazijan yahhocco d’hirAaho bidhiraihi 
kadhha dlmocibbi aiax dlzenadi alajdhami 

20 

tomfex wato'sbihbo fauka dh'ahri hhafluyyahin' 
waabcito fauka forah'a Ad-hama moljami 

21 

wahhafliiyyatei faijin' alax abli alfhaw.ii 
nehdin' meraciloho nebeilo dlmahbzemi 

22 

<• 1 

hal tabloginnei darahu fhadaniyyah'on' 

loonat birpahhrumi alfjierabi nijis ovrami 

2 3 

khath'th'arah’on gibba alforai zayy&fation' 
tathifo Alac&ma biwakhdi khufij'n milthami 

\ ?*' 

wacai'nnama tathifo edacama dfhiyyahaa' 
bikareibi b^fxia dlmitxiamaxrd mos’allami 



-ALABSITTOw 


m 


25 

tawei leho kolos'o alniaanli cams dwat 
hhizakon' yentdniyah'on' lidijamf th'imtlilini 

•„ ’ 

yatabuna kullah a rSfilii wacai'nnaho 
hharijoru alai nafhin' l§fconna mokhayyami 

a 7 

walin' yauudo bidhei alaflieirah'i baidt/ahp 
calabdi dhei dlferwi &lthaweili dlaslami 

28 

fharibat bimdi aldohhradh aim fashahhat 
zauraa tenforfl an hhiyadhi ildaileipi 

29 

wacai'nifama yen4ya bijanibi diflaha # 

Alwahhfhci min hazaji alj^hiyyi muwawwimi 
•• • 

3 ° 

hirron janeibon^cullama^&thifat leho 
gadh bai attakaJlii biuly«.duini wabialfami 

31 

abkai leha th ula alzemani mokermddan* 

• # 

fanaclan' wamitrfila^daaayitnj almotakhayyimi 

? 2 

baracat alainn&i dlridai caTnnama 
baracat alai kasabiji' djafh£ha mohadhdhuami 

33 . 

wacdna rajaban* au cahheim#' mokadan' 
hhafhfha dlwofuda bihi*iaw*dnibi komkomi 



ANTAHA1IOJ* 


>i<te 


34 

yenbao min dhifrai gadh'ubin jefraliin* 
zayyafah'in' nuthla alfateiki dhno^dami 

35 

in togdafei dunei alkindi faTnnanei 
th'ibbon' biakhdhi Alfarifi almoftalyimi 

36 

athanei alay/i bima alimti faTnnanei 
fahlon' mokhalafatci ldha lanj udh "lami 

37 

fa’idha dh'olimto fayina dh olmei bAfilon 
mirron' modhakatoho cathami ak.lkami 

3 s 

walekad fbaribto min Alinodarnahi bad a mu. 
racad;\ Aihaw.jiro bialmbhufi almalami 

39 

bizojajah in' s’afraa dhali i afirrah in' 

Jcorinat bia&Tari fci alihim/di mofaddarm 

4° 

fai’dha fliaribto fax nnanei moftahlicoiV 
male! wairdhei wafiron' lam yoclvmi 

41 

wai'dha s'ahhauto fema okas's'iro An nadai 
wacama ^ilimti fbeniayilci watecerremi 

v 43 

vaWplcilo ganiyah'in'. taradfo mojaddajan' 
temcu f^reio'atpho caflikiki alaalan^i 
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_ 43 > 

fabakat yedayl leho biaajili thanah in- 
waralbalhi nlfidah'in' calafiini dlandami* 

44 

* halld falati dlkhailo ya bnata malicin'. 
in ct>nti jahilahan bijna lamY&fami 

45 

ldh la.azalo dial Vihhaloh i fabihhin' 
nehdin taaaworoho alcomah'o mocellami 

thuran' yojarrado lilth iaanlr watafah aiV 
. yawei llai hhas'adi alkifTet Sramrami 

47 

yokhbirco min fhahida alwakeiAh'a .insane! 
agfhai alwagai waaiffc f inda ahnagnaijii 

wamodajjajin' cariha aUromah o nizalalio 
la momniin haraban' *wala moftaflimi 

49 

jadat yediya leho biSajili th <jnah in 
bimothkafin' S'idki dlcauuki mokawwami 

5 ° 

birahheibahi dlfargaini yahd^JJeffohd 
biallaxli mofafla ildhiy&bj aldh orrami • 

51 

fafliacedk) brilromhhi thiyabaho 

laifa alcareinio alai altana bimohhrami 
vol. vjir. 
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5 * 

fatara£loho jazra alfibai yanoflinaho 
ma bafna kullah a rifihi wahnisami 

* 53 

wamafhac&i fabigah in' hatadlo for dj aha 
bialfaifi an hhamei alhhakeikah'i molami 

54 

rabid-hin' yfcddho bialkidahhi l'dha fhata 
liataco gay&ti dltejari molawwami 

* , " 55 " 

lemma raanei kad nazalto oreidoho 

abdal nawajidhoho ligai'ri tebaffomi 

56 

fathanatoho bialromhhi thomma alautoho 
bimohcndahin' s afei allihadexdah i mikhdhami 

- 57 - 

ahdei bihi medda alnehari cai'nnama 
khodh iba albenano warafoho bialldh'lami 

58 

bath'alin' cainna thiyabaho fei farhhihi 
yohhdhal niaalo alfeb'd lai'fa yatawami 

59 

ya fhah'o ma kanas'in' limen hhallat leho 
hhorimat alayyi walaitoha lam tohhrami 

fabaath-to jdriyatei fakoito Iehd idh-habei 
fatajaffafei akhbaraha lei waalimi 



ALABSIYYO. 


in 


6 1 

Icalat raxto mina 414&adex' g^irrah'an' 
walihdh'o njompnahon limfeA hu murtamx 

62 

wacaYnnama altafatat bijexdi jj^ayah'iif 
rafliai'n min* .algizUni'Miurrin arthami 

«3 

nobbeifo amran' gafra fliacira nimatex" 
walcofro mukhbatfi^hon linefsi almonimi 

64' 

walekad hhafidh'to was'ah'a ammei bialdh'ihhax 
•idh taklis'o alfheftano an wadh'-hhi alfami 

65 

lei hhaumah'i alhharbi allatei 14 ta<fr*ac«i 
gamr4tiha alabtlj alo ilia tagamgpmi 

.66 

idh yatakuha bei alafinnah'a lam akhim 
anha walecinntx tad hayika mokdamex 

67 

lema famato nidaa morrah a kad ala 
wabnax rabeiab a fei algibari alaktami * 

68* 69 

wamohhallamon yafuuna tafrhta liwdyibim 

walmauto taTihta diwai all mohhallami 

• • 

7 a 

ayaknat fayacuna in da *3Jk 4y i h i’m 

dh arbon' yath'eiro^Sni alfirakM aljotbthanai 

G. 2 
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71 

lema rdyato alkauma akbala jamohom 
yatadhameruna cararto gaifo modrhammami 

*7 2 

yaduuna «antara walrimahhi cai'nnahd 
afhth dno beirin fei lobini alad-hami 

73 

m<l zilto armeihim bigorrahi nahhrihi 
walibanihi hhatax teferbala bialdemi 

74 

wazawwara min wkld alkana bilibanihi 
wafliacai ilayyi biabrahin watahhamhhomi 

75 

lau cana ya4rei ilia almohhiiwarah'o afhtacai 
walecanajau alima alcelama mocellomi 

76. 

walkhailo taktahhimo alkhibara-awabifan 
min baini fhaidh' amah irf waajrada fhaidh ami 

• 77 ' 

walekad fhaiaf kajbei waadh-haba fokmoha 
keilo alfawarifi walca antarahr'o Akdimi 

• 78 1 

dhululon rucab^i hhaitho fheito moihayiei 
lobbei waahhfozoho Ijidmrin'.mobhimi 

v 79 

walekad khaftieito bain, amuto walam*tacun 
lilhharbi d^yirahW dial ibnei dh'emdhemi 



ALABSIYYO. 


H3 


80 

dlfliatimex' Irdh'ex walam dftutmolja 
walnadhiraiua *dhd lam alkahbma demi 

8 1* 

in yafula falekad taradlo abahomd 
jczra ullTbdi jvaculli nifidn’ kafhami 



KA LA 


A M- R U O N. 

altaglebiyVo. 


•aVa hibbei bes'ahhnica fas’bihhema 
wcla tobkex khomura alandereina 

mofli^fhaahiQn' cai'nna alhhosVa feiha 
idha ma aJmao khalath’aho fhahheina 

3 

.tejuro bedhei allobanah'i an hawaho 
idha ma dhakaha hhattax yelexna* - 

4 

tera't allahhza alfhahheihha idha amarrat 
alaxhi lefnalihi feiha meheina 

5 * 6 

madadti alcdfa AnnA. omma amruin, 
wacdna AlcAfo mojrahi alyemaina 

•7 . 

waani fherro althelathoh'i omma Amruin 
bcsahhibiei. Alladhi la tos'bihheina . 



AMRUON ALTAGLEBIYYO. 
8* 9 

wainna faufa todricon£ almenayd 

mokaddarah'aV lena* wam&kaddereina 

• f * 

IP 

kifei kab^i al tafarroki yd dh'aeind, 
nekfiabberaci dlyekema watokhbirema 

11 

kifei nefdlaci hal ahhdarthti s orman' 
lewafhci dlbaini dm lfhonti aldmemd 

12 

biyumi careihah'in dh'arbari* wathanan' 

* akerra behi mawaleici aloyuna 

13 

toreici l'dha dakfialti alai khafain' . 
wakad aminat Ciyuno altafhihhein a 

dh i nit 1 afthalih admaf becrin' 
terabbaat] dlajaria walmitund, 

15 

wathadydn' mithla hhokki alaaji rakhs 
hhasanan' min # 3coffi dllalnifeina 

16 

wamatnai lednah'in' tl\dlat#walanat 
rawadifoha tenTto bima «wale|na 

17* iS* 19 

tadhacrato dls'ibai wdfhta&o lemma 

• rayato hhcrmulajia ^s'olan' hbodeinn 



AMRUON 


tt* 

waaaradh'ati alyemamah'o ,waflimakharrat 
ca&fyafin* biaid i moslitfei'na 

fema wajidat cawajdei omma fakbin 
ddhallattaho ferajjaati alhb^neina 

23 

wela fhamth'aa lam yatroc fhekaha 
leha min tifahin' ilia janeind 

/ 23 

wa'i nna gaddan' waTiina alyauma rahnon 
wabada gadin bima la talamema 

34 

4ba hindip’ fgla taj&l alama « 
waandh irna nokhabbirca alyakema 

35 

bei nna nurido alrayati betdh'an' .. 
wanos'dirohonna hhomran' kad rav.ei'na 

26 

wadyydmin’ lend gorrin' th'iwalin’ 
dfaina almelca feiha annadema 

37 

wafayyidi m alterin' kad tawwajuho 
bitaji almclci yabhmei almohhjwcina 

3 ? 

C'UfllPff alkhaila -aakifahop' alaihim 
H^^d ladah'on' ainn?taha spfuna 



at.taglebiyyo. 


m 


a 9 * 30 

wakad harrat cildbo aVhhai minna 
wafhadhabon^ katadah'a men yaleina 

3* 

metai nepkol ilai kaumin^ rohhana • 
yecunud fex dilikai leba th'ahhein& 

32 

yecuno thikaloha fharkiyyo najdin 
walahwatoha kodh'agha ajmaeina 

33 

nczeltom menzila dladh'yafi minnS 
faiijjalna alkiral an tefhto’muna 

34 

kareinacom faajjalna kiracorrl ( 
kobaila als'obhhi minfdh'an' th'ohhuoa 

. 35 • 

wai nna 61dhigna bada ‘{ildhigni yaffliua 
alaica waygkhrijo aWai aldafelna 

36 

warithna almajda kad alimaJ: maaddon' 
nothaino duhaho hha{ta* yabexni 

37 

wanahhno )dha imado alhhayyi kharrat 
dlax alahhfadhr-namnaa.men yalernd 

3 8 

nodafio* anhomo aladdpi’Jpidman' 
wanahhmilp anhomo ma hhammafund , 



AMRUON 


m 


39 

noth'aino ma terakhai alna{b annd 
wanedhribo bialfoyufi fdha gafhein/t 

‘ 40- 

bifomrin' man kana Alkhatth'ai Iodnin' 
dhawabila &u bibefdh'in' yataleind 

41 

nafhokka belia ruufa dlkaiimi flnkka 
waciakhtalibo alrakaba fayakjitalema 

42 

tekhala jemajima dlabth'ala feiha 
wofukan' bialam&izi yertamerivi 

43 

nahhirro rjuufahom fei gam birrin' 
fema yadruna ma dha yattkkuna 

44 

caTnna foyufana feina wafeihim 
ma kharexkon biaidx laxbeina" 

„ ; 45 

*ca*i nna thiyuband minnd. waminhom 
khodh'ibna bidrjawanin* au th olcma 

46 

ldhd ma ayya bialijfndfi hhayyon' 
mina alhauli dlmofhabbahi An yeetm'a 

42 

nas'abria mithla rahwab'a dhata hhaddin' 
mohafadjh'ah-'an waeoond dlfdbikexna 



ALT AGLEBI Y Y O. 


HI 


48 

bifityanin yeruna alfcatla majdan' 
wafheibin' l^x alhhflprubi Vnqjarfabeind * 

,49 ’ • 

hhodayya alndfi cullihimi jameidn' . 
mok;i?auKan beneihim an beneind 


50 

faamma yauma'khafhyatana alaihira 

fatos bihho gdrah'an motalabbabemd 

* •» 

5 1 

vvaimma yauma la nekhfbei alaihim 
fates bihho ‘fei mejdlifmd thobeina 

5 * 

birali min benai jofhami l'bni becrin' 
nedokki biha iilfohuhih'a walkhozuna 

* 53 * 54 ”, 
lla la vejhalan ahhadph' alaina 

fanajhalo fa-uka jehli aljahilexna 

55 

biayyi meflieiah in' amnia ibna Rindin' 
tOtheio bini dUvifhdh'a vwatazderefnd 

5J5 

biayyi m^fheiah in' amrua ibna hindin 
necuno li£eili«oro fexna kath eina 

-57 

teheddadand waauddjmd-ruwaidan 
metaf conna liommxca moktawema 
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' 

fainna kenatand ya Jmru dayat 
alai dldadai kablaca dev teleind^ 

59 * 

idha gadh'dha althikafi biha ifhmazat 
wawallat-hom afliuzanah'anr' *zoljuna 

60 

• « 

afliuzanah'an^idhd ankalab&t arannat 

tadokko kafa almothakkafi waaljabeina 

61' 

fahal hhoddithta fei jafhami ibni becrin' 
binaks in fei khothubi ala wwalei n a 

6a 

warithna^majda.alkamah^i ibni farmin’ 
dbahha lend bhosuna almajfli deina 

6 3 

■warithto mohalhalan' waaflshaira minho 
zohairan' nima dhikhri aldhakhireina 

,° 4 

wa&ttabdn' wacefthuman' jameian' 
bihim nilna*toratho dldwwajeina 

< 5. 5 

tvadha alborrahi alladh^i hhodithta anho 
bihi nohhmai wanahhmei^lmoljaeftxa 

66 . 

waminna kablaho ’alfaef ^olaibon' 

• • • • 

faayyi almajdi*i)la katl*waleina 



AL'I’AtiLKBlYV O. 

67 . 

metax nakid kareinajana bihhablxn 
najodhdho 'ilwas 1\ au rfakjfi alkaremi 

6S* 

wanujado nahhno amnahom dhimaxan' 
wIiaufaKbm idha a^adua yamefna 

69 , 

wanahhno gad&h'a aukada fei kheaarin 
rafadna faiika rifdi alrafidema 

, • 70 

wanahhno alhhabifuna bedhex arathex 

talbffo 51jollah'o alkhurb ‘alderema 
• ** 

1 l ■ . 

wanahhno alhhacimuna idha. 6thina # 

wanahhno dlaazimuna idha eseina 

, , . , . ?\ 

wanahhno ajjaricuna, iiina fakhithna 
wanahhno iilikhidema lima radh'eina* 

n 

wacunna alaymeneina idha altakeina 
wacana iilayfeteina benjxa dbeina 

74 

fas dlua Vaidah'an' feimen yaleihim 
‘was'olna S'aula.hW feimen yalexna * 

• 75 

faabua bialnihabi wabmifebaya 
wai'bnai alinoluci xfxos afFatUina 


4U 



193 


AMRUON 


76 

ilaicom ya benei' becrin' ila/com 
alamma tlrifua minn& alyakeina 

* ' 77 ' 

alamma talemua minna wamincom 

r r * 

catayibi yath'dinna wayertameina 

. 78 

Slaina albeidh o waalyalabo alyemdnei 
wa&fyafm yakomna wayanhhaftem4 

‘ 79 

alaind cullo fabigahW’dilasin' 
teraf fauka alnejddi leha gddh'una 

80 

Idha wodh'iaat an atebth'ali yaumdn' 
rayata leha joluda alkaumi 'jaunA 

81 

fainna motunahonna motuna gadrin 
tosaffikoha alreiihho fdha jdrefna 

82 

’ watahhmilona gadaho alraui jordon' 
6rifna lena nekayidho akelemd 

' 83 * 84 

warithnahonna an xbdai" s'idkin' 
wanaurothihi idha mutna beneinr. 

, . 85 . * .• 

wakad Slima alkabayilo fnyi moaddin' 
Idha kbbabon'*biabthahhih‘a*benem4 
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1U 


86 

beTnna alaasimuna b^culli cihhlin' 
wa’i nna albarlhiluitji limAjtqieifta 

* 87.* 88 • 

waTnna. almaniuna lima, yalemi 
xdKa ma albeidh'i dh&balati aljofun'a 

, , , 89 

wa'i'nna almonimuna klha kadirna 

wai nna almohlicuna ldha ateina 
9 ® 

wai nna ullharibuna almda*s’afwan' 
wayaflirebo*gai'rana Sfcarart* wath'eini 

9 1 

ala ablig bcnei alth'amahhi atina 
wadomiyyan' facai'fa iraftomun; 

, ( 9 J ; , 

alai athurina Ijeidh on.tiramon 
nohhadhiro an tofimka au tehuni 

93 

dh "aadyino min benei jafhami bni Becrin' 
khalath'na bhnajfemin' hliafaban' wadsina 

94 

akhadhna’alaf bouulatihonna dhdan’ 

• > • • 
idha lakua Tawarifa molamemd 

9.5 

liyaftalibanna abdanan' wabeidh'4n 
waafrai fei alhhadelcfi mokawaneida 
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96* 97 

idha mi. rohhnd yamfhein^. ilhuwaina 
cama ddhtharabat mofuno 4i£haribe'ma 


yakitna jiyadand wayakolna leftom 
bouulatana idha lam temn^uuna 

99 

idha lam nahhmihinna feia bekeini 
lifliayan' badahonna wela hhoyeina 

100 

wemd manaa aldh "aauina mitlila dh'arbin' 
teraf minho dlfawaido calkilelna 

101* 102* 103 

lena aldunya wamen ddh'-hhai ilai'ha 
waneb'thiflio hhei'na neb thifho kadireind 

104 

idhd md almolco lama ainafa khasfan 
dbaina an nekirra aldh'olla feina. 

105 

nofammai dh'Mimelnd werad dh 'alamna 
walecinna fenabda dh' alimemd 

106 

idhi balaga ilfithamo lena s'abiyyon' 
tekhirro leho aljababero fajjdema 

107* 108 

melan'a dlbarra hhattal dh aka anna 

e 

wad hahra albahhri memla-Cvoho fefeina 



K»A L A 


H.H A R-ET'h O N 

ALYASHCORIYYO. 


aadhanatna Kibainiha dforfrife) 

roblia thawin' yomdlo minho althawao 

2 

bada ahdin' lch*4 biborkah'a fliemai 
faadnax diyaraha alkhalth'ao 

J 

ialmohhayyaljo fals'ifahho faglai 
dhex fith'^kiy faaadhibon falwafao 

4 

fariyadh'o alldiatfra faaiidiyah'o alfhirei'bi 
faHhubatani £'il*yIao • 

5 , 

la arai men !lhidto feiKa fa’ibci 
ulyauma dilhan' jvama yexrudtfo albocyo 

fi 

wabiainaica aukadat Kindon'.srlnara 
*as eilan' telwei biha 6!alyao 
VOL. VIII. H 
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7 

dukadat-ha balna alakeiki Jafliakh sami 
biuudin' tama yllufyl^aldh jiyao 

8 

fatanawwatfo naraha min baei'din 
bikhezazin' haihatd imnca.als ilao 

9 

gaira innei kad aftaeino alai alhbmmi 
fdha khafFa bialthawiyyi alnejao 

10 

bizofdfin' cai'nnaha hiklahon' ommo 
riyalin dawiyyahon' fakfa© 

11 

dnafat nebaton waafzaaha ulkenaaso 
asran wakad danai alimfao 

12 

fatarai khalfaha min alrafji 
walwaki*mcneman cainnaho lhbaq 

J 3 

• wath'irakun* niin khalfihinna thirakon 

• , • 
fakithatojj telwei beha.als ahhrap 

14 

atalah-ha biha alhawiyiro l'dh cullo 
ibno onthai* beliyyah on amyao . 

\5 

waAtansi mina Alhhawsidithi anbiio 

wakh'athbon'nonai behi wknofao 
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16 

inna lkhwanona dlar^kemiiyaglujia 
alaind fei keiliftim ih|ifao 

1 7 

yakhlith'iiflq. alberiyya minna bedhei aldhanbi 
wala yanfao *ilkh<tf fyyo alkhalao 

18 

zaamua inna cullo men dh araba dleira 
inowalin lena waj’nna'alwalao 

*9 . 

ajmauua amraJiom bilayin .f^lamma 
us'bahhud asbahhat lehom dhaudh'ao 

‘ 20 

min monadin' wamin mojelbin' waiftin 
tis -hali khailin khilala dhuca rogao 

21 * 

ayyohi almanth'iko almcfrakkifho anna 
inda amruiji wahal ledhaca bekao 

22 

la takhilna alai jgiratica inna 
kablo ma kad wafliai bind alaadao 

2 3 

fabekeina alaMlfhenaah'L tcnmeftia. 
jodudon wagarralion kafacT 

24 • • 

kabla ma alyauma bayy^dh'at bioyuni. 
ilpafi feiha tadyyatji'o waibiio* 
h 2 • 
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25 

wacai'naa almep.una terdex feina 
arana junin yenjabo anho slamao 

26 

mocfahirran Alai alhhawadithi ma terthuho 
lildehri mowyidon' s ammio 

2 7 — 33 * 34 - 

thomma milna ilai tamefmin' faahhramna 
wafeina bendto morrin' xmao 

-35 

la yakei'mo alazeizo,bialbeledi alfahli 
wala yanfao dlkhaliyyo alnejao 

3 6 

laifa yanjei mowayadon' min hhczarin 
rafa th'iidm wahhurrah'on rajlao 

37 

femelecna bidhelica alnaio hhattai 
maleca almondhiro lbno mai alfamao 

38 

wall'll alrabbo waliheheido alai yaumi 
Alhhayaraini walbelao belao 

39 

melico ddhlao alberiyyahi ma yujado 
feiha lima ledaihi cofao 


,40 

fatrocud alth'eikha waltaaddei wai'inmd 
teteaalhiia fafei altaafhei ?lddc 
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• , 41 

wadh'corua khalfa dhei almejazi warn 4 

kaddama feihi alohiido wilcoflao 

• • 

42 

hhadhira aljura waltaadciei walen 

tenkadh'cf aia fei &lmohariki \ilihwao 

• -» • 

43 

aalimua inna waryyacojno feima 1 
alhtarathna yauma akhtalofni fawao 

44 

aalania jonahho condah'a 

yatami gaziyyohom wamkina aljazao 

, 45 

am alaAw jera hhaneifah'a au.md 
jamaat min matiharibiu # gabrdo 

46 

t im janaya beni ateikin famen 
yadhoro fai* ana min hharbihim bordo 

47 

am alaina jeraf dlibado cama neith^ * 
bijiizi almohfainimili alaa^ao 

48 

am alaina jerai kodh aah'a 
am laifa alamajfeima janua # indao 

49 

am alafnji jeraf fyadin' canja 
keila lith'afmin' okhuwatomo ^Ffbacr 
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5 ° 

laifa minna almodh'arriyuna wala kaifin 
wala jolidalon' wald aihhaddao 

5 * 

ananan' bathilan wadholman' cama 
yatoro fei hhojrah a alrabeidh i aldh'ibao 

5 * 

wathemanuna min tame, (min' biaydihim 
rimahhon s'odurohinna alkadhdo 

53 

lam yahhillua benei .rizahhin' biborkaa 
nitham lehom alaina >doado 

54 

terecuhom molajjabeina waabua 
binehabin' yasimmo minho alhhtdao 

55 

thomma jdua yefterjiuna 

ialam ’terja lehom fhamah ori’ wala zahrao 

5 6 

thomma faua minhom bikafimah'i aldh"ehri 
wala yafyrodo dlgalella almuo 

t 

57 

thomma khailon' min badi dhaca maa algallaki 
la rafah on' wala ibkao ’ 

58 

ma aSabua min taglebiyyin' famathlulon' 
alaihi Idhafawallef alofao* 
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59 

catecaleifi kaumana ldha gaz 4 
61 mondhiro hal nafyhifo libni hindin' ro&ao 

6c 

idha hhalla'alalyao kobbah'a maffuna 
faadnci chyuraha alkhalth&o. . 

6i 

fataawwat Iehor^ k radhibah'on' mia 
culli hhayyin cai nnahom flkao 

6 2 

fahadahom bialafwadaxnx waamro 
allahi balgoq yaihkex bihi lilafhkiyao 

63 

# xdh teipfnuhomo afran' fafakat-hom 
xlaicoin amniyyah'011 iflinio 

64 

lam yogrucomo gorurari' walacin 
yerfao al^lo jeiYiohom tvaldh ohhao 

65 

ayyoha alftianeio almoballigo annij 
inda amruin wahal lidhaca mtehao 

'66 

m amruoi\ lena ledaxhi khilalon' 
gairi fhaccii^. fei cullihjnnaWxlbel&o 

, i . , 

melicon' mukfith on waacmelQ, men yainihi 
waxnin <Juni ma ledaifrtalihenao 



HHARETHON 


dratniyyon' bimithlihi jdlati dljinno 
faabat lijfhes'mifya a] a jiao c 

• 69 

men lend indaho mina aikhairi ayatin 
theldthin fei cullihitana alkadh'ao 

7 ° 

dyahon' fhdrLko dlfhakeikahi l'dji 
jdua jamei'aan liculli hhayyin' liwao 

71 

hhaula kaifin' moftalame'ma bicabfhin' 

r- 

koradh iyyin' ca’innaho. ablao 

72 

wasayitin' min alawatici mil 
tenhaho ilia fttabeidh'ah'on' ralao • 

73 

radadnahomo bithanin gama yakhrojo 
min khirbali'i.dlmezadi almdo 

74 ' 
wahhamalndhomo alai hhazami thahldni 
• Ihildldn' wadommiya alanfao 

r • 

75 

wafaalna bihim cam! alima allahon' . 
wama an lilhhayaAeina dimao 

, 76 

thomma hhojran' danel ibna ommi fathdmin' 
waleh.o farfiyyahon' khcdhrdo 
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. 77 

afadon' fei dllikai wirdoa hemufon 
warabeiion in fliannaat gabrao* 

7 8 ; . , 

fajabhanahomo bidh'arbin' cama teahozo 
an^armrfahi althawijryi aldilio 

, 79 

wafacacna gilla iimri alkaifi anho « 
bada nia th ula hhabfoho walanao 

80 

waakadnaho rabba gaffana^bialmondhiri 
carhan Idh la tocala ^doji^o 

81 

\vafad«iuahomo bctisah i dml^'icin' 

drainin' aflabohom aglacf 

• 

82 

wamai aljuna juna aii ’genei alaufi 
an u don cainnaho dafCvao 

S3 

mu jazina tahhta alajaji idh 
walat biafkayiha wahharr afsilao 

84 

wawalidn/i amnia ibna ommi ayufin 
min karcib'ji^lema atwn.i 61 hHibao 

8 *5 

mithloha takhiojo alnaffeihah o lilkaumi . 
falahon' min duniha.£fia& 
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TO 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

•The cou^.te§s ’Spencer, 

THESE EASTERN PIECES,* < 
‘ANdT PARTICULARLY, 

THE POEM OF 

• • • 

S O L I M A, 

4R5 most Respectfully 
in^ribed 
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PREFACE; 


THE reader will 'probably cxpeCt, that. , 1 /efore 
I prefent him with the following milcellany, I 
fbould give fome account, of the pieces con- 
tained in it; ‘and Ihouid prove the authenticity 
of thofe Eajlern originals, from which I profefs 
to hava tranflated them : indped, fo many pro- 
ductions, invented in Frtince, have’been Offered 
to the publick *as genuine tranflations from the 
languages of AJia , that I Should have wilhed, 
for my oVtrn fake, to clear my publicatipn from 
the llighteft (tffpicion of impofture ; but there is a 
circumljanc® peculiarly hard in thej>relent cafe; 
namely, that, were I to produce the originals 
themfelves, it* would be impoflible to .perfuade 
fome men, tl\a? even, they were* not forged for 
the purpofe, like the pretended language of 
Formofa. T -ihall, howevSr, ’attempt, in this 
fhort preface to* fatisfy* the ‘reader’s expecta- 
tions. 

The Tirfk poem ii\ the collection, called 



PREFACE. 


- f 


Z0<3> 

Solima , is not a regular translation from tlie 
Arabick language ; but moft of the figures, fen- 
timents, and defcriptions in it, were really taken 
from the poets of Arabia: for when I was 
reading fome of their verfes on benevolence and 
hofpitality, which they jyftly confider ps their 
moft amiable virtues, I fele&ed thofe paflages, 
that feemed moft likely to run into our meafure, 
and connected them in fuch a manner as to 
form continued piece, which I fuppofe to 
be written in praife of an Arabian princefs, who 
had built a caravanjcra with pleafant gardens 
for the refrefhment of travellers and pilgrims ; 
an a£t of munificence not uncommon in Afia . 
I (hall trouble the reader with only one of the 
original paflages, from which he may form a to- 
lerable judgement of the reft: 

Kad alama c ddhaifo wal mojteduno 
Idha aghbara ofkon w ah abb at Jhemalan , 
Wakhalat an auladiha elmordbiato % 

Wa lam tar ainon lemoxnin belalan , 
jB eenca conto 9 errabio el moghitho 
Leman y at arica, waconto ihemalan, 
Waconto nehara behi Jhcmfobo, 

Waconto dagiyyi U 0 tli Jihi hflalan . 

that is ; * the Jlranger and the pilgrim well 
know, when the Jhy is dark, and the north-wind 

* Sec thi? paflage vcrfified, Solima , lin? 71. &c. 
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rages, •when the mothers leave their fucking in- 
fants, when no moijlure can be feen in the clouds , 
that thou art bountiful to them as th« fpring, 
that thou art their fhief fufport , that thou art a 
fun to them by day, and a moon in the cloudy 
night. % 

The hint^of the ne«t poem, or The Palace of 
Fortune, was taken from an Indian tale, trans- 
lated a few years ago. from the Perjian by a 
very ingenious gentleman in the fervice cf the 
India-Company but I have added fe . eral de- 
scriptions, and epifodes from other Eajlern 
writers, hav£ given g different moral to the 
' whole piece, and have made fome other alter- 
ations in it, which may be feen by any one, 

• • # 0 

who will take thfe pains to compare it with the 
ftory of RoJl^ajiQ^ # in tfieT fecond volume of the 
tales of Inatulla . 

I have taken.a ftill gfeater liberty with the 

• • 

moral allegory which, in imitation of the Per ~ 
fan poet 9 Ne % zdmi, I have entitled The Seven 
Fountains; the general fubjeCt of # Tt # was bor- 
rowed from a* ftory in a collection of tales* by 
Fbn Arabjhabf a native of # Damafcus^ who 
flourifhed in the fifteenth century, *and wrote 
feveral other*works in $ very jfolilbed ftyle, the 
mod celebrated of .which is An* hijlory of the life 
of Tamerlane : bilt I hav,e ingrafted upon the 
principal -allegory an epUodte from the Arabian 
vol. vii r ? . * i- 
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tales of * a thousand and one nighty a copy of 
which work in Arabick was ‘procured for me 
by a learned friend at Aleppo. 

The fong, wi icli follows, was fir ft p inted at 
the end of a Peril 'an gramm-’r; but, for the 
fatisfatlioft of thole who may have a >y doubt 
of its being genuine, it fecmcd pr per to fet 
down the original of it in Roman chara-flers at 
the bottom* of the page. Th ’ ode of Petrarch 
was'idded, that the reader might compare the 
manner tof the AJiaeick poets with that of the 
Italians , many of whom have wiitten in the 
true fpirit of the Ea /terns: fome of the Perfian 
longs have a ftriking refemblance to the fonnets 
of Petrarch ; and even the form of thofe little 
a mat ary poems was, \ believe, brought into Eu- 
rope by the Arabians ; one would almoft i ma- 
o-1 ne the v following lines to be tranflated from 
the Perjian , 

Jlura , chc quelle chiome blonde e cnjpe 
Circondi e movr\ c Je mojj'a da loro 
Soavemente , e fpargi quel dolce oro , 

IL poi V raccogli \ f e' r bei no’di t increfpe . 

fince there is fcarce a page in the works of Ha- 
fez and in w hich the fame, image, of the 

* See the ftory of Prince Jglb, or the third Calandar in the 
Arabian tales , Night 57. v &c. 
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breeze playing 'with the trejfes of a beautiful girl \ 
is not agreeably ,and v^rloufly exprcfled. 

The elegy on ihp death of Laura yas in- 
ferted with. the, fump view df forming a com- 
parifnn between the Oriental* and the Italian 
poetrv : the def'ription of the fountain of Val- 
chiufa , ®r Ifallis Claufa, which was clofe to 
Petrarch's ho ,! f *,* was aided to the e*egy in the 
year 1769 , and was compofed on tlto very fpot, 
whi h I could not forbear vifiting, who/L I 
pafled by Avignon . 

The Turkifh Ode on the Spring was fde61ed 
from many others in the fame language, writ- 
' ten -by Mefihi, a poet of great repute at Con - 
Jlantinople , who lived in the reign of So/iman 
the Second or tbe*Lazvgivej“ : it is ivyt unlike the 
Vigil of Venus , wlyeh Kas been, aferibed to Ca- 
tullus \ the meafare of it is nearly the f?me with 
that of the; Latin poem ; # *and it has, like that, a 
lively bu:den ^it the end of every ftanza: the 
works of Mejihi are preferved in the archives of 
the Royal Society , 

It will be npedlefs, I hope* to apologize 'for 
the Pafloral, and the pbem upop Chefs, which 
were done as ‘early as at the age of lixtecn or 
feventeen years, and were Cived f;om the lire, 
in preference to 4 great »many others, "becaufe 
they feemed more ’correctly verfificd than the 
reft. 
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It mu ft not be fuppofed, from my zeal for 
the literature of A/la, that, I mean to place it in 
competition with the beautjful productions of 
the Greeks and Rbmans ; f<pr I am .convinced, 
that whatever changes .we make in our opi- 


nions, we' always return to the writings of the* 
ancients, as to the ftandaid of true tafte.* 

If the novelty of the following poems fhould 


recommend ‘them to the favour of the reader* 


|t rn\^v, probably, be agreeable to him to know, 
that theft are many e thers 'of equal or fuocrior 
merit, which have never appeared in up\ lan- 
guage of Europe j and I, am perfuaded ♦ it a 
writer, acquainted with the originals, might 
imitate them very happily in his native tonguej 
and that the publiek would ncft be difpleafed to 
fee the genuine compofitiorvs ,of Arabia and 
Verjia in' an Ehg 'ujh drefs. The heroic poem 
of Ferdufi might be erfified ^s eafily as the 
Iliad , and I fee no reafon why .the delivery of 
Tcrfia by Cyrus fhould not be a fubje'Cl as inte- 
refting to r uv, as the anger of Achilles , or the 
•wabdering of Ulyffes. The Odes pf Hafez , and 
of Mefihi , wojijd fuit’our lyrick meafures as 
well as tKofe aferibed to Anacreon ; and the 
feven Arqbick elegies, that were hung up in the 
temple of Mecca % and *of which there are feveral 
fine copies at Oxford would, no doubt, be 
highly acceptable to.fhp lovers of antiquity, and 
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• • 

the admirers of native genius: but when I pro- 
pofe a tranflation .of thefe Oriental pieces, as a 
work likely to meet with fujccefs, I only mean 
to invite my readers, who* have leifure and in- 
duftry, to the ftudy of the languages,, in which 
they are^toitten, and am Vety far from infinu- 
ating that I have* the remoteft defign of per- 
forming any part of the talk myfelf^ for, to fay 
the truth, I fhould not have fuffered ever^ the * 
following trifles, to dee the light, if .1 ^ Jre pot 
very defirous of recommending to the learned* 
world a fpecies of literatfire, which abounds 
. with fo many new expreffions, new images, and 
new inventions. 



■somu, - 


’AN ARABIAN ECLOGUE , 

WIHTTEX IN THE YEA* 171*3. 


J E maiT of Aden, hear a loftier tale 
Than e'er was sung in meadow, bower, or dale. 

The smiles of Abe hill, and Maia’s eyes, 

Where beamy plays, and love in slumber lies; 
idle fragrant hyacinths of Azza’s hair, 

That wan toil witli the laughing summer-air; 
Eove-tincfur’d checks, wlicncc roi es seek their bluoTT 
And lips, from which the Zephyr steals perfume; 
Invite no more the wild, unpolish’d l^iy, 

Ihit fly like dreams before the morning ray. 

Then farewcl, love ! and farewel, youthful Bros ! 

A nobler warmth my kindled breast inspires. 

Far bolder notes the listening wood shall fill: 

Flow smooth, ye rivulets ; and, ye gules, be still. 

See yon fair groves that o’er Amana rise. 

And with their sfticv«brcath embalm the*skies; 

'* . . VL - - 4 

WlAfe every breeze sheds incensq o’er the vales, 

Ancl everv shrub the scent of musk exhales ! 
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See through yon opening glade a glittering scene, 
Lawns ever gay, and meadows ever green! 

Then ask the groves, and ask the vocjl bowers, * 
Who deck’d* their spiry tops with blooming flowers. 
Taught the Blue stream o’er .sandy vales to flow, 

And the lyown wild with liveliest # hucs to gloV ? 

* Fair STdimj ! the lylls artd dales will sing 5 
Fair Solima ! the distant echoes ring. 

But not with idle shows cf<cain delight. 

To cliarm the soul, or to beguile the sight; 

At noon on banks - of pleasure to repose, ' 

Where bloom int win’d the lily, jpink, and rose; 

Not in proud ^iles to ..heag th(* nightly feast, 

Tfll morn with pearls has deck’d the glowing east; — 

Ah ! not for this she taught those bowers to rise, 

• • 9 

And bade all Eden* spring before our eyes » 

Far other thoughts ^er heavfcnly mii^d employ, 
(Ilcncc, empty pride ! and hence, delusive jtSV !) 

To cheer *vith sweet repast fiie fainting guest ; 

To lull the we'^ry on th» couch of rest; 

To warm *t he traveller numb’d with winter’s cold; 

• • 

The young to cherish, to support the oldpjT* 

The sad to comfort, and the weal? protect; 

* • • 

The poor to slicker, and tlfe lost direct: — 

• • • * 

These are her cares, and this her glorious fapk ; 

Can heaven a nobler give, or nyrtals ask ? 

• • 

* It was net easy in this pa it oi use translation to avoid & turn 
to that of Pope* in the kfiown de'tfriptien ol the ot Kos s . 



208 


SOLIMA. 


Come to these groves, and these life-breathing glades. 
Ye friendless orphans, and ye dowerless maids ! 

With e2.ger haste vour mournful mansions leave. 

Ye weak, that tremble; and, ye sick, that grieve; 

Here shall soft tents, o’er flowery lawns display’d, 

At night defend you, and at noon o’ershade; 

Here rosy health the sweets of life will shower. 

And new delights beguile each varied hour. 

Mourns there a widow, bath’d in streaming tears ? 

Sto«. os there a sire beneath the weight of years ? 

Weeps tnere a maid, in pining sadness left. 

Of tender parents, and of hope, bereft ? 

To Solima their sorrows they bewail ; 

To Solima they pour their plaintive tale. 

She hears; and, radiant as the star of day. 

Through the thick forest gains her easy way : 

She asks what cares the joyiess traii? ( oppress, 

What sickness wastes them, or what wants distress; 

. t- 

And, as they mourn, she sieals a tender sigh. 

Whilst all her soul sits melting in her eyp : 

Then with a smile the healing balm bestows, 

And sheds a tear of pity o’er their woes. 

Which, as it drops, some soft-eyed ang^l bears 

L 

Transform’d to pearl, and in his boson;, wears. 

When, chill’d with fear, the trembling pilgrim roves 
Through pathless deserts, and through tangled groves. 
Where mantling darkness -spreads her dragon wing, 

And birds of death their fatal dirges cing, 
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"WTule vapours pale a dreadful glimmering cast. 

And thrilling horrour ho^ls in every blast; 

She cheers his gloom with, streams of bursting light. 

By clay a sun, a beaming moon by night; 

Darts through the quivering.shades her heavenly ray. 
And spreads with rising flowers^ his solitary way. 

Yc heftvens, for tljis ir* Showers of sweetness shed 
Your mildest influence o’er her favour’d head ! 

Long may her nam&, which distant climes sfoall praise. 
Live in our notes, and blossom in our lays ! 

And, like an odorbus plant, lyhose blushing*flower 
Paints every dale, and sweetens every bower, 

Borne to the sjdes in clouds of.soft perfume 
For ever flourish, and for ever bloom ! 

These grateful songs, ye maids and youths, renew, 

• • 9 

While fresh-blown violets driqlc the pearly # dew; 

O’er Azib’s banks while lotfc*lorn damsels rape, 

And gales of fragrance breathe from Hager’s gtovc. 

So sung^thc youth, whose* sweetly-warbled strains 
Fair Mena heard, and Sajpa’s spicy plains. 

Sooth’d wkh Ills lay, the ravish’d air was calm. 

The winds scarce whisper’d o’er the wavin^palm; 

The camels bounded o’er the flowxxy lawn, 

• • 

Like the swift ostrich, or the sportful fawn; 

* # # 

Their silken baftds the listening rose-buds rent. 

And twin’d their blossoms round liis .vocal tent : 

* . • 

He sung, till on the bank the # moonlight slept, • 

And closing flowerg beneath the niglit-dew w«pt; 
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Then ceas’d, and slumber’d in the lap of rest 
Till the shrill lark had left his^Iow-built nest. 
Now hastes the swain to tune his, rapturous tales 
In other meadows, and in other vales** 



THE 


PALACE OF FORTUNE, 


AX IX DUX TALE. * 


< 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR ITirf 


Mil ,D was the vernal gale,,and calm the cfty. 
When ISlaia near a crystal fountain lav, 

Young Maia, .fairest of the blue-eye J maids, 

That ro\’d at noon in Tibet’s musky shades; 

But, hanly, wandering through the fields of air, 

• • f 

Some fiend had whisper’d — TUaia, thou art fair ! 
Hence swelling jjrk^ had IfiH’d her sample breasr, 
And rising passions rebb’d her niiiuf of rest;* 

In courts .and glittering towfcrs she wish’d to dwell, 

a • • 

And scorn’d her labouring parent’s lowly cell. 

And now* as gazing o’er the glassy stream, 

• • 

She saw her blooming cheek’s reflected IftShn, 

Her tresses brighter than the moaning sky, 

* • • ■ 

And the mild reliance of ft or sparkling eye, 

. • • 

Low sighs and trickling tears by turns sliest ole. 

And thus discharg’d the anguish ofjher soul : 

• • 

Why glow those cheeks, if unadmir’d they glow 
Why flow thosg tfesses, if unprais’d they flow r 
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** Why dart those eyes their liquid ray serene, 

<c Unfelt their influence, and ‘heir light unseen ? 
tf Ye Leavens ! was that love -breathing bosom made 
te To warm dull groves, and cheer the lonely glade ? 

<c Ah, no : those blushes, that enchanting Lice, 

€C Some tfip’stried hall, or gilded bower, might grace ; 
cc Might deck the scenes, where love and pleasure reign, 
<c And fire with amorous flames the youthful train/* 

While thus she spoke, a sudden biaze of light 
SIwt through the clouds, and struck her dazzled sight. 
She rais'd her head, astonish’d, to the skies, 

And veil’d with trembling hands her aching eyes > 

When through the yielding air she saw from far 
A goddess gliding in a golden car. 

That soon descended on the flowery lawn. 

By two fair yokes of starry peacocks drawn : 

A thousand nymphs with many a sprightly glance 
Form’d r^und the radiant wheels an airy dance. 

Celestial shapes ! in fluid light array’d ; 

Luce twinkling stars their beamy sandals play’d ; 

Their lucid mantles glitter’d in the sun, 

(Webs half bright the silkworm never spun) 
Transparent robes, thrt bore the rainbow’s liuc. 

And finer than the nets of pearly dew 

That mornii-g spreads o’er every opening flower* 

When sportive summer decks his bridal bower. 

The queen herself, too fair for mortal sight. 

Sat in the centre of encircling light. 
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So<vi.\vith soft touch she rais'd the trembling maid. 

And by her side in Silent slumber laid : 

% 

.Straight the gay birds display’d their spangled tojp. 

And flew refulgent through th’ aerial plain ; 

The fairy ban*l their shining pinions .spread. 

And, as they rose, fresh gales of'sweetness shed; 

Fanti’d v^itliMieir flowing^Jcirts, the sky was mild ; 

And heaven's blue fields with brighter radiance smil'd. 

Now in a garden Reck'd with verdant befc^ers 
The glittering car descends on bending flowers : 

The goddess still with l«c5ks divinely fair 
Surveys the sleeping object of her care; 

Then o’er her check her inagick "finger lays, 

• , • * • 

Soft as the g:ue that o’er a violet plays, 

And thus in sounds, that favour’d mortals hear. 

She gentty whisper^ in her ravish’d far : 

■ 

“ Awake, sweet maid, anti vie^v this charming scene 
* i • * 

€C For ever beauteous, and for ever g*een ; 

4t Here living rills of purest pectar flow 

• ^ 

a O’er meads thit with unfading flowerets glow;* 

£t Here aiporotis gales their scented wings display,’ 

“ Mov’d by tfie breath of ever-blooming >i^y ; 
t€ Here in the lap of pleasure shalj*thou rest, 

■ M Our lov’d com^aftion, and otir honour’d giiesf." 

The damsel bears the Heavenly nofes distiJ, 

Like melting snow, or like a vernal nil. 

She lifts her head, and, on*her arm reclin’d, * 

Drinks the sweet accents in her cratfcful mincLf 



THE PALACE OF FORTUNE. 


2!* 

On all around she turns her roving eyes, 

And views the splendid scene with glad surprize ; 

Fresh l^yrns, and sunny banks, and roseate bowers, 

Hilis whhc with flocks, and meadows gemm’d with flowers ; 
Cod shades, a sure defence from summer’s ray, 

And silver brooks, where wanton damsels play. 

Which with soft notes their dynpled crystal roll* J 
O’er colour’d shells and sands of nati\e gold ; 

A rising fountain play’d from every stream, 

* Snip’d as it rose, and cast a transient gleam. 

Then, gently falling in a vocal siu/wer, 

Lath’d every shrub, and sprinhbd every flower. 

That on the banks, hke many a lovely bride. 

View’d in the liquid glass their blushing pride; 

Whilst on each branch, \\ ith purple blossoms hung, 

The sportful birds their joyous descant sung. 

While Maia, thus entrancUUin sweet delight, 

With cachjgay objeot fed her eager sight, 

The goddess mildly’ caught her willing hand, 

An Hr* led her trembling o’er the flowery land. 

Soon she beheld, where through an opening gbde 
A spacious lake its clear expanse display’d ; 

In mazy curls the flowing jasper wav’d 
O’er its smooth bed with ftolbh’d aga».c pav’d ; 

"And on a roqk of icd, by magick rais’d, 

High in the midst a gorgeous palace blaz'd ; 

The sunbeams on the gilded portals glanc’d, 

Play’d on jjae spires, and on the turrets danc’d ; 
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To four bright gates four ivory bridges led. 

With pearls illumin’d, and with roses spread : 

And now, more radiant th^in the morning sun. 

Her easy way the gliding goddess t^on ? 

mm 

Still bv her hand she held the fearful maid. 

And, as she pass’d, the fairies homage paid : 

Tbsy entei^cL straight the sumptfioift palace-hail. 
Where si) i:cn*tapestr^ emblaz’d the wall. 

Refulgent tissue, of an heavenly woof ; • 

And gems imuu inher'd sparkled on the roof. 

On whose blue arch the flaming diamonds plav’d. 

As on a sky with living stars inlavM j 
Of precious diadems a regal store? 

Willi globes an*l sceptres, .<trcw\l*rhc porphyry floor , 
Rich vests of eastern kings around were spread, 

* And glittering zones a starry lustre shed : 

Rut Maia most admir'd the pearly strings, 

Gay bracelets, golflci# chains, and sparkling rings. 

High in the centre of the palace shone, 

Suspended *n mid-air, an opal throne: 

To this the qu^Cn ascends with royal pride. 

And set^the fitvour’d damsel by her side. 

Around the throne in mvstick order stand 

/ 

The fairv train, ^ind* wait her high command; 

When thus she speaks : (the maid attentive sips 
Each word that Hows, like nectar, from her lips.) 

“ Favourite of heaven, my muth-lnv’d Mahi, fcno; 
From me all joys, all earthly blessings. Hew : 



216 


THE PALACE OP FORTUNE. 


c * Me suppliant men imperial Fortune call, 

44 The mighty empress of yon rolling ball : 

(She rais’d her finger, and the wondering maid 
At distance hung the dusky globe survey’d. 

Saw the round earth with foaming oceans ^einM, 
And labouring clouds on mountain-tops sustain’d.) 

44 To me has fate the pleasing task assign’d ^ 

“ To rule the various thoughts of humankind ; 

“ To catch each rising wish, each ardent prayer, 
t( ,4nd some to grant, and some to waste in air. 
t€ Knew farther; as I rang’d 1 1 crystal sky, 

“ I saw thee near the murmuring fountain lie ; 

44 Mark’d the rough storm that gather’d in thy breast 
M And knew what care thy joyless soul opprest. 

4i Straight I resolved to bring thee quick relief, 

44 Ease every weigh., and soften every grief; 

i 

41 If in this court contented t^hou canst live, 

44 And taste the joys these happy gardens give : 

<€ But fill thy mind with vain desires no more, 

.^.And view without a wish yon shining store : 

44 Soon shall a numerous train before me .bend* 

44 And kneeling votaries my shrine attend ; 

,c W a ru’d by their empty vanities beware, 

44 And scorn the folly of ?ach huma,n prayer.” 

She said ; and straight a damsel of Her trail* 

With tender fingers touch’d a golden chain. 

Now a §oft bell delighted Mala hears. 

That sweetly trembles on her listening cars \ 
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Through the calm ^ir the melting numbers float. 

And wanton echo lengthens every note. 

Soon through the domfc a mingled huiji arose. 

Like the swift stream that o’er a.valley flows ; 

Now louder still it grew, and still more loud, 
Ag^distanuthunder breaks the bursting cloud : 

Througli thetfour portals Push’d a various throng. 

That like a wintry torrent pour’d along : 

A croud of every tongue, afld every hue* 

Toward the bright throne with eager rapture flew. 

* A lovely stripling stepp’d before the rest 
With hasty pace, and tow’rd the .goddess prest *, 

His mien was graceful, and his4opks were mild, 

Aild in.his eye celestial sweetness smil’d : 

You th’s # purple glow, and beauty’s ro^y beam. 

O’er his smooth $heeks diffus’d a lively gleiftn ; 

The floating ringlets pf his musky hair 
Wav’d on the bosom of the wantpn air : 

With modest grace the goddess he addrest, 

And thoughtless thus prefbrr’d his fond request. 

“ Queen o£the world, whose wide-extended sway, 
u Gay youth, firm manhood, and cold age* ot>ey, 

44 Grant me, while life’s fresh blooming roses smile, 

“ The day with Tftiried pleasures to beguile ; 

» i 

44 Let me on beds of dewy flowers recline, 

44 And quaff with glowing Jips the sparkling vine \ 

* # Plaa.iir. 


VOL. VI|I. 
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€C Grant me to feed on beauty’s rifled charms, 

K And clasp a willing damsel in my arms } 

4< Her bosom fairer than a hill bf snow, 

m 

€€ And gently bounding like a playful roe} 

* • m 
€t Her lips more fragrant than the summer air, 

# 

“ And sweet as Scythian musk her hyacinthcne hairj; 

* c Let new delights each dancing «hour employ*, 

* c Sport follow sport, and joy succeed to joy.” 

The goddess grants the simple youth’s request. 

And mildly thus accosts her Ipvety guest : 

* <c On that smooth mirror, full of magick light, 

“ Awhile, dear Maia„ fix thy wandering sight.” 

She looks; and in th • etichanted crystal -sees 

A bower o’er-canopied with tufted trees : 

The wanton stripling lies beneath the shade, t 

Arftl by his'side reclines^a blooming njaid; 

O’er her fair limbs a silken mantle flews. 

Through which her youthful beauty softly glows, 

Andjpart conceal’d, and p^rt disclos’d to sight. 

Through the thin texture ca&s a ruddy Jight, 

As the ripe clusters of the mantling vine f 

Beneath tfie'verdant foliage faintly shine. 

And, {earing to be view’d by envious day. 

Their glowing ttnts unwillingly display. 

• • 

The youth, while joy sits sparkling in his eyes. 

Pants on Jher neck, and on Jier bosom dies ; 

% 

From her smooth fheek fiectareous dew he sips. 

And all Iiis soul comes breathing to*his lips. 
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But Maia turns her modest eyes away. 

And blushes to behold tjieir amorous play. 

She looks again, * and sees with sad^ surprize 

On the clear glass far different scenes arise : 

The bower,* which late outshone tHe rosy morn, 

O’erhung with weeds she saw, and rough with thorn 

With swings of asps the leafless plants were wreath’d. 

And curling addeA gales of venom breath’d : 

Low sat the stripling on the faded groun3/ 

And in a mournful knot his arms were bound ; 

His eyes, that shot before a sunny beam, • 

Now scarcely shed a saddening, dying gleam ; 

Faint as a glimmering taper’s .wasted light, 

Qr a dull ray that streaks the cloudy night : 

His crystal vase was on the pavement roll’d. 

And A*om the bank was fall’n his cup of gold; 

From which th’ envenom^l ^dregs of deadly .hue 
• • • 

Flow’d on the ground in streams of baleful deW, 
And, slowly stealing through the wither’d bower. 
Poison’d each plant, and^ blasted every flower ; ? 
Fled were his - slaves, and fled his yielding fair. 

And eafch gay phantom was dissolv’d in air* 

Whilst in their place was left a ijpthless train. 

Despair, and grief? remorse, # and raging pain. * 

• ( • 

Aside the damsel turns her weeping eye*. 

And sad reflections in her bosom rise; 

• • • 

To whom thus mildly speaks the radiant queen f 

“ Take sage exampla from this moral scene 

*2 
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€t See, how vain pleasures sting the lips they kiss f 
w How asps are hid beneath the bowers of bliss ! 

K Whilst ever fair the flower of £emperance blows, 

“ Unchang’d her leaf, and without thorn her rose* 

“ Smiling she darts her glittering branch On high, 

€i And spreads her fragrant blossoms to the sky.” 

* Next tow’rd the throne she saw a knight advance ; 
Erect he stood, and shook a quivering lance; 

A fiery dragon on his helmet shone 5 
And on his buckler beam’d a golden sun; 

O’er his broad bosom blaz’d his jointed mail 
With many a gem, and many a shining scale; 

He trod the sounding flQjor with princely j mien. 

And thus with haughty words address’d the queen : 

“ Let falling kings beneath my javelin bleed, 
t€ Jiad bind, my temples t with a victor’s meed; 

4t Let evety realm that feels the solar ray, 

<f Shrimc at my frown, and own my regal sway: 

“ Let Ind’s rich banks declare my deathless jfame. 

And trembling Ganges dread my potent name.” 

The queen consented to the warriour’s pray’r. 

And his bi Ight banners floated in the air : 

He bade his darts ii^teely tempests fly. 

Flames burst the clouds, and thunder shake the sky; 
Death aim’d his lance, earth trembled at his nod. 

And crimson conquest glow’d where’er he trod* 


* Glory 
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Arid now the damsel, fix’d in deep amaze, 

TV enchanted glass with Q?*ger look surveys : 

She sees the hero in liis«dusky tent. 

His guards retir'd, «his glimmering taper spent} 

His spear, vail* instrument of.dying jtraise. 

On the rich floor with idle state he lays; 

• . . • • • 

His gory Alchion near^ his pillow stood, 

And stain’d the grouhd with drops of purple blood; 

A busy page his nodding helm unlac’d, 

And on the couch his scaly hauberk plac’d. 

Now on the bed his weary limbs he throws. 

Bath’d in the balmy dew of soft repose : 

In dreams he rushes o’er the glqpmy field. 

He sees new armies fly, new heroes yield; 

•W arm with the vigorous conflict he appears. 

And ev’n in slumber ^seems to n\ove the sphqyes. 

But lo ! the faithless page, tfirii stealing tread* 

Advances to the champion’s naked head; 

With his sh^rp dagger wounds his bleeding breast. 

And steeps his eyelids in eternal rest : 

Then cries (and waves the steel that drops with gore), 

44 The tyrant dies ; oppression is no more.” • 

* Now came an aged sire with tydribling pace; 

* * . ® 

Sunk were his eye% and pale his ghastly face; 

• • * 

A ragged weed ofTlusky hue he wore, 

And on his baclfc a ponderous coffer boi*% 


V Riches. 
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The queen with faltering speech he thus addrest : , , 
<c O, fill with gold thy true adorer's chest !” 

c * Behold, said she, and wav’d her powerful hand, 
€€ Where yon rich hills in glittering order^stand : 

** There load thy coffer with the golden store; 

“ Then ‘bear it full away, and ask no more.” 

With eager steps he tookjhis hasty way,* 

Where the bright coin in heaps unnumber’d lay; 
There hui^g 1 enamour’d o’er the gleaming spoil. 
Scoop’d the gay dross, and bent beneath the toil* 

.But bitter r was his anguish, to‘ behold 
The coffer widen, and its sides unfold : 

And every time he heap’d the darling ore, 

His greedy chest grew larger than before : 

Till, spent with pain, and falling o’er his hoard. 
With liis sharp steel his maddening, breast h€ gor’d ; 
On the lov’d heap he, cast his closing eye. 

Contended on a golden couch to die. 

A stripling, with the fajjr adventure pleas’d, 
-Stepp’d forward, and the ihassy coffer seiz’d; 

But with surprize he saw the stores decay, % 

And all tfye Jong-sought treasures melt aWay : « 

\n winding streams^he liquid metal roll’d. 

And through the palac£ ran a flood of gold. 

* Next«to tlie shrine advanc’d a reverend sage, 
WhafljtJfeard was hoary with the frost of 'age; 


* Knowledge. 
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HiS'figw gray locks a sable fillet bound. 

And his dark mantle*flow’d along the ground : 

Grave was his port, yet^show’d a 'bold neglect. 

And fill’d the^young beholder with -respect; 

Time’s envious hand had plough’d* hi* wrinkled face. 

Yet on those wrinkles sat superiour grace; 

Stiff *full qf life appear’d his .vivid eyej 

Darted quick Seams, »and seem’d to pierce the sky. 

At length, with gentfe voiceband look serene^ 

He wav’d his hand, and thus address’d the queen : 

“ Twice forty winters my beard with snow, 

“ And age’s chilling gusts around me blow : 

<c In early youth, by contemplation led, 

l< With high pursuits my flatter’d ‘thoughts were fed; 

“ To nature first my labours were confin’d, 

“ And all her cliarn^ were open’d to my mind, 

• • 

“ Each flower that glisten’d the. morning dew, 

“ And every shrub that in the forest grew : 

“ From earth to heaven I cast # my ‘wondering eyes, 

f< Saw suns unnumber’d sparkle in the skies, 

<c Mark’d tlje just progress of each rolling sphere, 

€i Described the* seasons, and reform’d the ypa^. 

€< At length sublimer studies I begap, 

“ And fix’d my levels telescope* on man ; 

<f Knew all hi? powers, and all his passions trac’d, 

M What virtue rais’d him, and what vice debas’d : 

• • • 

“ llut when I saw his knowl&dge so confin’d, 

u So vain his wishes, aijd so weak his*mind. 
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* c His soul, a bright obscurity at best, 

“ And rough with tempests his afflicted breast, 
w Histlife, a flower, ere evening sure to Aide, 

M His highest joys, the shadow of a shade: 

<c To thy fair court* I took my weary way,* 

€€ BewaiLmy folly, and heaven’s laws obey, 

• c Confess my feeble mind for prayers unfit, 

“ And to my Maker’s will my soul submit : 

K Great empress of yon orb that rolls below, 

**-On me the last best gift of heaven bestow.” 

, He spoke : a sudden cloud His senses stole. 

And thickening darkness swam o’er all his soul ; 

His vital spark her earthly cell forsook. 

And into air her fleeting progress took. 

Now from the throng a deafening sound was heard. 
And all at once their various prayers. preferr’d ; 

The goddess, wearied with-the noisy croud. 

Thrice vBv’d her silver wand, and spoke aloud : 
u Our ears no more with vain petitions tire, 
if* But. take unheard whate’er you first desire.” 

She said : each wish’d, and what he wished obtain’d ; 
And wild confusion in the palace reign’d. 

But Maia, now grown senseless with delight. 

Cast on an emerald ring her.-roving sight; 

And, ere sha could’ survey the Srest with- care. 

Wish’d on her hand the precious gem to wear. 

Sudden the palace vanish’d from her sight. 

And the gp y fabrick melted into night; 
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But,* In its place 9 she view’d with weeping eyes 
Huge rocks around her, gnd sharp cliffs arise : 

She sat deserted on th§ naked shore. 

Saw the curb’d waves, and heard the tempest roar; 
Whilst on her -finger shone the fata* ring, 

A weak defence from hunger’s pointed sting, • 

• # | • • • 

From sai remorse, from comfortless despair, 

• • 

And all the painful 'family of care ! 

Frantick with grief*her rosy cheek she toref 
And rent her locks, Jier darling charge no more : 

But when the night ki«f raven wing had spread. 

And hung with sable every mountain’s head. 

Her tender limbs were numb’tj with biting cold, 

• # • 

Apd round her feet the curling billows roll’d ; 

With trembling arms a rifted crag she grasp’d. 

And tfie rough rook with hard embraces clasp’d. 

While thus sfie stood, and made a piercing moan, 

• • • 

By chance her emerald touch'd the rugged stone; 
That moment gleam’d from Jieaven a golden ray. 

And taught the gloom tej counterfeit the day : 

A winged youth, for mortal eyes too fair, 

Shot lilfe a meteor through the dusky air; % 

His heavenly charms o’ercame hei*dazzled sight, < 
And drown’d her senses in« flood of light; 

His sunny plumes descending he display’d,# 

And softly thus address’d the mournful maid : 

“ Say, tliou, who dost yon wondrous ring p*J5fcess, 
What cares disturb thee, or what wants oppress ; 
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** To faithful ears disclose thy secret grief, 

** And hope (so heaven ordains) a quick relief.* 

The jnaid replied, “ Ah, sacred genius, bear 
44 A hopeless damsel from this land of xare : 
w Waft me to softer climes and lovelier p*a:ns, 

44 Where nature smiles, and spring eternal reigns 
She spoken and swifter than fhe glance of thojght 
To a fair isle his sleeping charge he brought. 

Now moripng breath’d : the scented air was mild, 
Each meadow blossom’d, and each valley smil’d ; 

On every shrub the pearly dewdrops hung. 

On every branch a feather’d warbler sung; 

The cheerful spring her flowery chaplets wove. 

And incense-breathing gales perfum’d the grove. 

The damsel rose; and, lost m glad surprize. 

Cast round the gay expanse her opening eyes. 

That shone with pleasure like* starry beam. 

Or xnoonl^ke sparkli/ig on a silver stream. 

She thought some nymph must haunt that lovely scene, 
Sfttne woodland goddess, or some fairy queen; 

At least she hop’d in some sequester’d vale 
To hear the shepherd tell his amorous tale : 

Led by these flattering.hopes from glade to glade. 

From lawn to lawn with hasty steps she stray’d; 

But not a nymph by stream or fountain s&ood. 

And not a fairy glided through the wood ; 

Nob-dam^pl wanton’d o’er the dewy flowers. 

No shepherd sung beneath the rosy.bowet? : 
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On &very side she saw vast mountains rise. 

That thrust their daring foreheads in the skics$ 

The rocks of polish’d aiabaster seem’d, 

And in the sun their lofty summits gleam’d. 

She call’d aldhd, but not a vpice replied. 

Save echo babbling from the mountain's side. * 

• • • • • 

By this had night o’eraaSt the gloomy scene. 

And twinkling stars emblaz’d the blue serene. 

Yet on she wander’d till wi#h grief opprest • 

She fell ; and, falling, smote her snowy breast z 

Now to the heavens her guilty head she rears. 

And pours her bursting sorrow into tears; 

Then plaintivq speaks, “ Ah !« fond mistaken maid 

t( -How was thy mind by gilded hopes betray’d ! 

44 Why didst thou wish for bowers and flowery hills, 

44 For smiling meadows, and for purling ri}Is ; 

44 Since on those # hills no /omth or damsel roves* 

44 No shepherd haunts the solitary gloves ? 

44 Ye me^ds that glow withdntermingled dyes, 

• • 

44 Ye flowering palms thfit from yon hillocks ris£? * 

44 Ye quivering brooks that softly murmur by, 

“ Ye panting gales that on the branches dit; 

44 Ah ! why has Nature through her gay domain 
u Display’d yoqy beauties, yet display’d in vain*? 

44 In vain, ye flbwers, you boast your venial bloom, 

44 And wastq in barren air your fresji perfume. 

44 Ah ! leave, ye wanton kirds, yon lonely spra/J - " 

44 Unheard you warble, and unseen you play< 
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u Y ct stay till fate has iix’d my early doom, 
ff And strow with leaves a haptess damsel’s tomb. 

M Somd grot or grassy bonk shall be my bier, 
w My maiden herse unwater’d with a tear.” 

Thus while she mourns, o’erwheln’d ill deep despair. 
She rends her silken robes, and golden hair ; 

Her fatal ring, the cause of all her woes, 

On a hard rock with maddening rage 'she throws; 

The gem, rebounding from the stone, 1 displays 
Its verdant hue, and sheds refreshing rays : 

Sudden descends the genius of the ring. 

And drops celestial fragrance from his wing ; 

’t'hen speaks, u Who calls me from the realms of day * 
u Ask, and I grant; command, and I obey.” 

She drank his meking words with ravish’d ears. 

And shopp’d the gushing current of hei* tears; 

Then kiss’d his skirts, that like a ruby glow’d. 

And said, ** O bear me to my sire’s abode.” 

Straight o’er her eyes a shady veil arose, 

An3 airher soul was lull’d in still repose. 

By this with flowers the rosy-finger’d dawn 
Had spread e£ch dewy hill and verdurous lawn; 

She wak’d, and saw a rtew-built tomb that stood 
In the dark bosom of a solemn wood. 

While these sad sounds her trembling earf invade : 

<c Beneath yon marble sleeps thy father’s shade.” 

She‘ng&% she wept; she struck her pensive breast 

And bade hfci urn in peaceful slumber rfst. 
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And now in silence o’er the gloomy land 

She saw advance a slowly-^vinding band ; 

Their cheeks were veil’fi, their robes of mournful.hue 

Flow’d o’er tjie laym, and swept the pearly dew; 

O’er the fresh turf they sprinkled sweet perfume. 

And strow’d with flowers the venerable tomb. • 

• • • • 

A graceful ifiatron walk’d^ before the train, 

• • 

And tun’d in notes of wo the funeral strain : 

*W hen from her face her silken veil she drfcy. 

The watchful maid her aged mother knew. 
O’erpowered with bursting joy she runs to m/eet 
The mourning dame, and fails before her feet. 

The matron with surprize her ^laughter rears, 

• • i • 

Hangs on her neck, and mingles tears with tears. 
Now o’er the tomb their hallow’d rites they pay. 

And form* with lamps an artificial day : 

Erelong the damsel reach’cfr her native vale, . 

* • • 

And told with joyful heart her moral* tale; 

Resign’d to heaven, and los^ to all beside, 

• a 

She liv’d contented, and contented died. 
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Deck ’D - with fresh garlands, like a rui*al bride. 

And with the crimson streamer’s waving pride, 

A wanton bark was ‘floating o’er the m'ain. 

And seem’d with scorn to view the azure plain : 

Smooth were the waves \ and scarce a whispering gate 

Fann’d wfth his gentle* plumes the silken sail. 

High on “the burnish’d deck, a gilded throne 
* * 

With orient pearls and beaming diamonds shone ; 

v 

Dn which reclin’d a youth of graceful mien. 

His sandals purple, and his mantle gr<*cn ; 

■ 

His locks m ringlets o’er his shoulders soil’d^ 

# 

And on his cheek appear’d the downy gold, 

«h. 

Aropjid him stood aVr«ain of smilyig boys, 

Sporting with«idje cheer ant] mirthful toys ; 

4 - * 

* Ten comely striplings, girt with spangled wings, 

J|ew piercing fllites/or toych’d the quitering strings j 


* The follies ctf youth 
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Tei! more, in cadence to the sprightly strain, 

Wak’d with their goldei* oars the slumbering main; 

The waters yielded *tottheir guiltless blows. 

And the green billows sparkled as they rose. 

Long time the barge had danc’d 51ong the deep. 

And on its glassy bosom seem’d to sleep ; 

# 6ut ndw a^glittering isle*arose in view. 

Bounded with hillocks of a verdant hue : 

Fresh groves and rbseate bowers appear’d above 
(Fit haunts, be sure, pf pleasure and of love). 

And higher still a thousand blazing spires • 

Seem’d with gilt tops to threat the heavenly fires- 
Now each fair stripling plied lys labouring oar. 

And straight the pinnace struck the sandy shore. 

The youth arose, and, leaping on the strand, 

• • 

Took his lone way*along the ^ilver sand \ # 

While the light bark, and the airy crew* 

Sunk like a mist beneath the briny cfew. 

With eager steps the young adventurer stray’d 
Through many^a grove, and many a winding gladb:* 

At length? he heard the chime of tuneful strings, 

• • 

That sweetly floated on the Zephyr’s wings j 
+ And soon a band of damsels blitffe and fair. 

With flowing mantles and ifishevel’d hair, 

• • 

Rush’d with quick pace along the solemn \food. 

Where rapt ip wonder and delight hp stood : 


* The world. 


f The follies and vanities of tfie world- 
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In loose transparent robes they were array’d. 

Which half their beauties hid. and half display’d- 
A lovely nymph approach’d Ivin with a smile. 

And said, M O, welcome to this blissful isl£ ! 

€€ For thou art he, whom ancient bards foretold, 

“ Doom’d in our clime to bring an age of gold : 

** Hail, sacred king ! and from thy subject’s liLiid, 
tc Accept the robes and sceptre of the land.” 

€t Sweet maid, said he, fair learning’s heavenly beam 
€C O’er my young mind ne’er shed her favouring gleam 
€ i Nor has my arm e’er hurl’d the fatal lance, 
w While desperate legions o’er the plain advance. 

44 How should a simple vouth, unfit to bear 
• 4 The steely mail, that splendid mantle wear !” 

“ Ah ! said the damsel, from this liappv shore. 

We banish wisdom, and her idle lore j * 
u No clarions here the strains of battle sing, 

€€ With notes of mirth our joyful valleys ring. 

“ Peace to the brave ! o’er us the beauteous reign, 

" Ar*d ever-charming pleasures form our train.” 

This said, a diadem, inlay’d with pearls. 

She plac’d respectful on his golden curls ;* 

Another o’er his graceful shoulder threw 
A ^*lken mantle of the rose’s hue, ‘ 

Which, clasp’d with studs of gold, behind him flow’d. 
And through the folds his glowing bosom show’d. 
'T^’frSn a car, by snow-white coursers drawn, 
led him o’er the dcw-bcsprinkled lawn. 
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Through groves of joy and arbours of delight. 

With all that could allure Jiis ravish’d sight ; 

Qreen hillocks, meads, find rosy grots, he view’d, * 
And verduroys plajns with winding streams bedew’d. 
On every bank^and under every shade, 

thousand youths, a thousand damsels play’d & 

Sorrte wawtoilly were trippmg in a ring 

• • 

On the soft border of a gushing spring j 
While some, reclining in th$ shady vales. 

Told to their smiling loves their amorous tales : 

But when the sportful tAm beheld from far • 

The nymphs returning with the stately car. 

O’er the smooth plain with hasty steps they came, 

• • • 

And hail’d their youthful king with loud acclaim ; 

, With flowers *of every tint the paths they strow’d. 

And cast their chaplets on the hallow’d roa^. 

At last they reach’d the ttosom of a wood* « 

• • • 

Where on a hill a radiant palace stood ; 

A sumptuous dome, by hands immortal made, 

• > • 

Which on its walls and orbits gates display’d 
The gems that in the rocks of Tibet glow. 

The pearts that in the shells of Ormus grow. • 

And now a numerous train advancc*to meet 

• 9 ' 

The youth, descejidihg from«his regal seat j 
Whom to a rich find spacious hall they led,® 

With silken carpets delicately spread ^ 

There on a throne, with gems unnumber’d grac’d. 
Their lovely king six blooming damsels plac’d 
* The pleasures o£ the senses . 


VOL. VIII. 
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And, meekly kneeling, to his modest hand 
They gave the glittering sceptre of command ; 

Then an six smaller thrones they.sat reclin’d. 

And watch’d the rising transports of his mind : 

When thus the youth a blushing nymph ^d^iress’d^ 

And, as spoke, her hand with rapture press’d : 

Say, gentle damsel, may J ask unblam’d, M 
u How this gay isle, and splendid seats are nam’d ? 

And you, /air queens of beauty and of grace, 
u Are you of earthly or celestial race ? 
tc To me the world’s bright treasures were unknown, 
u Where late I wander’d, pensive and alone ; 

<c And, slowly winding on my native shore, 

€t Saw the vast ocean roll, but saw no more ; 

<c Till from the waves with many a charming song, 

** A barge arose, and gayly mov’d along : 

“ The jolly rowers reach’d, the yielding* sands, 

€< AliurV my step?* and wav’d their shining hands ; 

“ I went, saluted by tlifc vocal train, 

And the swift pinnace cleav’d the waves again ; 

M When on this island struck the gilded prew, 

<c I landed full of joy : the rest you know. 

€l JShort is the story f)£ my tender years : 

€C N ow speak, sweet nymph, and chai m my listening cars . 1 

“ These aye the groves, for 'ever deck'd with flowers, 
“ The maid replied, and these the fragrant bowers, 
Love and Pleasure hold their airy court, 
f* .The seat of* bliss, of sprightliness, and sport j 
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<c ^n«» we, dear youth, are nymphs of heavenly line ; 

C4 Our souls immortal, as <%ur forms divine : 

44 For Maia, fill’d with Zephyr’s warm embrace, 

44 In caves and forests cover’d her disgrace ; 

44 At last she nested on this peaceful £hore, 

* 4 Where in yon grot a lovelv boy she bore, 

44 Whom. 4Vc?li and wild a»d frolick from his birth 

• • 

44 She nurs’d in lnyrflc bowers, and call’d him Mirth 
44 lie on a summer’s? morning chanc’d to ro\t? 

44 Through the green labyrinth of some shady grove* 
44 Where, by a dimpled rivulet’s verdant side, - 
c4 A rising bank, with woodbine edg’d, he spied * 

44 There, veil’d with flowerets of a thousand hues, 

• • • 

44 nymph lay bath’d in slumber’s balmy dews ; 
(This maid by some, for some our race defame, 

u w as Folly call’d, but Pleasure was her napie :) 

_ • 

44 Her mantle, like the skv In* April, blue, • 

• • ' 1 • 

44 ! lung on a blossom’d brancli that n£ar her gr£V; 

* 

44 For, long disporting in the silver stream, 

• • 

44 She shunn’d the blazing # day-star’s sultry beam j- 
44 And, crcbshe could conceal her naked charms, 

44 Sleep caught her trembling in his <lowny*apins : 

44 Borne on the wings of Love, he ffew, and press’d 
44 Her breathing J^osom to hfe eager breast. 

44 At his wild theft the rosy morning blush’ tf, 

44 The rivulcf smil’d, and all the woods were hush’d. 
44 Of these fair parents on this blissful coast 
44 (Parents like Mirth and Pleasure who can boSst :) 

L 2 
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€t I with five sisters, on one happy i^iorn, 
tc All fair alike, behold us no\^, were born. 

<c When they to brighter regions took their way, 

€< By Love invited to tjie realms of ddy, 

* , r 

€€ To us they gave this large, this gay domain, 

“ And said, departing, Here let Beauty reijp. 

€i Then reign, fair prince, in thee all beauties shine, 

* 

And, ah ! we know thee of no mortal line.” 

She said ; the king with rapid ardour glow’d. 

And the swift poison through his bosom flow’d : 

But while she spoke he cast his eyes around 

To view the dazzling r 4 oof, and spangled ground ; 

Then, turning with arnafce from side to sale. 

Seven golden doors, that richly shone, he spied. 

And said, “ Fair nymph (but let me not be bold), 

* i What mefm those doors that blaze with burnish’d gold V\ 
• • ** . 

cc To six gay bowers, the maid replied, they lead, 

V m 

ic Where Spring eterpa! crowns the glowing mead| 
gt Six fountains there, that, glitter as fliey play. 

Rise to the sun with man/ a colour’d ray.” 

But the seventh door, said he, what beauties grace ? ?> 
** O, ’tis a cave, a dark and joyless place, 

r • 

tc A ^cene of nameless deeds, and magick spells, 

*•. * 

** Where day ne’er shines, and pleasure never dwells ; 

t* * *■ 

gi Think not of that. But come, my royal friend. 

A nd see what ‘joys* thy favour’d steps uttend.” 

She spoke, and pointed to the nearest door : 

u i 

Swift he descends ; the damsel fliei before , 
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Sh$ turns the lock ; it .opens at command ; 

The maid and stripling enter hand in hand. 

The wondering youth beheld an opening glade, 
Where in the midst a crystal fountain play’d * \ 

The silver sarfd*, that on its bottom grew, 

"Were strown with pearls and gems of varied htfte » 
The diair/bncl sparkled lik^*the star of day. 

And the soft topaz rfhed a golden ray ; 

Clear amethysts combin’d their purple gleam* 

With the mild emerald^ sight-refreshing beam ; 

The sapphire smil’d like* yon blue plain abovo. 

And rubies spread the blushing tint of love. 

Ci These are the waters of eterivil light, 

• « * 

<c The damsel said, the stream of heavenly sight ; 

<k ' See, in this cup (she spoke, and stoop’d to fill 

• • 

cc A vase of jasper with the sacred rill), % 
ce See, how the living wateft bound and shim;, 

• i • 

<e Which this well-polish’d gem can scarce conflhe !’* 

From her soft hand the lucid jurn he took, 

• » 

And quaff’d the nectar witji a tender look : 

Straight from his eyes a cloud of darkness flew. 

And all tAe scene was open’d to his view ; » , 

Not all the groves, where ancient bards have told, 

• t # 

Of vegetable gems, ahd blooming gold ; 

f » 

Not all the bowers which oft in flowery lays* 

And solemn tales Arabian poets praise,: 


Sight.. 
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Though streams of honey flow’d through every mead. 
Though balm and amber dropp’d from every reed ; 
Held half the sweets that Nature s ample hand 
Had pour’d luxuriant o’er this wondreus land. 

All flowerets here their mingled rays diffuse. 

The rainbow’s tints to these were vulgar hues ; 

All birds that in the stream their pinion dip. 

Or from the brink the liquid crystal sip. 

Or show their beauties to the sunny skies. 

Here wav’d their plumes that shone with varying dyes 
Eut chiefly he, that o’er tfce verdant plain 
Spreads the gay eyes which grace his spangled train ; 
And he, who, proudly ^ sailing, loves to sfyow 
His mantling wings and neck of downy snow ; 

Nor absent he, who learns the human sound. 

With wavy gold and moving emeralds crown’d ; 
Whose head and breast with polish’d sapphires glow. 
And on % whose wing the gems of Indus grow. 

The monarch view’d their beauties o’er and o’er. 

He was all eye, and look’d from every pore. 

Hut now the damsel calls him from his trance ; 

r $ 

And o’er the' lawn delighted they advance : 

Tncv pass the hall adorn’d with royal st,ate, 

' l r * 

And enter now ^vitli joy tlie second gr/c 
A sootliiiig sound he heard (but tasted first 
The gushing stream thgt from the valley burst \ 


* Hearing.. 
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Ani m the shade beheld a youthful quire 

That touch’d with flying bands the trembling lyre : 

Melodious notes, drawn-out with magick art. 

Caught with £wect*cxtasy his ravish’d heart ; 

\n hundred nymphs their charming descants play’d, 

Vnd melting voices died along tliejglade ; 

I'he tunc/ul stream tfyit murmur’d as it rose. 

The birds that on the trees bewail’d their woes. 

The boughs, made vocal by the whispering £a!e. 

Join’d their soft strain* and warbled through the vale. 

3 * 

'i’he concert ends: ’and now tl\e stripling hears 

A tender voice that strikes Ills wondering ears ; 

\ beauteous bii;d, in our rude crimes unknown, 

Tl-ait ( n a leafy arbour sits alone. 

Strains his sweet throat, and waves his purple wings, 

\nd thus in human 1 'accents softly sings: 

44 Rise, lovely pair, a sweeter bower invites 
* > * 

V our eager steps, a bower of new delights \ ** 

» 

“ \h ! crop the flowers of pleasure while they blow, 

64 Ere winter hides them in a veil of snow. 

Youth, like a thin anemone, displays 
His silken leaf, and in a morn decays. 

<c Sec, gentle yquth, a lilv-bosom’d* bride ! 

<c See, nymph, is blooming stripling by thy side f — 

€C Then haste, and bathe your souls in soft delights, 

** A sweeter how’r your wandering stjeps invites.” 

He ceas’d j the slender branch, from which he flew, 

t 

Bent its fair head, ^nd' sprinkled pearly dew* ' 
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The damsel smil’d ; the blushing youth was pleas’d* 
And by her willing hand his charmer seiz’d : 

The lonely nymph, who sigh’d for sweeter joy. 

To the third gate # conducts the amorous boy ; 

She turns the key ; her cheeks like rose§ bloom. 
And on tihe lock her fingers drop perfume. 

His ravish’d sense a scene pleasure meets, 

A maze of joy, a paradise of sweets ; 

But first his lips had touch’d th’ alltfring stream. 
That through the grove display’d a silver gleam. 
Through jasmine bowers, and violet-scented vales. 
On silken pinions flew the wanton gales, 

Arabian odours on the plants they left. 

And whisper’d to the woods their spicy theft ; 
Beneath the shrubs, that spread a trembling shade, 
Th° musky rocs, and fragrant civets, play’d. 

As when a* eve an Eastern merchant roves 
From Hadramut to Aden’s spikenard groves. 

Where some rich caravan not long before 
Has pass’d, with cassia fraught, and balmy store. 
Charm’d with the scent that hills and vales did use. 
His grateful journey gayly he pursues ; 

Thus pleas’d, the monarch fed his eager soul, 

from each breeze a cloud of fragrance stole : 
Soon the fourth door f he pass’d with 6agcr haste. 
And the fourth stream was nectar to his taste. 


* Smell. 


t Taste. 
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Before his eyes, on agate columns rear’d. 

On high a purple canopy appear’d ; 

And under it in stately form was plac’d 
A table with a thousand vases grac’d ; 

Laden with aH she dainties that are found 
'In air, in seas, or on the fruitful ground. 

Here the r fair youth reclin’d with decent pride, 

Ilis wanton nymph was seated by his side: 

All that could please the taste the happy paV: 

Cull’d from the loaded board with curious care ; 

O’er their enchanted he!ids a mantling vine 
Ilis curling tendrils wove with amorous twine ; 

From the green stalks the glowing clusters hung 
Like rubies on a thread of emeralds strung ; 

With these were other fruits of every hue. 

The pale, the red, the golden, and the blue. 

An hundred smiling pages stood around. 

Their shining brows with wreaths of myrtle bot'.nd ; 
They, in transparent cups of.agate, bore 
Of sweetly-sparkling wines a precious store ; 

The stripling sipp’d and revel’d, till the sun 
Down heaven's blue vault liis daily course had run ; 
Then rose, and, follow’d by the gentle maid. 

Op’d the fifth door** : a stream before them play’d^ 

The king, impatient fdr the cooling draught. 

In a full cup the mystic nectar quaff’d ; 


* Touch. 
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Then with a smile (he knew no higher bliss) 

From her sweet lip he stoic a balmy kiss : 

On the smooth bank of violets thb/ reclinM ; 

And, whilst a chaplet 'for his brow she. twin*d. 

With his soft cheek? her softer cheek lie fnA?ss’dy 
His pliant? arms were folded round her breast.^ 

She smil’d, soft lightning dartc^l from her eyes* 

And from his fragrant seat she bade *him rise ; 

Then, whiled brighter blush her fact o’erspread. 

To the si:\.th gate* her willing gue$t she led. 

. The golden lock she softly tui'n’d around ; 

The moving hinges gave a pleasing sound : 

The boy delighted ran w;tli eager haste, 

€ 0 9 

And to liis lips the living fountain plac'd ; 

The niag'ck water pierc’d his kindled brain, 

Ant^a strange venom shot from vein 4 to vein# 

Whatever cjharms he saw in other bowers. 

Were here combin’d, fruits, musick, odours, flowers 

A couch besides, with softest silk o’erlaid ; 

And, sweeter still, a lovely, yielding maid. 

Who now more charming seem’d, and not so coy. 

And in hcr # aiam infolds the blusliing boy : * 

They sport and wanton, till, with sleep oppress’d, 

Likgjwo fresh rose-buds on one stalk, ^hey rest. 

When mwning spread arourfd her purple flame. 

To the sweet couch the five fair sisters came: 

• } 7 


The sensual pleasures* united. 
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Tb 4 ef hail’d the bridegroom with a cheerful voice, 
And bade him make witl* speed a second choice. 
Hard task to choose,* \frhcn all alike were fair ! 

Now this, now that, engag’d his Snxfous care; 

Then to the ?irt»t who spoke his hand he lent; 

* 3 he rest retlrM, and whisper’d as they went. • 

• ** •. • • 

The priifee enamour’d view’d his second bride; 

• • 

They left the bowef, and wander’d side by side, 
"With her he charrrt’d liis cars, with her lit® sight; 
With her he pass’d tjic day, with her the night. 
Thus all by turns the sprightly stranger led, 

* And all by turns partook his nuptial bed ; 

Hours, days, and months, in pleasure flow’d away; 

* • • 

All laugh’d, all sweetly sung, and all were gay. 

So had he wanton’d threescore davs and seven, 

• . 

More blest, he tlidught, than anv son of heaven ; 

Till on a morn, with sighs ; md streaming t^ars, 

• • • 

I'he train of nymphs before his bed -appears; 

And thus the youngest of tbe sfsters speaks, 

• » . 

Wliilst a sad shower rur^s trickling down her chctk* . 

M A custom which we cannot, dare not fail 
“ (Such are the laws that in our isle pre\^ii)j 
<c Compels us,^ prince, to leave tl*ee here alone, 

<c Till thrice tfce sun his rising front lias shown 
<c Our parents,* whom, "alas ! we must ob^y, 
i£ Expect u\at a splendid feast to-d^y ; 

“ What joy to us can all their splendour give ? 

“ With thee, with only thee, we wish to line. 
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ct Yet may we hope, these gardens will afford 
w Some pleasing solace to our absent lord ? 

€< Six golden keys, that ope yon Blissful gates, 
u Where joy, eternal joy, thy steps awaits, 
cc Accept : the seventh (but that you heard 'before) 
u Leads to a cave, where ravening monsters roar; 

€c A sullen, dire, inhospitable* cell, 

€i Where deathful spirits and magicians dwell. 

€: Farewel, deter youth; how will our*bosoms burn 
“ For the sweet moment of our blest return !” 

The king, » who wept, yet knew his fears were vain. 
Took the seven keys, and kiss’d the parting train. 

A glittering car, which bounding coursers drew. 

They mounted straight, and through the forest flew. 

The youth, unknowing how to pass the day, 
Review’d the bowers, and heard the fountains play; 
By hands unseen whate’er he wish’d was brought; 

And pleasures rose obedient to his thought. 

Yet all the sweets, that ravish’d him before. 

Were tedious now, and charm’d his soul no more : 
Less lovely still, and still less gay they grew; 

He sigh’d, lie< wish’d, and long’d for something new: 
^ack> to the hail he turtf d his weary feet. 

And s?+ repining on his royal seat. 

Now on the seventh bright gate he casts his eyes. 

And in his bosom rose a bold surmise : 

41 The yirmh, said he, was sure dispos’d to jest, 

* Who tx'k'd of dungeons in a place so blest : 
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<€ What harm to open, if it be a cell 

Where deathful spirits^and magicians dwell ? 

“ If dark or foul, I*n«ed not pass the door; 

“ If new or*strar\ge, my soul desires ^io more.” 

He said, and* rose ; then took th*e gulden keys. 

And op’d the door : the hinges mov’d with ease. 

Before* hh eyes appear’d, a sihle # n gloom, 

• • * 

Thick, hideous, wild ; a cavern, or a tomb. 

Yet as he longer gaz’d, he # saw afar 
A light that sparkled like a shooting star. 

Pie paus’d : at las*, by^dme kind angel led, # 

Pie enter’d, and advanc’d with cautious tread. 

Still as he walk’d, the light ajjpear’d more clear; 

Pfope sooth’d him then, and scarcely left a fear. 

At length an aged sire surpriz’d he saw. 

Who filltl his bosom with a sacred awe * : 

A book he hel3, which, as .reclin’d he lay, 
pie read, assisted by a taper’s ray; .* 

His beard, more white than snbw on winter’s breast, 
Hung to the zone that bofind his sable vest; 

A pleasing calmness on his brow was seen, 

Mild \fas his look, majestick was his mi^n. • 

Soon as the youth approach’d the* reverend sage. 

He rais’d his head? and clos’8 the serious page^ 

Then spoke : v O son? what chartte'has^urn’d thy feet 
** To this clull solitude, and lone retreat ?” 


* Religion, 
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To whom the youth : “ First, holy hither, tell, 

** What force detains thee in this gloomy cell ? 

€C This isle, this palace, and those balmy bowers, 
w Where six swcec fountains fall on living flowers, 

€t Are mine; a train of damsels chose mu king, 
cc And through my kingdom smiles perpetual spring. 

€t For some important cause to me unknown, 

“ This day they left me joyless and alone; 

** But, ere tj.rce morns with roses strew the skies. 

My lovely brides will charm my longing eyes.” 

€i Youth, said the sire, on lidi auspicious day 
#c Some angel hither led thy erring way : 

<e Hear a strange tale, and tremble at the snare, 

** Which for thy steps thy pleasing foes prepare. 

* e Know, in this isle prevails a bloody law; 

€t List, stripling, list ! (the youth stood fix’d with awe 
96 * But seventy days the h a ?k a ss mcnarchs reign, 

'■ Then £losc their Jives in exiic and in pain; 

; Doom'd in a deep and frightful cave to rove, 

" * V/tyex* darkness hovers o’er the iron grove. 

<s Yet know, thy prudence and il>y timely erre 
Mav sav.e thee, son, from tins destructive siiure* 

- Not far from thi* a len eiier island lies, 

1 Too rich, too splendid, for unhaliow’d eyes : 
u On that b^.st shore a sweet ei fountain flows 
‘ Than this vain clime, or this gay palace knows 


* The life of man. 


j- I^axoh, 
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^ c Which if thou taste, whate’er was sweet before 
"C\ r ili bitter seem, find steal thy soul no more. 

But, ere these happ^ waters thou canst reach, 
c 1 Thy v/earv stops must pass yon fugged beach, 

<c * Where tl>p # dark sea with an£ry pillows raves. 

And, fraught with monsters, curls his howling waves 5 
fC If to iny "words obedient thoil aftcrid, 

“ Behold in Sic thy.pilot and thy friend. 

A bark I keep, supplied with plenteous •tore* 

<e That now lies anchor’d on the rocky shore; 

“ And, when of all th)% regal toys bereft, 
ci In the rude cave an exile thou art left, 
cc Myself will find thee on the ^Toomy lea, 

“ And waft thee safely o’dr the tfangerous sea.*' 

The bov was fill’d with wonder as he spake. 

And fnftn a dream yf folly seem’d to wake : 

All day the sage is tainted, thoughts refinkf; 

Ilis reason brighten’d? and reform’d ^"is mind : 

Through the dim cavern hand inf hand they walk’d. 

And much of truth, and nufeh of heaven, they talk’d. 

^ . • * 

At night the stripling to the hall return’d; 

With otkor fifes his alter’d bosom burn’d. 

O ! to his wiser soul how low, how # mean. 

Seem'd all he e’er htd heard* had felt, had seen*? 

• • 

He viewM the he view’d the crystal sjpes. 

And bless’d the power all-good, all-great, all-wise; 


Death. 
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Haw lowly now appear’d the purple robe. 

The rubied sceptre, and the ivory globe ! 

How dim the rays that gild the brittle earth ! 

How vile the brood of Folly, and of Mirth ! 

When the third jnorhing, clad in mantle gray, 
Brought in her rosy car the seventieth day, 

A band of slaves, who* rush’d with furious sound. 
In chains of steel the willing captive.hound; 

From his young head the diadem they tore. 

And cast his pearly bracelets on the floor; 

They rent his robe that bore the, rose’s hue. 

And o’er his breast a hairy mantle threw; 

Then dragg’d him to the damp and dreary cave. 
Drench’d by the gloomy sea’s resounding wave. 
Meanwhile the voices of a numerous croud 
Pierc’d the dun air, as thunder breads a cloud : 
The nymphs another hapless, youth had found. 
And then were leading o’er the guilty ground : 
They hail’d him king (alas, how short his reign !) 
And with fresh chaplets strow’d the £uaJ plain. 

The happy exile, monarch now no mere. 

Was roving slowly o’er the lonely shore; , 

At last the sire’s expected voice he knew. 

And tow’rd the sound with hasty rapture flew. 
The promis’d pinnace just afloat; he found. 

And the glad sage his fetter’d hands unbound; 
But when he saw the foaming billows rave. 

And dragons rolling o’er the fiqry wave, 
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He stopp’d : his guardian caught his lingering hand. 
And* gently led him o’er the rocky strand; 

Soon as he touch’d the hark, the ocean smil’d. 

The dragons vanish’d, and the waves vfere mild. 

For many art Ijour with vigorous arms they row’d, 
'While not a star one friendly sparkle show’d; 

At length % glimmering bri|jhtne\s fhey behold, 
Tike a thin cloud whicli morning' dyes with gold : 
To that they steer; .ajul now,^ rejoic’d, they%jew 
A shore begirt with cliffs of radiant hue. 

They land : a train, in shining mantles clad. 

Hail their approach, and bid the youth be glad; 
They led him o’er the lea with easy pace. 

And floated as tfiey went with heavenly grace. 

A golden fountain soon appear’d in sight. 

That o’ef the border jrast a sunny light. 

The sage, impatient, scoop’*! the lucid wave 
In a rich vase, which tft the youth he gave; 

He drank : and straight a bright celestial beam 
Before his eyes dispfciy’d a dasfzling gleam; 

Myriads of airy slfapes around him gaz’d; 

Some prai«*d hij? wisdom, some liis courage £rai$M; 
Then o’er his limbs a starry robe tlie]| spread. 

And plac’d a crow^i ofcdiamomjs Tm his head. 

His aged guide \^as gone* and in his*place 

Stood a fair cherub flush’d with rosy grace; 

# • 

Who, smiling, spake : “ Hese ever wilt thou rest, 
Admir’d, belov’d, our brother and 6ur guest; # 
VOL. vm. M 
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u So all shall end, whom vice can charm no more 
Cf With the gay follies of that per ilous shore. 

€t See yon immortal towers their gates unfold, 

€t With rubies flaming, and no earthly gold ! 

“ There joys, before unknown, thy steps invite; 
€€ Bliss. without care, and morn without a night. 
i€ But now farewel ! my duty calls me hence,; 

€t Some injur’d mortal asks my just defence. 
cc To yon. pernicious island I repair, 

€i Swift as a star.” He speaks, and melts in air. 

The youth o’er walks of jasper takes his flight; 
And bounds and blazes in eternal light. 



A PERSIAN SONG 


OF HAFIZ. 


SWEET # fheid, if thou woukfit charm my sight. 
And bid thesi arms fhy neck infold; 

That rosy cheek, that lily hand. 

Would give thy poet more delight 
Than all Bocara’s vaunted* gold. 

Than all the gems of Samarcand. 

Boy, let yon liquid ruby flow, < 

• • - 
And bid thy pensive heart be glad. 

Whatever the frowning zealots say : 

Tell them, ‘their Eden cannot show 

A stream so clear as Rocnabad, 

A bower so sweet as I&osellay. 


GA Z*EL. 

EgHER an Turki Shirazi 
Bedest ared dili mara. 

Be khali hioduish bakhshejn 

Samarcand u Bolcharara. 

Bedeh, saki, mei baki, 

K^der jennet nekhaly yaft 
Kunari abi Rocnabad, 

Ve gulgeshti Mosellara. 
m 2 
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O ! when these fair perfidious maids. 
Whose eyes our secret haunts infest, 

r 

Their dear destructive charms display; 

Each glance my tender breast invades, 

• • 

And robs my pounded soul of rest. 

As Tartars seize their destin’d prey. 

In vain with love our bosoms gfiow : 

Can all owr tears, can all our sighs. 

New lustre to those charms impart ? 

Can cheeks, where living roses blow, 
Where nature spreads her richest dyes. 
Require the borrow'd gloss of art l 

Speak not of falre : ah ! change the theme. 
And talk of odours, talk of wine. 

Talk of the flowers tkat round us bloom : 

, • • * 

*Ti$ all a cloifd, ’tis all a dreapn ; 


Fugan kein luliani*shokh 

I shiringari shehrashob^ 
Chunan berdendi sabr az dil * 
Ke Turcan khani yagmara. 

Ze eshki na tervami ma 

i 

♦Jamali yari mustagnist; 

Be? ab u reng u khal u khatt * 

(Jhe hajet ruyi zibara. 

« 

Hadis az mutreb u mei gu, 

Va razi dehri kemter ju> 
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To love and joy thy thoughts confine, . 
Nor hope to pierce th£ facred gloom. 

Beauty has suc^resistless power. 

That even the chaste Egyptian dame 
Sigh’d for ft a blooming Hebre\^b6y? 
For her how fttal w^*the hour, 

Wh f*n to the banks gf Nilus came 
A youth so lovely and so coy ! 

But ah ! sweet maid, my counsel hear 
(Youth should attend when thos^ advise 
Whom long experience reildors sijge) : 
While rnusick charms the ravish’d ear; 

» 

While garbling cupjs delight our eyes. 
Be gay; and scorn the frowris of age. 


Ke kes nelSihud u neftshaied 

B$ hikmet ein moammara. 

Men az an husni ruzafzun 

Ke Yusuf dashti dsynestem 
Ke eshk az ^erdei ismet 

Beruft arcd Zuleikhara. 

Nasihet goshi kun jana, 

Ke az jan dostiter darend 
Juvanani saadetmcjid 

I pendi peeri danara. 
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' What -cruel answer have I heard f 
And yet; by heaven, I love thee still : 

Can aught be cruel from thy lip ? 

Yet say, how.fell that bitter word 
From lips which streams of sweetness fill, 
Which nought but drops of honey sip ' 

Go boldly forth, my simple lay, 

Whose accents flow with artless ease. 

Like orient pearls at random strung : 

Thy notes are sweet, the damsels say; 

But O ! far sweeter, if they please 

The nymph for whom these notes are sung. 


Bedem gufti, va khursendam, 

Afac alia, neku gufti, v 
J*wabi telkhi mizeibed 

Lebi lali sheker khara, 

Gazel gufti vedurr sufti, 

Bea vakhoshcbukhan H^fiz, 
Ke ber nazmi to afshaned 
Felek ikdi suriara. 




AS 


ODE OF PETRARCH, 


T9 

TH&*F OUNTAIN * 1 OVVALCHIUSA . 


YEdearaad^kliagswam, 

Warm’d by the sunny beams, 

Through whose transparent crystal Laura play’d J 
Ye boughs, that deck thfc grove, 

Where Spring her chaplets wove, 

Whi[e Laura lay beneath the quivering shade; 


Canzone 2?„ 

Chiare, fresche, e dolci^cque, 

Ove le bplle membfla 

Pose^olei, che sola a me par donna ; 

Gentil* ramo, ove piacque 
• (Cod sospir mi rimembra) 

A lei di fare al bel Banco colonna; 

• # 

* M. dc Voltaire hf9 given us a beautiful paraphrase* of this first 
stanza, though it 9 is certain that he had nevertfead the oW in the ori- 
ginal, or at most dhly the three first lines of it; for# he asserts that the 
Italian song is irregular, and without rhymes; whereas the stanzas are 
perfectly regular, and the rhymes very exac*. His design was to give 
Madame du Ch&telet, for whom he wrote his history*, an idea of Pe- 
trarch's style; but, if she had only read his imitation, she could have 
but an imperfect notion qf the Italian, wh*ch the reader will easily per- 
tcive by com paring s hem. 
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Sweet herbs, and blushing flowers. 

That crown yon vernal bowers 

For ever fatal, y^t for ever dear ; 

* c 

And ye, that heard my sighs 
When first sKe charm’d my eyes, 
Soft-breatliing gales, my dying accents hear. 

If heaven has fix’d my doom. 

That Love must quite consume 
My bursting heart, and close my eyes in death; 
Ah! grant this slight request* 

That here my urn may rest 
When to its mansion flies my vital breath. 

This pleasing hope will smooth 
My anxious mind, and sooth 
The pangs of that inevitable hour; 

Erba, e fior’, che la gonna 
Teggiadra ricoverse 
Coll’ angelico seno; 

Aer sacro sereno 

Ov’ Amor co’ begli occhi il cor m’ aperse 

Date udienza insieme 

Alle dolenti mie parole estreme. 

S’ egli e pur mio destino, 

E’l cielo in ci6 s* adopra, 

Ch’ amor questi occh : lagriniando cliiuda, 
Qualche grazia il meschino 
Corpo fra voi ricopra; 

E torni 1’ alma al proprio albergo ignuda: 
La morte fia men cruda, 

Se questa speme porto 
A quel dubbi jso passo; 
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My spirit will not grieve 
*Her mortal veil to leave 

In these calm shades, this enchanting bower. 

Haply the guilty maid 

Through yon accustom’d glaclte 

T m o my sad tomb will take her lonely way; 

.Wlierg^irst her beauty’s light - 

O’erpowef’d myjJazzled sight. 

When Love on this fair border bade me str*v; 

• • ^ 

There sorrowing shall she see, 

Beneath an aged treg,. 

Her true but hapless lover’s lowly bier ; 

Too late her tender sighs 

Shall melt the pitying ekics. 

And her soft veil shall hide the gushing tear. 

C ’hello spiritef lasso 

Non poria* mai in piiiaripos^fo porta 

N’en piu tranqwilla fossa 

F.uggir la carne travagliata*e 1* ossa. 

Tembo verra ancor forte 
Ch’ all’ y^sato soggiorno 
Torjii la fera bclla e mansueta ; 

E la, o\^ ella mi scorse 
Nel benedetto giorno 
Volga la vista dcsiosa c ^ eta, 

Cercandoiai, ed, o pieta, 

Gia terra iftfra le pretre 
VedenRo, Amor l’inspiri 
In guisa # che sospiri • 

Si dolcemente die meree m’ impel re, 

E faccia for^i al *cie!o 
Ascjugandosi gli occhi col bel vein. 



ATS ODE OF PETRARCH. 


O ! well-remember’d day. 

When on yon bank sheday. 

Meek in her pride, and in her rigour mild % 

The young and blooming dowers. 

Fading fn fiftgrant showers. 

Shone on her neck, and on her bosom smil’d ; 
Some on her mantle hqng. 

Some in her locks were strung. 

Like orient gems in rings ,of darning gold; 

Some, in a spicy cloud 
Descending, call’d aloud 

“ Here Love and Youth the reins of empire hold." 
I view’d the heavenly maid; 

And, rapt in wonder, said 
“ The groves of Eden gave this angel birth;’* 


Da’ bei rami scendea 

Dolce neila memoria 

Una pioggia di fior sovra ’1 suo grembo; 

Ed ella si sedea, 

Humile in tanta gloria 
Coverta gia dell’ amoroso nembo : 

Oual dor cadea sul lembo, 

Qual sulle treccie bionde, 

Ch* oro forbito e perle 
Eran quel di a vederle, 

Qu~l si posava in terrd, e qual sull* onde; 

Qual con un vago errore 

Girando pare* dir, “ Qui regna Amore." 

Quante volte diss’io 

*Allor pien di spavento 

Costei per fermo nacque in par^diso,” 
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Her look, her voice, her smile. 

That might all heSven beguile, 

Wafted my soul above the realms of earth: 

The star-blspangled skies. 

• • 

Were open’d to my eyes; 

Sighing l said <c Whence rose this # glittering'scene f 9 
Since^that auspicicflis hour. 

This bank, and odorous bower. 

My morning couch, and Evening haunt, liave been. 

Well mayst thou blush, my song, 

• • 

To leave the rural throng, 

And fly thus artless to my Laura’s ear; 

But were thy poet’s fir^ 

Ardent as his desire, 

Thqu wert a song that heaven might stoop to hear. 

,,M i — 

Cosi carco d’ oblfo * 

II divm portamento 

E'l volto, e le parole, VI dolce ris© 

M’aveano, e si diviso 
Dafti'imagine tfera, 

ChJ i’ dicea sospirando, 

“ Qui come venn* io, o quando*? • * 
Credendo esser' in ciel, non Ik dov* era. 

Da ifldi in qua mj piace 

Questa erba si # ch' al trove .non opace. 

Se tu avessi ornament! quant' ai voglia, 

Pojresti arditamente 

Uscir del bosco/e gir' infra la gente. 


M. DJE VOLTAIRE’S PARAPHRASE 


or 

THE FIRST STANZA , 

Chiare, fresche, c dolci acque, &c»* 


Claire fontainc, onde aimable, ondc pure, 

Ou la bcaute qui consume mon coeur, 

Seule beautc, qui soit dans la nature, 

Des feux du jour evite la chaleur ; 

Arbre heureux, dont le feuillage 
Agit6 par les Zephirs 
La couvris de son ombrage, 

Qui rappelles mes soupirs. 

En rapnellant son image, 

Ornemens de ces bords, et iilics du matin, 

Vous dont je suis jaloux, vous moms brillaftlcs qu’Elle, 
Fleurs, qu’elle embellissait, quand vous touchiez son sein, 
Rossignols, dont la voix est moins douce et moins belle, 
Air devenu plus pur, adorable sejour. 

Immortalise par ses charmes, 

Licux dangereux et chers, ou de ses tendm armes 
L’amour a blesse tous mes sens, 

Ecoutez mes derniers accens. 

Recevez mes dernieres larmes. 



LslURA, 

AN ELEGY FROM PETRARCH \ 

• T 


IN this fair season, when the whispering gales 
Drop showers of fragnmce*o’er the bloonvjf vales, 

From bower to bower the vernal warblers play 5 

• • 

The skies arc clolidless, and fhe meads are gay ; 

The nightingale in many a melting strain 

Sings to the groves, “ Here Mirth and Beauty reign.” 

But me, for ever bath’d in gushing tears. 

No i^irth enlivens, and no beauty cheers : 

The birds that warble, and t^e flowers tli^t bloom. 
Relieve no morp this solifaity gloom. 


IMITATIONS. 

Ver. 1. Petrarch. Sonnet. 270. 
Zesiro tofna, e’l bel tempo rimena, 

E’ i fiori, e V erbe, sua dolce famigfia ; 

E gariir Progne, e pianger Filomela ; 

E prinaavera Candida, e vermiglia : 

Ridono i prffti, e’l citd si rasserefta ; 

Giflvc s’allegra di mirar sua figlia ; 

] /aria, e Pacque, # e la torra e d’amor.piena ; 
Ogni animal d’amar si riconsiglia : 
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I see, where late the verdant meadow smil'd, 

A joyless desert, and a dreary wild* 

For those dear eyes, that pierced my -heart before , 

AreT clos’d in death, und charm the world no more : 
Lost are those tresses,, that outshone the mom. 

And pale t^ose cheeks, that might the skies adorn. 

* Ah, death ! thy harid ha 5 cropp’d the fairest flower. 
That shed its smiling rays in beauty’s bower ; 

Thy dart has \py ’d on yonder sable bier 

All my soul lov’d, and all the world held dear ; 

Celestial sweetness, love-inspiring youth, 

Soft-ey’d benevolence, and white-rob’d truth. 

•f Hard fate of man, on ’whom the heavens bestow 
A drop of pleasure for a sea of woe ! 

IMITATIONS. . 

Ma‘per me, lasso, tornan6 i piu gravi 

Sospiri, che del c6r pro/ondo fragge 

Qifella ch’ al tiel se ne porto le chiavi : 

E cantar’ augelletti, e fiorir, piagge, 

E’n belle donne oneste Vitti soavi, v 1 
• • c ' , 

Sono un deserto, e fere aspre e selvagge. 

* Ver. 1 7. Sonnet. 243. 

Discolorato'af, morte, il piu bel volto 

Che mai si vedt, e’i piu begli occhi^spenti j 

Spfirto piu acceso di virtuti arddnti % 

Del piu leg^iadro, e piu bel nodo ai sciolto ! 

f Ver. 28. Sonnet. 230. 

O nostra vita, ch’e* si bf 11a in vista ! 

• • 

Com* perde agevolmente in un* mattina 
Quel che’n molt’ anni a gran pena s’ acquista. 




LAURA. 


Ah, life of care, in fears or hopes consum'd. 

Vain hopes, that wither ere they well have bloom'd i 
How oft, emerging from the shades of night. 

Laughs the gay morn, and spreads, a purple light \ 
But soon the gathering clouds o’ersh^de the skies, 
JRed lightnings play, and thundering storms arise ! 
How oft } flay, that fair and mild appears, 

Grows dark frith fat£, ani mars the toil of years ! 

* Not far remov'd, yet hid from distant gjres. 

Low in her secret grot a* Naiad lies. 

Steep arching rocks, wijh* verdant moss o’ergrown* 
Form her rude diadem, and iftitive throne : 

There in a gloomy cave her waters sleep. 

Clear as a brook, but as an ocean* deep. 

Yet, when the waking flowers of April blow. 

And warnysr sunbeams melt the gather'd snow ; 

Rich with the tribute of the vfcrnal rains, • 

• • 

The nymph, exulting, bursts her silver chains ; 


^ IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 33.*^See a description of this celebrated foun- 
tain in a poem of Madame Deshoulieres. 

Entrode hauts rochers, dont l’aspect esf terrible, 

Des pres toujours fleuris, des arbres toujours verds, 
Une source # orgueilleusie et pure, 

Dont l’aau sur cent rochers divers 
D'une mbusse verte couverts, 

S’ep&iche, bouillonne, et murmure ; 

Des agneaux bondissans.sur lsTtendre verdure, 

Et de leurs conducteurs les rustiqpes concert, &c. 
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LAURA, - 


Her living waves in sparkling columns rise, 

And, shine like rainbows to the sunny skies ; 

From cliff to cliff the falling waters roar ; 

* • 

Then die in murmurs, and are heard no more. 

Hence, softly flowing in a dimpled stream. 

The crystal Sorga spreads a lively gleam ; 

From which a thousand rills in mazes glide, 

And deck the banks with summer’s gayest pride ; 
Brighten the verdure of the smiling plains. 

And crown the labour of the joyful swains. 

First on these banks (ah, dreain of short delight !) 
The charms of I/aura struck my dazzled sight j 
Charms, that the bliss of Eden might restore. 

That heaven might envy, and mankind adore. 

I saw — and O ! what heart could long rebel ? 

I saw, I lov’d, and bade the world farewel. 

Where’er she mov’d, the meads were fresh and gay, 
And every bower exhal’d the sweets % ,of May ; 

.Smooth flow’d the streams, and softly blew the gale ; 
The rising flowers impurpled r every dale ? 

• j 

Calm was the ocean, and the sky serene ; 

An universal smile o’erspread the shining seme : 

But when in 'death’s cold arms entranc’d she lav, 

• * * 

(* Ah, ever dear, yet ever fatal day !) 

f 

O’er all the air a direful gloom was spread ; 

r 

Pale were the meads, and all their blossoms dead ; 

* Laura was first seen by Petrarch cm the sixth of April in the yc; 
t32? j and she died on the same day in 134$. 



LAURA. 


20s 


The clouds o{ April shed a baleful dew, 

All nature wore a veil of deadly hue. 

Go, plaintive breeze > to Laura’s flowery bier, 

Heave the warm sigh, and shed the tender tear. 

There to the aWfal shade due homage pay. 

And softly thus address the sacred clay : 

K * Say, erftdid earth, that # dost fhosfe*charms infold, 

« • 

t€ Where are those cheeky, and where those lbcks of gold ? 
u Where are those eyes, which oft the Muse*has stfng ? 

“ Where those sweet lips, and that enchanting tongue i 
“ Ye radiant tresses, and ihbu, nectar’d smile; 
u Ye looks that might the melting skies beguile; 
u You robb’d my soul of rest, my* eyes of sleep; 

“ You taught me how to love, and*how to weep.’* 
f No shrub o’erhangs the dew-bespangled vale. 

No blossom ft-embles 40 the dying gale, 



. IMITATIONS'. 

• • 

* Ver. 75. Sonnet. 26& 

Quanta invidia ti porto ,• avara terra, 

Ch* abbqicci quella,^;ui veder m* e tolto. 

• And Sonnet. 259. 

Ov*e lalronte, che con picciol cenno. . • 

Volgea ’1 mio core in questa^parte, e’n quella? 
Ov’ e * 1 t>el giglio, e 1’ u ia e T altra Stella, 

Ch’ al ccfrso del mio viver lumedenno? &c. 

• • * 

Ver. 83. Sonnet. 248. 

Non e sterpe, ne sasso in questi mdnti. 

Non ramo o fronda* verde in queste piagge; 

Non fior’ in qu?ste valli, o foglia d’erba * 
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LAURA. 


No floweret blushes in the morning rays. 

No stream along the winding valley plays. 

But knows what anguish thrills my tortur’d breast* 
What pains consume me, and what cares infest. 

* At blush of dawn, and in the gloom o^ night. 

Her pale-eyed phantom swims before my sight. 

Sits on the border' of 'each purling rill, 

Crowns every bower, and glides oVr every hill. 

+ Flows the loud rivulet down the mountain’s bro™ r ? 
Or pants the Zephyr on the waving bough ? 

IMITATIONS. 

Stilla d’ acquc non ven di queste fonti, 

Ne fiere an q^esti bosclii si selvagge, 

Che non sappian quant’ e mia pena acerba. 

* Ver. 89. Sonnet. 211. 

Or’ in forma di ninfa, o d’ ultra diva, 

Cke del piu chiaro fondo di Sorga esca, 

E pongasi a seder’ in su la riva: 

Or’ 1’ o veduta su per l’erba fresca 
Calcar’ i fior, com’ una donna viva, 
Mostrando in vista, che di me le’ncresca. 

+ Ver. 93. Sonnet. 239. 

' u 

Se lamentar’ augelli, o verdi fronde 
Mover scavemente all’ aura estiva, 

O roco mormoirr di lucid’ onde 
S’ode d’una siorita e fresca riva. 

La v’ io seggia d’ amor pensoso, e schriva; 

Lei che’l ciel ne mostro, terra nasconde> 
Veggid, ed odo, e l d intendo, ch’ ancor viva 

- Di si lohtano a’ sospir miei risponde. 



LAURA. 


Or sips the labouring bee her balmy dews. 

And with soft strains her fragrant toil pursues? 

Or warbles from yon silVer-blossom’d thorn 

• * 

The wakeful bird, that hails the rising morn ? 

My Laura’s voicS in many a soothing note 
Floats through tlie yielding air, or seems to floaf : 

“ Wliy%ll thy sigfys, she says, this lonely bower ? 
“ Why down thy bcfsom flows this endless shower? 
u Complain no mor3; buj: hope ere long to meet 
“ Thy much-lov’d Laura in a happier seat. 

“ Here fairer scenes detain my # parted shade* 
u Suns that ne’er Set, and flowers that never fade t 
u Through crystal skies I wing lfiy joyous flight, 
u And revel in eternal blaze of light ; 

“ See all thy wanderings in that vale of tears, 

• 0 

“ And smile at all tHy hopes, at; all thy fear^; 

“ Death wak’d mj soul, that slept -in life before, 

IC And op’d these brighten’d eyes, to steep no mote.” 

She ends : the fates, that will no more reveal, 

•* 

Fix on her closing lips thei* sacred seal. 


IMITATIONS. 

Deh ! perche hmanzi tempo ti consume ? 

Mi dice <;on pietate, a che pur versi # 

Dagjj occhi tristi un doloroso flume? 

Di me non pianger tu* che^niel di fersi^ 
Morenclo, eterni, e neli* eterno lume, 
Quando mostrai di chiuder gV occhi, apersh 
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LALTRA. 


“ Return, sweet shade ! I wake, and fondly say, 
cf O, cheer my gloom with one far-beaming ray! 
c< Return : thy charms my sorrow will dispel, 
u And snatch my spirit from her mortal cell ; 

“ Then, mix’d with thine, exulting she* shall fly, 
t€ And bound enraptur’d through her native sky.” 
She comes no more : my pangs more fierce rtturn; 
Tears gush in streams, and sighs my bosom burn. 

* Ye banks,' that oft my weary limbs have bom ; • 

Ye murmuring brooks, that learnt of me to mourn; 
Ye birds, that tune with me your plaintive lay; 

j 

Ye groves, where Love once taught my step s to stray 

You, ever sweet and ever fair, renew 

Your strains melodious, and your blooming hue; 

But not in my sad heart can bliss remain. 

My heart, the haunt of never-ceasing pain ! 

IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 12$* Sonnet. 261. 

Valle, che de* lamentirmiei se’ plena; 

Fiume, che spesso del mio pianger cresci ; 
Fere selvestre, vaghi augelli, e pesci, 

Che 1’ una, e 1’ altra verde riva affrena; 

Aria de’ miei sospir* calda e serena; 

Dolce sentier, che si amaro ricsci; 

Celle, che mi piacesti, or mi'rincresci; 

Ov’ ancor per usanza Amor mi mena; 

Ban riconosco in voi l’usate forme,** 

Non, lasso, in me, che da si lieta vista, 

1 Son fatto albergo d’infiflita doglia. 



LAURA. 


Henceforth, to sing in smoothly-warbled lays 
The smiles of youth, aiyl beauty's heavenly rays 5 
* To see the morn her early charms unfold, 

Her cheeks ofcqses, and her curl? of gold ; 

£ Lei by the sacred Muse at noon to rove 
O'er tufte<J fountain, vale, or shady grove ; 

To watch the*stars, tjiat gild the lucid pole. 

And view yon orbs iji mazy order roll ; 

To hear the tender nightfngale complain. 

And warble to the wood* her amorous strain; 

No more shall these my pensive soul delight. 

But each gay vision melts in endljfcs night. 


IMITATIONS. 

Ver. 133. Sonne;. 251. 

£)uand’ io veggio dal ciel scender 1* Aurora, 

Col la front e di rose, eco’ crjn d’ oro. 

f Y er * 1^5. Sonnet. 272. 

Ne per seteno ciel ir vaghe stelle ; 

Ne py tranquiilc mar legni spalmati ; 
fie per campagne cavalieri armati;* 

Ne per bei bosclii allegre f$i te e snelle; 

Ne d’ aspettato ben fretche novelle, 

Ne dir J’Amore in stili alti ed ornaji; 

Ne tja chiare fontane, e verdi prati 
Dolce.cantare oneste donjie e’belle; 

}STe altro sara mai ch’ *al cor m’ aggiunga, 

Si seco il seppe; quella sepellire, 

Che sola a* gli occhi miei fu lume a speglicn 
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LAURA. 


* % Nymphs, who in glimmering glades by moonlight 
dance, 

And ye, who through the liquid crystal glance, 

Who oft have heard my sadly-pleasing moan; 

Behold me now a lifeless marble grown. 

Ah! lead me to the tomb where Laura lies; 

* 

Clouds, fold me round; and, gather'd darkness, rise; 
Bear me, ye gales, in death’s soft slumber lav’d ; 

And, ye bright realms, receive my fleeting shade! 

IMITATIONS. 

* Vcr. H3. Sonnet. 

O vaghi abitator de’ verdi boschi. 

O Ninfe, e voi, che’l fresco erboso fonde 
Pel liquido cristallo alberga e pascc. 


A TURKISH ODE 


. OF MESlIir. 


Hear the nightingales, on*evtfry spray* 

Hail in wild rfttcs th| # $weet return of May ! 

The gale, that o’er jon waving almond bIo\^ 

The verdant bank with silver blossoms strows : - 

The smiling season deck* each flowery glade 
13e gay ; too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

What gales of fragrance scent tfie vernal air! 

Hills, dales, and woods, their loveliest mantles wear. 

DlNLEH bulbul kfesa sen kim gildi eiami bchar, 

Kurdi her bir baghda hengamei # hengami beftar, 

Oldi sim afshan ana e/Jiari badamfbeh^r 
Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu ei!lmi behar. 

Yinch enwei shukufileh bezendi bagh u ragh, 

Ysh ichun ku^di^chichekltjf sahni gulshenda otagh> • • 

Thou hsarcst the talc of the nightingale , “ that the 
vernal seftson * approaches The Spring Jias. spread 
bower of joy in every grove , where the almond-tree sheds 
its silver blossoms . Jie cheerful; be full of mirf/i ; for 
the Spring passef soon awaif : it will not just. • 

The groves and hills are again adorned with all sorts 
of flowers: a 'pavilion of roses , as the seal of pleasure , is 
raised in the garden . IV ho k notes which if ms will b$ 
jliyc when the fair season ends ? Be^heerfuf fy. 
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A TURKISH ODE. 


Who knows what cares await that fatal day, 

When ruder gusts shall banish gentle May ? 

Ev’n death, perhaps, our valleys will invade. 

Be gay : too soon the flowers of Spring will fade v 
The tulip now its varied hue displays, 

And sheds, like Ahmed's eye, celestial rays. 

Ah, nation ever faithful, ever true, 

*• i 

The joys of youth, while May invites* pursue ! 

Will not these c notes your timorous minds persuade J 
Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

The sparkling dewdrops o’er the lilies play. 

Like orient pearls, or like the beams of day. 

If love and mirth your wanton thoughts engage. 

Attend, ye nymphs ! (a poet’s words are sage). 

Kim bilur ol behareh dek kih u kiin ola sagh? 

Ysh a nush it.kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Tarafi gulshen nuri Ahmed birleh malamaldur, 
Sebzeleriuda sehabeh lalehi kheirtilaldur, 

Hei Mohammed ummeti wakti huzuri haldur. 

Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Kildi shebnem yineh jeuherdari tighi suseni, 

Zhalehler aldi hewai doiyile leh gulshene, • 

The edge of the bower is filled with the light of Ahm+d; 
among the plants the fortunate tulip? represent his com - 
panions . Come , O people of Mohamfacd , this is the 
season of inercimcnt. Be cheerful. Sic. 

Again the dew glittei'S on the leaves of the lily, like the 
water of a bright scymiiar. The dewdrops fall through 
the air on the garden of roses. Listen to me, listen ta 
me, if thou desirest to be deiightcil. Be cheerful , Sic, 
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White thus you sit beneath the trembling shade. 

Be gay: too soon the floors of Spring will fade. 

The fresh blown rose«like Zeineb’s check appears. 
When pearls, like (Jew dr ops, glitter in her ears. 

The charms of y^uth at once are seen*and past ; 

And nature says, “ They are too sweet to last.**# 

So blooms rose 5 and sg the bfuslung maid! 

• • 

Be gay : too soon the> Rowers of Spring will fade. 

See yon anemonies their leaves unfold, *• 

With rubies flaming, and with living gold! 

While crystal showers fihm weeping clouds descend. 
Enjoy the presence of thy tuneful friend. 


Gher temasha iseh maksudun beni esleh beni. 

Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Rukhleri rengin giifzellar dur gulileh lalfchlar, 

Rim kulaklarineh durlu jenJig: asmish zhalehlar, 

Aldanup sanma kf bunlar boileh baki kalehlar. 

Ysh unush it kim gicher kalma^bu eiami behar, 
Gulistanda giorunin laleh u gul naoman Jeh 
Baghda kan aldl^shemsunciishteri baran leh. 

The rftses and tulips are like the bright iee]cs of beau* 
tiful maids , in whose ears the pearls hang like drops °f 
dew. Deceive not tjiyself, by tjiinking that these 9 charrns 
will have a long*duration . Be cheerful^ #c. 

Tulips, roses f and ane monies, appear inmthe gardens z 
the showers *and the sunbeams , like sharp lancets , tinge 
the banks with the colour of Wood. Spend this day 
agreeably with thy friends ; like a prudent man. $e cheer * 

M x* 



A TURKISH ODE. 
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Now, while the wines are brought, the sofa’s lav’d. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

The plants no more are dried, the meadows dead. 

No more the rose-bud liangs her pensive head : 

The shrubs revive in valleys, meads, and bowers. 

And ever^ stalk is diadem’d with flowers ; 

In silken robes each hillock stards array’d. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

Clear drops ^each morn impearl the rose’s bloom. 

And from its leaf the Zephyr drinks perfume; 

The dewy buds expand their lucid store : 

Be this our wealth : yc damsels, ask no more. 

Arefun bu demi khosh gior bu giun yaran leh, 

Ysh u mjsh it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Gitti ol dernier ki olup sebzelcr sahib ferash, 

*i 

Guncheh fikri gulshenun olmishdi bagherinda bash, 

Gildi bir derh kim karardi laleh lerlc dagh u tash, 

Ysli unuih it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Ebr gulzari ustyneh her subh goher bariken, 

Nefhc: badi seher por nafei tatariken: 

Ghafil olmeh alemun mahbublighi wariken. 

Y$hu nush it him gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar 

The time is passed in ’which the plants were sick, and 
the rose-bud hung its t/iought/ul head on its bosom . 
The season comes in which mountains and rocks arc co- 
loured with tulips . Be cheerful , 8k c. 

Each morning the clouds shed gems over the rose-gar - 
den: the breath of the gale is full of Tartarian musk . 
Be not neglectful of ’thy duty through too great a love of 
the world . Be cheerful , Skcl 
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TAough wise men envy, and though fools upbraid, 

JBe gay : too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

The dewdrops, sprinkled by the musky gale. 

Are chang’d to essence ere they seach the dale, 

• • * 

The mild blue sky a rich pavilion spreads, 

Without our labour, o’er our favour’d heads. 

Let others tqjl in wan, in arts, or trade. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

Late gloomy winter cljiH’d the sullen air f 

Till Soliman arose, ami all was fair. 

Soft in his reign the notes of k>ve resound. 

And pleasure’s rosy cup goes freely round. 

Merc on the b^nk, which mantling vines o’ershade. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

Buyi ghlzar itti sholdenlu hewai mushknab 
Kim yereh inengeh olur ketrei shebnem giflab. 

Cherkh otak kundi gplistan ustuneh giunlik*sehab. 

Ysli u nush it kirn gicher kalmaz bu*eiami behdi*. 
Gulistaiiun her ne sen alcli sjah badi khuzan, 

Adi idup bir bir'fleh wardi yineh shahi jehan. 

Dculctinda baJelilcr kam oldi sakii kamran. 

Ysli u wish ft kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami bc^iar. 

The sweetness of the bower has made the air so fra-' 
grant , that th* dez% 9 before it alls, is changed into rose- 
water. The sky spreads a pavilion of freight ebuds over 
the garden . Be cheerful , kk c. 

Whoever Ihou art , know that the black gusts of autumn 
had seized the garden ; b*t the ling of the h?orld again 
appeared dispensing justice to all : in his rcignjhe happy 
cupbearer desirefrt and obtained the flowing wine . Be 
cheerful y Ken 
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May this hide lay from age to age remain, 

A true memorial of this lovely train. 

Come, charming maid, and hear thy poet sing. 

Thyself the rose, and He the bird of spring : 

Love bids him sing, and Love will be obey’d. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fa^ie. 

. 1 - — r 

Omerem buleh, Mesihi, bu merbaj ishtihar, 

Ehlene ola bu ~harabru u giuzeller yadgar, 

Bulbuli khosh gui sen gulyuzluler leh yuriwar. 

Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

By these strains I hoped to celebrate this delightful 
valley ; may they be a memorial to its inhabitants , and re- 
mind them of this assembly , and these fair maids! Thou 
art a nightingale with a sweet voice 9 O Mesihi, when thou 
walkest with the damsels , whose cheeks are like roses , 
Be cheerful i be full of mirth ; for the Spring passds soon 
away: it will rM last. 




THE.SAME, 

IN IMITATION OK THE 

perYigilium veneris. 


ALITES audis loquaces per nemora, per arbutos, 

Veris adventum canentes flnnulo modulamine; 

Duke luget per virentes mollis aura amygdalas: 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum j floreum ver fugit, 
abit! 

Ecce jam flores Refulgent gemmeis honoribus, 

* 

Quique prata, quique saltus, quique sylvulas amant ; 

Quis seif anrfiox una # nobis dormienda aetema sit? 

Nunc amandum est, nunc biben'dum ; floredfn ver fugit # 
abit ! 

Quantus est nitor rosarum ! quanttas hyacinthi decor! 
Non ocellus, cuirv^nidet, est puellae lxtior: 

Hie levi dies amrfi est, hie voluptati sacer : 

Nunc amgnduifl est, nunc bibendum $ floreum # ver fugit* 
abitl 

Ecce baccatae recentisfguttuhecoHs micant, 

Per genam rosae cadentes, perque mite’liliumj 
Auribus gratufli, puellae, sit meum vestris melos; 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum’ rer fugit, 
abitl 
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Ut rosa in prato refulget, sic teres virgo nitet* 

Hfcec onusta margaritis, ilia roris gemmulis : 

Ne percnne vel puellse vel rosac speres decus. 

Nunc amanclum ost* nunc bibendum ^ floreum ver fugit* 
abit ! 

Aspice, J ut roscta amictu discolori splendean*-, 

Prata dum foecundat arther Lota gratis imbribus, 

Fervidos inter sodales da voluptati 'diem. 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum 5 floreum ver fugit, 
abit! 

Jam situ deformis scgro non jacet rosa: caiyx; 

Ver adest, ver pingit hortos purpurantes floribus, 

Perque saxa, perque colles, perque lucos emicat: 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum ; floreum ver fugit, 

abit ! 

«* 

Ecce, per losae pnpillas suave rident guttulac, 

Quas odorifer resolvit lenis aurae spiritus ; 

Hae pyropis, hae smaragdis cariores Indicis. 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; a ,oieum ver fugit* 
abit! 

Is tenellis per viretr spirat e rosis odor, 

Ut novum stillans amomuiii ros in herbas decidat. 

Suave olentibus coronans lacrymis conupeum. 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum ; floreum ver fugit, 
abit! 
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Acris ollm cum malignis saeviit ventis hyemsj 
hd roseto, solis instar, regis affulsit nitor; 

Floruit nemus repenfe* dulce manavit merum: 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, 
abit !• 

ITis iners jiodis, Mesihi, melle^n agtabas cbelyn; 

Veris ales poetaj.verrta cantat gaudia, 

Et rosas carpit tepentes c puellarum genis. 

Nunc amandum est, nunc *bibendum; floreum ver furit* 




ARCADIA, 

A PASTORAL POEM. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

• 

THE following pastoral was written in the 
year 1 7Gg; but the author finding some to- 
lerable pq^sagesin if, was induced to correct 
it afterwards, ahd to give it a place in this 
collection. Ill; took the hint of *t from an. 
allegory of Mr„Addison, in the thirty-se- 
cond paper of thS Guardian ; which is set. 
«lowu in the margin, that the reader may 
see where lie has copied the original, and 
where he has devkfted from it. In this 
piece, as it now stands, Menalcas, king of 
the shepherds,, means Theocritus, the most 
ancient, and perhaps the best, writer of pas- 
torals : and by fois two daughters,* Daphne 
and Ilyla, must be understood the two 
sorts of pastoral poetry; the one elegant 
and polish^), the • other simple and un- 
adorned ; in both of' which he excelled. 
Virgil) whom Pope chiefly followed; seems 
to have borne away the palm in the higher 
sort; and SyenSer, wherfi Gay imitated* with 
success, had equal merit in the meye rustick 
style: these two poets, therefore, may justly 
be supposed in this gdlegctry to liavse inhe- 
rited his kingdom of Arcadia* 

tOL. VIII. 
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IN those fair plains, where glittering Ladon roll’d 
His wanton labyrinth o’er sands of gold, 

Menalcas reign’d: jfrog?;Pan his lineage cany?; 

Rich were his vales, and deathless* was his/ame. 
When youth impelled him, and when love inspir’d. 
The listening nymphs his £)orfck lays admir’d : 

To hear his notes the swains with* rapture flew; 

A softer pipe no shepherd ever blew! 

But now, oppress’d beneath the load of age, 

Belov’d, respected, veperable, sage, 

* Of heroes, demigods, and gods he sung ; 

His reed neglected on a poplar hung: 

Yet all the rules, that young Arcadians keep, 

He kept, and watch’d each morn his bleating sheep. 

Two lovely daughters were his dearest care; 

Both mild as May, and both as Apri\ fair: 

IMITATIONS. 


Guardian, N° 32. 

In, ancient times there? dwelt in a pleasant vale of Ar- 
cadia f a man of very ample possessions, # named Menalcas, 
who, deriving his pedigree from the god Pan, kept very 
strictly up to the rules of the pastoral 4ife, as it was in the 
golden age. 

6 6 NOTE. 


* This couplet alludes to the higher Idyllia of Theocritus; as the 
’Eyitw/Ai# /i; UroAf poT*., the Aw7x*foi, and others, which arc of the 
-hcroick kind. 
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Lo?e, where they mov’d, each youthful breast inflam’d; 

' • ) 
And Daphne this, and Hyla that was nam’d* 

* The first was bashful as a blooming bride* 

And all her mien display’d a decent pride; 

Her tresses, braided in a curious knot, 

MTere close confin’d, and not a hair forgot; 

Where many a flower, . in rr.ystick order plac’d. 

With myrtle twin’d, her silken fillet grac’d ; 

•> 

Nor with less neatness was. he** robe dispos’d. 

And every fold a pleasing art disclos’d ; 

o « 

Pier sandals of the brightest silk^were made. 

And, as she walk’d, gave lustre to the shade; 

A graceful ease in every step was seen. 

She mov’d a shepherdess, yet look’d a queen. 

• Her sister scorn’d to dwell in arching bowers. 

Or deck her locks with wreaths pf fading flowers; 

O’er her bare shoulder flow'd her auburn hair, 

i 

And, fann’d by Zephyrs, floated on the air; 

Oreen were her buskins, green* the vest she wore. 

And in her ha»d f j> knotty crook she bore, 
f The voice of Daphne might all pains disarm ; 

Yet, heard too long, its sweetness ceas’d to cnSrm: 

* IMITATIONS. 

■» 

* He had a daughter, his only child* cjflled Amaryllis, 
She was a virgin of a most enchanting beauty, of a most 
easy and unaffected air ; but having been bred up wholly 
in the country, was bashful to the last degree. 

f She had a voice that^was exceedingly sweet; yet had 
rusticity in her tone, whidii, however, to most who 

o 2 
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But none were tir’d when artless Hyla sung. 

Though something rustick warbled from her tonguvri 
Thus both in beauty grew, ajid both in fame, 

Their manners different, yet their charms the same. 
The young Arcadians, tuneful from tlipir birth. 

To lov^ devoted, and to rural mirth, 

Beheld, and fondly leaf'd the royal maids, i 1 

IT 

And sung their praise in valleys, lawns, afid glades-, 
From morpi to latest eve they wept, and sigh’d ; 

And some for Daphne, some for Hyla, died: 

Each day new presents to the rymphs they bore. 

And in gay order spread the shining store; 

Some beechen bowls af^d polish’d sheephooks brought. 
With ebon knots, and studs \jf silver, wrought ; 

Some led in flowery bands the playful fawn. 

Or bounding roe, that spurn’d the grassy lawn ; * 

The rest on nature’s bloomipg gifts relied. 

And rais’d their Slender hope? r»«v beauty’s pride : 

But the coy maids, regardless of their pain. 

Their vows derided, and their plaintive* strain. 

** r • « v « 

Hence some, whom love with lighter names had fir’d, 

Broke their ( soft flutes, and in despair retir’d; * 
IMITATIONS. 

heard her seemed *an additional charm. Though in her 
conversation in general she was very engaging, yet to her 
lovers, who were numerous, she was so* coy, that many 
left her in disgust after a tedious courtship, and matched 
themselves where they were better received. 
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*T f ' r J ’. . •*.*. ti» ir :i.f: -•■.'n..-' 1 r.-\, 

And f. ■ ■ . ■ iJ-.-r ir. :?v , A.:. 

• • 

It h.\ j ■! > ‘ 1 1 ■ * " j i wi May, 

When c. ■«*■.*' .'inl'u In frQ$h array, 

• • • 

The sliepi. ! :'.n { a* i earl) hour, 

In crouds round *he regal fyower, 

There hail 0 i** sprightly nfttes the peerless maids; 

And tender accents trembled through the glades. 

*9 # » 

Menalcas, whom the larks with many a lay 
Had call’d from slumbfcr at the dawn of day. 

By chance was roving through «a bordering dale. 

And heard the swains their youthful woes bewail, 
lie knew the cause; for long his prudent mind 
To "sooth their cafes indulgently design’d: 

Slow h^ approach’d ; then wav’d his awful hand, 

• • 

And, leaning on his crook, address’d the listening banS ; 

“ Arcadian shepherds, to* my words attend*! 

In silence hear your monarch, and your friend. 

•Your fruitless pains, which none cqn disapprove; 

Exite my pit)*; mv aru«er move. 

Two gentlb myds, the solace of my age. 

Fill all my soul, and all my care engage; 

When death shall join me.to the pale-ey’d throng- 

• • * 

To them my syltfm empire will belong; . 

But, lest with^them the royal line should faff, 

And civil discord fill this happy v^e. 

Two chosen youths the beauteous nymphs must wed* 

0 share their power, add grace the genial bed: 
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# So may -the swains our ancient laws obey, 

Arkl all Arcadia own their potent sway. 

But what sage counsel can their <hoice direct? 

Whom can the nymphs prefer, or whom reject ? 

So like your passion, and so like your slrain, 

That all deserve, yet cannot all obtain. 

Hear then my tale': as iate, by fancy led 

To steep Cyllene’s ever-vocal head; 

With wind ; *ig steps I wander'd through the wood. 

And pour’d wild notes, a Faun before me stood; 

A flute he held, which as he softly blew, 

The feather’d warblers to the sound he drew ; 

Then to my hand the precious gift consign’d. 

And said, “ Menalcas, ease thy wondering mind : 

/ 

“ This pipe, on which the god of shepherds play’d, 

<c When love inflam’d him, and the f viewless maid, 

<c Receive : ev’n Pan thy. timeful skill confess’d, 

** And after Pan ,thy lips will grace it best. 

IMITATIONS. . 

* For Menalcas had not only resolved to take a son-in- 
law, who should inviolably maintain the customs of his 
family; but had received one evening, as he walked in 
ihe fields, a pipe of an antique form from a Faun, or, as 
some ay, from Oberon the' Fairy, with ? particular charge, 
not to bestow his daughter on any one who could not 
play the same tune upon it as at that time* he entertained 
him with. 

NOTE, 
f Echo.. 
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a jThf daughter’s beauty every breast inspires', 

** And all thy kingdom glows with equal fires: 

“ But let those favour’ef youths alone succeed, 

u Who blow with matchless art this heavenly reed.” 

* This said, he disappear’d. Then hear my will: 

Ife bold, yc lovers, and exert your skill j 
• l • • * 

Be they my sgns, whg sing the softest strains. 

And tune to sweetesf notes their pleasing pains : 

But mark ! whoe’er shall Jby too harsh a Iay ## 

Offend our ears, and from our manners stray, 
lie, for our favour, *&nd our throne unfit. 

To some disgraceful penance must submit.” 

He ends; the shepherds at his^vords rejoice, 

• • • 

And praise their sovereign with a grateful voice. 

Each swain believes the lovely prize his own. 

And sits triumphant *on th* idea] thrope ; 

Kind Vanity their, want of zft*t Supplies, 

• • 

And gives indulgent what the Muse denies ; 

-Gay vests and flowery garlands each prepares. 

And each the.dre^s, that spits his fancy, wears. 

IMITATIONS. 

When the time that he designed to give her in 
marriage was near at Jinndj he {published a decree, ^here- 
by he invited the neighbouring youths to make* trial of 
this musical instrument, with promise, that the victor 
should possess* his daughter on condition that the van- 
quished should submit to vdiat pflnishment he thougly: 
fit to inflict. Those, who were not V£t discouraged, and 
h;*d high conceits their own worth, appeared on the 
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Now deeper blushes ting'd the glowing sky. 

And evening rais’d her silver lamp on high ; 

« • 

When, in a bower by Ladon’s lucid stream. 

Where not a star could ,dart his piercing beam, 

< 

So thick the curling eglantines display'd. 

With woodbines join’d, an aromatick shade. 

The father of the blooming n/mphs reclin'd. 

His hoary locks with sacred laurel twin’d: 

,n «. 

The royal damsels, seated by his* side. 

Shone like two flowers in summer’s fairest pride : 

*■» 

The swains before them crouded in a ring. 

Prepar’d to blow the flute, or sweetly sing. 

First, in the midst a graceful youth arose, 

Born in those fields where crystal Mele flows : 

His air was courtly, his complexion fair; 

• c . * . * 

Anil rich perfumes rhed sweetness from his hair. 

That o’er his shoulder wav din flowing curls. 

With roses braided, and inwreath'd with pearls; 

IMITATIONS, . 

appointed day, in a dress and equipage- suitable to their 
respective fancies. The place of meeting was a flowery 
meadow, through which a clear stream murmured in 
many irregular meanders. The shepherds made a spa- 
cious ring for the contending lovers ; and in one part of 
it there sat uppfl a little throne of turf, under an arch of 
eglantine and woodbines, the father of the,, maid, and at 
his right band the damsel crowned with *-oses and lilies. 
She wore a flying robe of a slight green stuff; she had a 
sheephock in one hand, and the fatal pipe in the other. 
The first who approached her was a youth of a graceful 
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A ^rarfd of cedar for his crook he bore; 

His slender foot th’ Arcadian sandal wore. 

Yet that so rich, it seem’d to fear the ground, 

With beaming «*e:ne* and silken ribb*and$ bound; 

The plumage * • V.. .^.rich grac’d his fiead, 

ifnd with embroider’d flowers his mantle was oX^rspread. 

9% • • • 

* He sung the darling of tJi’ Idalian queen, 

Fall’n in his prime oft sad Cythera’s green ; 

When weeping graces left the faded plains. 

And tun’d their strings to elegiack strains; 

While mourning Loves the tender burden bore, 

“ Adonis, fair Adonis, charms no more.” 

The theme displeas’d the nymplf, whose ruder car 
The tales of simple shepherds lov’d to hear. 

The niaids and youths, who saw the swain advance. 

And take the fatal pipe, prepar’d to dance : 

So wildly, so affectedly, hcfphy’cl^ 

• • 

His tune so various and uncouth he made, 
is'That not a dancer could in evidence move. 

And not a njprnph the qigiver’d notes approve : . 

IMITATIONS. 

presence and a courtly air, but dressed in' a richer habit 
than had ever Jbeen seen in Arcadia. He wore a crim- 
son vest, cut, ii*dee5, after die shepherd’s fashion, but so 
enriched with embroidery, and sparkling with jewels, 
that the eyes of the spectators were diverted from con-r 
sidering the Inode of the garment by the daazling of the 
prnaments. His head was covered with a plume of fea-» 
• NOTE. 

See "Bion, Moschus, 
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They broke their ranks, and join’d the circling trait, 
While bursts of laughter sounded o’er the plain. 
Menalcas rais’d his hand, and badte retire 
The silken courtier fr'om th’ Arcadian, choir: 

Two eager shepherds, at the king’s comiftand. 

Rent his gay plume, and snapp’d his polish’d wand ; 
They tore his vest, and o y cr hi$ bosom threw* 

* f 

A weed of homely grain and russet hue; 

Then till'd wMi wither’d hetbs his scfcntcd locks. 

And scornful drove him to the low-brow’d rocks ; 

There doom’d to rove, deserted Imd forlorn. 

Till thrice the moon had arch’d her silver horn. 

* The next that rosc^and took the mystick reed, 

Was wrapp’d ungraceful in a sordid weed : 

A sliaggy hide was o’er his shoulder spread, 

Aryrl wreaths of noxious darnel bound his head; 

Unshorn his t beard, and tangled was his hair. 

He rudely walk’d, and thus address'd the fair : 

IMITATIONS. , 

« , • 

the rs, an'd his sliec-phook glittelcd with £«Id and enamel. 
He applied the pipe to his lips, and begin a tuiie, which 
he set off with so many graces and quavers, that the 
shppherds and shepherdesses, who had paired themselves 
in ordei* to dance, could ‘"upt follow it; as indeed it 
required great skill .find regularity of steps, which they 
had never been bred to. Menalcas ordered him to be 
stripped of his costly robes, and to be clqd in a russet 
weed, and to tend the flocks in the valleys for a year 
and a day* 

The second that appeared was ir> a very different 
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<c My kids I fondle, and my lambs I kiss ; 

*Ah ! grant, sweet mai^, a more del^jhtful bliss.’f * 
The damsels blush with anger and disdain. 

And turn indignant from the sLameFess swain $ 

To Pan in sitei»ce, and to Love, the/ pray, 

To make his musick hateful as his lay. 

The gods # a?sent: the flute he roughly takes. 

And scarce with pain a grating murmur makes$ 

But when in jarring notes l^e forc’d his sort g. 

Just indignation iir’d the rural throng: 

Shame of ArcadkCs buffers ! the youths exclaim. 
Whose tuneless lays disgrace a shepherd’s name! 
The watchful heralds, at Me.iafcas* nod, 

Fursucd the rustick with a vengeful rod; 
Condemn’d three summers oil the rocky shore 
To feed hfs goats, and touch a pipe no more. 


IMITATIONS.- 

-garb. He was cloathed in. a garment of rough, goat- 
skins, his hair was matted, his beard neglected; in his 
person uncouth, and awkward in his gait. Hfc came up 
fleering; to the nymph, and told her, u He had hugged 
“ his lambs, and kissed his young kids, but he hoped to 
u kiss one tha^was sweejer.” Tlidfair one blushed with 
modesty and ajiger, and prayed secretly against him as 
she gave him the pipe.* He snatched it # from her, but 
with great difficulty made it sound; which was in such 
harsh and jarring notes, ^ that die shepherds cried one 

and all that he understood no musick. He was immedi- 

• • 

ately ordered to the most crjggy parts of Arcadia to keep 
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* Now to the rijjtg a port]/ swain advanc’d. 

Who neither wholly walk'd, nof wholly danc'd j 
Yet mov’d in pain, so close his crimson vest 
Was clasp’d uneasy o f er his straining bfcast: 

■f c< Fair nymph, said he, the roses, which you wear. 
Your charms improve not, but their own iippair. J 
The maids, unus’d to flowers of eloquence, , 

Smil’d at the words, but co : Ad not guess their sense. 
When in his hand the sacred 1 * reed he took, 

Xong time he view’d it with a pensive look; 

* I 

Then gave it breath, and rais’d a shriller note 
Than when the bird of morning swells his throat ; 
Through every interval, now low, now high. 

Swift o’er the stops his fingers seem’d to fly : 

The youths, wi.o heard such music k with surprize, 

Ga2*d on the tuneful, bard .with wondering eyes : 

IMITATIONS; 

i 

the goats, and commanded never to touch a pipe anj| 
mpre. 

* The |hird that advanced appeared y ln vdothes that 
were so strait and uneasy to him, that he seemed to 
tnove in pair?.* He marched up to the maiden* with ii 
‘thoughtful look, and t stately pace, and said, “ Divine 
“ Amaryllis, you wear not those ros$s to 1 improve your 
beauty,' but to*make them ashamed.’ 1 As she did 
not comprehend his meaning, she presented the instru- 
ment without reply. The tune that he played was so 
note: 

■f> Sec Tanso, Guarini, ■‘•ontenclle, Camoons, Oarcilasso, and tope 
de la Vega; and other writers of pastorals in Italian, French, Port**-, 
fucse, ^nd Spanish, 
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He saw* with secret pride their deep amaze> 

Tltei said, * u Arcadia shall resound my praise, 

<c And every clime my gowerful art shall own; 

<€ This, this ye swains, is melody alonfc : 
li To me Amgjnon taught the heavenly strains, 

€i ^Amphion, born on rich Hesperian plains.” 

To whom ^nalcas : “ Strange£,«we admire 
<l Thy notes fhelodioift, anti thy rapturous fire; 

“ But ere to these fair valleys thou return, # 

“ Adopt our manners, an3 our language learn : 
u Some aged shepher J s^all thy air improve, 

“ And teach thee how to speak, and how to move.” 

f Soon to the bower a modest .^tripling came. 

Fairest of swainj; and J Tkyrus his name: 

Mild was his look, an easy grace he show’d. 

And o'ar liis beauteous limbs a decent mantle flow’d: 

• • 

. IMITATIONS. 

intricate and perplexing, that the shepherds stefod still 
„ like people astonished and confounded. 

In vain did'-W plead that it was the perfection of 
jnusick composed by the most skilful master of Hesperia. 
Menalcas^lindifig that he was a stranger, hospitably took 
compassion on him, and delivered him to 0 ah*old shep- 
herd, who was ordered to get him clfcthes that would fk 
him, and teach him How to speak plain. 

f The fourth that stepped forward* was young Amyn- 
tas, the most .beautiful of all the Arcadian swains, and 
secretly beloved by Amaryllis. Ijje wore that day the 
NOTE. 

♦ Tbc name supposed to ly: taken by Virgif in his first pastoral. 
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As through, the croud he press’d, the sylvan choir 
His mien applauded, and his neat attire ; 

And Daphne, yet untaught in amorous lore. 

Felt strange desires, and pains unknown before. 

He now begins ; the dancing hills attend. 

And knotty oaks from mountain-tops descend : 

He sings of swains beneath the beechen shade, 

* .4 

* When lovely Amaryllis fill’d the glade » 

Next, in a $} mpathizing lay, comp!a»ns 
Of love unpitled, and the lover’s pains : 

But when with art the hallow’d pipe he blew. 

What deep attention hush’d the rival crew ! 

He play’d so sweetly, and so sweetly sung. 

That on each note th’ enraptur’d audience hung; 

Ev’n blue-hair’d nymphs, from Ladon’s limpid stream. 

Rais’d their bright heads, and listen’d to the theme; 

- -- > . - - 

IMITATIONS. 

same colours as rhe maid for whom he sighed. He' 
moved towards her with an easy, but unassured, air ; she 
blushed as he came near her; and when she gave him 
the fatal present, they both trembled, blit neither could 
speak. Having secretly breathed his vov's to .the gods, 
he poured forth such melodious notes, that, though they 
were a little wild &nd irregular, they filled every heart 
with dfelight. The swains immediately mingled in the 
dance ; and the* old shepherdr affirmed, that they had 
often heard such musick by night, which 4 hey imagined 
to be played by some of the rural deities. 

NOTE. 

' * L Vorny>sam rcionare doces AumyUida sylvam. 
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Then through the yielding waves in transport glanc’d ; 
Whilst on the banks the joyful shepherds danc’d: 
u We oft, said thcy> at close of evening flowers, 
u t\ve heard such musick in the * r cfcal bowers: 
u We wonder’d ; for we thought some amorous god, 

“ That on a silver moonbeam swifily rode, 
iS Had fault’d with starry plun?c$ the floating air, 

€i And toucR’d his harp, to charm some mortal fair/* 

He ended; and«as rolling billows loud •* 

His praise resounded from the circling croud. 

The clamorous tumult toftly to compose, 

High in the midst the plaintive * Colin rose, 

I’orn on the lilied banks of royA Thame, 

Which oft hacl rung with* Rosalihda’s name; 

Fair, ytt neglected *, neat, yet unadorn’d; 

The pfide*>f dress,. and flowers of art,-»he scorn’d: 

And, like the nymph who^fir.’S his youthful breast. 

Green were his buskins, green liis sirflple vest: 

With careless ease his rustick la^s he sung. 

And melody flov^d smoothly from his tongue: 

• # * • • 

Of June’s gay ‘fruits and August’s corn he told. 

The bloom of April, and December’s coldj # • 
f The loves of shepherds, and theij; harmless cheer 
In every montfi that decks tfiC varied year. 

Now on the flute with oqual grace he played, 

And his soft*numbers died along the shade; 

• , , 

nStes. 

* Colin is the name that Spenser takes in flis pastorals; an*d Ros alinda 
is that under which h£ celebrates hif mistress. 

1**Sce the Shepherd’s Kalendar. 
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The skilful .dancers to his accents mov’d. 

And jz very voice his easy tunc approv’d ; 

Ev’n Hyla, blooming maid, admir’d the strain, 1 
While through her bqpom shot a pleasing pain. 

Now all were hush’d . no rival durst arise ; 

Pale were^ their cheeks, and full of tears their eyes' 
Menalcas, rising from his (flowery seat. 

Thus, with a voice majestically sweety 
Address’d th’ t attentive throng: <c Arcadians, hear! 

,c The sky grows dark, and beamy stars appear : 

€l Haste to the vale ; the bridal bowers prepare, 

“ And hail with joy Menalcas’ tuneful heir. 

€i Thou, Tityrus, of swains the pride and grace, 

“ Shall clasp soft Daphne in thy fond embrace ; 
ic And thou, young Colin, in thy willing arms 
<c Shalt fold my Hyla, fair in native charms: «. 

<c O’er these sweet plains divided empire hold, 
c< And to your latent race transmit an age of gold. 

M What splendid visions rise before my sight, 

i 

€t And fill my aged bosom with dclighi!,. 

“ * Henceforth of wars and conquest shall you sing, 

€t Arms and the Man in every clime shill ring : 

“ Thy muse, bold Maro, Tityrus no more, 

* s Shall \ell of chiefs that left the Phrygian shore, 

€t Sad Dido’s love, and Venus’ wandering son, 

“ The Latians vanquish’d, and Lavinia wont* 

NOTE. 

* This prophecy of Menalcas alludes to the iEncid of Virgil, and the 
pairy-Queen. of Spensci. 
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Afld thou, O Colin, heaven-defended youth, 

c * Shalt hide in fiction’s f eil the charms of truth; 

w Thy notes the sting of sorrow shall beguile, 

“ Ana smooth thtf brow of anguish till it smile ; 

• • • 

“ Notes, that a sweet Elysian dream can raise. 

And lea^ th’ enchanted soul through fancy’s*maze; 

€€ Thy verse^hall shijie wtth Gloriana’s name, 

“ And fill the world with Britain’s endless fame.” 

• *• 

* To Tityrus then he*gatfe the sacred flute. 

And bade his sons their blushing brides salute ; 

Whilst all the trairt'a lay of trjumph sung, 

Till mountains echo’d, and till valleys rung. 

f While thus with mirth they tun’d the nuptial strain, 
A youth, too late, was hastening o’er the plain. 

Clad in a flowing vest of azure hue ; 

• # , • 

% Blue were his sandals, and hjs girdle blu^; 

A slave, ill-dress\J and mean, T>ehfnd him bore 

• • 

An osier-basket, fill’d with fishy ^store*; 

•The lobster with his sable armour bold; 

* • • a 

The tasteful multet deck’d with scales of gold ; • 
IMITATIONS. 

* The good old man leaped from ^is throne, and, after 

he had embraced him, presented him to his daughter, 
which caused a general acclamation. • 9 

f While they were in the midst of tlfbir joy, they 
were surprised with a very odd appearance. A person, 
in a blue mantle, crowned with sedges and rushes, 
stepped into the midst of the ring. • He had an*angling 
• NOTE. 

J Sfee Sannazaro, Ongaro, Phincas*Flctcher, anJ other wriiers # of 
piscatory eclogues. 

VOL. VIII. 
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Bright perch, the tyrants of the finny breed* 

And greylings sweet, that crop the fragrant weed ; 

Among them shells of many a tint appear ; 

* 

* The heart of Venus, and her pearly car * 

The nautilus, on curling billows born ; 

And scallops, by the wandering pilgrim worn ; 

• > u 

Some dropp’d with silver, some with purple dye * 
With all the race that seas or streams supply; 

A net and angle o’er his shoulder hung: 

Thus was the stranger clad, and thus he sung : 

** Ah ! lovely damsel, leave thy simple sheep ; 
te ’Tis sweeter in the sea-worn rock to sleep: 

u 

“ There shall thy line the scaly shoals betray. 

And sports, unknown before, beguile the day; 

“ To. guide o’er rolling waves the dancing skiff, 
c ' Or pluck the samphire from th’ impending cliff : 


IMITATIONS. 

rod in his hand, a pannier upon his ,back; and a poor 
meagre wretch in wet clothe., carried »qmu oysters before 
him. Being asked, whehce he came, and w hat he was, 
he told them he was come to invite Amaryllis from the 
plains to the sea-shore; that his substance consisted in 
sea-calves; and that he^ was acquainted with the Nereids 
and Naiads. ** Art thou acquainted with the Naiads ?” 
said Menalcas, “ to them shalt thou return.” The shep- 
herds immediately hoisted him up as an enemy to Area- 

NOTE. 

• Peniu's heart and tenus’ s cur arc the names of two very beautiful 
shells. 
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u My rapturous notes the blue-ey’d Nereids praise, 

* ^ And silver-footed Naiads hear my lays.** 

To them, MenalcaS s^id, thy numbers pour; 

tc In^ilt our flocks and blissful vale's no more.” 

He spoke; the heralds knew their sovereign’s will* 

*And hurl’d the fisher down the sloping hill : 

Headlong ^ plung’d # bene^th tLe liquid plain, 

(But not a nymph receiv’d the falling swain) ; 

Then, dropping, r6Se ; and, 4ike the rushing wind. 

Impetuous fled, nor cast a look behind : 

* He sought the poplar^d \>anks of winding Po, 

But shunn’d the meads where Ladon’s waters flow. 

f Ere through nine radiant signs the flaming sun 

His course resplendent in the Zodiack run. 

The royal damsels, bashful now no more. 

Two lovely*boys on one glad momiryr bore ; 

From blooming Daphne fair Alexis sprung, . 

* • » 

And Colinet on Hyla’s bosom hung; • 

# IMITATIONS. 

dia, and plunged him in jhe river, where he sunk* and 
was neve£ heard of since. 

f Amyntas # and Amaryllis lived a long arid Jiappy life* 
and governed the vales of Arcadia. Their generation 
was very long-1 wed, # there havyig been but four descents 
in above two thousand years. His heir was called Theo- 
critus, who left l*is dominions to Virgil. Virgil left hi9 
to his son Spenser, and Spenser was succeeded by his 

eldest-born Pfiilips. . 

NOTE. 

* Thi* alludes to the Latin ^compositions of ^sannazarius ;.\?hich have 
jyreat merit in their kiryl. 
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Both o’er the vales of sweet Arcadia reign’d. 

And both the manners of their sires retain’d : 

* Alexis, fairer than a mom of May, 

In glades and forests tun’d his rural lay. 

More soft than rills that through the valley Row, 

Or vernal* gales that o’er the violets blow ; 

He sung the tender woes of artless ^wains. 

Their tuneful contests, and their amorous pains; 
When early ‘spring has wak’d the breathing flowers. 
Or winter hangs with frost the silvery bowers : 

•{ But Colinet in ruder numbers tells-' 

The loves of rusticks, and fair-boding spells ; 

Sings how they simply pass the livelong day. 

And softly mourn, or innocently play. 

Since them no shepherd rules th’ Arcadian mead, 
Bvt silent hangs Menalcas’ fatal reed‘. 


NOTES. 

• See Pope’s pastorate, 
t See the Shepherd's Week, of Gay; „ 
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THE GAME AT CHESS. 

A POEM. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


THE first idea of the following piece was 
taken from a Latin poem of Vida, en- 
titled Scacciha L\jdus, which was trans^ 
latcd into Italian by Marino, and inserted in 
the fifteenth Canto of his Adonis : the au- 
thor thought it fair to make an acknow- 
ledgment in the notes for the passages 
which he borrowed from those two poets ; 
but he must also do them the justice to de- 
clare, that* most of the descriptions, and the 
whole story of C(iissa, which is written in 
imitation of Ovid, are his own, and their 
faults must be imputed to him only. The 
characters in the poem are no. less imaginary 
than those in the episode ; in which the in- 
vention of Chess is poetically ascribed to 
Mars* ‘though it is certain that the game 
was originally brought from India. 
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OF armies on the chequer’d field array'd, 

And guilds# war in pleasing form display'd ; 

When two bftld kin^? contend with vain alarms. 

In ivory this, and that in ebon arms; # 

** , • • 

Sing, sportive maids, that haunt the sacred hill 

Of Pindus, and the fam’jj. Pierian rill, 
f Thou, joy of all below, and all above. 

Mild Venus, queen of laughter, queen of love; 

Leatfe thy bright island, where ononany a rose 
And many a pink thy blooming train repose : 

Assist me, goddess ! since a lovely pair # 

Command my song, like thee divinely fair. 

• • . • # 

Near yon cool streayi, whose living jvaters play. 

And rise translucent in the solar. ray ; 

Beneath the covert. of a fragrant bower, 

Where spring’s soft influeftce purpled every flower; 
- 

IMITATIONS. 

Ludimus effigiem belli, simulataque veris 
Praelia, buxo aciesffictas, efr llidicra regna: 

Ut gemini intense regas, albusque«iig[brque. 

Pro laude qppositi certent bicoloribus armis. 

Dicite, Seriades Nymphie, certiqnina tanta. . Vida . 

ASncadum genitrix, hominum divumque voluptas, 
Alma Venus! & c. Lucretius* 
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Two smiling nymphs reclin’d in calm retreat. 

And envying blossoms crowded round their seat: 

Here Delia was enthron’d, and by her side 
The sweet Sirena, both in beauty’s pride : 

Thus shine two roses, fresh with early bloom. 

That from their native stalk dispense perfume; 

Their leaves unfolding io the dawning day t 
Gems of the glowing mead, and e^es of M*y. 

A band of youths and damsels sat around. 

Their flowing locks with braided myrtle bound ; 
Agatis, in the graceful dance admir’d. 

And gentle Thyrsis, by the muse inspir’d ; 

With Sylvia, fairest of the mirthful train ; 

And Daphnis, doom’d to love* yet love in vain. 

Now, whilst a purer blush o’erspreads her cheeks. 

With soothing accents thus Sirena speaks: t 

44 The meads and lawns are ting’d with beamy light, 
44 And wakeful lax^cs begin their vocal flight ; 

(< Whilst on each bank .the dewdrops sweetly smile; 

What sport, my Delia, shall the hours beguile ? 

44 Shall heavenly notes, prolong’d with various art, 

44 Charm the fond ear, and warm the raptr.rous heart ? 
iC At distance shall we view the sylvan chace? 

44 Or cjtfch with silken lines the finny race?” 

Then ‘Delia thus: 44 Or rather, since, we meet 
44 By chance assembled in this cool retreat, 

44 In artful contest let our warlike train 
1 o’er the colour’d plain ; 
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cc Daplmis, who taught us first, the play shall guide; 

<c Explain its laws, and o’er the field preside : 

<€ No prize we need, our ardour to inflame; 

<c Wtf.fi ght with pleasure, if we fight for fame.” 

The tiyxnph ^consents : the maids and youths prepare 
To view the combat, and the sport to share; 

But Dapknijppiost approv’d the fyold design. 

Whom Love instructed, and the tuneful Nine. 

He rose, and on the cedar table plac’d 
A polish’d board, with differing colours grac’d; 

* Squares eight times tfight in equal order lie ; 

These bright as snow, those da*k with sable dye; 

Like the broad target by the tortoise born, 

Or like the hid^by spotted jpanthers worn. 

Then from a chest, with harmless heroes stor’d, 

* O’er th^ smooth plain two well-wrought hosts he pour’d; 
The champions burn’d their rivals to assail, 
f Twice eight in black j twice eight in ipilkwhlte mail; 


. -IMITATIONS. 

• • 

* Sexaginta insunt et quatuor prdine sedes 
Octonoj par*e ex omni, via limite quadrat 
Ordinibus paribus; necnon forma omnibus una 
Sedibus, sequa^e et spatiym, sed non color unus: 
Alternant semper variae, sufteuntque vicissim 
Albentes nigris;*testudd picta superb e 
Qualia deve*o gestat discrimina tergo. Vida . 

I Agmina bin a* pari numeroflue, etfviribus acquis, 

Bis nivca cum veste octo, totidemqye ni grand. 

Ut varise facies, paritef sunt^et sua cuique 
Nomina, diversum munus, non sequa potestas. 


Fid*. 
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In shape and station di fferent, as in name. 

Their motions various, nor their power the same. 

Say muse! (for Jove has nought from thee conceal’d) 
Who form’d the legions on the level held ? 

High in the midst th^ reverend kings appear, ( 

And o’er the rest their pearly scepters rear : 

One solemn step, majestically slow, 

They gravely move, and shun the dangerous, foe ; 

If e’er they call, the watchful subjects spring. 

And die with rapture if they save their king; 

On him the glory of the day depends. 

He once imprison’d, all tlia conflict ends. 

The queens exulting near their consorts stand; j 
Each bears a deadly falchion in her hand; , 

Now here, now there, they bound with furious pride. 
And thin the trembling ranks from side to side; 

Swift as Camiila flying o’er the main. 

Or lightly skimming o’er the dewy plain: 

Fierce as they seem, some bold Plebeian spear 
May pierce their shield, or stop their full career. 

TKe variant guards, their miwds on havock bent. 

Fill the next squares, and watch the royal fenty 

% r i 

Though weak their spears, though dwarfish be their 
Jieight, 

* Compact they enove, the bulwark of the fight. 

NOTE. 

* The chief art in the Tacticks of Chess consists in the nice conduct of 
n 

the royal pawns; in supporting them against every attack; and, if they 
are taken, hi supplying their places with others equally supported: a prin- 
ciple, on which the success of the game in great measure depends, though 
it seems to be omitted by the very accurate Vida. 
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To "right and left the martial wings display 

• • 

'Jheir shining arms, and stand in close array. 

Behold, four archers, ejiger to advance, 

Sen£ the light reed, and rush with^sidelong glance ; 
Through angles ever they assault the. foes. 

True to the colour, which at first they chose. 

Then fouTfbold knights for counage •fam’d and speed. 

Each knight exalted *on a prancing steed: 

* Their arching course no vulgar limit knpws, 

• • * 

Transverse they leap, and aim insidious blows: 

Nor friends, nor foes’, tficir rapid force restrain, 

By one quick bound two changing squares they gain; 
From varying hues renew the fierce attack, 

Arifl rush from black to white, from white to black. 

Four solemn elephants the sides defend ; 

Beneath tfyc load of ponderous towers # thev bend: 

In one unalter’d line they terftpt thfc fight f 

• • • , 

Now crush the left, and now overwhelm the ri ^iit. 

Bright in the front the dauntlets soldiers raise 
Their polish’d spears; their steely helmets blaze: 
Prepar’d they stand the flaring foe to strike. 

Direct $ieir«progress, but their wounds oblique. 

• • * 

IMITATIONS. 

• • # 

* II cavallo leggiei* per dritta lista. 

Come gli altr», V arrihgo unqua rion feqjle, 

Ma la lizea attraversa, e fiero in vista 
Curvo in giro, e lunato il saltfc stende, 

E sempre nel saltar due case acquista, 

Ou el colore abbandona, e questo prende. 

M Grind) Adopt* * 1 5 . 
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Now swell th’ embattled troops with hostile rage, ( 
And clang their shields, impatient to engage ; 

When Daphnis thus: A varied plain behold. 

Where fairy kings the’r mimick tents unfold, 

As Oberon, and Mab, his wayward queen., 

* Lead forth their armies on the daisied green. 

No mortal hand the wonderous sport contrivYli 

' t ** * 9 t . 

By Gods invented, and from Gods deriv’d: 

* From them, ;he British nymphs receiv’d the game. 
And play each mom beneath the crystal Thame; 

t * 

Hear then the tale, which they to Colin sung. 

As idling o’er the lucid wave he hung. 

A lovely Dryad rang’d the Thracian wild, 

Her air enchanting, and her aspect mild ; 

To chase the bounding hart was all her joy, 

Averse from Hymen, and the Cyprian boy ; 

O’er hills and valleys was her beauty fam’d. 

And fair Caissa was the damsel nam’d. 

Mars saw the maid; with deep surprize he gaz’d. 
Admir’d her shape, and every gesture prais ? d: 

His golden bow the child of Venus bent. 

And througfcTiis breast a piercing arrow sent: 

The reed was Hope; ]the feathers, keen Desire; 

The point, her eyes; the barbs, ethereal fire. 

■ ■ * , a - - 

IMITATIONS. 

* Quae quondam sub aquis gaudent spectacla tucri 
Nereides, vastique omnis geil's accola ponti; 

SiquanBo placidum mare, e: humid a regna quierunt. 

Vida . 
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Soon to thfe nymph he pour’d his tender strain; 
r Ae haughty Dryad scorn’d his amorous pain : 

He tQld his woes, wher<?er the maid he found. 

And syll he press’d, yet still Caissa Tfrown’d ; 

But eVn her frowns (ah, what might smiles have done!) 

JRV’d all his soul, and all his senses won. 

« • • 

He left his c^r, by raging tigers drawn. 

And lonely wander’d o’er the dusky lawn; 

Then lay desponding near a Tnurnniring stream. 

And fair CaTssa was Inc plaintive theme. 

• • 

A Naiad heard hint “from her mossy bed, 

• And through the crystal rais’d her placid head; 

The© mildly spake: 44 O thou, whom love inspires, 

44 Thy tears will nourish, not allay thy fires.* 

44 The^smiling blossoms drink the pearly dew; 

44 And ripening fruit the feather’d r^ce pursue; 

44 The scaly shcals devour fhe* silken weeds ;• 

• • 

44 Love on our sighs, and on our sorrtfw feeds. 

S 4 Then weep no more; but, .ere thou canst obtain 
44 Balm to thy wVunds, a^d solace to thy pain,. 

44 With gentle art thy martial look beguile; 

B • * 

44 Be mild, and teach thy rugged brow to sifttlfc. 

44 Canst thou no play, no^soothing me devise, 

44 To make the<* lovely in the damsel’s eyes? 

• • • 

44 So may thy prayers assuage the scornful (feme. 

44 And ev’n Cjfissa own a mutual flame.” 

44 Kind nymph, said Mars, "thy counsel I approve, 

44 Art, only art, her ruthless breast can move. 
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€c But when ? or how ? Thy dark discourse explain : 

“ So may thy stream ne’er swell with gushing rain ; 

€< So may thy waves in one pure’ current flow, 

4< And flowers eternal on thy border blow!” 

To whom the maid replied with smiling mien : 
u Abo^'e the palace of the Paphian queen 

T * c \ 

€c * Love’s brother dwells, e boy of graceful port* 
u % gods nam’d Euphron, and by mortals Sport : 

Seek hiftij to faithful ears unfold' thy grief, 

“ And hope, ere morn return, a sweet relief 
f< His temple hangs below tlie azure skies ; 

€t Seest thou yon argent cloud ? ’Tis there it lies/’ 

This said, she sunk beneath the liquid plain, 

And sought the mansion of her blue-hair *d train. 

Meantime the god, elate with heart-felt joy, 

Llad reach’d the temple of the sportful boy* 

He told Caissa’s charms, Ill's kindled lire, 

The Naiad’s counsel, and his warm desire. 

** Be swift, he added, gr e my passion aid; 

tf A god requests.” — He sp^ke, and .Sport obey’d. 

He fram’d a tablet of celestial mold, 

Inlay’d With squares of silver and of gold ; 

Then of two metals form’d the warlike band. 

That Here compact in show of battle s+and ; 

IMITATIONS. 

# Ecco cl’ astuto ingegno, e pronta mano 
G'trzon, che sempre scherza, e vola ratto, 

Gioco s’apella, ed e d’ amor germano* Marino , Adonc. 1 5*. 
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He taught the rules that guide the pensive game, 

• * 

And call’d it Cassa from the Dryad’s name: 
(WJhence Albion’s sons, who most its praise confess. 
Approv’d the play, and nam’d it thoughtful Chess.) 

q ft 

The god delighted thank’d indulgent Sport 5 
, Then grac’d the board, and left his airy court* 
With radiant feet hg pierc’d the clouds ; nor stay’d. 
Till in the woods lie saw the beauteous maid: 

Tir’d with the cliase the d3msel sat reclin’3. 

Her girdle loose, her bosom unconfin’d. 

• • 

He took the figufd of a wantpn Faun, 

And stood before her on the flowery lawn; 

Thpn show’d Jiis tablet : pleas’d the nymph survey’d 

The lifeless troops in glittering ranks display’d ; 

She ask’d the wily sylvan to explain 
• • 

The various motions of the s^endid train ^ 

With eager hea^t she caught* the* winning l(Sre, 

• • 

And thought ev’n Maas less hateful fhan before: 

. “ What spell, said she, deceiv’d my careless mind? 
“ The god wasVair, anti I was most unkind.”* 

She spoke, and saw the chariging Faun assume 

• * 

A milder aspect, and a fairer bloom ; 

His wreatliing # horns, that from his*temples grew. 

• . • • 

Flow’d down in curls of bright celestia^hue; 

The dappled hairs, that veil’d his loveless Ace, 
Blaz’d into beams, and show’d a ^heavenly gwee; 
The shaggy hide, that mantled o’er his breast; 

Was soften’d to a smooth transparent vest. 
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That through its folds his vigorous bosom shoo’d, * 
And nervous limbs, where youthful ardour glow’d : 
(Had Venus view’d him in those blooming charms, 
Not Vulcan’s net had forc’d her from his arms.) 
With goatlike feet no more he mark’d the ground. 
But braided flowers his silken sandals bound. 

The Dryad blush’d; and, as he press’d her, smil’d. 
Whilst all his cares one tender glance beguil’d. 

He ends: To arms , the mfiids»and striplings cry; 
To arms % the groves and sounding ’-ales reply, 

Sircna led to war the swarthy crew, ‘ 

And Delia those that bore the lily’s hue. 

Who first, O muse, began the bold attack; 

The white refulgent, or the mournful black f 
Fair Delia first, as favouring lots ordain, 

JV^oves her pale legions tow’rd the sable train : 

From thought to thought 'her lively fancy flies. 
Whilst o’er the board she darts Ver sparkling eye?. 

At length the warriour moves with haughty stride 
Who from the plain the snow*/ king divides • 

With equal haste his swarthy rival bounds; 

His quiver Httles, and his buckler sounds : 

hapless youths, with fatal warmth vou burn; 
Laws, ever fix’d* forbid you to return. 

Then from the wing a short-liv’d spearman flies. 
Unsafely bold, and see ! he dies, he dies : 

The dark-brow’d hero, with one vengeful blow 
Of life and place deprives his ivory foe. 



CAISSA. 


31 $ 


Now»rush« both armies o’er the burnish'd field. 
Hurl the swift dart, and rend the bursting shield. 
Ilcr^ furious knights orf fiery coursers prance. 

Here archers spring, and lofty towers* advance. 

A • # 

But see ! the wlfite-rob’d Amazon beholds 

Where the dark host its opening van unfolds t 
" K * \ • 

Soon as her eye discerns the hostile maid, 

• • 

By ebon shield, andtrbon helm betray’d; 

Seven squares she‘])a$se$#wit*h majestick miefh. 

And stands tritunnhanj: o’er the falling queen. 

Perplex’d, and sorrowing at his consort’s fate, 

.’Hie monarch burn’d with rage, despair, and hate: 

Swift from his zone th’ avenging \>lade he drew,. 

• • • 

And, mad with ire, the proud virago slew. 

Meanwhile sweet-smiling Delia’s wary king 

Retir’d frorn fight behind his circling wing. ^ 

Long time the war in eqinl balance hung;# 

Till, unforeseen, an ivorj^ courser sprung, 

And, wildly prancing in an evjl hour, 

Attack’d at once tjie monarch and the tower : 

Sirena blush’d; for, as the rules requir’d. 

Her injur^l sovereign to his tent retir’d; 

Whilst her lost castle leaves his threatening height,, 

9 * • 

And adds new glpry fo th’ exfllting knight. 

At this, pale feal oppress’d the drooping raaii. 

And on her clieek the rose began to fade: 

• » 

A crystal tear, that stood prepar’d to Fall,. 

She wip’d in silence, and. concea/d from all;. 


vo^. vnu 
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From all but Daphnis: lie remark’d her pain.; 
And saw the weakness of her ebon train ; 

Then gently spoke: Let me your loss supply, 

“ And either nobly win or nobly die* 

<c Me oft has fortune crown’d with fair success, 

“ And ied to triumph in the fields of Chess.” 

He said: the willing nymph her place resign’d. 
And sat at distance on the bank reclin’d. 

Thus when Minerva call'd her .chief ro arms. 

And Troy’s high turret shook with dire alarms, 
'The Cyprian goddess wounded left the plain. 

And Mars engag’d a mightier force in vain. 

Straight Daphnis leads his squadron to the field 
(To Delia’s arms ’tis ev’n a joy to yield.) 

Each guileful snare, and subtle art he tries, 

But finds his art less powerful than her eyes : 
Wisdom and strength. superiour charms obey; 

And beauty, beauty, wins the long-fought day. 

By this a hoary chiefj on sj aught er bent, 
Approach’d the gloomy king’s unguar^Jed tent ; 
Where, late, his consort spread dismay around. 
Now her'dark corse lies bleeding on the ground. 
Hai), happy youth \ thy glories not unsung 
Shall live eternal on the poet’s tongue; 

For thou shalt soon receive a splendid change. 
And o’er the plain with nobler fury range. 

The swarthy leaders saw the storm impend. 

And strove in vain their sovereign to defend: 
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Th’ invader wav’d his silver lance in air, 

• • 

And flew like lip liming to the fatal square; 

His limbs dilated in a moment grew 

To stately height, and widen’d to tha view: 

More fierce his # loek, more lion-like his ‘mien. 

Sublime he mov’d, and seem’d a warriour queen-; 

As when the^ftge on some unfolding plant 

Has caught a wanderirjg fly, or frugal ant, 

Ilis hand the microscppick frame applies. 

And lo! a bright-liair’d monster meets his eyes; 

He secs new plumes in sleftdcr cases roll’d; 

Here stain’d with azure, there bedropp’d with gold; 

Thus, on the alter’d chief both armies gaze. 

And both the kings are fix’d* with deep amaze. 

The sword, which arm’d the snow-white maid before ; 

He now Assumes, and hurls the spear no more; 

Then springs indignant on thg chirk-rob’d band. 

And knights and arclierS feel his deadly liand. 

Now flies the monarch of the sable*shield, 

® • 

His legions vanquish!.!, o’er the lonely field: 

• • 

* So when the morn, by rosy epursers drawn. 

With pcarlfl»and\tibies sows the verdant lawn,, 


IMITATIONS. 

— -Medio* rex sequore inermis 

Constitit amissis sociis; veil# setheft in alto 
Expulit ardentes flammas ubi lutea bigis 
Q 3 
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Whilst eafch pale star from heaven’s blue vault retires, 
Stiil Venus gleams, and last of ail expires. 

He hears, where’er he moves, the dreadful sound ; 

Cleck the deep vale's, and Check the woods rebound. 

N. p ace remains: he sees the certain 1 * fate. 

And yields his throne to ruin , and Checkmate. 

A brighter blush o’erspr^ads the damsel’s cheeks, 

And mildly thus the conquer’d stripling speaks: 

“ A double ttiumph, Delia, hast thou won, 
te By Mars protected, and by Venus’ sen ; 

“ The first with conquest crowns *hy matchless art, 

“ The second points those eyes at DaphmV heart.” 

She smil’d, the nymphs and amorous youths ari.se, 

And own, that beauty gain’d the nobler prize. 

Low in their chest the mimick troops were lav’d, 
tf And peaceful slept the sabje hero’s shade. 

* IMITATIONS. 

Lucifcris Aurora, tuus pulcherriinus ignis 
Lucet adhuc, Venus, et coelo mox ult’mus exit. 

Via vcr. (>(M 

• A parody of the ^ast ’i h in Po. t’s tran«*lat\;n of.jhe Ilsad, 

And p accful slept the mighty Hector’s shade.” 



CARMINUM LIBER 


I. ODC SINICA. 

A IDES ut agros dulpe gemmatos lavet* 

Argenteus riti kitex; 

Vi rifles ut aura stridulo modulamin? 

Arundijies lftterstrepat : 

Sic, sic, amoeno cincte.virtutum choro 
Princeps, amabiiitor nitcs. 

Lit maxi mo laborc, Sc arte maxima 
Eflingit artifex ebur. 

Sic ad belli *»nitatem arnica civiitm 
Blande bguras pectora. 

Ut delicata genunulam exportt manus 
Fulgr>r<5 lucent cm aureo. 

Sic civitatem milium gaudes tuam 
Ornare morurn lumine. 

O quam verenda micat hi oculis lenitas!^ 

Minantur & ridem simul. 

O quanta pnlchro dqfnitas vulfau patet, 

• • 

Et quant us incessu decor! 

Scilicet, am*rno\incte virtutum choro 
Princeps, amabiiitor nites. 

Annon per omne,%eri# instar, seculum 
Memoria floresce* tui ? 

• II. ODE P™*K\£. 

JAM rosa purpureum caput explicat. Adsit, amici, 
Suavis voluptatum cohors : 

S?c monuere senes. 
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Nunc Iaeti sumusj at citius beta avolat aetas, 

Qftin sacra muteinus mero 
Stragula nectareo? 

Dulce gemit zephyms: ridentem mitte puellam* 
Quam moili in amplexu tenens 
Poctola lscta bibam. 

Tange chelyn. Saevit fortuna; at mitte querelas: 
Cur non canoros barbiti 
Eiicimus modulos? 

En! florum regina nitet rosa. Fundite vini. 
Quod amoris extinguat face'm, 

Nectareos latices. 

JSuave loquens Philomela vocor : qui fiat ut umbra 
Tectus rosarum nexili 
(Veris avis) taceam? 

IJL ALTERA. 

AFFElv seyphos, & dulcd rideii'is meri 
Purpureas latices 
Effunde largius, puer. 

Nam vinum amures lenit adolescentium, 
DifE^ilesque scnum 
Emollit segritudines. 

Solem -Tierum semulatur, & lunam calix; 
Nectateis foveat 
Die luna solem amplexibis. 

Flammas nitentes sparge: vini scilicet 
Fervidioris a quam 
Flammae nitentis aemulam. 
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Quod si rpsarum fragiiis avolat decor, 

• * Sparge, puer, liquidas 
Vjni rubescentis rosaS. 

Si devium Philomela deserit nemu*% 

Pucula l$et:f can ant 
•Non elaboratum melos. 

Injurinsx spcrnc fortune minas; 

• • # 

Lxtaque ma-stkium 

Dcpelht informan cheiy’s* 

Somnus beatos, somntis amplexus dabit: 

Da mi hi dulcfc mefuin 
Somnum quod ailiciat Ieve*n. 

Duke est maderc vino. Da calitfes novos, 

XTt placida madidus 
Oblivione pcrfruar. 

Scyphmn affcr alterum, pucr, cteinde alterum: 

Seu vctitum fuerit. 

Amice, seu licitum "bibam, 

tv. OD£* ARABIC A. 

AD TABdl.LUM. 

DULCI tristitiam vir o lavere, aut, nitente luna, 
Multa rcclifies ip ros* 

Urgero blandis jasculis puellas; 

Ant, dum prstfa lovi pulsat pedc delicata virgo 
Comam rfcnodans aurcam, 

Molli cupidinis tepere flamma: 

• • 

Aut, dum bland* aures recreat lvra, floreo sub antr 
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Ad suave zephyrorum melos 
Rore advocati spargier soporis: 
llxc ver purpureuin dat gaudia, comis & ju\ent: 
llis, mite dum tcmpus favet, 

Decet vac-are, dumque ridel annus. 
Quicunqv.c aut rerum domini sumus, aut graves 
Curas egestatis pali, 

Dcbemur asperse, FabuIIc, morti. 

V- AD LAiLIUM. 

VESTIMENTA tuis grata sororibus.* 

Et doncni lapklcs, quos vel alit Tagi 
Fluctus, vel celer unia 
Ganges aurifcra lavit, 

Laeli, si mea sit dives opum donuts-: 

Qrid mittam addubito. Scilicet haud mea 
Servo carmina blandis * 

Ny.npharum auribus insolens. 

Quorum tu potior pectora candidis 
Mulces alloquiis, te potiorem ainat 
Musa, utcunque puellx 
Pulsas j Police iides. 

Quin illis acies mittere commodus 
Torn atas'm edit or, qua; bicoioribus 
Armis coivpiciendae 

Bella innoxia destinant; 

Qualis propter aquas aut Lacedsemom 
Eurotx gelidas, aut Tiberis vada. 


is. 


coacti 
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Cojnlcum manus albis 

• * Nigrans certat oloribus- 

Cur non sub viriJi ludiifms ilicis 

Umbra suppositi? Die veniat genis « 

• • 
Ridens Lyflia*pulcliris, 

Et saltare deccns Chloe: 

Die reddant mihi me. # Li^lite, virginesj 

Me testudineis ant \*enercm modis 

Dicente, am juvenilis • 

Telum dulce Cupidinis. 

VI. AD LUlfAM. 

CCELI dulcc nitens deebs, 

Lenta lora manu, Cynthia, corripc: 

Ful&irse fecta peto Chices, 

Et labrum rosco ncctarc su^vius. 

Non predator ut iihprobus, 

■ • ^ 

Persylvas propero, te duce, deviasj 
Nec, dum lux»radlat tua,* 
Ultricem^meditor figere cuspidem. 

Quem*tu, mitis Amor, semel 
Placatum tepid a lenieris face, 

^ Ilium deseruij furor, 

Et telum faciii difeidit e manu. 

Nec delicta per & nefas 
Furtiva immerittis gaudia ptersequor* 
Blanda victa Cliloe pgrece 
Pepjum rejiciet purpureum lib$ns. 
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VII. AD VENEREM. 
ORO te teneri blanda Cupidinis 
Plater, cceruleis edita fluctibus, 

Quse grati fruticeta’accolis Idali, 

Herbosamque Amathimta, Sc viridem Crriddn, 
Oro, Pywha, meis cedat amoribus. 

Qua; nunc, Taenaria immitior jcsculo, 
Moerentis I-icini sollicitum meios 
Ridet. Noi/liquidse carmirne t^bise, 

Non illam A£oliis illacrymabilem 
Plectris dimoveat, lenis ut ardiiarA 
Cerviccm tepidum ilectat ad'osculum. 
(Quantum est & vacuis nectar in osculi.^!) 
Quod si carminibus mitior applicet 
Aures ilia meis, si (rigidum gelu 
T« solvente) pari me tepeat face, 

Te propter liquidum fomic*uli*vitrum, 

Ponam dbnspicuo naarmore lucid am, 

Te cantans Paphiam, teque .Amathusiam 
Pcllam gnjmineum ter pede cespitem. 

Turn nigranti liedcra Sc tempora laurea 
Cingam, tulK? hilares eliciam modes: 

i 

At nnne me juvenuifl prsetereuntium 
• • * 

Ale ridet, fcomi turn cactus amabilis; 

Et ludens pu®rorum in pi ate is coliors 

Ostcxidit digitis me, quia langueq 

Demissis oculis, me, quia somiiia 

Abrupta Haud facili virgine saliciucti 

Mpnstrant, 8c viola pallidior gena. 
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VIJL AD EANDEM. 
PETR.fI DO ridens Erycina vultu, 

Seu Joci mater, tenerrqfce Amoris, 

>Sea Paphl regina potens, Cyprique* 
JLaetior audis, 

# L«nque jucundain Cnidon, & coruscum 
Dirit-ens currum levis huc.vocanti. 

Hue \em, & tecum properet soiuto 
C'rine Thalia.* 

Jam venis ! nubes plqpidi serenas 
Fasseres iindunt; super" afbicantes 
Dum volant sylvas, celeresque versant 
9 Leniter alas. 

Rursus ad caelum fugiunt. Sed alma 
D nice subrid ens facie, loquelam 
Ivlelle conditam liquido jacentis 
Fundis in aurerr* 

<c Qua tepes, inquis, Lyini, puella, 
Lucidis venanti oculis amantes ? 

“ Cur doces m&stas resqnare lucum, 

“ Care ^querelas? 

4< Dona si ridet tua, dona mittet ; 

“ Sivc te molij roseos per hortos 
Hinnulo vitat levior, seqiletur 
€i Ipsa fugacem.” 

Per tuos oro^dea mitis, ignes. 

Pectus ingratse rigidum Corinnae 
Lenias. Et te, V enus ^alma^ amort 
* Forsit Adonis. 



s;4 


EX FEUDUSII 


EX FERDUSII POET^S PERSICI POEMATE 
IIEROICO. 

SAMUS, tit auratojcinctum diadcmate regem 

Vidit ovans, excels? ferob.it ad atria gressu n„ij 

Quein rex ad merit ;is faciiis provexit honores, 

Et secum in solio jui-eit cojisidcrc eburneo, • 

Cadato rutiianti atiro, insertisqiie pyrosis. 7 

Magnauimurq aSatus turn biandu. heroli loquela, 

Multa super sociis, super armis mult a rogabat. 

Jam, quantos aleret tcllus Ilyrcana gigantas. 

Jam, qua parta manu nova sit victoria Persis: 

Cui dux hate memori parens cst voce loemus. 

Venimus ad castra liostilis, rex maxime, gentis; 

Gens est dura, ferox; non asper.i sx*vior errat 

Per dumeta leo, non sylva tigris in atra; 

Non equus in Ixtis Arabutn it velocior agris. 

Cum subito trepidam prevenit rumor in urbem 

Adventare acicm, queruli per tecta, per arces, 

Auditi gemitus, & non lietabile murmur: 

Ilicet a; rat a fulgentes casside tin-mas 

Eduxere viri } pars vastos fusa per agros, 

* 

^Pars monte in rigido, nut depressa valle sedebnt: 

Horruit acre acies, tantseque a pulvere nubes 

Exortx, ut pulchrum tegeret juhar setkerius sol. 

Quale in arenoso nigraruin colie Iaborat 

Fonnicarum agmen, c^ngestaque farra reponir; 

Aut qualis culicum leviter stridentibus alis 
" • 

Turba volans, tenues cict importuna susurros; 

Tales prosiluere. Nepos ante qgmina Salmi 
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Ccucuis emicuit, quo non fait ardua pinus 

VlKiur, aul vernans excelso in monte cupressus. 

Al,»V. ....rum arttis-gcRdii formidinc solvi 

Argun .c tremor, & laxato in corporc pallor: 

• • 

Hoc vid», vSlido torquens liastile lacerto 

Per medir.s jusii, duce me, penetrare phalangas; 

lrrnir .iiarirs sonipes^ ceu*torvus in arvis 

j\ tbmpum Iv * elfphas, ncque sensit liabenam: 

^liiiribus v:ies rc?Jiere,.& pristina virtus. "• 

Ac vehit, und.'.n: is jum surgant flumina Nili, 

Et refluant, avid** baud V.ijucunda colonis, 

Pinguia frupiferi.-. implentifr fluctibus arva; 

Sic terra inmimeris agitata cst*illa catervis : 

* • • 

Cum strepitum atidierit no strum, ingcntemqtie fragoren* 
Fiudemis galeas & fcrrea scuta bipernis, 

Ccrciui, fmrriiico comidetta loca vas^, bortu, 

• • • 

In me llexit equum, me srtwFdwensc petelyt, 

Capri - . *n«vp:e arcto*\ oluit constringjre no do: ■ 

* • 

Frustra* rv.un, limans habdem nec segniter arcum, 
Populeas mi-i •Juro mucrftne sagittal, 

FLimmarun rin.i, aiU per nubila ful minis acu: 

Il!e taAicn cderi ruil impete, nosque mcnnuies 
Increpitat, letuni minitans, rigidawc catenas: 

TJt verb accc51.it ’fioienti tfci^iinis instar, « 

Pulsus ut & cRpeus clypco est, Sc* cassid^ cassis 

Ilium insurgent cm, dirumque infligere vulnus 

• ^ 

Conantem, arripui, qua tiiscolor ilia cinxit 

Balteus, & rutilis subtfiexa est fibula baccis. ■ 

Sfrenua turn vaiido inolimine brachia versanS 
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E stratis evulsi equitem, qui pronus, inermis, 
Decidit, & rabido frendens campum ore momordit 
Fectora cui nivea, & ferrata cuspids costas 
Transfix! i, madid am defluxit sanguis in herbam 
Purpureus, tristisque dapsa est vita sub umbras. 
Haud morjt, difFugiunt hostes, ductcre perempto, 
Saxa per & colies; nostril ^victoria turmis' 
AfFuIsit, caesosque doles, Hyrcania, natos. 

Sic pereant, quicunque tuo, rex optime, sceptro, 
Qui premis imperio Stellas, parere recusentf 
Dixit; & heroas Persarum rectcr Svantes 
Laudibus in ccelum tollit; jubet inde beatas 
Instaurari epulas, &: pocula dulcia poni: 
Conventum est, textoque super discumbitur auro. 

ELEGIA ARABICA. 

C* ' 

FULGUR an e densa vibratum nube coru>catr 
An roscas nudat Leila pudica genas? 
Bacciferumne celer fruticetum devorat ignis? 

Siderea an Solimae lumina dulcs micam i 
Nardus an Hageri, an spirant violaria Mecca?, 
Candida odoriferis an venit Azza comis? 

Quam juyat ah! patrios meinori t^enuisse reccssus 
Mente, per igno*.os dum vagor exul agros ? 

Valle sub umbrosa, pallens ubi luget amator, 
ivum colit assuctos mollis arnica lares? 

Jamne dent raucum prasfracta tonitrua murmur 
Montibus, efTusre quos rigat imber aquae ? 
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An tua^ dum fundit primum lux alma ruborcm, 
kympha, Azibe, mcam pellet, ut ante, sitim ? 
Quot mea felices vidistjs gaudia, campi, 

Gaudia vac! misero non renovanda # mihi? 
Ecquis apud NageJi lucos aut pasciia Tadac 
Pastor amatorum spesque mctusque canit? 

Ecquis ait, gcltda Salae dum valle*recumbit, 

• • * 

“ Heu! quid Cadesico in monte sodalis agit?” 
Num graciles rident toyemalia /rigora myrti? *• 
Num viret in solitis lotos amata locis? 

Num vernant humiles in Sprico colle myricae ? 

. Ne malus has oculus, ne mala laedat hyems! 

An mea Alegiades, dulcissima turba, puellx 
Curant, an Zephyris irrita'vota dabunt? 

,An viride’m saliunt, nullo venante, per horturn 

Hinnuleiqufc citi, capreolique leves? • 

• • 

Visamne umbriferos, loca dil^aksirrxa, saltus, 

Ducit ubi facilem lseta Noama chorunj? 

• # 

Num Daregi ripas patnla tegit arbutus umbra, 

All! quoties lacrymis humhla facta meis? 

Grata qui^ antra colit, nobis ab$pntibus, Amri, 
Antra pdellarum quam bene nota gregi? 

Forsan amatcres Meccana in valle reductos 
Absentis Solimaj coAmeminkse juvat. 

Tempus erit, levibifc quo pervigilata cachinni^ 
Nox dabit unanimi gaudia plena choro; 

-Quo dulces juvenum spirabit coetus Shores, 

Et laetos avida combibej aure modos? 
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FABULA PERSICA. 

RIGANTE molles imbre campok Persidis, 

E nube in sequor l;tysa pulvise gutfrula est; 

Quae, cum reluctarts eloqui sineret pud or, ' 

** Quid /hoc loci? inquit, quid rei misclla sum? 
** Quo me repente, ah! quo redactam sentio?* > 
Cum se verecundanti animula spernoret, 

Illam recepif r gemmeo concha in sniu;~ 
Xandemque tenuis aquula facta est unio; 

FJunc in corona lreta Regis enficaV, 

Sibi non placere quanta sit Virtus, doccns. 


AD MU, SAM. 

VALE, Camena,. blanda cultrix ingeuj, 
Virtutis altrijc, mater cloqucntisc ! 
Linquenda alumno est laurus & chelys tuo ; 
At tu dearum dulcium vlulcissima, 

Seu Suada mavis sive Pit ho dicier, 

A te receptus in tua vivam fide: 

Mihi sit, oro, non inutilis toga, 

Nec indiserta lingua, nec turpis manusu 
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POETRY 0£ THE EASTERN NATIONS. 


Arabia, i mean that part of it, which we call 
the Happy , and whiih the AJiaticks know by 
, the name of Yemen, feems to be the only coun- 
try in the World, ip which we can properly Jay 
the'fcene of paftoral poetry; becaufe no nation 
at this day can vie'whh the Arabians in* the de- 
lightfulnefs of their climate, and the limplicity 
of their manner/. There is a valley, indeed, to 
the noijji of Indojlan , called Cajhmir, which, 
according to an account written by .a native of 
it, is a perfed^ garden, exceedingly fruitful, and 
watered by a tfiodfand rivulets: but whed its in- 
habitants were* fubdued by the ftratagem of a' 
Mogul prince, they loft their happinefs with 
their liberty ^ and Arabia retained its old title 
without any rival to dilute if. Thefe are not 
the fancies of a*poet : the beauties of Yemen} he* 
voi. VIII, R 
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proved by the concurrent teflimony of all travel- 
lers, by the defcriptions of it in all the writings 
of AJia, and by the nature* and fituation of the 
country itfelf, which lies between the eleventh 
and fifteenth degrees of northern -latitude', under 
a ferene fky, and expofed to the mod favpur- 
able influence of the fun ; it is encloled on one 
fide by vaft rocks and deferts, and defended on 
the other by a tempeftuous fea-, fo that it feems 
to have been defigned by Providence for the 
moll fecure, as well as the fnoft beautiful, region 
of the Eaft *. 

Its principal cities are Sanaa , ufually confi- 
dered as its metropolis; Zebid , a commercial 
town, that lies in a large plain near the fea of 
Oilman ; and Aden, furrounded with pleafant 
gardens and woods, v’hich is fituated eleven 
degrees from the Equator, and feventy-fix from 
the Fortunate IJlands, or Canaries , where the geo- 

# I am at a lofs to conceive, what induced the illuflrious 
Prince Cant emir to contend, that Yemen is properly a part of 
India ; for,* iiOt to mention Ptolemy , and the other ancients, 
who confidered it as a province of Arabia , nor to bifid on 
the language of the count* y, wnich : .s pure Arabiek , it is de- 
feribed by the Ajtatkhs themfelves as a large divifion 6 1 that 
peninfula which they call Jezeiratul Arab\ and there is no 
more rcafon for annexing it to Indian becaufe the fea, which 
wafhes one tide of it, is looked upon by fome writers as be* 
iptnging to the great Indian ocean, than there would be for 
annexing it to Ptrfta^ becaufe it is bounded on another fide 
by the Per/icm gulf. 
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graphers of AJia fix their firft meridian. It is 
obfervable that Aden , in the Eaftern dialedfce, is 
precifely the fame*wbrd with Eden , which we 
apply to the garden of pararcfife: it has two 
fenfes, according to a flight difference in its pro- 
nunciation its firft meaning is a fettled abode % 
its fecond, delight, foftnefs , * or tranquillity : the 
word Eden had, probably, one of thefe fenfes in 
the facred text, though *we ufe it a5 a proper 
name. We may alfo obferve in this place that 
Temen itfelf takes -its namefrom a word, which 
fignifies verdure , and felicity ; for in thofe fultry 
climates, the frefhnefs of the fhade, and the 
coolncfs of water, are ideas almoft infeparable 
from thjit of liappinefs; and this may be a reafbn 
why moft oF the Oriental qatiops* agree in a tra- 
dition concerning a deKghtfnl fpot, where the 
• • 

firft inhabitants of the earth were placed ^before 
their fall. The ancients, .who gave the name of 
EudaimGHj or Happy , .to this country, either 

meaned to tranflate the word Temen, or, more 

• • 

probably, only alluded to the valuable fpice- 
trees, and balfagiick plants, # that* grow in it, and,* 
without (peaking poetically, give a, real perfume 
to the air * : now it is certain that*all poetry 

* The writer of an old hillcfry of the T urkj/h Empire fays, 
u The air of Egypt fametimes in fummer is like any fweet per - 
fi fume, and almofi fujfocates the fpirits, caufed by the wind that 
“ brings the odours of the Arabian Jfifces.” 

\ 2 . 
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receives x very confiderable ornament fr9.11 the 
beauty of natural images; as the rofes of* Sha- 
ron,. the verdure of Carmel, the vines of En- 
gaddi, and the dew of Herman, are the fources of 
many pleafing metaphors and companion's in the 
{acred poetry: thus the odours of Temen, the 
mufk of Ha dr a mu t, and the pearlS^of Ommatt , 
fapply the Arabian poets with a great variety of 
allulions; And, if the reipark of Hermogenes be 
juft, that whatever is delightful to the fenj'es pro- 
duces the Beautiful when' it is deferibed, where 1 
can we find fo much beauty as in the Eajlern 
poems, which turn "chiefly upon the lovelieft ob- 
jects in nature ? 

To purfue this topick yet farther: it is an oh- 

fervation of Demetrius of P baler a\ in his elc- 

« * ' 

gant trearife upon ftyk, that it is not eafy to 
write' on agreeable fubjedta in a difagreeablc 
manner, and that beautiful exprefions naturally 
rife with beautiful irhages; for which reafon, 
fays he, nothing can' be more pleafing than Sap- 
pho's poviry, which contains the defeription of 
gardens , and banquet s y flowers find fruits, foun- 
tains (did meadows 9 nightingales *and turtle-doves, 
loves and* graces: thus, when flie fpeaks of a 
Jlream foftly murmuring among the branches , and 
the Zephyrs playing through the leaves , with a 
found , 1 that brings on a quiet f umber, her lines 
flow without labour as fmoothly as the rivulet 
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ihe defcribes. I may have altered the words of 
Demetrius , as I quote them by memory,* but 
this is the general feme of his remark, which, if 
it be npt rather fpecious than juft, muft indues 
us to think, that the poets of the Eafi may vie 
with* thofe s»f Europe in the, graces of their dic- 
tion , as wcll«as in the ltvelinefs of their images; 
but we muft not believe that the Arabian poetry 
can pleafe only by its defcriptions of beauty ; 
line* the gloomy aqd terrible objects, which 
produce the J'ublime, when they are aptly de- 
icribed, are no where more common than in the 
Dcfert and Stmy Arabia's ; and, indeed, we fee 
nothing, fo frequently painted by the poets 
.of thole countries, as wolves and lions, pre- 
cipices and forefts, rocks and wilderacfles. 

If we allow the .natural o£>je<fts, with which 
the Arabs are perpetually .converfant, to be 
fublime and beautiful , our next ftep muft be, 
to confefs that ‘their tomparifons, metaphors, 
and allegories are fo likewife; for an allegory 
is a ftring of metaphors, a metaphor is a»fhort. 
fimile, and th^ fioeft •finjUies are dravyn, from 
natural objects* . It is true that ’many *of the 
Eajlern figures are common to other nations, 
but fome of them receive a propriety ’from the 
manners of the Arabians , who dwell in the 
plains and woods, which would be loft, if 
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they came from the inhabitants of cities: thus 
the dew of liberality, and the odour of reputation, 
are metaphors ufed by moil people; but they 
are wonderfully proper in the mouths of thofe, 
who have fo much need of being refrefhed by 
the dews , and who gratify their fenfg of fmclling 
with the fwectejl odours in the wo r ld. Again ; 
it is very ufual in all countries, to make fre- 
quent allufions to the 'brightnefs of the eeleftial 
luminaries, which give their light to all ; but the 
metaphors taken from them have an additional 
beauty, if we confider them as made by a nation, 
who pafs moll of their nights in the open air, 
or in tents, and confequentiy lee the moon and 
liars in their greateft fplendour. This way of 
conlidering their poetical figures will give many 
of them a gra^ce, which they would not have 
in our languages: fo, when they compare the 
foreheads of their tniflrejjes to the morning , their 
Jocks to the night , their faces to the fun , to the 
moon , or the blojjoms of jafmine , their, cheeks to 
, rofes or ripe fruit, their teeth to pearls, hail- 
jlor.es, and fnow- drops, their eyes to the flowers 
of the narcifl'us , their curjed hair to black jlor- 
pions, and to hyacinths , their Ups to rubies or 
wine, the form f their breafls to pomegranates 
and the colour of them to fnow, their Jhape to that 
f a pine-tree, and their flatty e to that of a cy- 
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prefs,* a palm-tree, cr a javelin , * thefc 

companions, many of which would •feem 
forced in our idioftis, have undoubtedly a great 
delicacy in tfieirs, and affect* their minds in a 
peculiar manner; yet upon the whole their 
fwnilies are# very juft and ftpkipg, as that of the 
blue eyes of a fine wcmati , bathed in tears , to violets 
dropping with dew\, and that of a warriour, 
advancing at the head of his army , to an eagle 
failing through the • qir, and piercing the clouds 
with bis wings . 

Thefe arc not the only # advantages, which 


See Nowciri , cited by the very learned Reijhc, 

jSSc. i»_^UlxJIj ^JJIj ^**^*j*JL> 

f See t$e Aeabick Mifcellany, entitled Sbecardan , ch. 14^ 
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the natives of Arabia enjoy above the inha- 
bitants of moft other countries: they preferve to 
this day the manners and cuftoms of their an- 
ceflors, who, by their own account, were fettled 
in the province of Yemen above three thoufand 
years ago; they .. have never been wholly iub- 
dued by any nation ; ancr though the admiral of 
Selim the Fir ft made a defceiit on their coaft, 
and exacted a tribute from the people of Aden y 
yet the Arabians only keep* up a fliow of alle- 
giance to the Sultan, and a£t, on every import- 
ft it cccafion, in open defiance of his power, 
relying on the fwiftnefs of their horfes, and the 
raft extent of their fore Its, in which an invad- 
ing enemy muft foon perifh: but here *1 mull 
be underftood terfpeak of thofe Arabian r, who, 
like the old Nomades, dwell conftantly in their 
tents, and remove from ptace to place according 
to the feafons ; for the inhabitants of the citlcvs, 
who traflick with the merchants of Europe in 
*fpices, perfumes, and coffee, muft have loft a 
great deal of their ancient fimplicity; the others 
have, certainly, retained it ; ancf, except when 
their tribes art engaged irv war, fpend their days 
in watching their flocks and camels, or in re- 
peating their native fongs, which they pour out 
almoft extempore, profefling a contempt for the 
ftately pillars, and folemn buildings of the cities, 
compared with the natural charms of the coun- 
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try, and .the coolnefs of their tents r thus they 
p£fs their lives in the higheft pleafure, of which 
they -have any conception, in the contemplation 
of the moft delightful obje£ts; and in the enjoy- 
ment of perpetual fpring: for we may apply to 
part of Arabii that elegant couplet of Waller ia 
his poem cf the Summer -ijland , 

The gentle spring, that but salutes us here. 

Inhabits thefc, and courts them all th& year. 

Yet the heat of the fun, which muft be very 
intenfe in a climate fo near the Line, is tem- 
pered by the fhade of 'the trees, that overhang 
the galleys, # and by a number of frefh ftreams, 
that flow down the mountains. Hence it is, 
that qjmoft all their notions of felicity are taken 
from frejhnefs and verdure: itis*a njaxim amtrag* 
them that the three fnoft tharming objects in 
nature are, * a green meadow; a clear rivulet , 
md a beautiful^ womans and that the view of 
thefe objects’* at the* fame time affords the 
greateft* delight imaginable. Mahomed was fo 
well acquainted with the maxim of *Kis country- 
men, that h* deferibed /he pleafures of heaven* 
them, under the, allegory, of coot fountains % 
green bowels, and black-eyed girls fas the word 
Houri literally fignifies in Arabick: • and in the 

chapter of the Morning , towards the end of his 

• • 

* See the life o iffamerlane, publilhed by Golius , page 199* 
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Alcoran , he mentions a garden, called -Iran, 
which is no lefs celebrated by the AJiatick poets 
than that of the Hefperides by the Greeks: it 
was planted, as the commentators fay, w by a 
king, named Shedad , and was once feen by an 
Arabian ; who wandered very far ii^to the dc- 
ferts in fearch of a loft camel it was. probably, 
a name invented by the impoftor, as a type of 
a future ftate of happinefs. Now it is certain 
that the genius of every nation is not a little 
affected by their climate ; for, whether it be that 
the immoderate heat difpofes the Eajlern peo- 
ple to a life of indolence, which gives their full 
leifure to cultivate their talents, or whether the 
fun has a real influence on the imagination (as 
-one would £uppofe that the Ancients believed, 
by their making Apollo the god of poetry); 
whatever be the caijfe, it has always been re- 
marked, that the Ajiatlcks excel the inhabitants 
of our colder regions in the livelinefs of their 
fancy, and the richnefs of their invention. 

To „carry this fubject one ftep farther: as the 
Arabians are fuch admirers of ceauty , and as 
they enjoy fuch $afe and leifure, , they muft '‘na- 
turally be fufceptible of that pa£iojn , which is 
the true fpring and fource of agreeable poetry; 
aijd we find, indeed, that love has a greater 
v fh|ire in their poems than any other paflion; 
it feems to be always ^uppermoft in their minds. 
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and Jther^e is hardly an elegy, a panegyrick, or 
even a fatire, in their language, which does not 
begin with the cerrfplaints of an unfortunate, or 
the exultations of a fuccefsfiri,* lover. It fome- 

• 9 m ^ 

times happens, that the young men of one tribe 
lire in love with the damfels of another; and, as 
the tents £re frequently removed on a fudden, 
the lovers are often feparated in the progrefs of 
the courtlhip:* hence •almoft* all \he Arabkk 
poems open in this manner ; the author bewails 
the fudden departure of his miftrefs, Hinda, 
•Maia, Zeineb, or Azza, and deferibes her 
beayty, comparing her to*a wanton fawn, that 
plays among the aromatick Ihrubs ; his friends 
endeavour to comfort him, but he refufes con- 
folation; lie declares hi$ refofution of vifiting 
his beloved, though *the way to her tribe* lie 
through a dreadful .wildernefs,* or even* through 
a den of lions here ho commonly gives a de- 
feription of \lie ho tfe or camel, upon which 
he defigns Jo go, and thence pafles, by an eafy 
tranlition, to the principal lubjedl*flf hijs poem, 
whether it he the pjraiie. of Sis own tribe, or a* 
fuVirc on ^he* timidity of. his friends, who refufe 
to attend Jiiin in his expedition ;• though very 
frequently i:he piece turns ^wholly upon love. 
But it is not fufficient that a nation have a ge- 
nius for poetry, urflefs .they have the advantage 
of i rich and beautiful language, that theii* exr 
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preflions may be worthy of their fentiments ; 
the Arabians have this advantage alfo in a high 
degree: their language is exprtfflive, ftrong, fo- 
norous, and the moft copious, perhaps, in the 
world; for, as almoft every tribe had many 
words appropriated to itfelf, the poets, for the 
convenience of their meahire^ or fometimes for 
their Angular beauty, made ufe of them all, and, 
as the poems became popular, tliefe words 
were by degrees incorporated with the whole 
language, like a number of little ftreams, which 
meet together in one channel, and, forming a 
moft plentiful river, flow rapidly into the foa. 

If this way of arguing a priori be admitted in 
the prefent cafe (and no Angle man has a- right 
to infer the jnerit of the Eajlern poetry from 
the poems 'themfelves, bccaufc no Angle man 
has a privilege of judging for all the reft), if the 
foregoing argument haYe any weight, we inuft 
conclude that the Arabia^s^ beiftg perpetually 
converfant with the moft beautiful ‘objects, 
fpending a calm and agreeable life in a fine cli- 
mate, being extremely -addicted to'fche fofter paf- 
Aons, arid having the* advantage of a language 
Angularly adapted to poetry, mull be naturally 
excellent poets, provided that their 'Manners and 
cujioms be favourable to the cultivation of that 
art ; and that they are highly fo, it will not b* 
difficult to prove. * 
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TJhe fpndnefs of the Arabians for poetry, and 
the refpedt which they fhow to poets, would be 
fcarce believed, if We were not allured of it by 
writers of great authority: <he principal occa- 
fions of rejoiting among them, were formerly, 
£ixl, very probably, are to this day, -the birth 
of a boy, {he foaJing*of a mare, the arrival of a 
gueft, and the rife of a poet in their tribe: when 
a young Arabian has* compofed a* good poem, 
all the neighbour? pay their compliments to his 
family, and congratulate them upon having a *e- • 
• lation capable of recording their adtions, and of 
recommending their virtues to pofterity. At 
the beginning of the ieventh century, the Ara - 
hick ^language was brought to a high degree of 
perfection by a fort of poetical Academy, •that 

ufed to aflemble at ftatefl times, in a place called 

• • 

Ocadby where ev<y*y poet produced® his beft 
compofition, and was £ure to meet with the ap- * 
plaufe that it* deferred : the moft excellent of 
thefe poems were transcribed in characters of 
gold upon Egyptian paper, and htmg up in the 
temple, wh^ice th^y were flamed Modhahebafi % 
es G olden , and Moalta\aty or. Sit/fre^ded: the 
poems of tins fort were called •CaJJ'eida s or 
eclogues , * feven of which are preferved in our 
libraries; and are confidered as the fineft that 


* Thefe feven poems, clearly tranferibed with explanatory 



54 * 


AN ESSAY ON THE POETRY 


were written before the time of Mahomed. *The 
fourth of them, compofed by Lcbtd % is purely 
paftoral, and extremely like the Alexis of Vir- 
gil \ but far more beautiful, becaufe it is more 
agreeable to nature: the poet begins with praif- 
ing the cliarms of the fair Novara (a word, which 
in Arabick fignifies a timorous fawq ) but in- 
veighs againft her unkindnefs; he then inter- 
weaves a defeription of his young camel, which 
he compares for its fwiftnefs to a ftag purged 
by the hounds ; and takes occafion afterwards 
to mention his own riches, accomplifliments, 
liberality, and valour, his noble birth, and the 
glory of his tribe : the diction of this poem h 
cafy and fimple, yet elegant, the numbers flow- 
ing and mufi c cal, and the fentiments wonderfully 
natural; as the learned reader will fee by the 
following palfage, which I fliall attempt to imi- 
tate in verfe, that the merit of the poet may net 
be wholly -loft in # a verbal tranflation: 

But ah ! thou knowjl not in what youthful play 
Our nights, beguil'd with pleajurc, fwam away ; 

notes, are among Fleck's maruferipfs at Oxford \ No. 1 64 : *me 
names of the feven poets are Amralkeis , Tarafa , Zoheir % 
Lebidy Antaray Amru , and liareth. In the fame cohesion. 
No. 174, there is a manuscript, containing above forty other 
poems, which had the honour of being fufpended in the tem- 
jjle Mecca: this volume is^njineftimable treafure of aiw 
fient ArMch literature. 
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Cay Jongs, and cheerful tales, deceiv'd -the time. 
And circling goblets made a tuneful chime ; # 

Sweet was the draught, and fweet the blooming 
7?jaid 9 

Who touch'd her lyre beneath tht fragrant Jhade $ 
Wejiftd till mcrning purpled ev'ry plains 
The damfets\ fl umber d, put we jip'd again c 
The waking birds f that fung on ev'ry tree 
Their eGrly notes , werf not fo blithe A we 

The Mahomedcm % writers tell a ftory of this 

poet, which deferves to.be mentioned here:*it 

• 

Was a cuftom, it ieems, among the old Ara- 
bians^ for th^ moll eminent verfifiers to hang up 
fome cliofen couplets on the gate of the temple, 
as a publick challenge to their brethren, who 
ftrove to anfwer them before* the aext meefinjf 
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at Oeadb , at which time the whole^ afl^mbly 
ufed t to determine the merit, of them all, -and 
gave fome mark of diftin&ion to the author of 
the fineft verfes. Now Lebid, who, we are told, 
had been a violent oppofer of Mu homed, fixed a 
poem on the gate, beginning with the following 
diftich, in which he apparently meaned to re- 
flect upon the new religion : Are not all things 
vain, which*' come, not from pod ? and will not all 
honours decay , but thofe , which He confers * ? 
Thefe lines appeared fo fublime, that none of 
the poets ventured to anfwer them ; till Maho- 
med, who was himfeif a poet, havingcompofed a 
new chapter of his Alcoran (the fecond, I think), 
placed the opening of it by the fide of Lebid 9 * 
poem, who no fooner read it, than he declared 
it to be fomething divine, confefied his own in- 
feriority, tore 4iis verfes .from the gate, and 
embraced the religion of his rival; to whom he 
was afterwards extremely ufeful in replying to 
the fatires of Amralkeis , who was continually 
attacking the doftrine of Mahomed: the Afiaticks 
add, that their lawgiver acknowledged fome 
time afeer, th$t no heathen poet had ever nr©- 

* In Arabick , 
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duced. a nobler diftich than that of • Lebtd juft 
quoted. 

There are a fev- Other cohesions of ancient 
Arabick poetry; but the moft*famous of them 
is called Haihdfa s and contains a* number of epi- 
grams, odes , and elegies , compofed on -various 
occafions: it* was compiled t>y jibu Teman , who 
was an excellent poet himfelf, and ufed to fay* 
that Jine fentimertts delivered in • profe were like 
gems fcattered at random, but that , when they 
were confined in a* poetical meafure , they refem~ 
bled bracelets and firings df pearls *. When the 
religion and language of Mahomed were fpread 
over the greater part of Afia, , and the maritime 
countries of Africa , it became a fafhion for the 
* poets of Perfia , Syria , Egypt , Mauritania , atid 
even of T art ary ^ to write 9 in •Arabickf and the 
moft beautiful verfes Jin that idiom, coiftpofed 
by the brighteft genius’s of thofe nations, are to 
be feen in a large mifcgllany, entitled Zateimai 
though many # of their works are tranfcribed fe- 
parately: it will be needlefs to fay much on the 
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poetry of the Syrians , Tartarians , and Africans^ 
fince.moft of the arguments, before ufed in fa- 
vour of the Arabs , have eljufil weight with re- 
fpeft to the othcV* Ma home dans , who have done 
little more than imitate their ftyld, anJ adopt 
their expreffions; for which reafon alfo I {hall 
dwell the fhortcr time on the geniUs and man- 
ners of the Perjians , Turks , and Indians . 

The greSt empire, which we? call PERSIA, is 
known to its natives by the name of Iran\ fince 

it * 

the word Pcrjia belongs only to a particular 
province, the ancient Perjis , and is very impro- 
perly applied by us* to the whole kingdoriy but, 
in compliance with the cuftom of our geogra- 
phers, I ftiall give the name of Perjia^o thafc 
celebrated country, which lies on one fide be-* 
tween the Cafpiatr and Indian feas, and extends 
on the other frorn the mountains of Candahar , 
or Paropamifus , to the confluence of the rivers 
Cyrus and Araxes, containing about twenty de- 
grees from fouth to north, and # radier more 
from eaft* f to weft. 

In fo vaft a tradl of land these mull needs be 

• . ,« • 

a great variety of climates: tire fouthern^pro- 
vinccs ar& no lefs unhealthy and fultry, than 
thofe of* the nor^h are rude and unpleafant; but 
in the interior parts of the empire the air is 
,mild and temperate, and/ from the beginning of 
May to September^ there is Icarce a cloiftl to be 
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feen m the fky : the remarkable calmnefs of the 
fummer nights, and the wonderful fplendour of 
the moon and ftaiV in that country, often tempt 
the PerfiansX. o fleep on the top§ of their houfes, 
which are generally flat, where they cannot but 
obfifrve the* figures of the Qonftellations, and the 
various appearances of the heavens; and this 
may in fome meafure account for tfye perpetual 
allufions of their poets, and rhetoricians, to the 
beauty of the heaVejily bodies. We are apt to 
cenfure the oriental ftyle # fbr being fo full of me- 
taphors taken from the fun,, and moon : this is 
afcribed by fome to the.bad tafte of the ffiaticks\ 
the works of the Perfans , fays M. de Volt air e 9 
are like the titles of their kings , ip which the fun 
and moon are often introduced : * but they do not 
refledt, that every nation has a* fet of jmages, 
and cxpreflions, peculiar to* itfelf, which arife 
fro"m the difference of it§ ‘climate, manners, and 
hiftory. There* leems* to be another reafon for 
the frequdnt allufions of the Perfans m to the fun, 
which may, perhaps, be traced from tlfe old* 
language and popular ^religion of their coftntry: 
thus *Mihriddd, or Mithridhtes , •fiignifies the gift 
of the fun , and anfwers to the Theodor us and 
Diodati of othfer nations. As tn the titles of the 
TLaflern monarchs, which feera, indeed, very 
extravagant to our ears, they are merely formal, 
and no le{s void of meshing than, thofe of 
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European princes, in which ferenity and highnefs 
are often attributed to the moft gloomy and low- 
minded of men. 

The midland provinces of Perjia abound in 
fruits and flowers of almoft every kind, and, 
with proper culture,, might be made the gafden 
of jffia : they are not watered, indeed, by any 
confidcrable river, fince' the Tigris and Eu- 
phrates , the Cyrus and Araxes, the Oxus , and 
the five branches of the Indus , are at the far- 
tneft limits of the kingdom; but the natives, 
who have a turn for agriculture, fupply that de- 
fed: by artificial canals, which fufficiently tem- 
per the drynefs of the foil; but in faying they 
Jupply that defed, I am falling into a common 
• error, and **eprefentmg the country, not as it is 
at prefent* but as it was a century ago ; for a 
long feries of civil wars' and maflacres have 
now deftroyed the chief beauties of Perjia , *by 
ftripping c it of its moft induftribus inhabitants. 

The fame difference of climate, that affebts 
,the apr and foil of this extenfive country, gives 
a variety alfo to the* peifons and temper of its 
natives: in foine provinces they have dark com- 
plexions, and harlh features ; in others they are 
exquifitely fair, ?nd well made; i ft fome others, 
nervous and robuft: but the gefteral charader 
of the nation is that fijtnefs , and love of pleafu re 9 
tliat indolence , and effeminacy , which have made 
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them £n eafy prey to all the weftern and north- 
ern fwarms, that have from time to time in- 
vaded them. Ye*- fhey are not wholly void of 
martial fpirit; and, if they ^sfre not naturally 
barve, they art at leaft extremely docile, and 
might, with proper difcipline, be made excellent 
foldiers: bu£ the greater part of them, in the 
fhort intervals of peace that they happen to en- 
joy, conftantly fink into a ftate oP inadtivity, 
and pafs their lives in a pleafurable, yet ftudi- 
ous retirement; 'and thte may be one reafon, 
why Perfia has produced more writers of every 
kind, .and chiefly poets , than* all Europe together, 
fince their way of life gives them leifure to 
•purfue.thofe arts, which cannot be cultivated to 
advantage, without the greateft calmnefs and fe-. 
renity of mind. There is amanufeript at Ox- 
ford containing the lives m of hn hundred and 
thirty-five of the % finefi Perjian poets y mod of 
whom left very ample dcolledtions of their poems 
behind them: but the vferfifiers, and moderate 
poets , if Horace will allow any fuch ihenjto ex- 
ift, are without number in .Perfia* 

This delicatfy of their. lives and fentiments 
has infenfibly affedted their languagfi, and ren- 
dered it the fefteft, as it is one^of the richeft, in 

* In Hyperoo Bodl. 12&. There is a "prefatory difeourfe to 
this curious work, vFhich comprif^s the lives of ten Arabian 1 
poets. 
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the world: it is not poffib'e to convince the 
readey of this truth, by quoting a paffage from a 
P erf an poet in European charaflersj fince the 
fweetnefs of found cannot be determined by the 
fight, and many words, which are foft and 
xnufical. in the mouth of a Perjian , may ap- 
pear harlh to our eyes, \yith a number of confo- 
nants and gu turals : it may not, however, be 
abfurd to fet down in this, place, an Ode of the 
poet Hafez, which, if it b.e not fufficient to 
prove the delicacy of his language, will at leaft 
ihow the livelinefs of his poetry. 

Ai bad nestmi y dr dart, 

Zan nefbe'i mufocbdr dari: 

Zinhar mecun diraz-dejli ! 

Ba turrei o che car dari ? 

Ai gul, to cuja wa ruyi zeibaf. 

O taza, wa to kharbdr dari. 

IFerkes, to cuja wa chejhmi mejlejb ? 

O ferkhojh, wa to kbumdr dari. 

At feru , to ba kaddi bulendeflo, 

Der bagh che iytebur dari? 

Ai akl. to ba wujudi ifhkefi 

Be deji che ikhtiydr dart ? 

Rihan , to cuja wa khatti febzejh ? 

O mujhc , wa to ghubar dari. 

Ruzi bures bewajli Hafiz, 

Cher takati yntizdr dart. 
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That, is, # word for word, O fweei-gale , thou 
bettfeft the fragrant /cent of my beloved ; thence it 
is that thou haft t^is'mujky odour . Beware ! do 

not fteal: what haft thou to d<t with her treffes? 
O roje , what * art thou , to he compared with her 
bright face? She is frejh , and thou art rough 
with thorns / O nqrciftus , 'what art thou in corn- 
par if on of her iartguijhing eye? Her eye is only 
Jleepy 9 but thou art Jiri? and faint . 'O pine , com- 
pared with her graceful feature, what honour haft 
thou in the garden? O wijdom, what wouldfe 
thou choofc , if to choofe were in thy power, in per- 
ferenfe to her love? O fewest bafel, what art 
thou 9 to be compared with her frejh cheeks? They 
are pofeSt mujk, but thou art foon withered. 
Come, my beloved, and charm Hafez with thy m 
prefence, if thou canft but feay with* him fir a 
Jingle day . This little fong is not unlilfe a fon- 
net afcribed.to Shakefpeare, which deferves to 
be cited here, as a proof that the Eaftern ima- 
gery is not fo different *from the European as 
we are apt to imagine. 

The forward violtt thus did I chide: 

“ Sweet thief! • wbente didft fbvu 'fteal tfey fweet’ 
thaffnells , 

“ If not from my love s Jsreatb? The purple pride , 
“ Which on thy foft qheck for complexion dwells , 
In % my love's Veins thou haft too gro/sly dyed •< 
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The lily I condemned for thy hand \ 

And huds of marjoram had Jlol'n thy hair j 
The rojes fearfully on thorni did fiand , 

One. blujhing Jhaifie, another white defpair ; 

A third , nor red nor while , had Jlol'n of both. 
And to his robb'ry had annex'd thy breath ; • . 

But fr his theft , in pride > of afl his growth, 

A vengeful canker eat him up to death. 

More flow r's I noted , yet !• none "could fee , 

But fcent or colour it had Jlol'n from thee. 

Shakefpeards Poems, p. 207. 

The Perjian ftyle is faid to be ridiculoufly 
bombaft, and this fault is imputed to the flavifh 
fpirit of the nation, which is ever apt to mag- 
•nify the objp&s that are placed above it: there 
are bad writers, to be fure, in every country, 
and as many in Afia as fclfewhere; but if we 
take the pains to learn the Perfan language, we 
fhall find that thofe authors, who are generally 
efteemed in Perfla, are neither flavift in their 
fentimpnts, nor ridiculous in their expreffions: 
of whiph the following, paflage in 'a moral work 
, of Sadtj entitled Bojldn , or. The fear den, will be 
a fufficient proof. I have heard that king 
Nujhirvari , juft before his, death, fpbke thus to his 
fon Hormuz.: Be, a guardian , my fon , to the poor 
, and be fiefs ; and be not confined .in the chains oj' 
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thy own indolence. No one can be at eafe in thy 
dSmimon, while thou feekeft only thy private reft , 
andfayeft, It is etiough. A wife man will not 
approve the Jhepherd, who Jlteps, while the wolf 
ts m the fold. ' Go , my fin, protest thy weak and 
indigent people ; Jince through them is a king raifi 
ed to the diadem. . The poeple are the root, and 
the king is the. * tree that grows from it j and 

the tree , O my fin , derives its' fir ength from the 
rootft. 

Are thefe rfi’ean fetjtiments, delivered In 

. 

• • • 

aJ 

• dr y ^~U»* 

$e* 

• *• • ** 
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pompous language ? Are they not rather .wor- 
thy of our moft fpirited writers ? And do they 
not convey a fine leflon for a young king? 
Yet Sadi's poems* are highly efteemed at Con - 
ftantinople , and at lfpahan\ though, a century or 
two agcf, they would have been fupprefled in 
Europe , for fpreading with too ftrpng a glare 
the light of liberty and reafon. 

As to the great Epick poem of Ferduji , 
which was compofed in the* tenth century, it 
would require a very long treat! fe, to explain all 
its beauties with a minute exaCtnefs. The 
whole colledtion of that^poefs works is called 
Shahnu'na , and contains the hiftory of Perjia , 
from the earlieft times to the invaiion of the 

r 

lAtabs, in a fefies of very noble poems; the 
longeft and moft regular of which is an heroick 
poem of one great apd intecefting action, name- 
ly, the delivery of Perjia by Cyrus from the op- 
preffions of Jlfrajia<\ kkig of* the Tranfoxan 
\ Tartary , who being afiifted by the ^emperors of 
India ^nd China, together with all the daemons, 
giants .and enchanters of had carried his 

conquefis very far, *md become exceedingly 
formidable * to the Per/ians . This poem is 
longer than th el/igd; the characters in it are vari- 
ous and ftriking^the figures bold and animated; 
f and the diction every where foporous, yet no- 
ble; poiilhed, yet fufl of fire. A great profu- 
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fion of learning has been thrown away by fome 
cai ticks, in comparing Homer with the h^roick 
poets, who have fueceeded him ; but it requires 
very little judgment to fee, that no fucceeding 
poet Whatever can with any propriety be com- 
pared with Homer: that great father of<he Gre- 
cian poetr^ and Jitetature, had a genius too 
fruitful and comprehenfive to let any of the 
ftriking parts of nature efcape his *t>bfervation ; 
and the poets, who have followed him, have 
done little more- than ‘tranferibe his images, and 
give a new drefs to his thoughts. Whatever 
elegance and refinements, ‘therefore, may have 
been introduced into the works of the moderns, 
the fpirit and invention of Homer have ever 
continued ’without a rivaj : fgr* which reafofis I 
am far from pretending to affert that the poet 
of Perfa is equal to. that of Greece ; but there is 
certainly a very great refemblance between the 
works of thofe extraordinary men: both drew 
their images from nature herfelf, without catch- 
ing them only by reflection, and ‘painting, in 
the manner efi the rqodern pfcets, the liken fs 'of 
a Ijjtenefs', and both po^eflfed, jin an ‘eminent 
degree, that rich and creative invention , which it 
the very foul, of poetry . 

As the Perfans borrowed their poetical mea- 
fures, and the forms of their poems,* from the 
Arabians, fo the TURKS, when theyHbad car- 
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ried their arms into Mefopotamia and AJfyria % 
took their numbers and their tafte for poetry 
from the Perjians\ 

Gracia capta ferum vidtorem cepit, et artes 

Intulit agrefti Latio. 

In the fame manner as the Greek competitions 
were the models of all the Roman writers, fo 
were thofe of Perjia imitated by the Turks, who 
ccmfiderably polithed and enriched their lan- 
guage, naturally barren, by the number of fim* 
pie and compound words, which they adopted 
from the Perjian and Arabick. Lady Wort ley 
Montague very juftly obferves, that we want 
ihofe compound words , which are very frequent 
and ft rang in the Turkijh language ; but her in- 
terpreters led her into a miftake in explaining 
one of them, which fhe’tranflates fag-eyed , and 
thinks a very lively image of the fire and indif- 
ference in the eyes of the royal brife:'. now it 
never entered into the mind of an Afatick to 
compare his miftrefs’s eyes -to thofe of a flag, or 
to give an image. of their fre and indifference ; 
the Turks m'ean to exprels that fullngfs , and, at 
the fame time, th^t foft and languifhing luftre , 
which is peculiar to the eyes of their beautiful 
women, and which by no means refembles the 
unpleafnig wildnefs ip thofe of a ftag. The 
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original epithet, I fuppofe, was * Ahu, chefim^ 
oi*, 'with the eyes of a young fawn: now i take 
the Ahu to be the Tame animal with the Gazal 
of the Arabians , and the Zdbi of the Hebrews * 
to which their poets allude in almoft every 
page. I fyave feen one of thefe animal's; it is a 
kind of ajitelope, exquifitely beautiful, with 
eyes uncommonly black and large. This is the 
fame fort of roe, to* which Solomon alludes in 
this, delicate fimil JT by two breafts arc like two 
young roes , that \ are twins* which play among the 
lilies . 

Awery polite fcholaj, whu has lately tranflated 
fixteen Odes of Hafiz, with learned illuftrations, 
blames the^ Turkijh poets for copying the Per- 
sians too fervilely: but, *fur&ly, tjiey are fio* 
more blameable than* floracc ^ whd not only 
imitated the meafupes and expreflions of the 
Greeks , but- evpn tranflated, almoft word for 
word, the bnghteft paflages of Ale ecus , Ana- 
creon, aijd Qthers ; he took lefs from Pindar than 

from the reft, btcauie the wildneis'of his num- 

« • 
bfcrs, and the«6blj:urhy of his allufions, ^eve by 

This epitfiet feems to anfwer to the *Grtek kXiKukir, 
which our grammarians properly interpret mgr is oculu 

decora eft et venttfla : if it we're permitted to make any inno- 
vations in a dead language, we might fcxprefs th vfTurkijh ad- 
jedtiv^ by the wortl So^ujirisf which would, I dare fay, have 
founded agreeably to the G reeks themfdyes. 
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no means fuitable to the genius of the iLatin 
language : and this may, perhaps, explain his 
ode to Julius Antonins , whc might have ad- 
vifed him to ufe more of Pindar § manner in 
celebrating the victories of Augujlns . What- 
ever we* may think of this objection, it is cer- 
tain that the \ Turkijh empire has produced a 
great number of poets; fome of whom had 
no fmall merit in their way: the ingenious au- 
thor juft mentioned aflured me, that the Turkijh 
fatires of Ruhi Bagdadi were very forcible and 
ftriking, and he mentioned me opening of one 
of them, which feemed not unlike the manner 
of Juvenal. At the beginning of the laft cen- 
tury, a work was published at Conftantinople , 
Containing the fin-eft verfes of five hundred and 
forty-nine Turkijh poets , which proves at leaft 
that they are Angularly fond of this art, what- 
ever may be our opinioh of their fuccefs in it." 

The defeendants of T&merlahe carried into 
India the language and poetry of the Perjtans\ 
and the Indian poets to this day compofe their 
"verfes in imitation of them. The beft of their 
works, that have pafled through my hands, r are 
thofe of Httzcin , who lived fome years ago at 
Benares , \vith a great reputation for his parts 
and learning, and was known to the F,nglijl\ 
who reiided there, by the name of the Philo - 
J'opfter* ' His poems are elegant and lively, and 
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one pf them, on the departure of his friends , 
would fuit our language admirably well, but it 
is too long to be # irtferted in this eflay. The 
Indians are foft and voluptuous, but artful and 
infinc^re, at lfcaft to the Europeans , whom, to 
fay-the truth, they have had no great reafon of 
late years to adnyre ior’the oppofite virtues: 
but they are fond* of poetry, which they learned 
from the Pcrjians , and may, perhapS, before the 
clofe of the century, be as fond of a more for- 
midable art, which they will learn from the 
Englijh. 

I # muft requeft, that, *in bellowing thefe 
praifes on the writings of si/ia, I may not be 
thought to derogate from the merit of the Greek 
and Latin poems, which lia„ve juftly been *ad* 

mired in every age ; yet'I cannot but think that 

• • 

our European poetry.has fubfifted too lodg on the 
perpetual repetition o£ the fame images, and 
incelfant alluflons to # tfte fame fables:. and it has 
been my endeavour for feveral years to inculcate 
this truth, that, if the principal writings^ of the 
Afaticks , wjfich are repofited in our publick* 
lib’iiries, weft; printed wjth the nfual advantage 
of notes and illuftrations, and if the*languages of 
the Eajlern nations were ftudied in our great le- 
minaries of Jearning, where every other branch 
of ufeful knowledge is. taught to perfection, a 
newf and ample field would be opened tax fpecu- 
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Iation; wefhould have a more extenfive infight 
into the hiftory of the human mind ; we fhould he 
furnifhed with a new fet cf . images and fimi- 
litudes; and a number of excellent compofitions 
would be brought to light, which future fcho- 
lars might explain, and future poets might imir 
tate. 
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THE ARTS, 

COMMONLY CAIJLED IMJTATWE. 


It is the fate of thofe maxims, which have 
been \hrowh* out by very eminent writers, to 
be received implicitly by moll of their followers, 
and to be .repeated a thoufand. times, for no 
other reafon, than becaufe tHfey once dropped* 
from the pen of a fiiperior genius: one qf thefe 
is the aflertion of Afijiotle, that all poetry con- 
Jifts in imitation. , 'which . has been fo frequently 
echoed from author fo author, that It would 
feem a land* of arrogance to controvert it; for 
almoft all the ^-philofophers ajjd cri ticks; wha 
have written upon the* fubjeff of poetry mujick, 
and 'painting , how little fdever tKey^may agree 
in fome poifits, feem of one mind in confider- 
ing them as arts merely. imitative : yet it mull be 
clear to any one, who examines what pafies in 
his OTyn mind, that he i£ affefled by the fineft 

T 
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poems , pieces of mujick , and piftures^ upon a 
principle, which, whatever it be, is entirely cfif- 
tin£l from imitation . AT. 1c 11 at t nix has at- 
tempted to prove that all the fine arts have a 
relation to this common principle of imitating: 
but, whatever be r faid of painting , it is probable, 
that poetry and mujick had a nobler origin; and, 
if the firft language of man was not both 
poetical and mujical , it is certain, at leaft, that 
in countries, where no kind of imitation feems 
to be much admired, there are poets and muji- 
cians both by nature and by art : as in fome 
Mahometan nations ; where fcnlptnre and paint- 
ing are forbidden by the laws, where dramatick 
poetry of every fort is wholly unknown, yet, 
where the p leafing arts, of exprejjing the pajjicns 
in ver/e, and o f enforcing that exprrjjion by me- 
lody, are cultivated to a degree of enthufiafm. It 
fhail be my endeavour in this paper to prove, 
that, thbugh poetry and mujick have, certainly, 
a power of imitating the manners of men, and 
feveral objedls in nature, yet, that their greatefl 
effed* is not produced by imitation , but by a 
very different principle; which muft be fought 
for in the deepeft receffes of the human mind. 

To ftate the queftion properly, w r e muft have 
* a clear notion of what wc mean by poetry and 
mujick \ but we cannot give a.precile definition 
of tiiem, till we lirve made a few previous re* 
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marks# on. their origin, their relation* to each 
oth&r* and their difference. 

It leems prohahjc 'then that poetry was ori- 
ginally no more than a ftron§ and animated 
exprclfi&n of the human paflions, of joy and 
grief* love and hate, admiration -and angerf fo mu- 
tinies pure %nd unpiixed, fometimes varicufly 
mod lied and combined: for, if we obftrve the 
voice and accents of a peVfon aflfedted'by any of 
the violent paflion», # we fhall pe ceive fome- 
thing in them vcffy nearly approaching to ca-t 
defice and me a Jure ; ' which is remarkably the; 
cafe iia the .language of a * vehement Orator * 
whofe talent is chiefly converfant about praifz 
Y>r cenjure\ and we may collefl from fcveral 
paflfages in Tully, that the. fine fpeakers of oM 
Greece and Rome had aTbrt of rhythirf in their 
fentences, lefs regular, but ijot lefs melodious* 
than that of the poets. 

If this idea be* juft, one would fuppole that 
the moft jme^ent fort of* poetry confided in 
praifmg the Deity ; for if we conceive a Ijeing, 
created with aIMiis # faculties and" fenks, endued 
with Speech anil reafo/i, tew opeji his eyes in a 
moft delightful plain, to view for th£ firft time 
the ferenity of the fky, the fglendour of the 

fun, the verdure of the fields and woods, the 

• • 

glowing colours pf the flowers, we can hardly 
believe* it poflible, that hejhould refraiiT 1 oUl 

■fT 2 
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burfting into an extafy of joy, and pouring his 
praifes to the creator of thcvfe wonders, and*the 
author of his happiness. This kind of poetry is 
ufed in all nations; but as it is the fublimcft of 
all, when it is applied to its true objeft, fo it 
has often been t perverted to impious purpofcs 
by pagans and idolaters: every onp knows that 
the dramatick poetry of the Europeans took its 
rife from the fame fpnng, and was no more at 
firft than a fong in prail'e of Bacchus ; fo that 
the only fpecies of poetical compofition (if we 
except the Epick) which can in any fenfe be 
called imitative , was deduced from a patural 
emotion of the mind, in which imitation could 
not be at all concerned. 

The ne r xt fource of poetry was, probably, 
lave, or the mutual inclination, which naturally 
fubfifts between the fexcc, and is founded upon 
perfonal beauty: hence arofe the -moft agreeable 
odes, and love-fongs, which we admire in the 
works of the ancient lyrick poe{s, ^ot filled, 
like our jonnets and madrigals, with the infipid 
babble of darts , and Cupids, r but fimple, tender, 
natural; and cpnfifting of fuch unaffected en*- 
dearments, and mild complaints, , , 

* Teneri stfegni, c placide e tranquille 
Repute, #e cari vezzi, c lictepaci* 

T wo dines of Tajfo. 
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as we* may fuppofe to have paflcd between the 
flrft Movers in a ftate of innocence, before the 
refinements of ibciety, and the reftraints, 
which they introduced, had ma*de the paflion of 
love fo ^fierce, "and impetuous, as it is faid to * 
have been in Dido y and certainly was in t Sappho^ 
if we may t^lce her.own word for it 

The grief whiefi the firft inhabitants of the 
earth muft have fell at the'deatfi of their 
deareft friends, and ^relations, gave rife to an- 
other fpecies of poetry, which originally, per* 
haps, confifted of fhort * dirges , and was after- 
wards.lengthejned into elegies . 

As fpon as vice began to prevail in the 

•world, it was natural for the wife and virtuous 
• • , 
to exprefs their detejlation * of it in the ftrongdl, 

manner, and to (how *their * refentmAit againft 
the corrupters of mankind: ,hen # ce moral poetry 
was derived, %whjch, at firft, we find, wa§ fe- 
vere and paffioirate ; but was gradually melted 
down int$ cgol precepts 6f morality, or exhor- 
tations to virtue: we may reafonably*conjg£hire 
that Epick poetfy jiad.the fame* origin,^anjI that 
the examples 6f herges and kings were? intro- 
duced, to illvdlrate fome moral truth,* by fhow- 
ing the lovelinefs and advantages of Virtue, or 
the many misfortunes that flow^from vice. 

* See the ode of Sappho quoted by Longinus^ and tranfiafecd 
by B oilcan. 
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Where there is vice, which is deferable in it- 
self,. there mull be hate , fince the jirongefl" anti- 
fat by in nature , as Mr . 4 Pppe aflertcd in his 
writings, and proved by his whole life, fub/ifts 
between the good and the bad: how thife paflion 
.was the fource of that poetry, which wc call 
Satire , very improperly, ancj corruptly, fince the 
Satire of the Roman f was no' more than a moral 
piece, wliich they entitled S'atura or Satyra*, 
intimating, that the poem,, like a dijh of fruit 
'and corn offered to Ceres , contained a variety 
and plenty of fancies’ and figures; whereas -the 
true iirvcElives of the ancients were callec^ Iambi* 
of which we have feveral examples in Catullus , 
and in the Epodes of Horace , who imitated the 
very meafures ajid manner of Archilochus . 

Thefe are the principal fources of poetry ; and 
of ?m\fick alfo; as^ it fha[l be my endeavour to 
Ihow : but it is firft neceflary to fay a »few 
words on the 7iature of founds a vely copious 
fubjed, which would require a long;xliflertation 
to be accurately difeufled. Without entering 
into^a difeourfe on the .vibrations of chords, or 
the undulations of thj air ^ it will be lufficknt for 
our purpofe to obferve that there is a great dif- 
ference between a common found, and a mufical 
found \ which confifts chiefly in., this, that the 

• * Some Latin words were fpelled cither with ai\ u or a y , 
is SuIfa*or Sylfa, ' 
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former is Ample and entire in itfelf like a point , 
while the latter is always accompanied with 
other founds, without ceafmg to be one ; like 
a circle, which is an entire figure, though it is 
generated by 'a multitude of* points flowing, 
at equal diftances, round a common, centre. 
Thcfe acccffory founds^ which are caufed by the 
aliquots of a fonerous body vibrating at once, 
are called Harntonicks* r, and the whole fyftem of 
modern Harmony depends upon them ; though 
it \vere eafy to .prove' that the fyftem is unna- 
tural, and only made tolerable to the ear by habit: 
for whenever we ftrike the perfect accord on a 
harpfichord or an organ, the harmonicks of the 
third and fifth have alfo their own harmonicks, 
which are ‘dilfonant from the • principal ncjte: 
thefe horrid diflonanaes* are, indeed, almoft 
overpowered by tfie^ natural hhrmonickt of the 
principal chord, but th^t does not prove them 
agreeable. Singe natui'e has given us. a delight- 
ful harnjony of her own, why ftiould we de- 
ftroy it by :lie additions of art? It is* like think- 
ing 

. - to painf the lily. 

And add a p*fume*to the violet. 

Now let us conceive that fome, vehement 
paflion is exprelfed iti ftrong words, exadly 
meafured, and pronounced, ih a common voice , 
jn juft cadence, and with proper accents, IpcH 
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an expreflion of the paflion will be genuine 
poetry ; and the famous ode of Sappho is al- 
lowed to be fo in the ftri&eft fenfe : but if the 
lame ode, with all its natural accents, were ex- 
prefled in a mujical voice (that is, in founds ac- 
companied with their Harmonicks), if it were 
lung in due time and meafure, in a Ample and 
pleafing tune, that added force to the words 
without ftifling them, it would then be pure 
and original mufick; not merely Toothing to the 
ear, but affecting to the heart;' not an imitation 
of nature, but the voice of nature herfelf. But 
there is another point in which rnujick mult re- 
ferable poetry , or it will lofe a confiderable part 
of its effedt ; we all mult have obferved, that a 
fpeaker, agitated with paflion, or an adtor, who 
is, indeed , 1 ftridtly an 'initiator, are perpetually 
changirfg the tone and pitch of their voice, as 
the fenfe of their words varies : it may be worth 
while to examine how „this variation is ex- 
prefleJ in nmfick. Every body knows 1 that the 
mufical fettle confifts of feven notes, above 
* which we find a fucceflion of fintilar founds re- 
peated in the fame order, and above that, other 
fucceflions/ as far as they can be continued by 
the human voice, or diftingulfhed by the hu- 
man ear: now each of thefe feven founds has 
no mere meaning, when it is heard feparately, 
than single letter of the alphabet would have; 
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and k is .only by their fucceffion, anu their re- 
latlon to one priqpipal found, that they, take 
any rank in the f<;ale; or differ from each other, 
except as they are graver, or* more acute: but 
in the % regular fcale each interval affumes a 
proper character, and every note (lands related 
to the firft # or principal one by various propor- 
tions. Now a feries of founds relating to one 
leading note is called a 'mode, or a tone, and, as 
there are twelve femitones in the fcale, each of 
which may be ntade in its turn the leader of*a 
mode, it follows that there are twelve modes; 
and gach of them has a. peculiar character, arif- 
ing from the pofition of the modal note, and 
from fome minute difference in the ratio’s, as of 
81 to 80, or a comma; ior .tKerc^are fomedn* 
tervals, which cannot *eafily" be rendered on bur 
inflruments, yet have a furjprtering effeft in mo- 
dulation , orJn the tranfitions from one mode to 
another. 

The yiodgs of the arfcientfc are faid to have 
had a wonderful effebl over the "blind ; and 
Plato , who permits the DoriSii in his imaginary* 
republick, orl account of its caknnefs and gra- 
vity, excludes the Lydia?: , becaufe of its languid, 
tender, and. effeminate ehara&er : not that any 
feries of m^re founds has a power of raifing 
or foothing the jiafligns, but each # of thefe 
modes was appropriated Jo a particular kind of 
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poetry, and a particular mftrument; and the 
chief of them, as the Dorian , Phrygian , lydilin, 
Ionian , Eollan , Locrian , belonging originally to 
the nations, from which they took their names : 
thus the Phrygian mode, which was ardent and 
impetuous, was ulually accompanied with trum- 
pets, and the Mixolyduan which, if we believe 
Arijloxenus , was invented by* Sappho, was pro- 
bably confined -to the pathetick and tragick 
ftyle : that tliefe modes had a relation to poetry , 
as well as to mu/ick , appears from a fragment of 
Laf us, in which he fays, I fing of Ceres, and 
her daughter Melibaea, the confort of Pluto , in 
the Rohan mode , full of gravity \ and Pindar 
calls one of his Odes an Eolian fong. If the 
Greeks furpafied 4 us in the ftrength of their mo- 
dulations, *we have An advantage over them 
in our minor Jcale , which fupplies us with 
twelve new modes, where the tvyo femitones 
are removed from their natural pOfition between 
the third and fourth , 1 the feventli and eighth 
notes, and c placed between the fecond and third, 
the fifth and fixth; this change of the femitones, 
by giving a minor third to the modal note, 
foftens the "general expreflion of the mode, and 
adapts it admirably tO‘fubjedts of grief and af- 
jUSlion: the minor mode of D is tender, that of 
C, with * three flats, plaintive, and that of F, 
with f©iu*, . pathetick and mournful to the high- 
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eft degree, for which reaforTit was chofen by 
the excellent Pe$golefi in his Stabat Mater . 
Now thefe twenty-four modes, artfully inter- 
woven, and changed as ofteft as the fentiment 
changes, may, it is evident, exprefs all the va- 
riations ir^the voice of a Ipeaker, and gfve an ad- 
ditional beauty to the accents of a poet. Con- 
liftently with tfie foregoing principles, we may 
define original and native poetry to be the lan- 
guage of the violent y poffiom^ exprefed in exact 
meafnre , with Jtrong accents and Jignijicant words ; • 
# and true ?nufick to be ho more than poetry , deli- 
vered in afuccejfion of harmonious founds ^fo difpofed 
as to pleafe the ear . It is in this view only that 
we muft confider the mufick of the ancient 
Greeks , or attempt to account for its am^xiug 
effedts, which we find related b^ the gravelt 
hiftorians, and philofop^ers*; it was wholly 
paflionate-or deferiptive, and fo clofely. united 
to poetry, that it never obftrudted,- but always 
incrcaifcd its influence;* whereas ourboafted har- 
mony, w T ith all its fine accords, numerous 
parts, painltf nothing,^ cxprefics nothing, lays 
nothing to the heart, and copfequently can onjy 
give mor$ or lefs pleafure to one*of our fenfes; 
and no reafonable msfn will feriotifly prefer a 
tranfitory pleafure, which muft loon end in fa- 
tiety, or even in difguft, to a delight of thc # foyI, 
ariling from fympathy, Jand founded# oil the na- 
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tural paflions, always lively, always interefling, 
always tranfporting. The cld divifions of mu- 
fick into celejlial and earthly , ' divine and human , 
active and contemplative, intellective and oratorial, 
were founded rather upon metaphors, and chi- 
merical analogies, than upon any real diftihe- 
tions in nature; but the want of making a dif- 
tinflion between mufick of mere founds, and the 
tnufick of the pnfpons, has been the perpetual 
iburce of confufion and contradictions both 
among the ancients and the moderns : nothing 
can be more oppolite in many points than the fy In- 
terns of Rameau and 'fartini, one of whom afferts 
that melody fprings from harmony, and the 
other deduces harmony from melody; and both 
a-e'in the right, if the firft fpeaks only of that 
mufick, which took its rife from the multiplicity 
of founds heard at once in tie fonorous body , and 
the fecond, of that, which rofe from the accents 
and. inflexions of the human voice , animated by the 
pajpons: to decide, as Rouffeau fays, whether of 
thefe two fchools ought to have the preference, 
We need only afk a plain queftion, Was the 
Troice made for the inftruments, or the inftru- 
ments for thd voice? 

In defining what true ’ poetry ought to be, ac- 
cording to our principles, we have deferibed 
what it really was among the , Hebrews, the 
Greeks and Romans, the Arabs and Perjidns . 
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The. lamentation of David , and his facred odes, 
of Y>falms, the foqg of Solomon , the prophecies 
of Ifaiah , Jeretpi&h y and the other infpired 
writers, are truly and ftriftly -poetical; but what 
did David of Solomon imitate in their divine 
poems ? A man, who ijs really joyfnl or af- 
flidted, caijnot be.faid.to Imitate joy or affli&ion. 
The lyrick verfes of Aicceus, Aleman, and Iby- 
cus y the hymns o£ Callimachus , *fhe elegy of 
Moprhus on the death of Bion f are all beautiful 
pieces of poetry*? yet Aicceus was no imitator* of 
love, Callimachus was’ no imitator o f religious 
awe.and admiration, Mo/cbus was no imitator of 
grief at the lofs of an amiable friend. Arijlotlc 
himfelf wrote a very poetical elegy on the 
death of a man, whom. he. h*ad‘ loved; but 
would be difficult to ftiy'what he irritated ifl it: 
“ O virtue , who propofeji '' many laboifrs to the 
*i human race,' and art •fad the alluring objett of 
“ our life’. Jins thy charms, O beautiful goddejs, 
“ it waj always an envied happhujs in Greece 
“ even to die, and to f offer the mofa painful, the 
“ mojl affliUfng evijs: fuch‘ are the immortal 
“ fruits, which thou raiffl in our minds; fruits, 
u more precious than gold, more fweet than the 
“ love of parents, and Jvft regofe: for thee Her - 
“ cules the* fon of Jove, and the twins of Leda, 
“ fuftained many Idbours, anti by their illufrious 
** aSlions fought thy favour ; for lo%e -of /bef. 
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u Achiilcs and Ajax defended to the ruanfien of 
u Pluto ; and, through a zeal for thy charms , /,!)* 
“ prince of Atnrnea alfo was, deprived of the 
€€ fun's light: therefore fall the mufes , daughters 
“ of memory, render him immortal for his glorious 
<c deeds, whenever they Jing the god f bofpitality, 
“ and the honours due to a Ja fling Jrie%djhip.” 

In the preceding colledtion* of poems, there 
arc fome Ea/lcrn fables, fome odes, a panegyrick 9 
and an elegy; yet it does not appear to me, that 
there is the leaft imitation in * cither of them : 
Petrarch was, certainly, too deeply afledted 
with real grief and the Per/ian poet was too € iin- 
cere a 1 ver, to imitate the pa Cions of others. 
As to the reft, a fable in verfc is no more an 
imitation than* a fide, in prole; and if every 
pociical narrative, wiiicli (lefcribes tlie manners, 
and relates the adventures* of men, be called 
imitative , every romance, and even every his- 
tory, mufti ' be called fo ILkewnlb fince many 
poems are only romance's , or parts o ijdjfcry told 
in a regjilarTneafure. 

1 What has been faid of poethy, may w T ith 
equal force be applied to ntitfck , which is poetry, 
drefTed to advantage; and even t,o painting , 
many forts of which are poems to* the eye, as 
all poems, merely deferiptive, are* pictures to 
the ear; and this way of confidering them will 
f/:t the’ refinements o£ modern artifts in their 
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true light.; for the paffions, which were given by 
nafure, never fpoke in an unnatural form* and 
no man, truly aflfetfed with love or grief, ever 
expreffed the one in an acrojlick , or the other 
in a fu\ne: thefe remains, therefore, of the falfe 
t which prevailed in jhc dark ages* fhould 
be banifhed*from this, which is enliglitened with 
a juft one. 

It is true, that fotne kinds of painting are 
ftriflly imitative^ «as that which is folely in- 
tended to reprefent the hyman iigure and court- 
tfinance; but it will* be found, that thofe 
pi&urcs have always .the greateft effeft, which 
rcprelent fome pafjion, as the martyrdom of Sf. 
slgncs by DomcnichmOy and the various repre- 
fentadons of the cnicifixim by &e "(jin eft maifer# 
of Italy ; and there can he no donfct, but that 
the famous fieri fee* of Ipkigcriia by *fimanthes 
was affe&mg to die higheft degree ; yrhich 
proves, not tliat painting cannot be faid to iy?i- 
tati\ but that its moft powerful influence over 
the mind arifes, like that of the other ar£s, from 
Sympathy. 

1% is aflerted alfo .that Jefcrjp+ive poefry, and 
defcripiiv e lpufick, as they are called, are ftrict 
imitations ; but, not to •iniift^that mere dr/crip- 
tion is the meaneft part of both arts, if indeed 
it belongs to them at alj, it is clear, that wQrd$ 
_and* founds have no kijtd of rcfemblanctf t© 
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vjfible objefts: and what is an imitation, but a 
refemblance of fome other thing? Befides, no 
unprejudiced hearer will fay that he finds the 
fmalleft traces of imitation in the numerous 
fugues , counterfugues , and diviJions y which ra- 
ther difgrace than adorn the modern mu lick: 
even founds themfelves ar,e imperfectly imitated 
by harmony, and, if we fometimes hear the 
murmuring of a brook , or the chirping of birds in 
a concert, we are generally apprifed before-hand 
of the paflages, where we may expedi them. 
Some eminent muficians, indeed, have been 
abfurd enough to think of imitating laughter 
and other noifes, but, if they had fucceedcd, 
they could not have made amends for their 
y:ant of tafte in attempting it; for fuch ridi- 
culous imitations muft neceffarily deftroy the 
fjpirit and dignity of the ,fincft poems, which 
they ought to illuftrate by a graceful^ and natural 
melody, .It leems to me, that, as thofe parts of 
poetry , mujick, and paintings which relate to the 
paffions, afFedt by fympathy , fo thofe, which are 
merely deferiptive’, adfc by a kind of fubJiitulion y 
that is, by raifing in our minds, affedtions, or 
fentiments, • analogous to thofe, which arife in 
us, when the refpedtive objedts in nature are 
prefented to our fenfes." Let us^fuppole that 
a poet, a mulician, and a painter, are ftriving to 
give th^r friend, or patron, a pleafure fimilar 
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to tl\at, which he feels at the fight of a beau* 
tifut profpedt. The firft will form an agreeable 
affemblage of lively* images, which he will ex* 
prefs in fmooth and elegant verfes of a fprightly 
meafure; he will defcribe the moft delightful ob- 
jects, and will add to the graces of his defcription 
a certain cfelicacy.of fentiment, and a fpirit of 
cheerfulnefs. Th£ mufician, who undertakes to 
fet the words of the ppeft, will feledt fome mode, 
which, on his violin, has the charadter of mirth 

» • l 

and gaiety, as the Eolian, or E fiat , which he 
will change as the fentiment is varied: he will 
exprefs the words in a fimpfe and agreeable me- 
lody, which will not difguife, but embellilh 
► them, without aiming at any fugue, or figured 
harmony: he will ufe the hafs,. to mark the. 
modulation more ftrohgty," efpecialiy _ in the 
changes; and he will.place the tenour generally 
in unifon with the bafs, to prevent too great a 
diftance between the parts : in the fy mphony Jje 
will, abovp ajl things, avoid a double melody , and 
will apply his variations only to fonfd acfeflory 
ideas, which .fhe^ principal [fart, that i^, the 
voice * could not eafily cxpi;efs: Jie will not make , 
a number of ufelefs repetitions, becaufe the 
pajfions'* only jrepeat the fame ^expreffions, and 
dwell upon the fame fentiments, while deferip - 
tion can only reprefdnt ,a fingle object by # a. 
fingle* fentence. The paiijter will defcribe Tity. 
voi. viii. . y. 
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vifible objects more exactly than his rivals, but 
he will fall fhort of the other artifts in a very 
material circumftance; namely, that his pencil, 
which may, indeed, exprefs a Ample paffion, 
cannot paint a thought, or draw the {hades of 
fentimefit : he will, however, finifh his land- 
fcape with grace and elegance ; his colours will 
be rich, and glowing; his perfpedtive {hiking; 
and his figures will be'd’fpofed with an agree- 
able variety, but not with confufion : above all, 
he will diffufe over his whole piece fuch a fpirit 
of livelinefs and feftivity, that the beholder fhall 
be feized with a kind of rapturous delight, and, 
for a moment, miftake art for nature. 

Thus will each artift gain his end, not by 
irritating the works cf nature, but by affuming 
heir power, and caufing the fame effect upon 
the imagination', which her charms produce to 
the fenfes: this muft 'be the chief object of a 
ppet, a mufician, and r*. paiotfer, who know 
that great effects arc " not produced by minute de- 
tails, put "by the general fpirit cf the whole piece, 
and that a 'gaudy compojition mdy Jlrike the mind 
for a fbort time, but that the beauties offmpli- 
city are both more delightful, and more perma- 
nent. 

As the paffons are differently modified in dif- 
ferent men, and as even* the various objects in 
nature affect our mitids in various degreefe, it is 
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obvious, that there muft be a great, diversity in 
the pleasure, which we receive from the fine arts, 

4 * 

whether that plegfure arifes from fympathy or 
fubfiitution\ and* that it wei£ a wild notion in 
artifls % to think of plcafing evety reader, hearer, 
or beholder; fince every man has a particular fet 
of objects* *and a particular inclination, which 
direct: him in tile choice of his pleafures, and 
induce him to Confide* the productions, both of 
nature and of art, as more or lefs elegant, in 
proportion as they gi\'e him a greater or fmaller 
degree of delight : this -does not at all contradict: 
the opinion of many able* writers, that there is 
one uniform Jlandard* of tajle\ fince the paffions, 
and, confequently, fy??ipathy 9 are generally the 
fame in all' men, till they are weakened by gge, 
infirmity, or other caufes. • 

If the arguments, ufed in this eflay, ’have any 
w.eight, it ^wili appear, tliat the fineft parts 
of poetry, mufjek, and painting, are expreflive 
of the paflions, and operate on our minds by Jym - 
pathy\ that the inferior parts of them are de - 
feriptive of iyrtural ohjeSis , and affect: us chieffy. 
Ey fubfiitution ; tliat the cxprefliojis of lave , pity , 
defire , and the lender paflions,’ as well as the de- 
feriptions of objcfls that .delight the fenfes, pro- 
duce in the grts what We call the beautiful ; but 
that hate i anger , fear, and the terrible paflions 
as well as objects, which are unp leafing to.thj 
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fenfes, are productive of the fublime , when they 
are aptly exprefled, or defcribed. 

Thefe fubje&s might be purfued to infinity; 
but, if they were, amply difcuffed, it would be 
neceffary to write a feries of difleltations, inftead 
of an effay. 
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THE MUSE RECALLED, 

AN ODE : 


Return, celestial Muse,. 

By whose bright fingers o’er my infant head. 

Lull’d with immortal symphony, were spread 
Fresh bays and flow’rets of a«thousand hues ; 

Return ! thy golden lyre, 

Chorded with sunny rays of temper’d fire, 

Which in Astraea’s fane I fondly hung, 

Bold I reclaim : biit ah, sweet maid, . 

Bereft of thy propitious aid 
My voice is tuneless, and my harp unstrung. 

In vain I call . . .•"What charm, lfrhat potent spetf 
Shall kindle into.life the long-unwaken’d shell ? 

Hast(! the well-wrought? * basket bring, 

Which two sister Graces wove. 

When the A&ird, whpse praise f *sirtg, • 

• . • 

flushing sought the bridal^ grove. 

Where the slow-descending sun 
Gilt the hpw’rs of Wimbledon. 

Miss Louisa Bingham, and Miss Frances ^Molesworth her cousin, 
decked a basket with ribbands and Ropers to hold the nuptial presents. 
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In the 'vase mysterious fling 
Pinks and roses gennn’d with dew, 

Flow’rs of ev’ry varied hue, 

Daughters fair of early spring, 

Laughing sweet with sapphire eyes, 

Or with Iris* mingled dyes : 

“Then around the basket go, 

Tripping light with silent pace. 

While, with solemn voice and slow 
Thrice pronouncing, thrice I trace 
On the silken texture bright, ' 

Character’d in beamy light, 

Names of more than mortal pow’r. 

Sweetest influence to diffuse ; 

Names, that from her shadiest bow’r 
Draw the soft reluctant muse. 

First, I with living gems enchase 
The name of Her, whom f jr this festive day 
With zone and mantle elegantly gay 
The Craces have adorn’d, herself a Grace, 
Molesworth . . . hark I a swelling ncte 
Seems on Zephyr’s wing to float. 

Or has vain hope my flatter’d sense beguil’d ? 
Next Her, who braided many a flow’r 
To deck her sister’s nuptial bow’r, 
Bingham, with gentle heart and aspect mild : 

The charm prevails ... I hear, I hear 
flCkfeins nearer yet, and yet more near. 
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f> till,. ye nymphs and youths, advance* 

Sprinkle still the Jpalmy show’i^ 

Mingle still tbe.mazy dance. 

Two names of unresisted powY* 

• • 

Bdliold, in radiant characters I write : 

O rise ! O leave thy secret shrine, 

•• • 

For they, •who all frhy nymphal train outshine, 
Duncannon*, heavenly Muse, and Devonshire f invite. 

Saw ye not yon myrtle wave ? 

• Pleard ye not a warbled strain ? 

Y cs ! the harp, which Clio gave. 

Shall his ancient sound regain. 

OTie dearer name remains. Prepare, prepare! 

She comes . . . how swift th' impatient air 
Drinks jlie rising accent sweet ! 

Soon the charm shall Jbe complete 
Return, and wake the silent string ; 

Return, sweet Mus^, for A&thorp bids me sing. 

’Tis she . and, as she smiles, the breathing lyre 
Leaps from his silken baifds, and darts ethereal iire. 

Bright son of ev’ning, lucid star. 

Auspicious rise thy soften’d b# atn. 

Admir’d ere Cynthia’s pearly car 
' O’er hoav’n^ pure "azure spreads ^ier gleam - 
Thou*saw’st the blooiping palr^ 

Like thee serenely*fa ir, 

* Laily Henrietta Spencer* second daughtt t of John earl* Spencer, and 
wifepf the lord viscount Duncannon, eldest son of the earl of BesboroughT 

f Lady Gcorgiana, eldest daughter#}! earl Sjxsncer^and wife of \Vil-* 
)iam Cavendish, fifth duke of Devonshire, # 
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By love united and the nuptial vow. 

Thou seest the mirthful train 
Dance to th’ unlabour’d strain, 

Seest bound witte*myrtle ev’ry youthful brow. 

Shine forth, ye silver eyes of night. 

And ga£e on virtues crown’d with treasures of delight. 

And thou, the golden-tressed child of morn. 
Whene’er thy all-inspiring heat 
Bids bursting rose-buds hill and mead adorn. 

See them with ev’ry gift that Jove bestows. 

With ev’ry joy replete. 

Save, when they melt at sight of human woes. 

Flow smoothly, circling hours. 

And o’er their heads unblended pleasure pour ; 

Nor let your fleeting round 

>< i 

Their mortal transports bound. 

But All tneir cup of bliss, eternal powYs, 

Till time himself shall cease, and suns shall blaze no more. 

Each morn, reclin’d on many a fose, 

Lavinia’s * pencil shall disclose 
New forms of dignity and grace, 

Tn’ expressive, air, th’ impassion’d face. 

The ^urled smile, the bubbling tear, 

d , * 

The bloom of nope, the snow of fear. 

To some poetick tale fresh beauty give. 

And bid the starting tablet rise and live 5 


* Lady A 1 thorp has an extraordinary talent for drawing histoiick sub* 
jects, and expressing the passions ix* the most simple maimer. 
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.Or with swift fingers shall she touch the strings. 
And in the magick loom of harmony 
Notes of such worfd’rous texture weave. 

As lifts the soul on seraph wings. 

Which, as they soar above the jasper sky. 

Below them suns unknown and worlds unnumberVl leave. 

Whileothou, b^list’rting crowds approv’d. 

Lov’d by the Muse and by the poet lov’d, 

• • # •• 

Ax thorp, shouldst* emulate the fame 

pf Roman patriots th’ Athenian name $ 

Shouldst charm with full persuasive eloquence, 

* With all thy * mother’s grace, and all tliy father’s sense, 
Th* applauding senate ; whilst, above thy head. 
Exulting Liberty should smile. 

Then, bidding dragon-born Contention cease. 

Should knit the dance with mcek-ey’d # Peacc, 

And by thy voice impell’d should spread * 

An universal joy around her cherish’d isle. 

But ah ! thy publick virtues, yopth, are vain 
In this voluptuous,Vhis abandon’d age, 

WheV Anion’s sons with* frantick rage. 

In crimes alone and recreant baseness bold. 

Freedom and C©ncord, with their weeping’train, 
Rep’idiate ; slaves of vic§, and slavey of gold !| 

They, oi\ starry pinions sailing 
Through the crystal fields of air, 

Mourn their efforts unavailing. 

Lost persuasions, fruitless care : 

* Georgians Poyntz* countess Spencer. • 
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Truth, Justice, Reason, Valour, with them fly 
To seek a purer soil, a more congenial sky. 

Beyond the vast Atlantick deep 
A dome by viewless genii shall be rais’d. 

The walls of adamant compact and steep. 

The portals with sky-tin Uur’d gems emblazed : 

There on a lofty throne shall Virttie stand f 
To her the youth of Delaware shall kneel ; 

And, when her smiles rain pleflty o'er the land. 

Bow, tyrants, bow beneath th’ avenging steel ! 
Commerce with fleets shall mock the waves. 
And Arts, that flourish not with slaves. 

Dancing with ev’ry Grace and ev’ry Muse, 

Shall bid the valleys laugh and heav’nly beams diffuse. 
She ceases ; and a strange delight 
Still vibrates on. my ravish’d ear : 

What flobds of glory drown my sight ! 

What scenes t view ! Whac sounds I hear I 
This for my friend . » . but, gentle nymphs, no more 
Dare I with spells divine the Muse ’ ecall : 

Then, fatal harp, thy transient rapture o’er, 

Calm 1 replace thee on the sacred wall. 

Ah, see how lifeless hangs tke lyre. 

Net lightning^ now, frit glitt’ring wire f 
Me to the brawling bar and wrangles hig 1 * 
Bright-haired Sabrina calls and rosy-bosom’d Wye. 
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A L C M U S. 


O J \l9ot f t Jii 

Tf^gvay ft I 7 rfxri; tTariv, 

’AXX* cxk CT3T 7 «v LLO-sv *ANAPE£ 
ciJ'^av ilioTfj, 

^E^uvOa. TH'/Jl j£ xeXsif. 

Ate. quoted by Aristides, 


WHAT constitutes 9 State ? 

Not high-rais’d battlement or laboured mound; # 

Thick wall or moated gJKe ; 

• * 

Not cities proud toith spires and turrets crown’d $ • 
Not bays\nd broad-arm’ d ports. 

Where * latching at the storm, rich navies ride. 

Not starr’d and spangled courts. 

Where low-brow’d basenest wafts perfume foo pwde. 

No : — MEN, Irigh~mihded*MI?N, 

With pow’ft as far above dull brutes endued 
In forest, brake, pr den, 

/is beasts excel cold rocks and brabbles rude^j 
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Men, who their duties know. 

Bat know their rights , and, knowing, dare maintain. 
Prevent the long-aim’d blow. 

And crush the tyrant while they rend the chain : 

These constitute a State, 

And sovereign LAW, that state s collected ivilf. 

O’er tlirones and globes elate 

'» o 

Sits Empress, crowning good, repressing ill \ 

Smit by her sacred frown 

* 

The fiend Discretion like a vapour sinks. 

And e’en th’ all-dazzling Crown 

Hides his faint rays, and at her bidding shrinks 

Such was this h°av’n-lov\l isle. 

Than I.esbos fairer and the Cn Ian shore ! 

No more shall Freedom smile ? 

Shall Britons languish, and be MEN no more 1 
. \ 

Since all must life resign. 

Those «weet rewards, which decorate the brave, 

’Tis folly to decline, 

* 

And steal inglorious to the silent grave. ^ 


Alu‘. r :ivenr?y, 
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CALL I STRATUS. 


'F.v fX'Jfl it T3 9*21 '"W, 

w £L'rvrp * Af£?ci r £' rS #A£<? syfiTw/j 
* 07* ToV Tv^etv.sv jiiavfTtjV 
^Ico'.oy.v; t 5 ’A^/.ra; «iciff;(7«7»iv. 


QlimI .«*i po«.t 7 r/<i.v ill as Mtr.tia* t Tyrgnnoctmris quispiam /a//* aliqnnd cut * 
plcbi tradidissi’t, irique Suhunam ct fori circuits et in ora vu’gi in- 
tulissct, actum profir to Jui^et dc partibus deque dominatione Cmsa- 
7«m; plus m?hercule valim«ct unum Arfx^W quam Ciceroni* 

Philippics nmnrs. 

JLowth Vt Sucru Pocsi, Prari. I. 


V ERtJANT myrtle's branchr pride 

• • 

Shal?nrf biting falchion wreathe : 

Soon shall grace each manly side 

Tubes thaf speak anfl points that breathe# 

Thus* HaruteJius, £lio:ie>tI*y blade ! 

Thus, Avistogitori) thine ! 

Whose, when BRITAIN sighs for aid, 

Whose shall now delav to shine ? 
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Dearest youths, jn islands blest , 

Not, like recreant idlers, dead. 

You with fleet P elide* rest. 

And with godlike Diomcd. 

Verdapt myrtle's branchy pride 
Shall my thirsty blade intwine : 

Such, Hannodius , deck’d thy side ! 
Such, Aristogitorty thine ! . 

^hey the base Hipparchus slew 
At the feast for Pallas crown’d : 

Gods ! how swift ,the ; r poniards flew ? 
How the monster ting’d the ground ? 

Then in Athens all was Peace, 

Equal Laws and Liberty *, 

Nurse of Arts, and eye of Greece ! 
People valiant, Arm, and free ! 

ivot less glorious was thy deed, 
Wentworth^ fix’d in Virtue’s cause ; 

Not less brilliant be thy meed, 

Lenox y friend to Equal Laws ! 

High in Freedom’s tempi/, rais’d, 

See Fitz Maurice beaming stand, 

v For collected Virtues prais’d, 

• . 

Wisdom’s voice, and Valour’s hand ! 

Ne’er shall fate their eyelids close : 
They, in blooming regions blest. 

With Harmodius shall repose. 

With Arxstogiton rest. 
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Noblest Chiefs, a Hero’s crown 

Let th' Athenian ^patriots claim : 

You less' fiercely won renown * 

You assum’d a milder name. 

• • 

• They thro’ blood for glory strove* 

You more blissful tiding* bring ; 

# *They tci death a Tyrant drove, 

» 

You to fame restor'd a KING. 

Rise, BRITA&NIA, dauntless* rise ! 
Cheer’d with triple Harmony, 

Monarch good, and Nobles wise. 
People valiant, firm, and FREE ! 

May 14 , 1762, 


VOL. VIII- 



LIBERTATEM 


Carmen*. 


Virtus renascens quem jubet ad sonos 
Spartanam avitos ducere tibiam ? « 

Quis fortium csetus in auras 
uEtherias juvenum debit, 

Quos, Marti amicos, aut hyadntHnis 
Flava in palaestra conspicuos comis ; 

Aut alma Libertas in undis 
Egelidis agues' ved£bat, 

Caeleste ridens ? Qui c modulabitur 
Excelsa plectro carmina 1-esbio ; 

Quae" dims, Alcaeo sonante, 

r w 

Audiit ct tremuit dynastes ? 

Quis myrteft ensem fronde reconditum 
Cantabit f Ilium, civibus Harmodi 

Dilecte servatis, tenebas : 

Tuque fidelis AriJtogitom 

* It may be proper, though unnecessary, to inform the classical 
reader, that some stanzas of this Alcaick are little more than a liberal 
translation from Collins's Ode to liberty. 
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Vi* se ^efrsenat fulmineus chalybs : 

lAox igne divino emifat, exilit ; 

Et cor reluctant ’fyranni 

Perforat ictibus haud remissis*; 

O ter* placentem Palladi victimam ! 

Nec tu minorem Roma dabas Jovi ; 

• • . 

Ex ore turn Rrutt sorrttret. 

Sanguine Csesareo rubentis. 

Vox grata Djvis, — gratsflque Tullio 1 
AJi ! lacrymarum n'e ^scajebrse fluant, 
Afflicta Libertas, tuarum : 

(O pudor ! O miseri Quirites ! ) 
Vdfri tacebo carnificis dolos, 

Cui nomen Augusto impia plebs dedit ; 
Fletura qt infandas Neronum 
Nequitias odiosiorum. 

Nolo tyrannorum improbioribus 
Sanctum inquin^ri norAinibus melos, 
Quos turpis aetas in Laminae 
Dedecus exkiumque gentis 
Produxft. *His tej Diva, furentibus. 
Ad templa cseli et sidei*eas domos 
. Vidit jugatis sukvolafttena 

• Musa aquiljs nitidoque Airru7 
At Roma, vasti molibus imperl 
Sublata, cenfum nubila brachiis 
DifFert, cblosseoque Olympi 
Vertice verticibus minatur. 

x% 
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Sed, fervidi instar diluvii mens, 
Septem relictis turba trionibus 
Formidolosorum gigantum 
Hesperios populatur agros. 

Qui plurimo conamine, plurimis 
Immane adorti monstrum ululatibus, 
Vix diro anhelantesque frendtn — 
— tcsque trahunt strepitu ruinam. 
Gens, te remota, nulla diu potest 
Florere. Mox tu purpureas, Dea, 
Sedes reliquisti piorum, 


Ausa novas habitare terras. 


Turn vitibus Florentia vestiens 


Colles apricos, et nemora aureo 
Splendor e maloruin coronans, 

Tc coluit,— coluitque rnusas ; 
Casura amata, (vx miserae !) manu, 
At tu petebas pratula mollium 
Pisarum, olivetumque Lucie, 

Et scopulos tenuis Marini. 

Vix te vocabat, nec docilem sequi. 
Dux gloriosse gemmifer Adriae ; 

Qui scandit, haud pauper maritus, 
Cseruleum Thetidos cubile. 


Post exulem te, nobilis insula, 
Tutis recepit Corsica rupibus : 

Qua Marte non uno subact C 
Saeve Ligur, nimium superbis. 
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Nijnc te nivosas, Diva, libentius 
•Quxro per Alpes 5 durus ubi gelu 
•Helvetius frangit Ijgone, aut 
Remigiis agitat Lemanum ; 

Quxyo per urtfes, dona maris, novaS, 

Et fida sacris tecta ciconiis : 

Ouaero |>&ludosos per jigros’, 

Et validoe sali<?eta gentis j 
Qiix fulmen Alftani haudnimuit dpcis. 
Hinc pulsa migras ? quo, Dea, quo fugis ? 
*Ah! grata dilootts Brftannis 

Njmipha, tuos video recessus. 

■ 

Olim, hxc recluisit musa vetustior : 

• .• 

Inter feracis littora Gallia: 

Intcrcpjc divisum Albionis 
Nulla yum resonabat unda 
At sxpe ab Icci, non madido p^de, 

Sa-ds verendas ad Dorobernix 

Sedes adornati ambulabant 

• • 

Glandifesa Druid a; corona. 

• • 

Tunc a^stuantes aci mare Supvicun> 

Flucius ruet>ant trainite dissito. 

Quo belluosi§ horret Orcas, 

Montibus et £laciata Thule. 

Sed mox resurgens oceanus xnanuife " 
EfFert minacem ; et, dum croceum Xthey^ 
Scindunt repercussis p»ocellx 
Fulguribus, validq tridente 
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Divellit agros dissociabiles : 

Tunc enatabas, pulchra Britannia, 
Silvisque, et arvis, et sonoris 
Amnibus egregie triumphans. 
Gemmata multa turn Thetis insula 
Risk : sacratis Mona, parens mea, 
Ornata quercetis refulsit •, 

Et zephyro recreafa Vectis. 

Haec facta nutu, Diva potens, tuo : 

Nam lassa dulcis pomiferas Vagae 
-Ripas, et undantis Sabrinae, 

Nobile perfugium, eligebas ; 
Remota Gallis : — Galli etenim truces, 
(Psychen ut antehac barbari amabilcm,) 
Te reppulerunt exulantem ; 

Gens meritas 4 luiti£ra pasnas ! 

Tunc, in recessu fertilis insular 
Lecto, sacratum nominibus tuis 
Fanum smaragdis emicabat 
Consitup? et aetheriis pyropis. 
Ventura jam turn fama Britannia;, 

Mira arte, mh*is picta color i bus, 
Postesque et> excel sum lacunar* 

Et Mariam irradiabat aulam. 
Depictus ensem protulit et stylum 
Sidneius ; heros, quern neque judicis 
Vultus, nec infamis tyranni 
Terruit ira diu rcposta. 
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Effulsit ardent! et gladio et lyra . 
•Miltonus audens, cui nrtidam nimis 

i 

• Te, nuda Libertas* *videnti 

• 

Nox oculos tenebrosa clausit ;• 
Nunq templo ift ipso, (qua radiat veloy 
Ora, profani, dicere,) vatibus 
Insertus herounvjue turmae 
Verba canit r&citanda Divis. 

O nympha ! maestam grata Britanqiam 
Ni tu revisas* percha civium 
* Non mite nepenthes fevabit 
Corda, salutiferumvennoly. 

• i 

Altaribus te jam tredecim vocat, 

• • 

Tc thure templisque urget America ; 

Audis ; Atlanteumque pennis 
Ire paVas Ievibus per aeguor. 

Ah ! ne roseta et fiumina dese^as 
Dilecta nuper : nam piget, — heu piget 
Martis nefasti fratricidae^ • 

Imperiique "male arrogati. 

• • 

lam, v^ris instar l pracniteas t novo 

• • 

Pacata vultu : Pax tibi sit comes ; 

Quse blandiv civilis duelli 
Sopiat ignivo % mos dractones. 

Cum transmarixis juncta sororibu*, 
Nectat choream lseta Britannia. 

Neu mitis absit, jam solutis 
Mercibus, baud yiolanda Ieme. 
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O I qu* paratur copia fulminis. 

Centum reposti navibus, improbos 
Gallos et audaces Iberos, '♦ 

Civibus haud nositura, frangat. 

Jdilms MarHis 

VDCCUZT 
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MONSIEUR A * * * DU P * * * 


DANS LAQUELLE EST COM PIUS 


T/EXAMEN 


DE SA TRADUCTION DES LITRES 


ATTKIBUfS A 


ZO'ROASTRE 


Beatus Fannius ultro 

Delatis capsis, «?t imagine. 




IJETTRE 


A 

MONSIEUR A*** DU P* * » 


. JNe toy £7. point .furpfis, Monfieur, de recevoir 
cette lctt v u’un inconnu, qui aime les vrais ta- 
lons, et qui fait apprecier les vbtres. 

Souffrez qu’on von*s fclicite de vos heurcufcs 
ddeouvertes. Vous avez l'ouvent prodigue vo- 
tre precieufe vie; vous avez jfraochi des mers 
oragenles, dos montagnes .rcmplies; de tigre£; 
vous avez flctri vdtre tcint, qu? vous nt>us dites, 
avee autant d’elegahcequft de modeftie, avoir 
etc compofe de'lts et de rojes ; vous avez ‘effuye 

des mapx encore plus, cruels ; et tout <fela 

* • 1 

uniquement pour le bicn de la literature, et de 
ceux qui ont.ie rare bonhejar. de.vou? relTcnv # 
bier. 

Vous avez ftpprfs deux fatigues anciennef, 
que TEurop'e entiere igijorait*; vous avez rap- 

* Ce n'eft point par affixation qu’oi* fuit ici ro$thographe de 

M. de Voltaire. Ce grand £cri*ain qui a rendu tant de ferviega 

[a langue, a cerUWcmentVaifon, lorfcjjj|il dit quon doit ecrire comme 
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porte en France le fruit de vos travaux, les li- 
vres du celebre Zoroaftre ; vous avez charrrte le 
public par votre agreable padudtion de cet ou- 
vragej et vous avez atteint le comblc de votre 
ambition, ou pi u tot l’objet de vos ardent defirs ; 
vous etes Membre de l’Academie des Infcrip- 
tions. 

Nous refpedtons, commc nous le devons, cette 
illuftre et iavante Academic: rnais vous meri- 
tez, ce nous femble, un titrc plus diftingue. 

Chriftophe Colomb ne decouvrit qu’un nou- 
veau moude, rempli de betes feroces, d’hommes 
plus feroces qu’elles, et de quelques mines de 
ce metal jaune, que vous avez prudemment 
neglige : mais pour vous, Monfieur, vous avez 
ckerche une nouvel'e religion, laifTant aux 
hommes oififs le fon; dc culther la leur. Les 
faints peres de votre chert patne n’ont jamais 
affronte tant de perils, pour avancer le vrai 
culte, que vous en avez cffnye pour decouvrir 
le faux. 

Plus grand voyageur que Cadmus, vous avez 
‘rapporte, ccmme lui, de pouveau.x cara&eres, et 
de nouveaux dieux. _ Nous difons de noqveaux 
dieux, car vous n’avez pas oublie, Monfieur, 
celui que vous volates dans une pagode pres de 
Keneri. 

on parle, pound qu'on ne ehoqve pas trop I't-sage, et qu'ctant iris- 
deVLt d St. Fran;ois, il a voulu le dittinguer des Francis. ' 
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A 6arler franchement, on doit vous faire pour 
le moms' rArchiinage, ou grand pretrc des 
Guebres, d’autant; j^ius que, dans ce nouveau 
pofte, vous aurjez l’occafion dq mettre un peu 
plus'de^w dans vos ecrits. 

* Voyageu^ Savant, Antiquaire, Heros, Libel - 
lijle , quels nitres fie fneritez-vous pas ? On fe 
contente de vou$ offrir celui qu’Hojace donnait 
a Fannius dans I’epigi’aphe de cctte lettre, que 
vous^avcz lue, fan’s* pc.ut-ctre vous douter de la 
juftefle de Implication. Comme lui vous vous 
applaudiffez fans mefure ;• vous voilaf beatus : 
vous «avez depofe voss manufcrits a la biblio- 
theque royale ; voila dehitis cap/is ; fans y etre 
• invite; voil^ ultro : et pour rendre la compa- 
rifon plus jufte, vous nous' dormetflgqvcnt votre 
portrait (imagines) duquel voys paraiflez fort 
epris. Mais Fannius etait,Poete, et par mal- 
heur il s’erf faut.de beaiicoup, a la fidtion.pres, 
que vous le foydz. 

Vous avee certainement dc plus hautes pre- 
tentions : facrifier au bien public Jcs dons les 

• ■* , % , j 

plus brillans *de la rfetuj-e eft toute autre chofe 
que <fe cueillir guelqoes la nets, fur le Pamafle *• 
et vous ne nous laiffez point ignorer ces Sacrifi- 
ces. Dans "votre premier volume, a la ving- 
tiefne page*, vous nous conjez ce que vous 

• • * # 

Oil ne citera. plus les.* pages de se livre, qui ne fera lu deeper* 

fJnne. 
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fouffrites pour “ /' impertinence cT tin jeune homme 
“ bienfait , et ct une tres-jolie- figure, dont V air di- 
“ daigneux avait indigne let^ pajfagers ; i/s enga- 
“ gerent, ditcs-v&us, deux matelots d le plonger 

dans la mer, lorfqu'ils le portcraient a 'terre en 
fort ant de la cbaloupe ; ce qui etoit. tres-focial. 
** On cxecuta cette commrfion t obligcante ; mat's , 
“ par une erreur dont vous futes la vi clime, et 
** dont vous n’etiez pas trop fdche, on vous prit 
“ pour le beau damoifcau, et on vous etendit fur le 
"fable, dans un endroit oil il y avait quatre pie ds 
“ d’cau. • Vous futes le premier d rire de la me- 
“ prifc et avec grande, raifon, puifqu’elle de- 
vait vous fervir a conftater les charmes que vous 
poflediez avant votre laborieux pelerinage. 

. 'Oh ! vou-;' avcz eu raifon de nous faire part 
de cette anecdote: il importe tres-fort, a ceux 
qui veulent s’inftruire des lois de la Perfe, de 
favoir, qu’au niois de Juin 1755 vous ref- 
fembliez a un petit- mafcre amoureux de foi- 
meme. 

Nour citerons un autre pallage dans vos pro- 
pres paroles audi’ modeftes que* bicn chofies. 

Lfobjet , dites-vous* qui enamenait dans S Inde, 
“ parut en lui-meme beau , mais peu important j et, 
u f Von me ft fa grdce de ne me pas regarder 
“ comme un joli impofteur , qui s’ it ait fervi de ce 
“ pritexte pour ventr . dans cette contree tenter 
** fortune , on crut J*un autre coti que le mime 
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** coup de> foleil, qui ferait di/paraitre les rofes de 
“ mon teifti, dijjiperaif mes premieres ide'es.” • 

On ignore, Montteur, ce que Ton pouvait 
penfer a Pondicheri, fur la bea'qte, on fur 1’ im- 
portance de l’objet qui vous y amenait, mais on 
pfeut* vous jflurer, qu'en ‘.Europe on ne vous 
prend pas aa moinj pour un jolt impofteur. 

Permettcz nontenant, Monfieur,.qu’on vous 
dife ferieufenaent ce que des' gens de lettres 
penfent de votre ehtreprife, de vos voyages, de 
vos trois gros volumes, et de votre favoir que 
voiis vantez avec li peu de referve. ✓ Dans le 
cours »de cet examcn, *on ne pourra s'empecher 
de faire quelques reflexions fur la maniere dont 
..vous en ufez.a la fin de votre difeours prelimi- 
naire, avec ceux qui mefitent vOtte refpedt et 
votre reconnaiflance. 

On doit aimer le.‘ vrai favoir: mais toutes 
eho'fes ne vilent pas la peine d'etre fues. II eft 
inconcevable qtfe daxls un fiecle, <Ju tous les 
arts fe perfe&ionnent, et toutes les fciences 
s’epurcat, ce qu’on appelle la litteraturo»en ge- 
nera 1, foit, paf faute de cjioix*, prelqua bar bare. 
On fait la profondeur des»mefs*bn fait les lois. 
et la marche<de la nature, on fait ce qui fe pafle 
dans toutes les parties^du mondc habitable; et 
on ignore cofnbien de chofes on ne doit pas fa- 
voir. 

.Socrate difait, en voyai\t*4ietaljge d’un bijou- 
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tier, ** De combien dc chofes je n’ai pas be- 
** foin !” On peut de meme s’ecricr, en con- 
tcmplant les ouvrages de r-.os.erudits, Combien 
de connaiflances il m’importe peu d’acquerir! 

Si vous aviez fait cette derniere reflexion, 
vous n’auricz pas aflronte la mort pour nous 
procurer des lumieres inutiles. 

La curiofite du public et des favans au fujet 
de Zoroaltre cclfa des qu’on cut vu quclques 
lambcaux de fes pretendus ouvrages dans le 
Saddar, ct dans d'autres livres, ecrits cn Perfan 
par des Mages qui- etaient allurement plus a 
portee de les faire connaitre qu’un Europeen au 
feint de rofe. 

On pofledait deja plufieurs traites attribues a 
Zerdulht o<r Zcratulht, traduits en Perfan mo- 
derne ; dc pretendues conferences dc ce legifla- 
teur avec Ormuzd. des pi -eres, des dogmes, des 
lois rdigieufes. Quclques favans, qui ont lu 
cos tradu&ions, nous ont allure,, que les originaux 
etaient dc la plus haute antiquite, parcc qu’ils 
renfermaient bcaucoup de platitudes, de^bevues, 
et dec contradictions : .mais rous’ avons cancju 
par les memes raifens, qu’ils etaient tros-mo- 
dernes, ou bien qu’ils n’etaient pas>d!un homive 
d’efprit, et d’u» philofaphe, tel que Zoroaltre 
eft pcint par nos hiftoriens. Vbtre nouvelle 
♦radudtion, Monfieur,- nous confirme dans ce 
'jugement:. tout lei college des Guebres aurait 
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beau noifs l’aflurer ; nous ne croirons jamais que 
le charlatan le moir^ habile ait pu ecrire les fa- 
daifes dont vos de\x derniers volumes font 

A 

nemplis. 

Mai s’ fuppofons, pour un moment, qge ce re- 
cueil de gaUfnatias contienne reellement les lois 
et la religfon des? ancicns Perfes ; etait-cc la 
peine d’aller ft loin pour nous ev inftruire ? 
Croyez-nous,* Monfieur, vous auriez mieux fait 
de vous en tenir. a ’vos belles lois feodales, et a 
votre religion Romainc, qu’apparemment vous 
cherifiez. V Dus auriez pCu etre un gt*and Avo- 
cat, ft vous parlez aufli bien que vous ecrivez; 
ou un excellent, fcholaftique, avec tant foit peu 
■ plus d’orguoil. 

Nous dirons mtme, et qous fe" dirons hardi- 
ment, que, s’il etait poflible tje recoifwer tous 
les livres de Lycurgue, de»Zalcucus, de Cha- 
rondas, et s’ijs "ne contenaient rien de ncftiveau 
et d’intereflant,* *leur antiquite ne les ferait pas 
valoir ; ils fle ferviraient qu’a fatisfyire la ridi- 
cule cflriolite ije quelques fain<“ans % et Vinflue y ^ 
ratcnWnullemcnt %u bonheur des homiftesj lequel 
doit, Tfans contuedit,' etre’le 6ii$ de la veritable 
literature. 

Daignez-vous rappeler le psrtTage fuivant dans 
un des opuleules de,M. de Voltaire; quoi qu’en 
•genecal nous n’aignions* pas les citations, notts 
faifons gloire d’adopter le6 {Jfcnfees de cet illuftre. 
*vo£. vxii. .. v 
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ecrivain, Thonneur de la France: Enjin, c dit-il, 
dans ce recueil de cent portes»ou preceptes tires du 
livre de Zende , et ou Von tfdpporte meme les pro - 
pres paroles de Pancien Zoroajlre , quels devoirs 
moraux font-ils prefer its? Celui d* aimer, de fe- 
courir fon p 'ere et fa there , de faire I'aumone aux 
pauvres , de ne jamais manquer-a fa pdrole , de s'ab- 
Jlenir quand on ejl dans le doute Ji V action qiion 
va faire eji jijle ou non . Malheur au pays qui 
fe trouve oblige de faire chercher ces preceptes 
dans la Zone briilante ! et d’ailleurs trouve-t-on 
rien d'aitfli fenie dans vos trois in quarto? 

Si ccs raifonnemens, dVIonfieur, ne portent 
pas abfolument a faux, iJ en refulte quo votre 
objet n’etait ni beau ni important ; que TEurope 
cclairec n'avoll nuJbeloin de votre Zende Vafta; 
que vous lavez traduit a pure perte; et que 
vous avez prodigue inutiiement pendant dix- 
huit *ans un temps qui devait vous etre pre- 
cieux. 

Mais direz-vous, ff j'ai voulu apprefadre deux 
“ langurs ancienncs, qu'aucun Europeen'ln'a fues 
t€ avanl moi.” Quells petite gioire que dtrrfce- 
•voir ce que perfonne 'ne lalt , et n’a que fiPre de 
favoir ! on ne veut p^s dependant vous priver 
de cette gl >irc:* perfonno ne vous’ la difputera. 
On veut mciLC croire que vous *avcz dans la 
t£te plus de mots Zendes, c ’eft* a- dire, plus de 
mots durs, trainansy barbares, que tous les 
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VJjns* de'PEurope. Ne favez-vous pas que les 
langues^n’ont autjune valeur intrinseque ? et 
qu’un erudit pour^ait favoir.par coeur tous les 
tiiftionnaires qui ont jamais »ete compiles, et 
pourrait bien n’etre a la fin du compte que le 
plus ignorant des mortels*? 

D'ailleurs, etesS-vous bien fur que vous pofle- 

dez les anciennes langues de la Peitfe? Ignorez- 

. • 

vous qii’untS languc ne faurait etre comprife 
dans un feul ou.vra # ge»? Que tel hommc qui li- 
rait aflez courammcnt les livres de Moi'fe en 
Hebreu, avcd le fecours (fjun Juif, nc<compren- 
draif rien dans le Ctintique des Cantiqucs fans 
ce fecours; et quand il le comprendrait, il n'en 
ferait pas plus avance pour Pi intelligence des # fa- 
bles de Sandabar, derives dajis lc mtme diale.£i<?? 
On ne pofledc unt^ languc que*lorfqu\>n a lu un 

nombre infini.de tfvres eorits dans cet id iome. 

• • • 

C'cft pourqupi-tm n’aurait jamais fu PMebreu 
fans la # langue Arabc, ou prefquc toutes fes # ra- 
cines le* font confervces. Par la ipeme raifon 
.on ne*faura jojnais, ne vous. eg deplaile, les arj- 
•piraWialedles dt lalPcffe, tandis qu*ils Vexift- 
ent cJUe dans, las pr£tendus livi^s de Zoroaftrfe', 
qui d’ailleuts font rempljs de repetitions inutiles. 

“ Mais/ ,# direz-vous, “ m£ ioup<jonne-t-on 
M d’avoir voulu trpmper le* public i” Non, 
•jyiorvfieur, on >ie jit pcts.cela . Vous vous ctfes 
frompe vous-meme. Ibefiit poflible^^ppren- 

Y 2 
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dre les cara<ft£res Zendes fans fortir de 1’Eurdpe ; 
il etait* facile de traduire en ,JF ran 9 ais ofe que le 
reverend Dcxfteur D.irab vcfils- diefta en Perfan 
moderne, en le comprenant, peut 7 etre, tres-peu 
lui-meme.: mais vous copiez ce ridicule Phe- 
bus; vous apprenez qutlques centaincs de beaux 
mots Zendiques ; et a vot'ft* cctour bn France 
vous ,vous dennez comme le premier qui ait fu 
la langue de Darius Hyftaipes, et lr feul qui fe 
foit avife d’ecrire fur la Perfe, et fur V Inde. . 

On paflcra legerement fur vos voyages, on 
croit que'Vous avez. aflez appuyc vous-meme 
fur ce fujet. On obfervera feulement, en->paf- 
fant, qu’ils ne reflemblent pas a ccux d’un 
homme de lettres ; et on fe h£te d'pxaminer la 
maniere don* "vous les decrivez, qui n’eft pas 
celle dont M. Chardin, et M.- Bernier ont ecrit 
avant vous fur la Pe*fe, et fur I'lnde. 

Vous paraiflez fentir vous-meme le merite de 
votre difeours preliminaire. “ C’cft un hors- 
“ d’oeuvre, dites-vous, que je puis avoir tort de 
“ rilquef.” Eh! pourquoi done en imp^rtuner 
le public Un auteur a beau s’excufer fur-les. 
defauts d’un onvrage qu’il aurait du corrigyr ou 
jeter au feu : mais pour vous, MonCeur, fi vous 
avez manque a vous faire cette jufi'ice, on doit 
vous pardonner ; yous avez, peut-etre, craint de 
profaner l’element facre dont vous vous decla- 
rez l’Apcftre. On iuuerait ratme votre piete, 
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fi vcTtre* rhapfodie etait d’une longueur raifon- 
nable; Afiais efl-eHe une reparation fuffifante 
pour ceux qui ortf ehtrepris la tache de lire plus 
de cinq cents, pages de details puerils, de de- 
fcriptidns degoutantes, de mots bar bares, et de 
fatires auflj^injuftes que Jjroflieves ? 

Vous ditez, fafls dbute, que .vous n’avez em- 
ploye que dix-.huit ans a nous compiler c.e fa- 
tras, qui nous fait bailler, e't nous indigne a 
chaque page. So'itffrpz qu’a ce propos bn vous 
repute un bon mot du Comte de Rochefter, 
q’ue M. Dryden rapporte dans fon parJllele entre 
la peejie et la print use: un poete, parlant a ce 
Seigneur de fa tragedie, dit qu'il navait mis que 
trots Jemain^s a la compofer ; Comment diable, re- 
pondit-il,‘y ave-z~vous mis Ji fong'frpips ? 

Vous vous fouvenez, pebt-etre, 3a proverbe 
cite par M. de ^Voltzire dans fa lettre au chape- 
lain du rol de Suede, Toutes verites ne font pas 
bonnes a dire . * Perrflettez qu’on y* ajoute cette 
maximef (aelui qui pretend amufer ou inftruire 
le public, doit le refpecter trop pourd’impor- 
*tuf«t,.de toufes ii‘s ptfetitefles’, et ne* doiflui pre- 
fenter que des chafes epur£es*et triees parnai 
toutes fes connaiflanccs. 

II femble*, a la verite, que cette maxime n’eft 
pas generatement adoptee ; car des qu’un eco- 
. lier a ramafle.quelquea lieux communs pijay- 
gbles, il Ktche auliitot ],es>-eclqfes <Je*fon grand 
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favoir fur lc public, qui s’en trouve k priefent 
inondti: et a la honte du jfcecle ces fiiaiferies 
trouvent quelquefois des £e&eurs. Viola le 
bien qu’a product le bel art de 1’imprimeric I 
Tout ceci ne vous regarde pas. II ihiportc 
beaucoup a la litterat&re de favoir (jombien de 
fois vous a-vez pris 1 ipektkufcnha, et des apo- 
zemes ; combicn de fois vous avez eu la fievre, 
la colique, les dartres : il eft de k plus grande 
confequence de voir la liftcde tons les villages 
Indiens ou ' jus avez paflfe et d’avoir le detail de 
to\>* ‘ vJko.ierelles. *• 

x 

Un lcdtcur e y i. iu* fera fans doute charme de 
favoir que dans la pagwdc d’floura “ a gauche ct 
a conn *iu. nt bar iq * iroite , on .apcrpi^lvlaha Deo, 

ct au uejjoi/j' d' < v Dieu , Raoua ct ueuf de Jes 
“ tetcs qxtour v/ Ungam, que le dcnxieme has - 
u relij prejetr iJ ba Deo, Par bail, et au-def} ous 
“ /cs Brabmes de Rama; le trotfieme Maha Deo , 
“ Barbati, Bondi (ou Pando) el au-dejfous, un 
“ b(£uf\ le quatriemc , les mimes figure le cin- 
“ quieme , un Brahms ; le jixiane, Malta Deo , et 
M Par bait % le feptieme , . Banguira ; le huitikwje, 
^ Maha Deo , ottParbAti; le* neuvihne , les memos 
“ figures avec un bauf ; le dixie me, lamieme chafe ; 
44 le onzieme , Rajah Bah, le douzieme , Malta 
44 Deo , Par bat i \ ct un voleur ; le trehrieme , Ram 
*fyt fa femme Gan gam ; le quatorzieme , Sc bid - 
4 Sdji etfafemrpe ; ~le + quinzieme , Djakodji et fa 
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“ femme $ lefeizieme, Maha Deo, Parbati , et un 
“ %‘ceuf ;\/e dix-Jep tie me, Seadji ; le dix-huitieme, 
« pjarchiotar dan$ ^ Kambour; le dix-neuvicme , 
V Toulladji ; le vingtibne, M(tnkoudji\ le vingt- 
w unihne Satvadji ; le vingt-deuxicme , Late hi- 
. u mana ; le vingt-troifierye , Dondi ; le vingt - 
“ quatrietm , Malkri^ le vingt-cinquibne, Bonhi; 
“ le vingt-fixieme , Tcbemenandji ; le vingt-fcp - 
u tihne, Makfiimdji ; k vingt-huitwne , Moradji ; 
“ le yingt-neuvieme iNembadji, a quatre bras ; le 
> “ trentihne , Dondi, et fa femme a quatre bras ; 'le 
u# trente-unicnie Schamdji , . r aokur, quinta quatre 
“ # gauche fa femme ; Z? trente-deuxtime , 

<e Anandji, Bibi (femme J ; h f trejite-troifibne , 
“ Goupala ; k trente -quatribne, Manoukou d 
“ quatre bras, attache a un pilter % y le trente-tin- 
u quihne , Anandji^avec an 'tifage de tigre, devo- 
“ rant Kcpaldji, et ay quel on tire les entr allies du 
“ Centre ; ie trypte-fixtbne , Ram/edj couche'\ le 
“ trente-feptieme x Gurigoorden , d qttatre bras j le 
“ treat e-kuitieme , Bq/ek* Rajah a Jix bras ; le 
“ trcuU’-neuvieme, Krefnedji ( ou Keefcljinedji) d 
“ giigtre brat, cquclte jyr Garour • 1$ Vi prant -• 
/<?//**, Vifchnou quit ava& une femme ; He qua - 
“ r ante -uni ivne, f c hen dou p ala ft quatre bras, 
“ mar chant fur Mate hell \ le qyarante-deuxieme , 
“ Goindrds \i quatre Iras, apfmye fur une efpece 
“ de trone ; le, qudrant^-troifieme y Anapourna , 

* Bilir 
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Voila a peu pres le langage de votre agseable 
difcoyrs preliminaire. Ce^ne font lu, direz- 
vous, que des fables Indicates; mais fied il a un 
homme ne dans ce fiecle de s’infatuer des fables 
Indiennes? Ce n’cft point ainli que le Chevalier 
Chardin ecrivit le voyage de Perfe, ni M. Ber - 
nier celui de Cache mir: Lis ecrivircn# tous deux 

*' r 

avec autant de puretd que de gout. Un voy- 
ageur doit profiter de ces illuftres exemples la 
beaute de fon teint, et cet (iir de douceur, dont 
yous parlez, ne lui ferviront de rien, s’il ne met 
pas un pru de graces dans fes ecrits. 

Quelquefois, a la verite, il vous prend^envic 
de plaifanter. On vous fit chanter le Credo en 
faux-bourdon, et vous infinuez, qu’etant Fran- 
cis, vous etirz prjs pour mufic’en. Tranquil- 
lifcz-vous, Monfieip'j pn ne fait pas au jufte ce 
qu’en penfent les pretres Indiens, mais on vous 
allure que, fi vous revenez en Angloterre, on^ ne 
vous fera pas chanter. Les Angiais connaiffent 
trop bien la melodie de votre natiop muficale. 

Jufqu’ici, Moniieur, nous n’avons /i’autre 
plainte ,pnver3 vous, que celle de nous avoir en- 
dormis; ce qui n’eft pas confinement un^rime 
en foi-meine : quant a ceux qui qraignent ces 
vapeurs foporificjues, il leur eft facile on de ne 
pas lire un livre qui les donne, ou de l’oublier j 
le remede eft aulfi naturel que la precaution eft 
bonne. 
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On ne dira rien ici de votre ftyle dur, bas, 
inelegant, fouvent|ampoule, rarement con forme 
au fujet, et japufjs agreable. II eft permis, 
.peut-etre, a un voyageur d*ecrire un peil a la 
Perfane; mais apres le fiecle de Bofluet et de 
Fe*nelon, et dans ‘celui d/e M. ,de Voltaire et de 
*M. d’Alembert, un JBramjais doit au snoins ecrirc 
avec purete dans fa langue naturelle; et fure- 
ment un mgmbre de*rAcadefnic des Belles-let- 
tres doit avoir honte jqu’un ttranger lui feproche 
les defauts de ion ftyle. On voit bien que vous 
ft’etes pas de. l’Academie JFra^aife. 

Jj/ous aurons plus, a dire fur la fin de votre 
difeours. Vous recourutes, Monfieur, aux An- 
glais; ils vous protegerent contre votre nation; 
vous rcvintcs *n Europe danS de leurs vajf- 
feaux ; vous abofdates en\ Anglete’rrp dans un 
temps de guerre ; ^es hommes les plus diftin- 
gnes du royauine s’emprefserent de vous.rendre 
fervice; vou*s cllates a Oxford; oft vous y rg<prt 
avec Id •m^rne politefle* : d’ou vient done que 
vous jregardates d’un ceil fi malm ivpe nation 
*queJJEurope eptiere jefpede, el qulglle refc 
*pe€tgra ? Quelle; pnnitiqn votft Zoroiftre oj;- 
donne-t-il^our les ingrats? Cdmbien d' urine de 
bocuj' font— ils obliges cTavalej? On Vous con- 
fcille, Monlieur, de prendre une dole de cette 
fainte et purifianie liqueur. 

I*pur epargner Te ledteur, on ne relevera point 
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1’indignite ‘avec laquelle vous parlez d’uiyrcf- 
pedfcable Aftronotne qui voys fit rhortneur <ie 
vous vifiter a St, Helene. /^Votre baffe et de- 
goutante plaifanterie a foil fujet eft-eilc d’un 
ton a s’allicr avec celui du tradude m* du Fa- 
zend ? Vous aioutcz* 66 voila les Frinicriis”* 
C’eft infulter, Monficur, a*vetre ilhfftre nation 
que do leur imputcr des mocurs, qui ne leraient 
pas dignes des fail v ages du Can d,c Bonne Ef- 
perance*. Nous connailfonsr des Francais de 
diftindion, avec 'lefquels vous n’ftes pas, ce 
nous fc?r*i)je, trcs-lk', qui leraient indignes d‘un 
pared precede a Fegard .du plus vil de Jours 
vafiaux. 

Non, Monficur, vous nc nous perfuaderez ja- 
njais que c’cft-.votrr ciinuit quo vous* don ne la 
petiteffe d dfyrit, eF la bafilfle du cojur. Ni 
par votre belli' exclamation fur vos coinpatriotes, 
ni par vos inveflives centre les.notres, vous nc 
paryiendrez ~<iu but de la Satire,- qui eft d'etre, 
cruc, ct de porter coup. La fociet/* des Fran- 
<jais bien,nes, bien eleves fera fure et agrcable 
qtioiqupda, vovie loit infipide et daftgereufe^^pt 
r\os gens de merjte ne ,cefleinimt pas d’etre#, efti- 
mables, quand hvc me tous les fats prefomptu- 
eux de IX terre ( comptcraicnt les verres de vin 
qu’ils boivent. 

En effet, comment traiter un foi-difant litte- 
rateur qu$ s’eflforce de tourncr en ridicule deF 
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perfoctnes, dont il n’a recu que des marques de 
bienveilEpice ? Quel titre faut-il donner a celui 
qui rccoit des rafri^phiflemens chez des (tv ms 
illuftres, ne fiit-ce que du the^et qui les calom- 
nie fans provocation, des qu’il les a quittes, qui 
viofe les lois de l’hofpit difcf, lois fi religieufcmcnt 
obfervecs farmi ki^O.ientaux. qui .deihonore, 
nous ne difons pas le titre de favant, mais celui 
d’homme ? 

bjous avons, Mtjniieur, l’honncur de connai- 
tre le Dodteur tfunt, et nous fail'ons gloire de le 
rdfpedter. II, eft incapable de tromppf qui que 
ce l'qit. II ne vous q jamais dit, il n’a pu vous 
dire, qu’il entendait les langueS ancienncs de la 
Perfe. Il eft perfuade, aufir bien que nous, 
que perfonne we les fait? et n<? It* faura jatnaij, 
a moins qu’on ne.recouvre\toutes lds > hiftoires, 
les poemes, et les ojivrages de* religion* que le 
Ciflife Omar, et^fes gentraux chercheren^a dc- 
truire avec tant^ d’aoharncmcnt ; tc qui rqnd 
inutile Ja»p&ine de courir 1c monde aux depens 
de l’eclat d’un vrfage jleuri. Il ne regrette pas 
a Ja^yerite fan ignorance de* ces lahgpas,; il en' 
e*ft al£;z dcdomniag> par fa n*r§ connaii&nce d^ 
Pcrfan modvrne, la langue des SS.di, des Cached, 
des Nezamis dans les ’livres. defquels on ne 
trouve ni lc» Barfom, ni le Lingam, ni des ob- 
servances ridicjales, *ni /tes idees fantaftiqugs. 
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mais beaucoup de reflexions piquanteo centre 
l’ingratitude et la fkuflete. 

Vous n’avcz qu’a vous /touer de la politefle 
de cet homme ^itimable, ainli que de cclle do 
celebre Antiquaire, auquel vous vous etes adrefle, 
et avec lequel ,vous 'in uicz fi poliment. Ses 
recherches- fur l’hiftoire, VS fur l’arftiquite ont 
requ une approbation generate, . Vous fied-il 
apres cela de prOdiguer Vos pretendues faillies 
Francaifes au fujet de fa figure ? Mats on peut 
tout attendre Fun tcint de rofes: il eft pour le 
moins aiHft dangereux que le petit nez retroufle 
dans le conte de M. Marmontel. Le nombre 
des hommes que Ton flange dans la mer a caufe 
de leur beaut e n’eft pas bien confiderable en 
Europe; comment pouvez-veus, Monfieur, 
fupportei; toutes letf chetives, phyfionomies qui 
vous entourent ? 

Vous faites l’eloge de M. ftanlcfy : c’eft'Ie 
moins que Vbus lui deviez"; il yous a rendu des 
fervices plus effentiels' que ne le fentrvos lou- 
anges. rVous en parlez comme d’un b.omme 
'de goyty et vous avez taifon. , NC perdraijrt-il 
pas dads votrd ropinien, comme furement- vous 
perdricz dans la fienue, s’il avait lu votre tra- 
duction ?' Nous fouhaitons pour l’smour de lui 
qu’il ne la life jamais. 

, 0n no prendra pas la. peine de relever toutes 
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les efrcurs dont votrc recit fourmille ; mais on 

* • * 

fe croit oblige de vfcis reprendre fur .queltjues- 
unes, auxquelles crfax qui n’ont pas encore lu 
votre Zende V^fta pourraient*.ajouter foi trop 
legerement. 

• | En Anghtfrre , dites-vous, le tit re de Dodfeur, 
donne a tons les f, en fait yn corps a part , 

qui a tout le psdantifmf de I'ecole. . La plupart 
rejident a Oxford et a Cambridge , villcs, dont 1’ air, 
a un.mille a la ron'<k % femble impregne de Circe, de 
Latin, et d’Hebreu. 

Pouvez-vows croire fe rip u i cment, jClonlieur, 
qu’on ne faurait etre *favant en Angleterre fans 
etre dodteur , et que ce titre e(t donne a tous les 
hommes de Uttres'4 com me fi . Ton prenait des 
degres en’litterlture; corgme* li ud ( miniflre 1 ub 
ofHcier, un membre du p^rlejnent, un jurif. 
confulte, qui doit touft favoij, etaient obliges de 
refter dans Yignoranoe a' moins qu’ils ne priffent 
le bonnet ! PouVf z-vbus ignorer que les nobles, 
les homrflfc^d’etat, les generaux, les.interpretes 
des lois de cette nation, fe glorifient d’avoir ete 
elaviif.dans l*une.ou Tautre cle ces *Uqiv#rfites 
qu’oi* y etudie les feiencts, les *beaux arts, les 
lois civiles «t municipales, qui valent pour le 
moins celle? des Gujbres ? et fi i’on n’a pas 
hoi4,e d’y life les beaux ouvrages des anciens, 
.ejeft pvec un efprit bien different de celui djant 
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vous avez lu les pretendues lois d’un pretendu 
legiflateur.. 

Eft-il permis, apres avoir pisblie trois volumes 
d’inepties, d’appliquer le beau nom de pedans a 
ceux qqi fe font donne tant de peine & Ampli- 
fier, a epurer la'litterfiture ? 

Eft-il permis ii un homFhd, dont*le feul me- 
rite, felon fon propre aveu, eft de favoir par 
coeur tjuelques milliers de mots -Zendiques et 
Pchlevaniques, de parler avet mepris des I’ngues 
Grecque et Romaine, que les Defpren x, les 
Racines, les Boftuets fe glorifiaient de favoir, et 
dont ils tiraient le fond de leurs immortels ou- 
vrages ? 

Cet horn me extraordinaire, qui a continue 
pendant foixarttc a'nnees a cultiver les* lettres, et 
a les c nrichir, ne fait pas fciupule de dire dans 
fa lettre ecrite, il y a quatre ans, a M. d’Olivet, 
que le Grec et le Latin font h toutes les auires 
langurs du monde ce quo le feu eft tehees eft aujeu 
de dames, et ce qu'une belle davfe une de- 

marche ordinaire. Michel Cervantes, auflt grand 
eer vain qn’homme d’efpri 1 ', en (lit a pee. pres 
la meme chofe, et les £ppell'S les reines des langues. 
Ce n’eft pas a caufc de leur beautefde leur me- 
lodic, de leur energie, q. 'C ces auteurs ont loue 
les anciens idiomes de Grece et d'ltaliej e’eft 
qiviis etaient ceux de l’indare, tt d’Horare, 4® 
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S^pRo,*ct de Catulle, de Demofthene, et de 
Cicerone On fen^Jnen, pour toutes.ces raifons, 
que ces langues* A# font pasties votres. Mais 
•iouvenez-vou.'* dc cet axiome'r decrier ce qu’on 
ignore* et parce qu’on lignore, c’eft |,e partage 
,des fots. 

Daignez autfi VCTis rellouvamr, *quand vous 
parle z de la Ikteratuse des Anglaif, que, «fi les 
mots coll eg* et ecolier, font equivoques dans 
vT>*ti>e langue, i]s ^irafentent un fens tres-diffe- 
rent dans la leur de cejui que vous leur donnez. 
Dans ce fens’leurs Uni veffites ne font pas com- 
pofets de colleges cfd’Jcoliers, comme vous le 
dites mais la . noblefle Angjail'e, aprts avoir 
appris les langues et les elemeqs des lciences 
aux colleges, pififent a fUjiiv Srjitt tsois ou quat?e 
de leurs plus b«iux ans pouf apprafpndir ce 
qu’ils ont dcja»effletire, avjnt que de vifiter les 
pays i tran*gers,*«ou da briller dans la cour ple- 
niere de la nation. 

SachezJ^lonfieur, que l’Univerfijte que vous 
decrivffz, ct <jont vous n’avez pas la'moindrc 
■idt<> juuit d*un privilege que n’ont p5s\Os Aca- 
demics. C'eif. c'elfii qifi ditftngue rhomrrffc 
libre, de l lftmiine qui ne l’eftpas; celuidefaire 
fes propres’lois dansj la grarfde iflembke du 
royaumc. *f£lle choifit fes r£prcfcntans parmi 
• ccux.qui ont le plus de talent et de vertu. Bile 
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n’eft pas, comme on fait, le feul corps ptolifiqpd 
de 1’Ahglet.erre qui jouifle dd ce beau privilege; 
mais elle fait plus : elle n’efrt abufe point. La 
moindre recommendation de la part du minif- 
tere j la moindre cabalc de la part du candidat 
fufErait pour le' fairc* rejeter. A-,t»il des ta- 
lens, de la'vertu ? II peut^f^erer d’atteindre a 
cette haute .dignite. NIen a-t-.il point? line 
l’atteindra jamais. Tandis que •• l’Univerfite 
d’Oxford prefervcra ce droit ‘precieux, elle *fera 
la plus refpedtable Academic qui ait jamais 
exiftec. 

On fe hate de finir l’examen de votre premier 
volume. 

Vous triomphez, Monfieur, de. ce quc lc 
Dofteur Hyde' ne favait pas les langues an- 
ciennes de la Eerfe ; ct vous ne dites rien de 
nouveau. Tous les etudians de la littcrature 
Orientale favaient deja "que. les miferables 
poSmcs appeles Saddar c*t Ardiviraf Nama 
etaient ecrits en langue Perfane fciodemc, et 
feulemeht en caraftercs anciens. Unr jeune 
hommc, qui s’eft amufe pendant quelque temps 
de ces bagatelles', et* qui Voted pe a prefent a 
etudier des lois, qui ne font pas eel les de Zo- 
roaftre, nous avait exp/ique pluheurs an n des 
avant la publication de votre livre,* ce couplet, 
dent le fens eft 
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Ih eten dirent de beaux tapis tijfus de perles 9 
ils repfindirent d$Jous cot is des parfumi et des 
edeurs *. 


II nbus a dit que les mots befdt tapis, bekhir 
parfiim, et atar odeur, *<kaient Arabes, et que 
par conlequent cet-TTfrs avaient pte fkits apr£s ie 
milieu du feptieme figcle. Ce rn^me hotnme 
nous a fait r«marquer*que dans la premiere edi- 
tien.de louvrage dfc Hyde, p. 102, on a repet£ 
le mot afkendend, ils etendirent , deefX fois, que 
la meprife ne-confiftait dans unaleule let- 
tre, et que Ton doit mettre dans le fecond vers 
affhandend \ ils ; epandirent ; dp maniere que le 
diftique s'ecxive, 

Befali naghzi goherSqft bfkehdsnd 
Bekhor u atar ez her Job afjhdndend % f . 
car en lifant pafakendend il*y a une fyllabe de 


* JEn Perfan moderne. 

ojJXZi 

» * * * 

o „*o * y % * o/ o , * * j & >> ^ 

OuOol&iJ Jl 

f En cara&eres anciens. 


V0L. VIII, 
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trop dans le vers, a moins qvi’on ne life b&fteh 
an lied- de. haft dans le premier meipbre du 
couplet, ce qui parait plus grammatical ; et alors 
le diiliquc le lcandera, 

Befati ndgh J tti gbherlaf | teh afkeedend | 

B'ekhbr u 'at j ar c% her iottf-farakendend | 

Mais il eft inutiie de vofis parlcr de vers ; ils 
ne font pas de votre competence. 

Vous reprenez le Dodteuir Hyde de ce qu’il 
ignorait Tjve les cinq gahs fignifiaftent les cinq 
parties du jour j de ce qv.'il dit iou au lie*j de 
ton ; et de ce qu’il ne favait pas qu’ Gherman, 
le nom de votre diable Perfan, etait une abre- 
v«ation du mtft melodieux Engbti metnofch\ car 
vous favez qu’en changeant Enghri en Alter ct 
meniofch en man on fait Ahe-aman. De la meme 
maniere on peut faire le mot diable en changeant 
Enghri en di, et meniofch en abb. 

Vous nous apprenez mille autres sfccfes egale- 
ment cimeufes et intereflantes, lefqueller valai- 
ent bieu/ia peine defre cherchces entrg les 
Tropiques. 

On ne fera point ici l’apologie <du Do&eur 
Hyde. C’eft 1 effort de ^cux qui fo font appli- 
ques a ^tudier les lois des Guebres, d’avoir bjjau- 
coup de vaine erudition, trt-s-peu de jugement,. 
tt point de gout. Mais fouvenez-vous quc cc f 
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horrlme aimable et induftrieux ne vivait pas 
dans le dix-huitie^pe fi&cle, ou n’cp vit* que le 
commencement* ei qu’il n’avait ni les fecours, 
•que vous ave^ eus fans en politer, ni les exem- 
ples 'que vous avez connu? fans les fuivre. 
‘Vous cit|^ de temps <*i temps la Bibliotheque 
Orientale f ce lSTT? aufli profond * qu’agreable 
aurait pu vous ferven de modelc. Mai^ vous 
etiez refolu •d’etre un original. 

plus, fave2?-v©us que le Dofteur Hyde 
compofa une elegie .Perfane fur la mort du roi 
Guillaume HI. ? Ce petit poeme dtf'treize dis- 
tiqires eft imprime en caradteres anciens, dont 
il avait fait fondre des types. Vous n’aurez 
garde, Monlieur, de nous montrer.vos elegies. 

Revenons-ch aux Guebrfes. * Vous ave^ rap- 
porte dc I’lndc des manuscripts ori«i\taux que 
TEurope pofleiiait Vleja : ijiais vous n’avez pas # 

dierche ceux •dont pile avait befoin. • Vous 

» m 

n’avez^ point rapporte Toriginal du Calilt « va 
£)emna 9 lftVTc charmant, ecrit en Inflicn, et tra- 
^duit (fens tou^es les langucs connues fdtis le nom 
Fables de Pilfai',' ni»la tradudfcioif.cUr meme 
ouvrikgc en .P^filevf, faite dins le ilxieme fiecle 
par Tordrc*du roi Nouchirvan. Nous avons 
une tradudfion Arab<^ faite a^a le # ttre fur cette 
do«iere, avec le fccours ds laquelie (fi Ton 
jjyai* les deux autres npanuferits) on pounrait 
apprendre quelque qartie des JarigiteS^riftrife, 
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ct Pehlevanique, fi quelqu'un etait affez *oifif 
pour entreprendre cette tScl\e. 

Vous n’etes pas trop excift. meme dans les 
titres de vos maniffcrits ; i . Celui nomme Toh* 
fat el Irakein , ou Le Don des deux Iraques , n’eft 
pas, comme vou* l’annoncez, l’hiftoite de deux 
rois Irakiens, mais une defection poetique des 
rivieres, montagnes, prairies, &c< dans les deux 
provinces noramees Iraques, e’eft-a-dire l’an- 
cienne Babylonie, et la Parfhie : 2. Le p<Jd«.e 
Hafez n’etait point le coufin germain, ni meme 
le conteniporain de Sadi, attendu qu’il mourut 
dans l’an de notre ere 1394, et que Sadi etast ne 
en 1175, et par malheur pour votre calcul, avait 
vecu feulement fix-vingts ans : 3 . Les Coutes du 
Her roquet etalent 'compofes paf un ’ natif de 
Nakhfheb, ville de la Tranfoxane, qui par con- 
fequent eft furnommp Nukfijhebi , fit non Nakhjhi t 
comme vous l’appelez. . - 

Voila reellement des minutie's j mais si l’ex- 
emple du tradudteur du Zende Vajfif on fe re- 
ferve le droit d’etre quelquefois ennuyeuX. 

Pafiferis. '‘a votre fecoud volume, dans lequel 
Vous annoncez la ‘vie *d’un grand legiflateftr, et 
vous debutez par des contes, que leafage dervis, 
auteur des Mil/e ei un Jou^ aurait rougi d’inferer 
parmi les fiens. . Ciel J que de rempliftagss ! 
Q%voit d’abord des notices affommantes de yps 
^pjpn*ufcritS,'dont vous &vez dejsl parle mille fois'j 
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puis*cetit pages de fommaires de tout l’ouvrage, 
que perfijnne ne lira, et dont nous ne on feillons 
la lecture a perfonhe. 

• La feule cbole curieufe ^u’on trouve dans 
vos notices , y eft i votre inf9U, et pjr hazard. 
,Vo.is abrjgez a votre ft.9011 *un conte Per fan, 
dans It quel nn mRficien puiflaat menace de tuer 
un philolophe* s il ne repond .pas & toutes fes 
queftions. *T 1 lui demande ce que c'ejt que le 
BBS* Jexe dejire [q plus •' l’autre repond que c’ell 
la tendrejfe d'un amant. Le magicien appelle fit 
femme pour* decider de *la verite de cette re- 
ponfc : elle veut fauVer la vie au philofopbe, et 
lui rcvele le fecret du magicien en lui avouant 
que le fouvsrein bonheur de fon Jfexe confide d 
etre obfo, et d 'exercer. /?. p# avoir. • .Or, comnfle 
on voit d’abord* que cettte idee -ofitntale a 
fourni le fujet d’ftn agraable conte a notre 
Chaucer, on. peut fuppofer qu’il l’avait prife 
des Prgvenfaux* dans up temps, ou les litres 
Afiatiques^commenjaient a 3 tre .connus .en 
JSuropb. 

. Vt>os etalez IB merit* de vos recueHs^erfans, 
qu’il* vbus plait H’appele!’ Ttatyidt, mot Arabe, 
et par conf^quent tres-jnoderne en J*erfe, qui 
fignifie tractions. Cai.rec,ueil^ ne font pas rares. 
MHFrafer en avait rapport^ an de l’-Inde, qui 

• efl: plus etcndu qufc le vfisre, quoique vous a£bc- 
tlez d’en parler avec tnepris. # Cef.^coflais, 
J\lonfieur, qui, favait. le Perfan mederne pour 
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le moins aufli bien que vous, annonce fon'inau 
nufcrif dans, fa lifte imprimec,, comme u n recueil 
de toutes lcs traditions aufchentiques touchant 
les lois de Zoroad^fe. Lucius ait Fa 7 inius ne~ 
gat: utri credit is ^ Quirites? 

On n’aura garde de tiicntionner iqi (Routes vos 
bevues : m&is on en reletHHfii quelques-unes, 
peu importantes, a la verite, mais telles qu’un 
favant aurait du eviter. Le Dodteur Darab au- 
rait pu vous dire, Monfieur/ que Zobore i&'Eft 
pas le nom de Jupiter, ni Mofchteri celui de 
Venus, "Vous avcz r tranfpofe les 'noins de ces 
deux planetes : Zohora 9 qui lignifie lumtneufe eri 
Arabe, eft celle que nous nommons Venus, a 
laquelle les poetes orientaux donneni un des at- 
t*ibuts de f Apollon des Grecs, belui dc porter 
une harpe, et de la plncer dclicieufement. Venus 
eft done felon eux Ja deeffe de Ja mufique ; et 
dans ee fens les FrancaSs ne font pas nes fous 
cette planete. 

Vous confondez les mots Iran , <5T v1 sirran 9 qui 
ji’ont pa's la meme orthographe, en Perfan *. 
Vous «parJ(?z dc V Iran froprement dit . Sachet 
qu’il n’y a point d'lrarrimpr'oprvnieni dit . JLfc pays 
& Arran faifait partie de Tancienne'Medie ; les 
geographes Afiatiques le^.joigncnt fouvent avec 
FAxarbigian. I? Iran, ou V Airan 9 ecrit -w;ec 
unsA et un I, eft le nom general de Fejcppije 

* Iran 1^1 Arr^n 
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des J’crfans, oppofe a cclni des Tartares, ou le 

rA* » 

1 ouran. 

* •• 

Nous obfervqnj^ que *dans vos citations des 
.pretend is livres Zendes, vo^s faites ufage du 
m t Din pour fignifier la loi et la religion. Or 
ce’niot eft puferrient A^abe, jet par confequcnt 
no pouvalt pas f^t^ouver dans un livre Zende. 
Nous fonpconnons que vos Guebres reflemblent 
a cos Bohepies vagabonds, qai pretcndent favoir 
lfc»langue ancienne de l’Egypte, cn tfrent une 
horofcope pour deux lous. 

* On pent ai ou ter que la pins grande 'partie de 
votye vie de Zoroa/lre eft tiree ou des livres 
Perfans, que nous avons deja, # ou de la traduc- 
tion de quclques livres Grecs, que nous fcrions 
bien aife% de <n*av oir jatnais^eus j^eft que ce ^e- 
gillateur- ft votr^narre eft'yrai, etait Je plus de- 
tcftable de tous lesjliommo& 

• Nous Venon^ Monfieur, Tivotre famepfe tra- 
duction fur # kquclte vous fondSz toute yotre 
gloire.* 

Le# premier ouvrage que vous mans ofirez 
Veil.qu’tmfc lityrgi-e £nnuyeufe, # # a^ee Je detail 
de qi^lque.s .cdremonie$ aWyfdes. Void Je 
ftylc de cs livre unintelligible. tf prle le 
u Zour , etye Inifaisyiefcht. pne le Barfvn , 
je lut fais iefcht* Jt prle le Zour y et je lui 
“ fais iefeht. Je prle je Zour avec le Barfojn et * 
•* je lui fais iefcBl . Je prie le Bgrfom a*jec. le 
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** Zour , et je lui fits iefcbt. ye prie le Z tun fur 
“ le Baefom , el je lui fats iefcht. Je prh le Bar* 
•* font fur ce Zour , et je' lui fetfi iefcht i Je prie le 
** Zour fur ce Bajfm, et je lui fats iefcht , &c, 

&c.” . II eft bon d’avertir ici que le * Zour 
n’eft que tie l’eau, et que le Barfom n’eft qu’un 
fktfceau de 4 branches d’arbcefc Zoroaftre ne 
pouvait pas ecrire des fottifes pareilies. C’eft, 

. Ians doute, la rapfodie de quelqpe Guebre 
modcrne: 

* Ce qui nous confirme dans cette idee, c’eft 
que vous '“mettez a la marge les roots pargard 
dive I pour f gnifier premiere. JeSlion, Or ce snot 
awel eft Arabe, et' Zoroaftre ne favait pas la lan- 
gue Arabe. Vous citez fouvent le # s mots de 
cejte languej jieur'ie 1'kncien Zende j* com me 
nekdb , marjage , tayhjd \ declaration de 1 " unite de 
Dieu, et tuvidb, un prejervat'if, qui ne font que 
de fimples gerondifs Ara’bes, Pans totre tra- 
dudtjpn des Tjcbts Sades , ‘manufeript Zende, 
vous avez l’effironterie de’faire mention^: NouJ- 
. (birvan Adel, qui regnait a la fin du fi\ieme 
fifccle, ei. dyict \e titre d'Afeb ou JLe Jujle lyi.fut^ 
donne par Mahomet.* Voila * votre aqeianne 
langue de Perfe. * 

On feragr&ce*au le&ejtr du refte de votre 
tradudtion, qui ne dit rien ni au coe J ni a l’s£- 
prit % Tout votre Zende. Vafia n’eft qu’un tifiu 
.d’pxclamatioiw pueriles,‘/i nous en exceptions lp- 
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Viva tidad, ou Pazend, qui feul a quelque air 
d'a’ut'ienticite : encore n’eft-ce, felon voOs, que 
la ving 1 ieme pactie, de l'ancien livre de Zoro- 
.aftre. Nous demandons, Qu font les autres 
parties ? 

II faut«yous' demander encore pourquoi les 
Perfans eTix-mSflies difent u/ianimement que 
Zoroaftre poblia trois.ouvrages, les, Zende,,o\i le 
livre de vie,* le I'azehd, ou la confirmation de ce 
ltne, et le Vaftjti, «?u Avefta, qui en etait la 
ghfe ? * Les Perfans f taient, fans doute, a por- 
iee de favois la verite de. ce qu’ils «avancaient. 
II f»ut ajo.'ter foi a leur temoignage. 

Nous dirons^en pafiant qug vous n’etes pas le 
premier qui nous ait enfeigqje que les livres de 

Zoroaftre* etaient ecrits Vbn^ urr %ncien dialefte 

• • • 

de la PSrfe, different du* P§hlevgnique. M. 
d’Herbclot le.dit iims l’ajtlcle Ufta de fa Bib- 
liotheque Orientate, liv^e, qui fait beaucoup d’hon- 
neur a votre nation, e*t que vous^itez tres-fouvent 
fans en fSllt votre profit. 

Les vingt-^deux chapitres de votrS Pazend, 
£uoique, peut-&tre,* pl«s anciens «qdbl£Tefte de 
l’ou?r*ge, fent,de f! peu«au-fldfus de Vlzefchflt, \ 
et Vijpei edt que ce n’etait certaint^nent pas la 
peine de 16s publie£ v Ils n<? cohtiennent rien 
qui. reponcl* au earaftere de pfrilofophe et de le- 

• 

t Ea Perfan,* UwJj , 
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giflateur. Nous en citerons feulement Afa de- 
fcripticn du chien ; et fi, apres cette abfurcle 
rapfodie, la plus intelligibly', et la plus impor- 
tante partie du livj*e, le ledleur veut le lire en. 
entier, il a du courage. Voici done Zoroaftrc* 
qui parie par fon pel ing-rpretc. 

Le chien c huh qua lit es : il+fl comme*!* At home 

( le pretre J, if e/i comme le militaire, il cjl cornme 

le labour cur principle de biens , il ejl comme I'oifeau, 

ilejl comme le volcur , il cjl comme la bete ferpea, 

il eft comme la femme de mauvaij'e vie, il ej't comme 

la jeuns ferfonne. N’eft-ce pas la un beau 

groupe ! mais il nous faut dcs details : oh ! qous 

en aurons do vraiment fublimes. Ecoutons. 

* t 

Comme 1’ At horr.'c, le chien mange ce gu'il trouve} 
copime I'Athopns ih- ejl bienfaifant et heureux ; 
comme P Athornc, il fe contente de tout ; comme 
PAthorne , il eioigiie ceux qui s' approchent de 
lui: ilejl comme PAthorne. . Vqda ce qui s’ap- 
pellq une precision geometrl'que dans les formes. 
J1 y a feulement quclque petit mamjwrde fens 
commun dans la demonftration ; mais cela eft bien 
rachet^p®; la q^aniere fine ct'elegantb dont Zpro- 
aftre fatirife les pr.et'/es:, et ces. paroles, il mpnge ce 
qu'il trouve, font fort energiques. i'.u reftc on 
voit que le ton poli a cte ]qng-tenips*avant nous 
de donner le titre de chien tres-lib6r^iement Wi 
JCe chien marche en avant comme le militaire ; 
il »frappe les, troupeau* pitrs en les conduifant 
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Comme • le militaire il rSde dev ant, derriere les 

« , ( i 

luux comme le militaire : il eft comme le militaire • 

II y a bien des gpeiyiers *qui ne trouveraient pas 

.la comparaifon flatteufe. IVjonfieur le traduc- 

teur, *en connaiflez-vous, qui s’en accommo** 

deraient ?* 

•1 * 

Le chien eft a&if, vigilant,, pendant le temps 
du fommeil, coqimc le laboureur pritifipe de biens ; 
il rSde devant, derricre les lieux,' comme le la- 
fourcur principe 'de /yens ; il rode derriere, devant 
les lieux, comme le laboureur principe de biens : il ' 
'eft comme le. laboureur. • Devant , d$friere, der- 

riene, devant Repetition gracieufe et em- 

phatique ! 

Comme £ oifeau le chien eftgai-, il s' approche 
de I'honime comme •/’ oifeau y' il ft fourrit ,de% ce 
qu'il petit prendre comme l' oifeau il eft comme 
I'oifeau. 

Dc le meme.maniefe on peut prouvec que le 
chien reflemWe it thus les anijnstux de l’hiftoire 
naturelie'dk M. Buffon. Le finge fe nourrit 
dc cequ’il peut prendre, le chat de m£me, Pecu-* 
^rcuildc merne; et'tons les animafix* dtf meme. 
Ergo^le <*hien rtflemWe »a .thus les*anima«x. 
Ah, la beile chofe que la logique Perfane ! Si 
celui qui *nous la fend fi elaqudtament voulait 
jmtenir dcole,.et en imprigper l' air, a la ronde ± 
^u§l ton legcr nc ferait pas fubftitue k Ja pe- 
• danterie Latine et Grecque ?. 
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Le cbien agit dans I'obfcurite comme le vohur ; 
il eft expofe a ne rien manger comme le voleur-, fou- 
vent il re pit quelque chofe df mauvais comme le 
voleur } il eft comm f le voleur. Le pauvre chien 
commence a perdre dans lcs par^lleles !* mais 
jnalgre la bonne, intention de Zoroaftre en fa 
faveur, y av?.it- il beaucoup gagne ? 

Le chien aime a agir dans les tenures comme la 
bite feroce j fa forte eft pendant la nuit, comme 
la kite feroce : quelquefois il fi a rien a manger 
comme la kite feroce ; fuvent il reqnt quelque 
chofe de 'totauvais comme la bite feroce ; il ejt 
comme la bets feroce. Tournures a chaquecin- 
ltant nouvelles et agreables ! Ne riez pas, lec- 
teur : refpedtez l’antiquite ; admirez tout dans 
Zoroaftre. 

Le chien eft content comme la femmi' de man-, 
vaife vie j il fe tient dans les chemins ecartes comme 
la femme de mauvaife vie j il fe nourrit de ce 
qu’il peat tr ouver comme la jelnme dv mauvaife vie: 
il eft comme la femme de mauvaife viP?’ r ~ Le phi- 
lofbphe voulait prouver qu’il connaiftait paifaite-r 
mcnt toy’s lea 4 tats ! Qu’importe- que ce fat ?ux 
depens du chien r e» de la raifon ? mais patience ! 
Voici la derniere comparaifon pour le moins 
aufli jufte que toutes les autres. 

Le chien dort beaucoup comme la jeuete perfonne \ 
il ejl.brvlant et en aition comme la jeune perfonne 
il a la langur longue comme to jeune perfonne $ 
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il court' en avant comme la jeum perfonne. Tels 
font les fux chefs ,que je fais marcher dans let 
Unix, f avoir, le %chien Peffchoroun et le chien 
J^efchorcttn, &$. 

Orfnuzd, -grand Ormuzd, principe de tous 
Jbiens par«ij le*s 6udbrcs, fi «tu as ditfte cette 
chienne de defcrijStton a Zoroailre.-je ne te fais 
pas iefcht ; tu ai’cs qidun lot Geni$* j peut»£tre, 
au teint debits et de' r of es , mais furement fans ' 
Ct?rt«clle ! 

Vous voyez, Monfieur, que le mal fe gagne ; 
nous donnoras a notre tdur dans le* exclama- 
tions : aimeriez-vouS' mieux ce dilemme ? Ou 
Zoroaftre n’av^it pas le fens commun, ou il 
n’ecrivit pa» le livre que vous- lui.attribuez : s’ii 
n’avait .pas le” fens cpmmurf, il" fallait le laiflfcr 
dans la jfoule, et dans l’obfcudte ; s'il -n’dcrivit 
pas ce livre, il etait’impudWt de le publier fous 
fon nom. i\infi, oti vous avez infulte le gout 
du public en lur prefentant des« fottifes, ou tfous 
1’avez trompe en lui debitant des faufletes j, et 
jie cheque cote vous meritez fon rpepris. 

. Nous croiron?plutotf*les Guebrfts etJX;m$mes # 
lorfqtfSls noas'aflurent qfle les^ivres de leur l£- 
giflateur fufrfent braids >par Alexandre. Nous 
favons d’aifleurs que, les ^.ois 9e Ja fimille Saf- 
fanienne ramaiserent tous les aabiens 1 ivies qu’ils 
• pQuvaimt trouver,. et cpwj les gdlydraux d’Qfnar 
fes firent prefque tous detruire, fe!6n Jes ordre* 
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que ce Calife avait recus de Mahomef. eLeS 
Mahofhetaps, tolerans pour toutes les gutres re- 
ligions, font intolerans poup les idolatres, etles 
adorateurs du feu ; et ft quelqpes families de 
ces malheureux trouverent le moyen de'fe re- 
tirer dans l’lnde; ils ne purent copfcrver que, 
quelques traditions imparfait® au fujet de leurs 
anciennes loir. 

Tels font les livres que vous allates chercher 
a Surate. Ils font aflez barbaVes cn cux-meriTCS, 
et ils n’ont pas gagne dans votre barbare tra- 
du£tion. * Tout votre, livre' eft ft bigarre de mots 
etrangers qu’jl eft neceftaire de favoir un peu le 
Perfan pour comprendre votre Erancais. Votre 
ouvrage a l’air d’un grimoire, mais on y voit 
b/en. que voof ii’etbs,pas /order. 

On ne di,ra rien des obfeenites quffcnt pro- 
„ diguees dans quelquqs paflages de vos pretendues 
lois, kfquclles vous rendez plus degoutantes, 
s’il <cft pofliblc, ,par vos notes.. 'On aurait cru 
que le preqepte •dtanda e/t rerum' et verborum 
obfeanitai regardait fur-tout les ouvrages de 
morale, , et^de, religion." Pflais vous faitos dire 
sta bon principe tlds OuebrcS dc$" faletes/tpi’unc 
fage-femtne rougirait dp rdpetcr parini fes com- 
meres. Vous nf/avez, djtes-vous, ’ comment les 
ertprimer, bonnSterpent. Eh ! pourquoi les » 
priroer du tout? C’&a,it popr faire voir combien 
yt>us poffediez votre Ptrian, 
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Q^aTld aux vocabulaircs que vous avez tra- 
duits, il^faut avouer que le reverepd Dodteur 
Darab a du {avoir *ks laneues facrees de fa na- 
<ion : mais loi;fque nous voyons fes mots Arabes 
corrofhpus Duma et Akhre les deux mondes, 
Malke uncpi, Zeman le temps, GOnm animal de 
betail, Damme fa%, Sanat anijee, Ab pere, Am 
mere, Awela d,',abor<3i,.Shemfia le fqKTT, La non, 
et quelques»autres, donnes pour des mots Zendes ' 
ofSehlevis, ainfi^ue Baki le refte, Tamam ac- 
compli, &c. pour du, Parli, nous difons hardi- 
ment que ce charlatan v.ous a tron»pc, et que 
vout avez tache de tromper vos ledteurs. 

Nous croyons ici entrevoif la verite. Vous 
n’avez appris qu’un pcft de Her fan moderne, et 

encore inbins *de i’^ncien ; ft ve>ti$.avez tradnit 
* ^ * * 

ces mafflbureux -livres Zeiadg>, avpo le fecours 

de ce Guebre,,qui rib les eqtdndait probablement, 

lui-meme’ que tres-4njperfaitement. Vous avez 

fait en cela cotnme'un homme que nous con- 

• • • 

naiffons, "T[tn traduifait les p»eme% Arabes les 
j>lus difficiles. fous les yeux d’un^naflf d'Ale|», 
tandis qu*il ne pouvait* pas lire k Jtnegalbr cha- 
pitrode 1’AlcOpam fans f® feto^rs ; et vous efts 
femblaDle **un enfant ,qui floite fjjr des veflies 
cnflees, ct fe pqrfuade qu’il rTs^e 1 merveille. 

- 9 , Mats fodvenez-vous qu’un ^colier qjij apprend, 
. le Ljitin ne s’avife pas <^e faire'imprimer f^no- 
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menclature? Souvenez-vous auffi qu’usr vocp- 
bulairC'n’eft pas plus ane langue, qu’upe pierre 
eft un chateau. II n’y a rien „de ft facile que 
detaler une vaine erudition. Nqus connaiflons. 
des auteurs qui citent l’original dss livres Chi- 
nois fans pouvoic lire trois cara&erce de cette 
langue. M.. Fourmont, qui iflbmpila une grain - 
maire de 12 longue Chinoife a l’aide d’un natif 
de Peking, n’etait pas capable, peut-etre, de tra- 
duire les Chi- king ou trois 'cents Odes, dCTTt 
nnc, qui eft tres-belle, eft, cifoe par Confucius. 
II ferait a fouhaitcr qpe M. de Guignes vonlut 
employer fes loifirs a traduiie ces anciens pocmes, 
qui font a la Bibliotheque du Rqi de France, au 
lieu de s’occuper a publier les trad unions du P. 
Gsaubil, qui d&illeuls font tres-cmieufos, et tres- 
authentiqueg. 

Le refte de votre Quvrago conjtient quelques 
trails aflommans, un pr&iu raifonne ou l’on ne 
trouve ni precition ni raifon, avee une table tres- 
etendue des mafieres, que peu cfe^erfonnes 
s’aviferont' de confulter. 

Nods avdhs»expofe la quiritcftcnce de vos trois 
ilrormes volumes*, defquels un “horrane dd gout, 
qui aurait poflede fa langue, aurart**pu Jaire un 
in-douze aflez amtifant. 

/II r&Ulte, Monfieur, de tout eeci,«ou que votsa 
n*avez pas les connaiftances que vous vous-vaq- • 
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tcfc.dvW, ou que ces connaiflances font vaines, 
frivoles,^indignesJToccuper refpritd*ftn homme 
de quarante ans. # 

Vous infinuez que vous avez quelque deflein 
de retourner"a J’lude jjpur y traduir^ les livres 
Yacres des ?Brahmanes. Oh ! "pour Pamour de 
•vous-meme, et pour celui du publit^jjgJbngez 
plus a ce proj*et. \^dtre description des *Lin- 
gamjles ne nous ^onne pas une idee trap avan- 
tageufe des philofophes Indiens. D’ailleurs n’eft- 
ce pas aflez d’avoir tnfduit le Zende Varfta ? 

Croyez-nous, Monfieur, fcmptoyez ifiieux votre 
temps : ceflez de medire, et de calomnier des 
homines qui vcftis ont rendu? fervice : ceflez de 
vous infatqer des extravagances d^une miferable 
fedle d’djttioufiaftes : mettei dans la^ibliotheque* 
de votre roi tout ce. # qu’il vou^-plaifa*; mais ne 
pr&fentez au public qug P extrait le plus pur de 1 
vos ecrits. Souvenez^Vous furtout.de ce couplet 
du pocte Sadj^ 

f 

Quand memd le Guahrc qurait entretenu fon feu. 
pTJfdUnt cent hnnees, des qu'il y tojnbe, if iy brulS 
^Tous nous pardo rmefaz de n’avoir pas ltf'les 
me moires que vous avez infer f^s* dan's le jfaurndl 

VOL. VIII. A A 
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Savans, ct ailleurs. En verite ntfiw men 
avons pas feu le courage. 

Au refte, Monfieur, ne ‘croyez pas que celui 
qui vous ecrit cette lettre, ait I’-incention de vous 
nuire en ' la publiant. i T 1 s’eft qnT oblige de re- 
pondre a vos fatires, comme on chafle un frelon 
qu’on voit hourflonnant autour d'un ami, Ians 
pourtant aimer ni hair le’pauvre’infedte, qui eft 
hors d’etat d’etre reellement nuifible a perfonne. 

11 eft, cependant, fache de favqir que vous 
n etes pas, plus opulent. E,e fameux Antiquaire, 
au fujet diiquel Vous vous fervez de ces memes 
mots, n’a pas tant de raifon que vous, Monfieur, 
de fe confoler des rigueurs de la fortune: il n’eft 
riche ni en manuferits Zendiques, rj> en mots 
harb'ares, men orgudxK 

Mais cotnme’vcus avez votre vanite, qu’on 
vous pafte fans peirfe, fouffrez, ' Monfieur, que 
l’inconnu qui veut bien accqrder J’honneur d’une 
‘critique a votpe'livre, ait aulli* la ^pne, et ne 
mette'dauo le frohtifpice de cette brochure que 
I'M lettres initiales de votre nomi <• II ignore Cc 
que le public en penfera, ey, s’il ne condamnera 
pas cetexamen ilu moins commfe inutil'% Mais 
quoi qu’il fen feu, il n*a pas jugd a propos de 
dherener un abri pour la foudre fous yos lauriers. 

Po#4a' mfiire* raifon, permettez qu’il vous 
cac% fon nom ; d’autrfnt plus qu’il n’afpire pas 
former tine cnrrcfppndanice avec vous ; et que. 
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fi *wot* rc'pondez a fa lettre, il eft refolu de ne 
point fafofe de repflque. .*Tout ce qtfe vous en 
faurez eft ceci : il njbft, grficeaau del et*a la na> 
ture, ni Guebre ni Fraayais, quoiqu’il refpe&e la 
memoire du*v4ritable aiSoroaftre, et.qu’il con- 
‘naifle biewdgs Franyais dignes* d’dfcme. Il n’eft 
•d’aucun pays, quand il s’agit des fclegggfcet des 
arts, qui ne foJlt d’aqcun pays.* Iflais qudhd il 
eft^ueftion de li^gloire de fa patrie, il.eft pret 
ou a la defends ou a la vqnger. Enfin, Mon- 
fieur, vous devez lui f£voir bdn gre de \«us avoir 
ecrit # dans une langue qui iTe luf eft pas naturelle, 
uniquement jparce que vous la favez un peu. 


END OJ\THE" EIGHTH VOtDME. 









